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The Soul Commitments Band: The Saviors of 
Dublin Soul

Friday March 8, 2024, the doors open at 6:30 pm and the show starts at 7:30 pm.
The 13-piece Soul Commitments band pays tribute to the popular music from the 

cult film “The Commitments,” the story of a bunch of Irish kids dubbed “The Saviors 
of Dublin Soul.” It’s the music of American soul icons who recorded in Muscle Shoals, 
Memphis, and Motown. Bring your dancin’ shoes.

“The Soul Commitments is the brainchild of Doug James, who was inspired by the 
wonderful tunes from the 1991 movie The Commitments, about a ragtag group of 
Dublin musicians that love soul music as much as we do! Including a horn section and 
female vocalists, the band is on fire with songs by the likes of Otis Redding, Wilson 
Pickett & Aretha Franklin. It’s a full-fledged revue.”

For tickets and more information go to www.lyrictheater.com. The Lyric Theater is 
at 12952 Western Ave, Blue Island, IL 60406.

Dr. Tawana “TJ” Robinson
Dr. Tawana “TJ” Robin-

son a life-long resident 
of the 27th District. I was 
born into a hard-work-
ing blue-collar family in 
the Roseland community. 
Tawana is a Morgan Park 
High School alumnus. I 
am a church and com-
munity servant with good 
character, sound judg-
ment, and morals. I am 
the CEO of a non-profit 
organization called “It 
Takes a Village,” which 
was designed to provide 
marginalized youth with 
access to alternative edu-
cation, trade programs, 
and employment opportu-
nities in the 27th District. 
I am a board member for 
another non-profit orga-
nization that provides 
housing and independent 
living for people with dis-
abilities in Illinois. 

I am also a program 
advocate for a post-sec-
ondary program called 
“Jump the Educat ion 
Barrier,” which has been 
featured on The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show and 
major news outlets. In May 
2023, she was featured 

teaching and perform-
ing poetry at a CPS selec-
tive enrollment school 
on the nat iona l pub-
lic broadcast PBS, which 
will air in March 2024 
on Channel 11 WTTW 
in Illinois. Additionally, 
in her work as a commu-
nity activist, she co-cre-
ated the program Exodus 
to Excellence, along with 
a state legislator, which 
empowers youth as early as 
12 years of age to become 
involved in community-
based organizations, expo-
sure to municipal govern-
ment, and employment 
opportunities, by mak-
ing them aware of state 
and federal employment 
opportunities.

Targeted Goals: As your 
State Representative, I will 
build a better economy, 
demand the ultra-wealthy 
pay their fair share of 
taxes, freeze property 
taxes for seniors, expand 
property tax relief, ban 
assault weapons, commit 
grant funding to commu-
nity based violence pre-
vention programs, pro-
vide state dollars for park 

districts, schools, town-
ships, and infrastructure, 
defend women’s right to 
choose, protect funding 
for Planned Parenthood, 
lower cost of prescrip-
tion drugs, guarantee paid 
leave for every Illinois 
worker, and fight for equal 
pay and healthcare for all. 
You will see an upward 
trajectory of positive fresh 
new trends. Safer streets, 
quality schools, thriving 
businesses, and a better 
quality of life aren’t out of 
reach and unattainable for 
27th District constituents. 

As your State Repre-
sentative, I can assure 
you that I won’t continue 
the status quo. I’ve per-
sonally knocked on your 
doors; you’ve invited me 
into your homes, and I’ve 
heard your concerns. As 
your State Representative, 
I will have an open-door 
policy in which your 
voices will be heard, and 
we wi l l resolve prob-
lems in the 27th District 
together. We will share 1 
vision and 1 mission—to 
improve the quality of life 
for 27th District residents.

MWRD 
President 
Kari K. Steele 
Honored with 
Trailblazer 
Award

As part of its Black 
History Month celebra-
t ion recent ly,  Mayor 
Fred Bilotto of the City 
of Blue Island awarded 
Me t r op ol i t a n  Wat e r 
Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRD) 
President Kari K. Steele 
w it h t he prest ig ious 
Trailblazer Award. This 
accolade recognizes indi-
viduals who have dem-
onst rated pioneer ing 
leadership in education, 
healthcare, and economic 
development.

“Thank you to Mayor 
Bilotto for this mean-
ingful recognition,” said 
President Steele. “Your 
support motivates me to 
continue pushing bound-
aries for positive change. It 
is an honor to be acknowl-
edged as a trailblazer, 
and this award reinforces 
my commitment to serve 
our communities with 
dedication while spread-
ing awareness about the 
resources and opportuni-

ties at the MWRD.”
D u r i n g  P r e s i d e n t 

Steele’s leadership, the 
MWRD has made signifi-
cant advances in storm-
water mitigation strategies 
that emphasize the impor-
tance of protecting our 
most valuable resource, 
Lake Michigan. 

President Steele is proud 
of the MWRD’s work to 
emphasize environmen-
tal justice in all agency 
practices. Mayor Bilotto 
presented the award and 
acknowledged President 
Steele’s leadership and her 
relentless pursuit of excel-
lence. “Kari Steele repre-
sents the very essence of 
a trailblazer - someone 
who leads by example, 
breaks down barriers, and 

opens doors for others,” 
said Mayor Bilotto. “Her 
contributions within the 
Illinois Legislature have 
not only advanced envi-
ronmental stewardship 
but have also empowered 
communit ies, making 
her a deserving recipient 
of this year’s Trailblazer 
Award.”

For more information 
about President Kari K. 
Steele, to review President 
Steele’s Annual Message 
2022 and to learn more 
about MWRD visit www.
mwrd.org. Feel free to 
reach out to the office of 
MWRD President Kari 
K. Steele at (312) 751-5694 
with any questions or to 
discuss issues that are 
important to you.

(L-R) State Representative Bob Rita, MWRD President Kari K. 
Steele, and Blue Island Mavor Fred Bilotto. Photo courtesy 
MWRD.

Chicago Flamenco Festival
The Instituto Cervantes of Chicago (31 W. Ohio St.), is 

thrilled to announce the return of flamenco masters for 
the 22nd Chicago Flamenco Festival, taking place now 
through March 23. This multi-week festival, dedicated 
to the preservation, presentation, and celebration of the 
multi-cultural art form of flamenco, includes an extraor-
dinary lineup, featuring performances by esteemed fla-
menco artists from Chicago and across the U.S., as well 
as internationally renowned artists from Spain.

“Since 2002, the Instituto Cervantes of Chicago has 
brought together the top talent in the world of flamenco 
for our annual Chicago Flamenco Festival,” said Teresa 
Hernando, cultural program coordinator for Instituto 
Cervantes of Chicago.

Performances and talks will take place in three different venues: Instituto Cervantes 
of Chicago (31 W. Ohio St.), City Winery (1200 W. Randolph St.) and Space Evanston 
(1245 Chicago Ave.). Tickets range from $15 to $40, with discounts offered to Instituto 
Cervantes of Chicago members and students. Information and tickets can be found at 
www.chicago.cervantes.es.

Irene “La Chiqui” Lozano. 
Photo by Casey Mitchell., 
courtesy of Ensemble Espanol.



Rep. Rita joins local leaders as Park District takes 
over Tinley Park Mental Health Center site

State Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue Island, on Monday joined with fellow legislators, local 
officials, and environmental experts to mark the official transfer of ownership of the 
former Tinley Park Mental Health Center site. Rita helped lead legislation through the 
Illinois General Assembly that sold the former state property to the Park District of 
Tinley Park for $1.

Rita also helped ensure $15 million was included in the state budget to clean up the 
property and prepare it for the Park District to take over.

Rita said he was proud of the cooperative spirit all involved in the land exchange 
showed over the past year to get to this point.

“For too many years, this site was an eyesore and frustration for the residents of 
Tinley Park. But with the leadership and teamwork of all of us working together, now 
it will become a crown jewel for recreation in the area,” Rita said. “I appreciate the hard 
work that has been done to date and am proud to have helped ensure the Park District 
is in charge of the site’s future. Brighter and better days are ahead for this land, this 
community, and the region.”
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Village of Tinley Park names Chocolate Fest 
winners

Congratulations to the winners of the Village’s recent Chocolate Fest in which diners 
received a Golden Ticket in exchange for ordering a special at one of the participating 
restaurants, which included Ed and Joe’s, Vinny’s Clam Bar, Hillgrove Tap, Primal Cut, 
Siam Marina, SIP Wine Bar, and Frankie’s.

Winners were randomly drawn from the Golden Ticket recipients and included 
Angela M., Kristin O., Latonya E., Lauren D., Mary D., Shauntel J. and Teresa E. All 
won a gift card to one of the participating Chocolate Fest restaurants and, of course, 
some chocolate!

Many thanks to everyone who participated.

Village of Mokena resurfacing 
project to begin this Spring

Spring roadwork will begin ramping up in the coming 
months and residents will begin to see resurfacing work 
on 191st Street soon. Resurfacing of 191st Street between 
La Grange Road and Wolf Road will occur in 2024 and 
the project is anticipated to begin in March and conclude 
in September, weather permitting.

This resurfacing project is being completed through a grant award from the Will 
County Governmental League Surface Transportation Program in which the Village 
of Mokena will only incur 20% of the total cost for Construction and Construction 
Engineering. The project will include curb and gutter, manhole, and sidewalk repairs, 
as well as intersection improvements, milling of existing surface course, and new pave-
ment surface.

Spring roadwork area. Courtesy 
Village of Mokena. Mokena residents Early Voting begins now

Early voting has begun 
for Mokena residents. 
Residents who are inter-
ested in voting early in the 
primary election can do so 
between now and March 
15 at Village Hall from the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Village Hall is located 
at 11004 Carpenter Street.

The General Primary 
Election will be held on 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024. 
Assigned polling places 
are located on the back of 
voter registration cards. 
If you are unsure of your 
polling place, please visit 
www.willcountyclerk.gov.

The Will County Clerk’s 
Off ice purchased new 
state-of-the-art election 
equipment that will be 
used to cast and count bal-

lots, as well as streamline 
the process for voters and 
for Election Judges at Early 
Voting locations in the 
2024 Elections.

Village Staff would like 
to thank you in advance 
for your patience and 
cooperation to assist you 
in successfully casting 
your ballot during the 
early voting period.

Early Voting at Oak Forest City Hall begins now
Early voting for the 

presidential primary elec-
tion will take place now 
through March 18 at Oak 
Forest City Hall. 

Voters do not need to 
provide an excuse or rea-
son why they cannot vote 
on Election Day.

A government-issued, 

photo ID is not required, 
but is helpful if there is a 
question about the voter’s 
registration, address, or 
signature. Providing an 
ID also can speed up the 
process because there are 
ID card readers at every 
check-in station.

You can register to vote 

at all early vote sites. Any 
voter who needs to register 
for the first time or file an 
address change, must pres-
ent two forms of ID, one 
of which shows the voter’s 
current address. 

Please note: City Hall 
is not a voting site on 
Election Day March 19.

State Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue Island, speaks at a news conference in Tinley Park recently. Photo 
courtesy Ryan Keith PR Solutions.

Follow us @LetsTalkWomxn
Let’s Talk Womxn Chi-

cago has over 115 lead-
ing female restaurateurs 
and owners as mem-
bers and ambassadors. 
It is cohosted by Mary 
Aregoni of Saigon Sisters, 
Heather Bublick of Soul & 
Smoke, Julia Shell of The 
Albion Manor and The 
Dandy Crown, and Kate 
Vrijmoet of Necessary 
and Suff icient Coffee, 
with Rohini Dey, Ph.D. of 
Vermilion.

More Than March Bash 
Chicago Participating 
L e t ’s  Ta l k  Wo m x n 
Ambassadors:

Kathy Hardy A Taste 
o f  t h e  Ph i l i p p i n e s , 
Ashley Ortiz Antique 
Taco, Laurence Noguier 

Bistronomic, Melanie 
Casati Casati ’s Modern 
Italian, Catalina Gaete-
Bentz Catan Pisco, Agnes 
R apacz  Ch ic a go Tea 
House, Javon Nicholas Egg 
Rolls Etc, Molly Matelski 
Enjoy MMMM, Michelle 
Foik Eris Brewery and 
Cider House, Tif fany 
W i l l i a m s  E x q u i s i t e 
Catering & Events, Nicole 
Nassif Imee’s Kitchen, 
Carol Cheung Jade Court, 
G e n e s i s  B e n c i v e n g a 
Lorenzo’s Frozen Pudding, 
Korina Sanchez Moe’s 
Cantina, Sam Rattanopas 
NaKorn, Kate Vrijmoet 
necessary & sufficient cof-
fee, MacKenzie DeVito 
No Bones Beach Club, 
Dana Cree Pretty Cool 

Ice Cream, Raiye Rosado 
Rabid Brewing, Mary 
Aregoni Saigon Sisters, 
Gera ldine Hernandez 
Savory Crust, Heather 
Bublick Soul & Smoke, 
Lori Seay Soul Veg City, 
Jessica Perjes Tacotlan, 
Taylor Mason Taylor’s 
Tacos, Julia Shell The 
Albion Manor and The 
Dandy Crown, Clodagh 
Lawless The Dearborn, 
Sara h Weitz The Fat 
Shallot, and Rohini Dey 
Vermilion.

Photo Annette Dixon.

Hooley in the Park
3-day music and dancing weekend, Fri 3-22 6:00 pm to Sun 3-24 10:30 pm Chicago 

Gaelic Park 6119 W. 147th St. Oak Forest IL. 708-687-9323 ChicagoGaelicPark.com.
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Correction: Arlene Adams receives 
2024 Unsung Heroine Award

Dear Readers, We apol-
ogize for the error in 
our recent article where 
Arlene Adams’ name 
was not mentioned cor-
rect ly as the recipient 
of the Unsung Heroine 
Award. We regret the mis-
take and any confusion or 
inconvenience it may have 
caused. Ensuring accu-
racy in our reporting is of 
utmost importance to us, 
and we are reviewing our 
processes to prevent such 
errors in the future. 

Sincerely, Village View 
Publications.

Each year in honor of 
Women’s History Month, 
Cook County presents the 

Peggy A. Monte’s Unsung 
Heroine Award to 18 
women whose contribu-
tions to their communi-
ties, families, and pro-
fessional endeavors have 
been vital but seldomly 
recognized. We are hon-
ored that this year’s 17th 
District Award Winner is 
our own Arlene Adams!

Arlene is a very active 
member of our commu-
nity on the board with 
McCord Ga l ler y a nd 
Cultural Center, a member 
of Garden Guild I, a mem-
ber of Palos Park Woman’s 
Club, active with Palos 
Park Village Players, Palos 
Fine Arts, and more!

On beha l f of Cook 
County Commissioner 
Sean Morrison and the 
entire Village of Palos 
Park congratulations to 
Arlene Adams for receiv-
ing the 2024, 17th District 
Peggy A. Monte’s Unsung 
Heroine Award!

Arlene Adams with Mayor 
Milovich-Walters. Courtesy Cook 
County Commissioner Sean 
Morrison.

Palos 118 Board Approves Resolution for Free 
Full Day Kindergarten

At a recent meeting, 
the Palos 118 Board of 
Education voted to approve 
a conditional resolution for 
free full day kindergarten 
to start in fall 2024 should 
voters approve a referen-
dum that will appear on 
the March 19, 2024, ballot.

S u p e r i nt e n d e nt  o f 
Schools, Dr. Anthony 
Scarsella told board mem-
bers at the regular board 
meeting that the State of 
Illinois has mandated that 
all Illinois public school 
districts must provide 
free full day kindergar-
ten starting in the 2027-
2028 school year but the 
successful passage of the 
district’s referendum in 
March would provide 

funding to start the pro-
gram 3 years ahead of the 
state mandated deadline.

Scarsella said that the 
resolution is the first for-
mal step to implement-
ing the full day program 
if voters approve the ref-
erendum. The District 
currently offers a tuition-
based full-day program 
that requires families to 
pay $3,250 per student for 
a full day of instruction.

On the March 19 bal-
lot, Palos 118 is asking 
voters to approve a refer-
endum that would allow 
the school district to shift 
approximately $4.35 mil-
lion in future property 
taxes from its debt ser-
vice fund to its operating 

fund to address f inan-
cial challenges stemming 
from unfunded mandates 
from the state and fed-
eral government. From 
that, the District plans 
to utilize $2 million to 
eliminate growing bud-
get def icits and avoid 
cuts to programs and 
services, another $2 mil-
lion that will fund capital 
improvements to the dis-
trict’s aging school build-
ings, with the remain-
ing $350,000 that will be 
used to pay for the State’s 
free full-day kindergarten 
mandate.

More information about 
the Palos 118 referendum 
can be found online at 
palos118.org/referendum.

Chicago Sinfonietta presents 
ECHO

Saturday, March 16 at 7:30 PM Chicago Sinfonietta 
celebrates Women’s History Month with ECHO, a 
program that highlights women in music. The pro-
gram includes the Chicago premiere of Florence Price’s 
Concert Overture No. 2, a dynamic and passionate work 
that showcases Price’s masterful orchestration and dis-
tinctive musical voice; Samuel Barber’s beloved Violin 
Concerto performed by the rising star Amaryn Olmeda 
in her Chicago debut; Francis Poulenc’s Les biches Suite, 
a playful and evocative work that blends neoclassical and 
jazz elements with irresistible charm; and the world premiere of a currently untitled 
piece by Clarice Assad, with the talented vocalist and composer herself performing as 
soloist. Don’t miss this powerful tribute to the women who have shaped the world of 
classical music and continue to inspire us today.

Auditorium Theatre (50 E. Ida B. Wells Drive) is dedicated to presenting the finest 
in international, cultural, community, and educational programming. Tickets start at 
$25.00. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit AuditoriumTheatre.org.

Amaryn Olmeda. Photo courtesy 
of Chicago Sinfonietta.

Moraine Valley Workforce Development Night
Moraine Valley Com-

munity College is host-
ing a f ree Work force 
Development Night on 
Wednesday, March 27, 5 
to 7 p.m., in Building T, 
Fogelson Theater, 9000 
W. College Parkway, Palos 
Hills.

High school students 
ages 16 and older can 
explore the possibilities of 
various careers available 
through nontraditional 
education at Moraine 
Valley, including commer-
cial driving, nondestruc-
tive testing, pharmacy 

technician, dental assis-
tant, sterile technician and 
more. Courses typically 
take one semester to com-
plete. Students and par-
ents will be able to speak 
with instructors and learn 
more about each program. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.

“Exploring nontradi-
tional careers at this event 
gives families another 
look at Moraine Valley’s 
vast offerings. For a teen-
ager contemplat ing a 
career path, or for those 
who want to start work-

ing right away, these are 
short-term, ready-to-work 
courses,” said Syreeta 
Brown, Moraine Valley 
senior program manager 
of Corporate, Community 
and Continuing Edu- 
cation.

Registration is required 
for students and parents. 
Sign up for the event at 
https://self-serv.morai-
neva l ley.edu/Student/
InstantEnrollment. For 
more information, con-
tact Brown at browns379@
morainevalley.edu or (708) 
608-4247.

Move with the Mayor of Palos Park
A national initiative 

that works with may-
ors across the country to 
challenge their communi-
ties to be more physically 
active. Mayors encourage 
their communities to be 
physically active to lower 
their chances of heart 
disease and its risk fac-
tors like high cholesterol, 

high blood pressure, and 
diabetes.

Mayor Nicole Milovich-
Walters is hosting monthly 
events encouraging the 
residents of Palos Park to 
lead active and healthy 
lifestyles. A list of events is 
below.

March 19, 2024, Sunset 
at the Stairs 6:00 pm at 

Swallow Clif f Woods-
North Forest Preserve; 
April 20, 2024, Rid Litter 
Day 9 am at Rec Center; 
May 18, 2024, Doggie 
Dash 5K & 1-Mile Fun 
Walk/Run at Rec Center 
and June, Spring Nature 
Walk with Jan Pietrzak. 
Info at www.palospark.
org.

Palos Heights Public Library events
Irish Music Concert: Dr. Murphy’s Band, Thursday, Mar. 14, 2024, 7 pm. Celebrate 

St. Patrick’s Day with a lively concert of Irish music from Dr. Murphy’s Band! Sunday 
at The Cinema: The Quiet Man (1952), Sunday, Mar. 17, 2024, at 7 pm. In honor of St. 
Patrick’s Day, join us to watch the classic Irish film The Quiet Man on our big screen. 

Women of the Vietnam War: Tuesday, Mar. 26, 2024, 7 pm. A presentation for 
Women’s History Month from historian Kathryn Atwood featuring the perspectives 
and experiences of women from all sides of the Vietnam War: military personnel, civil-
ians, medics, and journalists. Info: www.phlibrary.org or call 708-448-1473.
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Joffrey Ballet’s 14th Annual 
Winning Works

The Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The 
Joffrey Ballet, presents four world premieres for the 14th 
annual Winning Works Choreographic Competition. 
Following the Joffrey’s national call for ALAANA 
(African, Latinx, Asian, Arab, and Native American) art-
ists to submit applications for the competition, this year’s 
winners include: Jainil Mehta, Martha Nichols, Manoela 
Gonçalves, Houston Thomas, and Chicago-based win-
ner Xavier Núñez (Recipient of the Zach Lazar Winning Works Fellowship). Each will 
choreograph an original work for the Joffrey Academy Trainees and Studio Company, 
featuring a commissioned score by a chosen composer collaborator. Winning Works 
will be presented at the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago’s Edlis Neeson Theater 
(220 E. Chicago Avenue) on March 8 to 10 and March 15 to 17, 2024. Tickets for 
Winning Works are $30 and are currently on sale at joffrey.org/winningworks.

Manoela Gonçalves. Courtesy 
Joffrey Ballet.

Pictured are most of the seniors from Richards High School named Illinois State Scholars for 
2024. Photo courtesy Richard H.S. Bob McParland.

Richards announces Illinois State Scholars for 2024
Richards High School in Oak Lawn proudly announces that 26 members of the 2024 

senior class have been named Illinois State Scholars by the Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission.

Roughly 10 percent of the state’s high school seniors earn this recognition each year. 
In order to earn Illinois State Scholar honors, students must rank in the top half of 
their graduating class and score in the 95th percentile of the ACT or SAT.

Richards seniors named Illinois State Scholars this year include Amelia Benson, 
Oswaldo Cadenas, Abigail Cole, Mary Gacek, Mya Garcia, Natalie Gargasz, Sebastian 
Gasinski, Aryan Jain, Aine Kelly, Keegan Krawczyk, Malik LaValle, Madeline Lichter.

Also named were: Salma Makhlouf, Violet McIntyre, Sophia Negrete, Lillian O’Dea, 
Vanessa Orintas, Nora O’Shea, Dominick Paul, Amanda Romero, Haneen Saleh, Ann 
Sheahan, Julia Stalzer, Caroline Turwon, Nemir Uwainat, and Michael Wickman.

Oak Lawn Park District Dance 
Instructor Makes a Difference

Oak Lawn Park District 
Dance student and in-
structor, Lily O’Dea has 
created a perma nent 
donation bin in the Oak 
View Center & Museum 
(4625 W. 110th St.) as part 
of her Girl Scout Gold 
Award project. It is made 
for dancers to donate 
their shoes so they can be 
reused by future dancers.

Lily is currently a co- 
captain for the Indepen-
DANCE Dance Team and 
a senior at Richards HS. 
The Girl Scout Gold is the 
highest award that a Girl 
Scout can receive in their 
scouting journey. The 
award is earned by finding 
an issue in your commu-

nity that you care about, 
learning about it from 
trusted resources, finding 
a plan to tackle it, having 
the project reviewed by the 
Girl Scout council, then 
sharing the story to help 
and inspire others to make 
a difference.

“With the permission 
of the Oak Lawn Park 
District, I have created a 
permanent dance dona-
tion shoe bin, said Lily. 
“This donation bin is 
located across from the 
dance office at the Oak 
View Center.”

What to donate: Gently 
used or brand-new dance 
shoes in all colors and 
sizes- specifically tap, jazz, 

ballet and character shoes. 
How to donate: Tie or 

strap one dance shoe to 
the matching pair, pull the 
bin handle and drop your 
shoes into the opening.

How to reuse: Please let 
your dance teacher know 
the exact size and style 
of shoe you were looking 
for, and we will check the 
availability.

Lily O’Dea. Courtesy Oak 
Lawn Park District.

Polaris Storm Sewer Improvement Project in 
Oak Lawn

The Vi l lage of Oak 
Lawn is working with the 
MWRD to address per-
sistent f looding by creat-
ing additional stormwa-
ter storage and improving 
storm sewers. 

Oa k Law n has had 
severe urban f looding 
that has impacted hun-
dreds of residents, fill-
ing homes and yards with 
stormwater. To address 
this f looding, the Village 
and Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRD) 
have approved a flood con-
trol project near Polaris 
Intermediate (PIE) School.

The project will include 
a stormwater storage 

detention basin in the 
sport fields at PIE, the 
layout of which has been 
mutually agreed upon 
after public presentations, 
renderings, and a recorded 
stormwater easement. The 
fields will serve as tempo-
rary storage for overf low 
stormwater: a new storm 
sewer system will back-
f low into the fields once 
the sewer pipes fill up and 
slowly release back into 
the storm sewer system 
as the downstream sys-
tem allows. The project 
will have no downstream 
impacts and will be per-
mitted through MWRD. 
The new underdrain sys-
tem will greatly increase 

the field’s ability to drain 
water and return to use.

The project will include 
new baseball fields, a foot-
ball field, retaining walls, 
s ta i r ways a nd ra mps 
for maintenance vehi-
cle access. Additionally, 
roads will be resurfaced 
where the storm sewer is 
installed along both 105th 
St. and Kilpatrick Avenue.

The Village is currently 
negotiating an intergov-
ernmental agreement with 
MWRD to share con-
struction costs. Final proj-
ect design is ongoing and 
design is expected to be 
completed in August 2024. 
Construction is expected 
to begin in Fall 2024.

Visit Chicago Southland releases its 2024 Visitors 
Guide

The 2024 Chicago Southland Visitors Guide has been released so it’s time to dust off 
the calendars, gather your family, colleagues and friends and plan the perfect activity 
or getaway!

The 2024 Visitors Guide is the bureau’s thirty-sixth edition and the most concen-
trated to date. The 82 colorful and glossy pages include sections of Things to See and 
Do, Arts & Culture, Accommodations, Dining, Shopping, Transportation and Golf in 
Chicago’s 60 south and southwest suburbs. Special articles include Chicago Southland 
Bucket List, Foodie Tour, Four Seasons Four Agendas, and Exploring Black History.

To order a hard copy of the Visitors Guide, call Visit Chicago Southland at 888-895-
8233, you can also ask for a digital copy of the 2024 Visitors Guide.

Evergreen Park Historical Commission Museum
The Evergreen Park Historical Commission Museum will be open every first and 

third Saturday of each month from 10:00 am-3:00 pm. The museum is located in the 
Evergreen Park Senior Center located at 9547 S. Homan Ave. The museum can also be 
opened to groups during the week by appointment. If interested, please contact George 
Peso at 708-422-5222 to make a reservation.
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Your Ad is Important to Us!

“May you have all the happiness and luck that life can hold—
and at the end of your rainbows may you find a pot of gold.”

- Irish Blessing

From Orland Township Supervisor Paul O’Grady

Saint
Patrick's

Day

H A P P Y

Daylight Savings Time begins March 10th

E N D O R S E D  B Y  T H E  C H I C A G O  T R I B U N E

Learn more at www.TawanaRobinson.com
312-262-8218

Meet Tawana
Dr. Tawana "TJ" Robinson is a lifelong 
resident of the 27th District. She is a 
Doctor of Education and has served the 
district for over 25 years in public schools 
in the 27th District as a special education 
teacher, regular education teacher, and 
school administrator interchangeably.

Previously Endorsed by the 
Chicago Tribune

“Democratic Party of�cials last year chose 
Rep. Justin Slaughter to replace retiring 
Rep. Monique Davis. We wish we could 
say Slaughter has made a mark in 
Spring�eld, but his voting record so far is 
generally in lockstep with party leaders, 
including supporting a 32 percent income 
tax hike in July. His opponent, TJ 
Robinson of Chicago, has an education 
background and promises to be a stronger 
voice for low-and middle-income families. 
Robinson is endorsed.”

Endorsed by her Peers
and the Community

David Brown
Principal of General George S. Patton School

Dr. Donald Pitmann
Chief of High Schools at Chicago Public Schools

Latroy Robinson
Trustee of Calumet Township School Board President

New Leadership Delivering 
Results for Our Community

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Tawana “TJ” Robinson

Join Us For Our Annual

Fish Fry

Call 708-594-8362 for info
7560 Archer Road • Justice, IL

Every Friday from 4-8pm!

Fish, Shrimp, and
Combo Dinners
*All dinners include french fries & cole slaw

Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox Church

Saturday, April 13th ~ 6:30-10:30pm 

featuring James Libera
Performing Michael Bublé, Elvis Presley,

Frank Sinatra, Justin Timberlake,
Josh Groban, Andrea Bocelli, & so much more!

9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
Tickets available for pick-Up in lounge

or call 708-423-5220 for reservations

$35Per Personw/Cash Bar

Johnson-Phelps VFW
Post #5220 Presents...
Pasta Dinner & Show

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 35th DISTRICT

Paid for by Friends
of Mary Gill 
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    708.448.5169 
KerlinWalshLaw.com  |  11757 Southwest Highway  |  Palos Heights

your loved ones! 
DO IT FOR 

Wills k 25years
PRACTICING LAWTrusts

89052kK Village View Ad_Mar_2024.qxp_Layout 1  2/12/24  9:26 AM  Page 1

Biograph Theater presents Bill W. and Dr. Bob
Coming to the Richard 

Christ iansen Theater 
of the Biograph Theater 
in Lincoln Park (2433 
N. Lincoln Ave.). The 
c r i t i c a l l y  a c c l a i me d 

“Bill W. and Dr. Bob,” 
is the true story of the 
founders of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Marmo stars 
in the Chicago production, 
alongside a cast of local 

actors, with performances 
beginning March 7. 

It tells the story of the 
two men who pioneered 
Alcoholics Anonymous, 
as well as the story of their 

wives, who founded Al 
Anon. Tickets for the play 

range in price from $69 to 
$79 and are on sale now at 

www.billwanddrbobon-
stage.com.

Enough is enough! You can no longer close your eyes and pretend 
that we live in Utopian paradise. Illinois is not a port in the storm 
but the actual tsunami. It is time to get off your couch and stand up 
for what our Founding Fathers stood for. It is time to stop this 
real-life game of Monopoly where the criminals pass go and are 
given a “get out of jail free card”. It is time to prioritize American 
Illinois citizens before these illegal immigrants. Veterans are waiting 
months for their medical care at the VA.  

American families are living in shelters and many others are 
struggling to make ends meet. Seniors are trying to �gure out how 
they are going to pay their property taxes. Parents are denied a seat 
at the table when the school is making decisions on their child’s 
physical and mental health.  Our civil and constitutional rights are 
being threatened and infringed upon as each new Progressive bill 
gets written. Illinois can no longer be the petri dish for Pritzker’s 
goal of becoming President. We are living in a domestic war of good 
versus evil. Which side are you on?

I NEED YOUR HELP! Get in the trenches with me. Please invest in 
our state by investing in my campaign For State Representative District 
36. Donations can be given at www.ShanahanMcGovern.com. 
Sign up for email updates, volunteering opportunities, and events 
coming up. Volunteering is a valuable gift and is greatly needed. I 
may be outfunded now but I am NOT outworked. As Helen Keller 
said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much”. Let’s 
work together to stop the insanity! 

Christine@ShanahanMcGovern.com

Happy
St. Patrick’s

Day!
Palos Township Officials

Jane Nolan
Clerk

Gene Adams
Highway Commissioner

Trustees: Tasneem Abuzir, Pamela Jeanes,
Richard Riley and Brent Woods

Colleen Grant Schumann
Supervisor

Robert E. Maloney
Assessor

10802 South Robert Road
Palos Hills, IL 60465

708-598-4418 | palostownship.org
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• Easter Bunny Photos •

March 23rd

10 am - 11 am

Grace Point Place  
5701 W. 101ST Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

> Egg Hunt Starts Promptly at 10 am <

  ffrroomm  yyoouurr    
WWoorrtthh  TToowwnnsshhiipp  OOffffiicciiaallss  

11601 S. Pulaski Road 
Alsip, IL  60803 
(708) 371-2900 

info@worthtownship.com 
www.worthtownship.com 

PPaattrriicciiaa  JJooaann  MMuurrpphhyy,,  SSuuppeerrvviissoorr  

Clerk Eamon J. McMahon 
Highway Commissioner  

Vicki Moody 
Assessor Shaun C. Murphy 

Richard J. Lewandowski, Trustee 
Kelly Sexton-Kelly, Trustee 
Mychal J. Toscas, Trustee 

Jerry Hurckes, Trustee 

Faces of Fentanyl
Anita Lynn is supporting Fiercely Fighting Fentanyl 

Poisoning. If you have lost a loved one due to drug-
induced homicide or Fentanyl poisoning, please read 
this. If you want to be part of a class action lawsuit, please 
email Cheryl hermansen65@gmail.com and to Beth_j_
no_1@msn.com. Copy us both to make sure nothing is 
missed. Please include the name of your loved one, when 

they passed away, where they lived, and any extenuating 
circumstances. There is a class action lawsuit, hopefully.

We have an attorney that might be able and willing to 
take the time. So now we are collecting names. We are 
trying to start this due to the United States of America’s 
government, not closing our borders and making them 
accountable for the murders that happened.

EP Village Vehicle Stickers
During the recent Village Board Meeting, the Board 

passed an ordinance eliminating the requirement for 
vehicle stickers. Residents of Evergreen Park are no lon-
ger required to purchase vehicle stickers. Residents are 
still required to keep their vehicle registration current 
with the Illinois Secretary of State. Information at www.
evergreenpark-ill.com.

New Cancer Care Location in Orland Park
82 Orland Square Dr. | Orland Park, IL 60462

For 50 Years, Affiliated Oncologists has committed to providing our patients with
outstanding, comprehensive cancer treatment options.

At our newest location we offer: chemotherapy, clinical research trials, hormone
therapy, immunotherapy, laboratory services, a medically integrated pharmacy,

nursing triage, and supportive and survivorship care.

You‘re Never Alone When You‘re Affiliated

708.342.1900 • AOCancer.com
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Support our Small 
Businesses

Community CRAFT
FAIREXPO&

Saturday, March 23rd, 9:30am-3:30pm
Prairie Junior High School
11910 South Kostner, Alsip

708-597-2668  |  alsipchamber.org

EXPO CRAFT FAIR
all in one location!

19TH ANNUAL

NOT A SCHOOL
DISTRICT

SPONSORED
EVENT

Sponsored
by:

★ Food ★ Fun-Filled Day
★ Crafters ★ Local Business Displays

★ Hands-On Crafts for Kids

FREEADMISSION
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

media group

Employees, Family, Friends, Neighbors ~ EVERYONE IS INVITED

Huck Finn Restaurant
10501 S. Cicero, Oak Lawn

708-499-1112
6650 S. Pulaski, Chicago

773-581-4285
3414 S. Archer, Chicago

773-247-5515

Family Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
DINNER Plus

Carry-out 24 Hours A Day,
7 Days A Week

DONUTS MADE FRESH
TWICE DAILY!

Join us for Corn Beef & Irish Specials
★★ Now Live Gaming ★★

Happy St. Patrick's Day
Dine In or Carry Out

We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm • Friday & Saturday 7:30am-8:30pm

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

MICHAEL’S
Pancake House

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Huge selection of Delicious Menu Items to choose from!
6753 W. 111th Street, Worth | 708.923.6608

Hours: Monday through Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Bring in this ad for

10% Off
your next bill. Dine in only.
Monday through Friday Only

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

Premium Dog and Cat food,
Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.

Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,
small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday-Friday 9:30-8:00 | Saturday 9:00-6:00 | Sunday 10:00-5:00
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

708-581-GDOG
www.sandyjeanspetsitting.com

CALL
Sandy:

or
4364

OFFICE:

EMAIL: sandyjeanspetsit@gmail.com

Pet Sitting in Your Home
Daily Walks or Vacations

Pet Sitters Int’l Member
Insured & Bonded

DOGS
&

CATS

Pets

Queen Of Hearts Drawing every Wednesday 7pm

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook

Come by & rent our Banquet Hall for that special occasion!
More information is available in the Canteen during normal business hours

Monday-Friday Noon to Close • Saturday & Sunday 11am to Close
Public Welcome for 2024

Karaoke every Friday starts 7pm during Fish Fry
Split the Pot draws off  at 9pm during Karaoke Tickets $5

March Motown Madness Dance
Saturday, March 23rd • 7-10:30pm • $5 Cover

8 Tickets ($40) reserves a table in your name! 
Motown-Soul, Disco, Line Dancing, Music Requests and so much more!

Bring your friends & family plus bring snacks!

Lenten Fish Fry Every Friday
Through Good Friday • 4-7pm 

Plated Meals are $15 ea. & Kids under 6 are $8 Includes choice of 5
Different Fish or Chicken Dinners ~ Shrimp Boats $8 ~ Take it Home or Eat In!

Rosangela’s
Pizza Restaurant

Since 1955

2807 W. 95 Street
Evergreen Park, IL

Happy
St. Patrick's Day

708-422-2041
Hours:

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 11 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 11 pm

Sunday 1 pm - 10 pm • Closed Tuesday
Dine In • Carry Out • Delivery

Check out our Newly
Remodeled Dinning Room

CALL NOW
630-375-9717

Sweet Reminder
Fun with the hits of yesterday... Today!

60’s/70’s FLASHBACK
A “Sweet Reminder”

of the super sounds of
the 60’s & 70’s!

SweetReminder.net
Must call for reservations.
Limited seating available.

Also available for
YOUR special event!

2024 Lunch and Dinner Show Schedule

Reservation price $50 each - INCLUDES ENTIRE EVENT!
Delicious lunch or dinner, tax, tip & show included.

Lunch served 11:30, show to follow. Dinner served 5:30, show to follow.

1376 Joliet Rd., Romeoville 401 N Roselle Rd., Schaumburg

Lunch Shows:
May 3, Sept. 24
Dinner Show:

June 28

Lunch Show:
August 29

Lunch Shows:
December 12
December 13

Lunch Show:
December 3

Lunch Show:
June 6

Dinner Show:
August 9

Lunch Show:
July 25

Lunch Shows:
April 11

October 17

Lunch Show:
May 17

Pop Go-Go The 60’s
Pop tunes of the 60’s

delivered in go-go boot style!

Olivia Newton-John
Tribute

“Captures Olivia’s sound
and essence to a T!”

The musical magic of
Christmas with Nancy & Dia!

Christmas
Cheer
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Disclaimer: 
Village View 

Publications, Inc. 
is not responsible, 

and takes no 
responsibility for, 

any unlawful action 
of our advertisers. 

Nor does it take any 
responsibility for 
unlawful harm to 

advertisers potential 
customers.

Classics Wanted

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

V V News 
50 Years 

of Service

TUCKPOINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
BRICK REPLACEMENT
GLASS BLOCK WINDOWS

BRICK WORK
WINDOW CAULKING

CHIMNEY REBUILDING

708-654-5199
Hiring Tuckpointers & Labors

Fully Insured • Guaranteed Quality

Brick & Chimney Experts

Flooring
Klis Flooring, Inc.
New hardwood floors

installation, sanding and
refinishing. LVT and

laminate floor installation.
Insured

Call 773-671-4996

Heating & Cooling

grelheatingcooling.com
Paul Guzy

708.228.7197 
Free Estimates

24 Hours
pggrel02@gmail.com

Licensed -Bonded -Insured

Attorney at Law

Power of Attorney 
for Property; 

Power of Attorney 
for Health Care

Signed and notarized 
at your home or 

choice of locations.

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 39 years.

Graduate of Brother 
Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.

Member Illinois State 
Bar Association

Professional Liability 
Insured

Funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

(708) 499-3223
www.kosaryfuneralhome.com

Serving Your Family With Traditional
And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

Kosary Funeral Home

Service DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory

GaraGes

ABSOLUTE
GARAGE
BUILDERS

absolutegaragebuilders.com

773-842-1998

THE GARAGE

GUY IN
C.

Call
at

We Build New
Garages & Remodel

Old Garages
Siding • Doors

Openers
FREE ESTIMATES

Tree service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

AIR DUCT CLEANING

Clean Any Two Rooms
$7498

Get Third Room ½ OFF

Clean Sofa, Loveseat & 1 Chair
$15994

Get Ottoman Clean FREE

Dryer Vent Cleaning............................ $9900

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
$5000 OFF

UPHOLSTERY
SOFA...................
LOVESEAT...........
CHAIR.................
OTTOMAN...........

$7498

$6498

$1998

$1498

BEEPER CARPET CLEANERS
All Work

Guaranteed
FREE

Estimate

FREE
SPOTTING

&
DEODORIZING

TRUCK MOUNT STEAM CLEANING
CARPET TAKES 2 TO 3 HOURS TO DRY

Pet Odor Removal & Scotchguard Available

Call or Text: Dominic Amedio 312-399-0434
or Tony Amedio 312-859-9980

Residential & Commercial Water Damage Restoration Air Duct Cleaning & Sanitizing

CARPET CLEANING
ANY 2 ROOMS.....
ANY 4 ROOMS...
ANY 6 ROOMS...

$6998

$11998

$16498

PER VENT............
15+ VENTS...
25+ VENTS...

$1500

$2000 OFF
$4000 OFF

Family Owned 
In Business
for 35 years

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid
Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Help Wanted
Starting at $25 hour Skilled Labors

and $18 hour Unskilled Labors
Daily Pay

Joneson Roo�ng &
Home Repair

773-503-8904

Help Wanted

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Plumbing

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Painting

Railings + Iron Painting
We supply labor and materials

Free Estimates
Call or Text Lila 773-366-5745

Brick & Chimney Experts
LALLY BROS.

MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A+ by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Asphalt

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

Will pay for unwanted
Books, CD’s, DVD's,

 & Records
Call or Text Mario

773-343-5024

Looking to Declutter
before the Holidays

Wanted

Oak Lawn Village 
View Newspaper 

Archive
Explore digitized 

microfilm from the Oak 
Lawn Village View.

Hosted by the Internet 
Archive.

Look at the Oak Lawn 
Library website at 

https://www.olpl.org.

lawn service

Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discounts

708-424-4306

All Types of Lawn Service
Residential Mowing Includes Trimming, Edging and Clipping Removal

Guaranteed Weed Control
All of our technicians are professionally trained, state tested and licensed

with Professional Fertilizing Program

No Binding Contracts to Sign

Member of

ILLINOIS LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
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B-Mac, Far South 
Suburban




