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Midlothian Library Hosts Kiwanis 
“April Food Day” Collection

Now through April 23, 
Kiwanis Club of the Oak 
Forest and Crestwood Area 
will be collecting for United 
Way of Metro Chicago’s 
annual “April Food Day” 
event. Midlothian Public 
Library, located at 14701 
Kenton Avenue, Midlothian, 
Illinois, will serve as a drop-
off site for non-perishable 
food items and other house-
hold goods. A bin for these 
items will be located near the 
Checkout Desk.

Kiwanis Club volunteers 
will deliver the donations 
to the April Food Day event 
on April 25 at the Tinley 
Park Convention Center. 

According to United Way 
of  Metro Chicago, the 
purpose of April Food Day 
is “to come together to 
promote food security and 
recognize our community 
leaders advancing equity 
in the south-southwest 
suburbs, a region facing 
high levels of poverty and 
systemic education, health, 
and wealth inequities.”

Year-round, commu-
nity members can help out 
their neighbors in need 
by donating food and 
personal hygiene items to 
the Midlothian Library 
micro pantry located in the 
library’s café area.

For more information 
about the Kiwanis April 
Food Day collection, the 
library micro pantry, or 
any other library events 
or services, call (708) 535- 
2027.

Photo courtesy Midlothian 
Public Library.

The Lyric Blue 
Island presents 
Icons of Country 
Toby Keith 
& Miranda 
Lambert

Saturday, April 20, 2024, 
doors open 7:00 p.m., show 
begins at 8:00 p.m.

Get ready for a fun-filled 
evening country music 
fans! Two tribute artists! 
One energy filled night! 
Presenting the Made in 
America Icons of Country 
tributes to Toby Keith and 

Miranda Lambert. Three 
hours of hits from TWO 
country legends under our 
roof in Blue Island. It’s go- 
ing to be a party.

Tickets start at $40.00 
online at www.lyrictheater.
com. The Lyric Blue Island is 
at 12952 Western Ave., Blue 
Island. Call 708-972-0700.

Icons of Country. Photo courtesy the Lyric Theater Blue Island.

Blue Island Arbor Day Celebration
Blue Island’s Arbor 

Day Celebration will be 
held on Friday, April 26th 
from noon until 2:30 p.m., 
starting with an educational 
planting in the morning at 
Whittier School at 13043 
Maple Avenue, Blue Island, 

Illinois and concluding at 
Blue Cap 1962 Broadway 
Steet, Blue Island, Illinois 
with another tree planting 
and an afternoon celebra-
tion. This event also cele-
brates the completion of the 
Chi/Cal Grant Blue Island 

was awarded, giving us 115 
trees through the Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation.

Advance registration for 
this event is strongly encour-
aged. Sign up now by going 
online to www.blueisland.
org.

Veterans Memorial Middle School Spring 
Community Fair

Tuesday, April 23, 2024, 
from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm in 
the VMMS Cafeteria, this 
family event will have raffles 
and prizes. The following 
organizations will be partic-
ipating: Blue Island Park 
District, Blue Island Library, 

Blue Island Untouchables, 
Alsip Falcons Football and 
Cheer, Alsip Library, Alsip 
Park District, Blue Island 
Fire Department, Blue 
Island Clerk’s Office, The 
Meadows Golf Course, 
Blue Island Chamber of 

Commerce and many addi-
tional organizations.

Veterans Memorial 
Middle School is at 12320 
Greenwood Avenue, Blue 
Island, Illinois 60406. Call 
708-385-6630 for more 
information.

Cook County Property Tax Exemptions
Property tax exemptions 

are savings that contribute 
to lowering a homeowner’s 
property tax bill. The most 
common is the Homeowner 
Exemption, which saves 
a Cook County property 
owner an average of approx-
imately $950 dollars each 
year. To determine which 
exemptions are currently 

being applied to a residence, 
homeowners can review 
their Property Details at 
this address: https://www.
cookcountyassessor.com/
address-search#address, and 
then review the Exemption 
History and Status section 
to determine which exemp-
tions they received.

Exemption applications 

for tax year 2023 are now 
available. Visit the Cook 
County Assessor’s website 
at: https://www.cookcoun 
tyassessor.com/exemp-
tions to review the exemp-
tions and apply online. As 
a reminder, property tax 
savings from exemptions are 
only reflected on the second 
installment tax bill.

Memorial Day Ceremony in Alsip
Monday May 27, 2024, let 

us remember all who gave 
and sacrificed for all.

All gave some, some gave 
all. Remember them this 

Memorial Day.
Come out to the Alsip 

VFW Post 450 at 11800 
South Cicero Avenue, Alsip, 
Illinois 60803 at noon.

Alsip no longer requires Vehicle Stickers
Alsip Residents & Busi- 

nesses no longer need to 
purchase a Vehicle Sticker. 
I recommended and Board 
members Rick Dalzell, 

Christine McLawhorn, 
Chris Murphy, Catalina 
Nava-Esparza and Dave 
Perretta agreed to discon-
tinue requiring residents 

and applicable businesses 
to have Vehicle Stickers.

Feel free to remove your 
Vehicle Stickers after June 
30th!

2024-2025 Vehicle Sticker and Pet Tags will be 
sold at Midlothian Village Hall 

Vehicle Sticker/Pet Tag 
renewal application will be 
mailed to residents who 
previously purchased a 
Vehicle Sticker/pet tag this 
past year. Renewal forms 
will be enclosed with your 
quarterly water bill. 

In effort to avoid long 
lines, and USPS delays, 
and allow for efficient 
processing, we are encour-
aging residents to purchase 
their Vehicle Sticker/Pet  
Tag during your scheduled 
quarterly water bill month.

Only Residents who 
receive their renewal form 
will be able to purchase their 
Vehicle Sticker/Pet tag at 

Village Hall.
We highly encourage 

residents to purchase your 
Vehicle Sticker/Pet tag 
during your scheduled water 
billing month. However, 
residents will have until 
Saturday, June 29, 2024, to 
purchase, and adhere them 
to your vehicle by midnight, 
Sunday, June 30, 2024, to 
avoid a citation.

Residents who do not 
have water bills in their 
names or get a water bill 
mailed to them will have 
their renewals mailed out 
individually. 

New resident ONLY. New 
residents can purchase a 

Vehicle Sticker/Pet tag in 
person at Village Hall at 
any time. To obtain a Vehicle 
Sticker/Pet Tag, please 
provide the following:

Current vehicle regis-
tration that reflects your 
Midlothian address and 
current rabies certificate.

If a new or additional 
vehicle is purchased, you 
will need to bring your regis-
tration information to the 
Village within 30 days

For questions or more 
information fee structure, 
please contact Village Hall 
708-389-0200 or go to our 
website at www.village 
ofmidlothian.net.
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Animal 
Control facility 
dedication 
for former 
Alderwoman 
Laura Gray

Recently, Mayor Hank 
Kuspa and the City Council 
recognized the life and 
legacy of former First 
Ward Alderwoman Laura 
Gray by dedicating the 
Animal Control facility 
in her memory. Mayor 
Kuspa presented the plaque 
that will be affixed to the 
outside of the building to 
her husband Terry.

A passionate public 
servant and animal lover, 

Laura was instrumental in 
establishing the Friends 
of Animal Control group 
to provide rescue and 
re-homing of unclaimed 
and abandoned animals, 
improve facility conditions, 
and educate the community 
in responsible pet owner-
ship and care. She also spon-
sored numerous city ordi-
nances for the betterment 
of animals and supported 

many local animal rescue 
groups throughout her life.

Animal rescue was Laura’s 
true passion in life. Nothing 
made Laura happier than 
snuggling with her pets.

The number of loved 
ones who attended last 
night’s meeting to witness 
the unveiling of the plaque 
is a testament to the impact 
Laura had on our commu-
nity. She is truly missed.

Oak Forest Mayor Henry L. Kuspa and Terry Gray. Photo by 
City Administrator Kristin.

Active Senior Expo to be held in Oak Forest
Active Senior Expo, an 

event “Dedicated to inform, 
educate and entertain senior 
citizens”, will be held on 
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, 
at Chicago Gaelic Park, 
6119 W. 147th Street in Oak 
Forest. Show hours are 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Active Senior Expo fea-
tures hundreds of products 
and services designed specif-
ically for seniors. Offerings 
include health care, retire-
ment communities, assisted 
living, financial, insurance, 
legal, estate planning, home 

care, consumer products, 
government programs and 
more.

Special attractions in- 
clude free health screen-
ings and door prize draw-
ings. A Farmer’s Market 
featuring fresh produce will 
be presented by BlueCross 
BlueShield of Illinois. Live 
entertainment will take 
place at 11:00 a.m.  

The following seminars 
are free for all attendees: 
10 a.m. is Understanding 
Medicare. At 11 a.m. is 
Saving Money and Energy 

presented by Nicor Gas 
Energy Efficiency Program.

At Noon is How to Get 
Your Home Ready to Sell 
presented by Ventimiglia 
Realty Team.

No registration is required 
and regular admission to 
the event is $2. Attendees 
can obtain a free admission 
coupon by visiting www.
activeseniorexpo.net. 

For information, contact 
Silver Star Expositions at 
(630) 620-6347. Fax: (630) 
620-7996. E-Mail: activese-
niorexpo@hotmail.com.

Sgt. Borrowdale wins HIDTA 
Award

Tinley Park Police Sgt. 
Russell Borrowdale and 
his team recently received 
a HIDTA National Award 
in Washington, D.C. for 
their work with Operation 
Brian’s Hammer, an ongoing 
Federal investigation by the 
Chicago HIDTA/OCDETF 
Strike Force Group 3 
(CHSF3) and the United 
States Attorney’s Office for 
the Northern District of 
Illinois.

HIDTA stands for “High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas” and is a program 

that provides assistance 
to Federal, state, local and 
tribal law enforcement agen-
cies operating in areas deter-
mined to be critical drug-
trafficking regions of the 
United States.

CHSF3 is comprised 
of representatives from 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, United 
States Customs and Border 
Protection, the U. S. Secret 
Service, the Will County 
Sheriff ’s Office Gang 
Suppression Unit, the Porter 
County Sheriff ’s Office, and 

the Tinley Park, Chicago, 
Summit, Oak Lawn, Sauk 
Village, Posen, and South 
Holland Police departments.

Sgt. Russell Borrowdale. Photo 
courtesy Village of Tinley Park.

National Tourism 
Showcase 
announced 
for May 23 in 
Orland Park

Visit Chicago Southland 
will host their 2024 National 
Tourism Day Celebration 
and Hospitality Showcase 
on May 23, 2024, at the 
Orland Park Civic Center. 
The annual event is meant 
for leading business profes-
sionals from the Chicago 
Southland area and beyond 
to network and celebrate 
tourism.

For attendees, who must 

be 21 or older, the show-
case will stage over 50 
area partnered amenities 
including hotels, restau-
rants, attractions, entertain-
ment venues, sports teams, 
caterers, casinos, breweries 
and more. Registration 
is required at https://lp. 
constantcontactpages.com/
ev/reg/v8rfz6p. 

The 2024 National Tour- 
ism Day Celebration and 

Hospitality Showcase is 
in conjunction with 2024 
National Travel and Tourism 
Week from May 19th 
through the 25th. 

For further information on 
the showcase, contact Visit 
Chicago Southland Busi-
ness Development Man- 
ager Chris Craven at  
chris@visitchicagosouth 
land.com and 708-351- 
0160.

Photo courtesy Visit Chicago Southland. Mokena Park District staff 
member is Young Professional 
of the Year 

Mokena Community Park 
Dist. is excited to announce 
that Brenna Bowers, Re- 
creation Supervisor, was re- 
cently awarded the South 
Suburban Park and 
Recreation Professional 
Association, Young Profes- 
sional of the Year. In recog-
nition of Brenna’s dedica-
tion, vision and service in 
the Parks and Recreation 
Field. The SSPRPA brings 

Parks and Recreation pro- 
fessionals together for edu-
cation, training and support 
that benefits the south 
suburban communities.

Brenna has been with 
the Mokena Park Dist. 
since 2021. As a Recreation 
Supervisor she manages  
staff members, volun-
teers, and a wide variety 
of programs and events 
for all ages, from summer 

camps to senior lunches. 
Congratulations Brenna! 

Brenna Bowers. Photo courtesy 
Mokena Park Dist.

Street resurfacing to begin April 15 in Tinley Park
Street resurfacing to begin 

April 15 in Tinley Park
The Village’s annual Street 

Resurfacing Program will 
begin Monday, April 15 
and will repair or replace 
8.3 miles of roadway on 45 
streets.

The Village’s contractor, 
Iroquois Paving, will inform 

residents with a door notice 
a day before any work is 
done on their apron or curb. 
Work will proceed approxi-
mately in the order listed on 
our website.

The Street Resurfacing 
Program includes asphalt 
resurfacing, replacement 
of selected areas of concrete 

sidewalk, curb and gutter 
removal and replacement, 
pavement striping, and 
other miscellaneous items. 
The Village typically budgets 
$3.5 million dollars annually 
for the construction of this 
program.

Learn more at TinleyPark.
org/PMP.
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Dr. Tim Baker will become 
the new principal of Shepard 
High School this fall. Photo 
Bob McPharland.

Baker named new principal at 
Shepard High School in Palos

The District 218 Board of 
Education recently voted to 
hire Dr. Timothy Baker as 
the new principal at Shepard 
High School. 

Baker currently serves 
as associate principal at 
Shepard. He will succeed Dr. 
Jennifer Pollack, who will 
become the new Executive 
Director of Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art, 
and Math for District 218.

“This is a dream job. I 
am eager and excited to 
serve the Shepard commu-

nity as Principal. My goal is 
to foster a positive culture 
and climate for students 
and staff. I believe in our 
district’s values and will 
work tirelessly to ensure 
students have the oppor-
tunity to realize their full 
potential,” Baker said.

Baker began his career 
in District 218 at Richards 
as a science teacher in  
2002. In 2012, he became 
Athletic Director at 
Eisenhower and in 2015 
became the Assistant 

Principal of Discipline and 
Activities. In 2022, Baker 
became the Associate 
Principal at Shepard.

Sip ‘N’ Sing Karaoke Night at McCord Gallery
McCord’s got talent! 

Looking for a night of fun 
with neighbors and friends 
while helping to benefit 
McCord Gallery and 
Cultural Center? Then join 
us for an evening of song 
as you take to our stage to 
perform, or simply cheer 
and applaud the talent 

shared.
Give us a call for tickets at 

708-671-0648!
You can sing your heart 

out or just hang out with 
friends! Give us your best 
diva solo or perform in a 
group! Nobody’s judging, 
we’re here for the fun!

Saturday April 27, doors 

open at 7 pm. Tickets are 
$50.00 which includes 
refreshments.

An evening to benefit 
McCord Gallery and 
Cultural Center at 9602 W. 
Creek Road, Palos Park, 
Illinois. For more informa-
tion go to www.mccordgal 
lery.org.

Visit Chicago Southland wins Illinois Excellence 
in Tourism Award for Best Website

Visit Chicago Southland 
has won the Illinois Ex- 
cellence in Tourism Award 
for Best Website Budget 
A. The recognition came 
during the 2024 Governor’s 
Conference on Travel and 
Tourism in Peoria, Illinois.

The three-day Illinois 
Governor’s Conference 
on Travel & Tourism, the 
state’s premier educational 
and networking conference 
for tourism industry profes-
sionals, gathered more than 
360 tourism and hospitality 
leaders, travel experts and 
visionaries at the Peoria 
Civic Center to explore the 
latest industry trends and 
insights that contribute to 
Illinois tourism. Annual 

awards were presented on 
night one.

“Awards such as this 
2024 Illinois Excellence in 
Tourism Award for Best 
Website Budget A give us 
pride and validation that our 
efforts to help promote and 
grow tourism in the Chicago 
Southland area are worth-
while,” voiced Visit Chicago 
Southland President/CEO 
Jim Garrett. “Our team cares 
deeply for this region and its 
people.”

Illinois Governor JB 
Pritzker, one of the confer-
ence’s speakers, emphasized 
the fiscal dependence on 
drawing tourists to his state: 
“As Governor, I’m always 
proud to boast Illinois’ 

impressive tourism industry, 
which thrives as a cultural 
and economic benefit to our 
state. Thank you to all the 
travel and tourism profes-
sionals across Illinois, who 
have gone above and beyond 
the call of duty to welcome 
visitors and make this 
industry stronger than ever 
before.”

Enhancements to Visit 
Chicago Southland’s website 
include AI-powered acces-
sibility widgets, Plan Your 
Trip interface, interactive 
video, 360-degree virtual 
tour videos, mobile device 
responsiveness, a download-
able app, heightened photo-
driven navigation, and more 
user-generated content.

2024 Palos Park Chipper
The next chipping date 

of the season is April 29. 
The chipper will begin on 
the west side of the Village 

of Palos Park and move 
east until all public streets 
have been covered. Visit 
our website for all chip-

ping information including 
regulations on what can and 
cannot be set out for the 
chipper.

Clear the Air of Indoor Pollutants This Spring
(NAPSI)—In the Spring, 

people often focus on the 
outdoors when it comes to 
air quality. But indoor air 
quality (IAQ) is also a crucial 
aspect of overall health and 
well-being. Unbeknownst 
to many, common pollut-
ants can lurk inside homes, 
affecting health in subtle yet 
significant ways. Here are 
some of the most prevalent 
indoor pollutants and strat-
egies you can use to identify 
and mitigate their impact on 
your home’s air quality:

Dust is a well-known 
indoor pollutant that 
includes dead skin cells, 
pollen, textile fibers, and 
other debris. Dust can aggra-
vate respiratory conditions 
such as asthma and allergies. 
Regular dusting and vacu-
uming, along with using 
HEPA filters, can signifi-
cantly reduce dust levels in 
the home. 

PRO TIP: If you find 
yourself having to dust 
more often, you may want 
to consider air duct cleaning. 

Mold: The Unseen Threat
Mold exposure can trigger 

allergic reactions and respi-
ratory problems. Regularly 

clean and inspect susceptible 
areas in your home.

PRO TIP: Maintain 
proper ventilation, control 
moisture levels,  and 
promptly address any water 
leaks or damage. 

Pet Dander: Furry Friends, 
Hidden Hazards

Pets are beloved family 
members, but their dander 
and fur can exacerbate respi-
ratory issues as they circu-
late through your home 
via your HVAC system. To 
minimize pet-related pollut-
ants, bathe and groom pets 
regularly and keep them out 
of bedrooms. 

PRO TIP: Pet owners 
should change HVAC filters 
once a month.

Volatile Organic Com- 
pounds (VOCs): The In- 
visible Culprits

VOCs are chemicals 
emitted as gases from 
common household prod-
ucts. To reduce VOC 
levels in your home, opt 
for low-VOC or VOC-free 
products. Proper ventila-
tion is also crucial for mini-
mizing the effects of VOC 
emissions. 

PRO TIP: Incorporating 

indoor plants can help 
absorb VOCs.

Maintaining healthy 
indoor air quality requires 
vigilance and proactive 
measures to identify and 
mitigate pollutants. For 
a fresh start, schedule an 
inspection of your HVAC 
system. Find a qualified 
professional near you at 
NADCA.com. 

Learn More: For more 
information visit www.
NADCA.com/Homeowners 
and follow @Breathing_
Clean on Instagram, 
Facebook, and TikTok.

Discover the hidden hazards 
lurking within your home. 
From dust to pet dander and 
volatile organic compounds, 
indoor pollutants affect your 
health but simple strategies 
can clear the air for a healthier 
living space.

Vehicle Stickers Regulations in Chicago Ridge
All vehicles registered 

or housed in the Village of 
Chicago Ridge (including 
automobiles, trucks, motor-
cycles, mopeds, and recre-
ational vehicles) must have 
a current village vehicle 
sticker properly affixed and 
displayed on the windshield. 

All vehicle stickers shall be 

valid for a one-year period 
beginning July 1 and ending 
June 30. Half-year rates shall 
be applicable for vehicle 
stickers purchased between 
January 1 and May 31. Half-
year rates do not apply to late 
sticker purchases. 

For newly purchased vehi-
cles or new residents, the 

owner shall have one month 
from the date of purchase or 
residency to a buy a vehicle 
sticker at the regular annual 
rate. Documentation will be 
required. Penalties will apply 
to late purchases. For further 
info, call the Village Hall at 
708-425-7700 or go online to 
www.chicagoridge.org.
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Majoch named new principal at 
Richards H. S. in Oak Lawn

The District 218 Board of 
Education recently voted to 
hire Dr. MaLinda Majoch 
as the new principal at 
Richards High School. 

Majoch currently serves 
as associate principal at 
Eisenhower High School. 
She will succeed Dr. Mike 
Jacobson, who will become 
the new Executive Director 
of Student, Family and 
Community Engagement 
for District 218. 

“It is a privilege to be 
able to return to Richards 
after ten years and serve as 
the principal. It is a fantastic 

school and my intention 
is to  provide an optimal 
learning experience for the 
students and a supporting 
environment for staff. It’s 
an exciting opportunity to 
build upon the strong foun-
dation and history that 
makes Richards special,” 
Majoch said.

Majoch began her career 
in District 218 in 2003 as a 
social worker at Richards. 
In 2007, she oversaw the 
Small Learning Community 
at Richards before being 
named the Assistant 
Principal of Attendance, 

Discipline and Special 
Education in 2009. 

In 2015 she became the 
Director of Community 
and Grants before assuming  
the role of Associate Prin-
cipal, most recently at 
Eisenhower.

Dr. MaLinda Majoch. Photo 
Bob McPharland.

Evergreen Park 
Candlelight 
Theatre presents 
Over the River 
and through The 
Woods

A comedy by Joe DiPietro. 
Four performances only: 
Thursday, April 25, Friday, 
April 26, Saturday, April 27 
at 7:30 pm and Sunday, April 
28 at 3:00 pm. 

Nick is a twenty-some-
thing bachelor who enjoys 
spending his time with his 
adoring grandparents.

When he announces to 
them that he will be moving 
away to accept a job offer, 
they conspire to keep him 
in his hometown.  

A wildly funny play 
which touches the heart and 

reminds one to value those 
family and friends whom we 
hold dear.

The Evergreen Park Can- 
dlelight Theatre is a com-
munity activity brought to 
you by the Evergreen Park 
Recreation Department.

Performances of the 
Evergreen Park Candlelight 
Theatre take place in the 
Evergreen Park Senior 
Center, 9547 S. Homan Ave.

The Evergreen Park 

Candle l ight  Theatre 
Program is a community 
theatre, that provides an 
outlet for local talent of all 
ages. Tickets for all produc-
tions are available now, in 
advance at the Community 
Center, 3450 W. 97th St. Tick- 
ets are $12 for adults and $10 
for students and seniors. 

For more information 
go to https://evergreen 
park-ill.com/396/Candle 
light-Theatre.

The Evergreen Park Recreation Dept. presents 
Rich Daniels and The City Lights Orchestra

Vocalist Linda Clifford, 
Suzanne Palmer, Bruce 
Mattey, Mark Madsen and 
Paddy Homan present 
Spring is in the Air Concert 
sponsored by the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians 

on Sunday April 28th at St. 
Bernadette Church 9343 S. 
Francisco in Evergreen Park, 
Illinois from 6:00 pm to 7:30 
pm.

Tickets are available 
now at the Evergreen Park 

Recreation Department 
at 3450 West 97th Street. 
Tickets are free with a limit 
of 4 per household, first 
come first serve. You may 
call 708-229-3373 for more 
information.

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce recognizes 
winners of the 2023 Fire and Public Safety 
Coloring Book Contest

The winners of the 2023 
Fire and Safety Coloring 
Book contest were honored 
at the recent Oak Lawn 
Village Board of Trustees 
meeting. Representatives 
from the Oak Lawn Fire 
and Police Departments 
were on hand to congratu-
late the winners who were 
honored by Village President 
Terry Vorderer, during the 
meeting. Also in atten-
dance was Natasha Miller 
Willliams of Three20 Media, 
President of the Oak Lawn 
Chamber, Jeff Reynolds of 
Nothing Bundt Cakes and 
Immediate Past President 
of the Oak Lawn Chamber, 
and Michelle West of The 
Children’s Museum of Oak 
Lawn and Director of the 
Oak Lawn Chamber. 

Fire Safety Winners: 1st 
Place Tristan Guzman, 2nd 
grader from Columbus 
Manor, Tristin’s artwork 
will be featured on the Fire 
Safety cover of the 2024 F 
ire and Safety Coloring 
book; 2nd Place Bella 
Aguayo, 3nd grader from 
Covington Elementary 
School and 3rd Place Jo- 
nelle Irankunda, 3rd grader 
from St Linus Catholic 
School.

Public Safety Winners: 
1st Place Jacob Carohedi, 
1st grader from St. Linus 
Catholic School, Jacob’s 
artwork will be featured 

on the Public Safety cover 
of the 2024 Fire and Safety 
Coloring book, 2nd Place 
Luke Lebarre, 1st grader 
from St. Linus Catholic 
School and 3rd Place Stasia 
Dobill, 2nd grader from St. 
Linus Catholic School.

The coloring book used 
drawings from talented 
student artists led by 
Art Teacher Jen Clark at 
Oak Lawn Community 
High School (OLCHS). 

They were honored at the 
March Chamber Member 
Luncheon. Those artists 
include: Christianna Bell, 
Gianna Delorenzo, Haley 
Dynia, Daniel Harvey, 
Victoria Mendoza, Alani 
Moseley, Lance Pereira, 

Ashley Tillman, Mona 
Saleh, and Miriam Cote. 
The Oak Lawn Chamber 
of  Commerce donated 
$200.00 towards the  
OLCHS Art Program.

L to R: Fire Safety Winners: Mayor Terry Vorderer, Bureau 
Chief Wheeler, Bella Aguayo (2nd Place), Tristan Guzman (1st 
Place), Jonelle Irankunda (3rd Place) and Oak Lawn Police 
Officers. Photo courtesy Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce.

L to R: Public Safety Winners: Mayor Terry Vorderer, Jacob 
Carchedi (1st Place), Luke Lebarre (2nd Place), Stasia Dobill 
(3rd Place) & Chief Vittorio. Photo courtesy Oak Lawn 
Chamber of Commerce.

St. Germaine School has a new playground
Mr. Philip O’Rourke, the 

principal of St. Germaine 
School at 9735 S. Kolin Ave, 
Oak Lawn, IL, stood at the 
forefront of the gathering of 
teachers and students who 
had worked hard to raise 

the funds for the new play-
ground. The official ribbon 
was cut amidst cheers and 
applause for their brand-
new playground equip- 
ment.

For the students of St. 

Germaine School, the new 
playground is more than 
just a place to play, it is a 
symbol of community, 
teamwork, and the power of 
coming together to achieve 
a common goal.
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Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.

Hosted by the Internet Archive.
Look at the Oak Lawn Library website

at https://www.olpl.org.

Alsip Chamber 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org
Blue Island Chamber 

www.blueislandchamber.org
The Burbank Chamber 

www.burbankilchamber.com
Chicago Southland Convention 

& Visitors Bureau 
www.visitchicagosouthland.com  

Evergreen Park Chamber 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber 
justicechamberofcommerce.com
Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber 

www.oc-chamber.org
Oak Lawn Chamber 

www.oaklawnchamber.com
Orland Park Area Chamber 

www.orlandparkchamber.org
Tinley Park Chamber 

www.tinleychamber.org
UBAM 

www.ubam.org

Proud member of the following  
2024 Chambers of Commerce

Rep. Rita joins 
Attorney 
General to 
fight underage 
vaping

State Rep. Bob Rita has 
joined Illinois’ top law 
enforcement officer in the 
ongoing fight to protect 
youth from illegal vaping 
products.

Rita, D-Blue Island, 
recently led the Illinois 
House Executive Com- 
mittee in overwhelming 
approval of House Bill  
5069. The legislat ion 
requires vapor manufac-
turers to give their retail 
partners a vapor-product 
certificate showing how 
their products meet federal 
and state law safety stan-
dards. It now is up for 
consideration by the full 
Illinois House.

Manufacturers a lso 
must disclose the appli-
cation they have filed to 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration so their 
products can be approved 
for sales. Those disclosures 
will create a directory of 
all legal vaping products, 
so retailers buy only legit-
imate products and to help 
law enforcement identify 
and keep illegal vapes off 
store shelves.

Rep. Rita was joined 
in support of the legisla-
tion by Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul. 
Both condemn a f lood of 
vape products from over-
seas that appeal to young 
people but either have been 
rejected by the FDA or 
have not gone through the 
proper safety checks.

“The current federal 
regulatory process can be 
confusing, and it’s difficult 
for consumers and even 
for retailers and local law 
enforcement to know for 
sure where products stand 
in that process,” Raoul 
said. “This bill would help 
clear up confusion and 
would add to the toolbox 
of law enforcement trying 
to combat the sale of illegal 
and potentially dangerous 
vape products.”

In 2021, Illinois banned 
the sale of vape products 
that do not comply with 
regulations requiring pre-
market federal approval. 
Foreign manufacturers try 
to skirt the requirement 
by offering flavored, single 
use “disposable” prod-

ucts that change names 
and falsify importation 
documents.

Youth vaping use has 
skyrocketed by 2,600 
percent since 2019, and 
millions of high school 
students and even younger 
kids now are using e-ciga-
rettes. Without a database 
of federally approved prod-
ucts, illegal sales by retailers 
are hard to track and more 
youth get their hands on 
harmful contraband.

Rita said this measure is 
one of several he is working 
on this year to keep youth 
safe from the scourge of 
illegal vaping products.

“While we wait for more 
action from the federal 
government, Illinois youth 
are being put in danger 
every day,” Rita said. “We 
must take action, and this 
legislation will give our 
retailers and law enforce-
ment the help they need to 
keep legal products on the 
shelves and hold bad actors 
accountable.”

State Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue Island, joins Illinois Attorney 
General Kwame Raoul. Photo courtesy of Bob Rita’s office.

Mercy Circle to host Illinois DMV Mobile Unit for 
senior citizens

Sponsored by Secretary 
of State Alexi Giannoulias, 
19th Ward Alderman Matt 
O’Shea Illinois senior citi-
zens can save time by sched-
uling a visit to the Secretary 
of State’s Department of 
Motor Vehicles Mobile 
Unit that will be stationed 
at Mercy Circle, 3659 West 
99th Street in Chicago’s 
Mt. Greenwood neighbor-
hood on Wednesday, April 
24, 2024, from 10 am to 2 
pm. 

Advance registration 
for a specific time for an 
appointment is required. 
Area residents may visit 
w w w.19thwardmobi le.
com or call 773-238-8766 to 
make a 15 minute appoint-

ment for services including: 
Renew/correct Driver’s 

License (seniors age 75 or 
older must visit DMV); 
Obtain a State ID (no 
charge for seniors age 
65 or older); Purchase 
vehicle registration sticker; 
Register to vote with 
renewal of Driver’s License 
or State ID; Become an 
organ donor with renewal 
of Driver’s License or State 
ID; Secure a disability 
identification card and 
receive a veteran designa-
tion Driver’s License and 
ID (www2.illinois.gov/
veterans).

Proper identification is 
required for these services 
and some restrictions apply. 

For more information, 
download the information 
packet on the 19th Ward’s 
website or visit www.cyber-
driveillinois.com. Fees may 
apply paid to the Secretary 
of State using check, money 
order and all major credit 
cards (Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and 
Discover.) 

“The goal of the Illinois 
DMV Mobile Unit is to 
reduce travel and wait 
times for senior citizens 
needing commonly needed 
services,” says O’Shea. 
“Partnering with Alexi 
Giannoulias to bring these 
services to our citizens on 
the Southwest Side makes 
life much easier for them.”

Cunningham protects vehicle owners from 
rogue towing companies

A new measure spon-
sored by State Senator Bill 
Cunningham will protect 
vehicle owners by updating 
towing regulations often 
abused by rogue towing 
companies.

“The more I have learn-
ed about the towing in- 
dustry in Il linois, the 
more I see that we need 
to make changes,” said 
Cunningham, a Democrat 
who represents portions of 
Chicago and the Southwest 
Suburbs. “This measure 
will stop towing compa-
nies from holding medical 
devices, like hearing aids, 
hostage if a vehicle is stolen 
and later towed.”

The legislat ion was 
brought to Cunningham 
from a constituent of the 
18th District. The constit-

uent’s vehicle was stolen 
from outside their resi-
dence in Chicago and was 
eventually located by law 
enforcement and towed in 
Alsip. The constituent did 
not find out where their 
vehicle was located until 
a week after it was recov-
ered, receiving a letter in 
the mail from a suburban 
towing company that was 
holding the vehicle. When 
the constituent went to 
recover the vehicle, they 
were told they would 
have to pay a fee of $1,500 
and were not allowed to 
recover a hearing aid from 
the vehicle until the fee was 
paid.

Cunningham’s measure 
would add medical devices 
and other items to the list 
of property that can be 
recovered from a towed 
vehicle without payment. 
Cunningham also discov-
ered that there was an 
issue with the notifica-
tion process when a vehicle 
is stolen and later towed. 

To address that issue, the 
measure requires towing 
companies to provide 
written notice to the vehi-
cle’s owner within two days 
of towing. Additionally, if 
the owner recovers the 
vehicle within seven days, 
the towing company would 
not be able to charge any 
storage fees. In order to 
streamline the notification 
process, the measure also 
requires law enforcement to 
give towing companies the 
name and mailing address 
of the vehicle owner when a 
tow is authorized.

“The rules we are putting 
in place will give car owners 
more rights when they 
go to recover their towed 
vehicle,” said Cunningham. 
“If we see more problems 
arise on this issue, we’ll be 
in a good place to be able 
to make further changes as 
needed”.

Senate Bill 2654 passed 
the Senate on Thursday 
and awaits further consid-
eration in the House.

Midlothian Spring Clean-Up 2024
Make a difference in 

YOUR community! Let’s 
clean up our Village!

Saturday, April 27th 
meet at 8:30 am at the 
Public Works Garage 14801 

S. Pulaski Rd., Midlothian, 
Illinois. 

Juice, coffee and donuts 
will be provided in the 
morning. Local vendors 
wil l provide lunch at  

Public Works following 
clean-up.

For more information 
contact Sue Stacey Sstacey 
@villageofmidlothian.org 
or call 708-389-9658.
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Johnson-Phelps VFW Auxiliary Annual Spring Penny Social 
The Johnson-Phelps 

VFW Auxiliary will be 
holding their Annual 
Spring Penny Social on 
Sunday, April 21st from 1 
pm to 5 pm at 9514 South 

52nd Avenue, Oak Lawn, 
Illinois. 

Search for hidden Trea-
sures on the Nickel, Dime, 
and Quarter Tables. Try 
your luck at the Raff le 

Table. The Kitchen will be 
open for Lunch. Children 
are welcome. Admission is 
free.

For more informa-
tion call 708-423-5220 or 

go to www.oaklawnvfw.
com. Like us on Facebook 
VFW Post 5220 Oak Lawn, 
Illinois. or the Auxiliary 
Facebook VFW Auxiliary 
5220 Oak Lawn.

Join BAC’s Summer Art Camp to 
Beat the Summertime Blues!

BAC’s Summer Arts 
Camp is a full-day camp 
that blends artistic explo-
ration with traditional 
s u m me r  c a mp  f u n . 
Students take a variety of 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual arts classes, so every 
day is a little different! 

This year’s camp will 
have four sessions. The 

first three sessions are two 
weeks long and culmi-
nate in a showcase in The 
Baffes Theatre. The fourth 
session, Summer Show 
Camp, is four weeks long 
and ends in two perfor-
mances of Camp Rock 
The Musical! Campers 
can take one session, mix-
and-match, or spend the 
whole summer creating 
and performing with their 
friends at the BAC!

Campers can choose one 
session, mix and match, or 
enjoy the summer creating 
and performing at BAC!

Register now at https://
thebeverlyartscenter.com/
summer-camp or call 773- 
445-3838 for more info.

The Beverly Arts Center, 
on Chicago’s South Side, is 
an organization building 
community through di- 
verse, quality arts program-
ming, education, and 
entertainment for all ages. 
Located at 2407 W. 111th 
St., Chicago, IL 60655.

Plan now to attend!

CHICAGO GAELIC PARK, 6119 W. 147TH STREET
OAK FOREST

• Hundreds Of Products and Ser vices For Seniors

• Free Health Screens • Free Seminars • Live Entertainment • Free Door Prizes

• Farmer’ s Market presented by BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois

Wednesday, April 24, 2024
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Free Admission with this ad (Reg. $2)

(630) 620-6347

New Cancer Care Location in Orland Park
82 Orland Square Dr. | Orland Park, IL 60462

For 50 Years, Affiliated Oncologists has committed to providing our patients with
outstanding, comprehensive cancer treatment options.

At our newest location we offer: chemotherapy, clinical research trials, hormone
therapy, immunotherapy, laboratory services, a medically integrated pharmacy,

nursing triage, and supportive and survivorship care.

You‘re Never Alone When You‘re Affiliated

708.342.1900 • www.orlandparkcancer.com

HEALTH & SAFETY EXPO 

Shredding event 9:30 -  1 1 :30 AM
 Sponsored by:

State Representative Kelly  Burke &
 Senator Bi l l  Cunningham

5 2 2 0  W  1 0 5 t h  S t  
O a k  L a w n ,  I L  6 0 4 5 3

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 708-424-8300
WWW.OAKLAWNCHAMBER.COM

Free
 Admission 

Free 
Raffles 

O v e r  4 0  h e a l t h  &  s a f e t y  
v e n d o r s  w i l l  b e  o n - s i t e !

April 24th, 2024

9:00AM-12:00PM

Free
Health Screenings
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Pets

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

Premium Dog and Cat food,
Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.

Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,
small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday-Friday 9:30-8:00 | Saturday 9:00-6:00 | Sunday 10:00-5:00
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

How to Talk to Mom and Dad about Creating an 
Estate Plan

Despite the valid chal-
lenges to having conver-
sations about death and 
dying, you should not avoid 
the topic. Having a plan to 
care for your parents money 

and property will preserve their legacy and help them care 
for those they love most. Having this difficult conversation 
will also ensure that your parents have a voice regarding 
their end of life or when they can no longer make finan-
cial or medical decisions for themselves. In the absence 
of conversations about these scenarios and a legal delega-
tion of decision-making authority, state law governs what 
happens. Those default rules may not reflect your parents’ 
wishes. In addition, failure to have your parents’ wishes 
properly documented may result in their heirs having to 
engage in expensive and time-consuming court processes. 

So, how do you raise the issue with your parents? The 
following are some key 
ideas to keep in mind when 
you have this conversation.

• Do not nag. If you 
are trying to persuade 
your parents to talk about 
completing an estate plan, 
the last thing you want is to 
make the process and your-
self an annoyance. You do 
not want to inadvertently create an atmosphere where 
your parents start avoiding you or become suspicious of 

your motives.
• Be open and honest 

about your concerns. To 
facilitate effective planning 
for your parents and their 
legacy, you must address 
the awkward family issues. 
You must ask the difficult 
questions now, when your 
parents are available to 
provide their insights. Be 
sure to prioritize under-

standing their wishes and helping them to protect those 
desires. 

• Ask your parents what their wishes are. Find out what 
your parents want and hope for. Do not make assump-
tions. Be direct and ask them what their ideal situation is. 

• Discuss the planning already in place. A critical 
component of having an effective conversation begins 
with asking your parents if they have any of the following 
documents—and if they do, the documents should be 
reviewed/updated.

 › past wills, 
 › past trust documents,
 › powers of attorney,
 › HIPAA authorization forms, and
 › insurance policy and retirement plan beneficiary 

designations.
• Include benefits to their children and grandchildren. 

Finally, addressing how your parents will build their legacy 
through their children (you and your 
siblings) and grandchildren is critical. 
Explore how your parents want their 
money and property distributed.

If you approach your parents about 
end-of-life planning and you can all 
have clear conversations about the 
topics addressed above, you will be 
establishing the right foundation for 
effective estate planning. 

You Do Not Have to Do This Alone
If you feel overwhelmed or would like help facilitating 

the conversation and guidance regarding how the estate 
planning system works, you should seek consultation with 
a professional estate planning attorney. 

Kerlin Walsh Law, located in Palos Heights is dedicated 
to drafting Wills and Trusts with warmth and compe-
tence. After 25 years of consulting with clients in her 
office, their homes and hospital rooms, Eileen Kerlin 
Walsh, J.D., Principal Attorney, has discovered no area 
of law is more important or rewarding. Eileen has helped 
hundreds of families preserve their assets and their family 
harmony and is ready to help you with her “Healing Law” 
approach. Need a Will or Trust? Call 708-448-5169.

For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   MercyCircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

EEOC

Sarah's Riding Stable
8220 South Kean Ave, Willow Springs

Call for more information
630 802 1316

10am-3pm Monday thru Thursday
June 14, July 8,

July 22 & August 5
Pony Rides In Forest... Pony Care... Crafts

Pony Camps ages 5 to 15

April 22ndApril 22nd

Saturday, May 11, 2024 - 7:30 p.m.

David L. Crane, Music Director Presents

2023-2024 Season

Tickets: Adults $30-35; Seniors (65+) $25-30; Students $7;
Children 10 and under free; Tickets may be purchased in advance or at the door

Helen Welch

6601 W College Dr (Rt. 83), Palos Heights
Ozinga Chapel Auditorium

www.southwestsymphony.com
contact us at: southwestsymphony@gmail.com

708-802-0686    Follow us on Facebook!

This program is
partially supported

by a grant from
the Illinois Arts
Council Agency.

The American Songbook with 
Grammy-nominated Helen Welch!

The SSO welcomes songstress Helen
Welch back to the stage. She has put a
fresh twist on America’s best loved 
classics. Includes songs such as Fever, 
At Last, Trolley Song, Wonderful World, 
Ella Medley, Just the Way You Look 
Tonight, Misty, and Strike Up the Band. 
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La Havana Madrid at Pritzker 
Pavilion Millennium Park

Col laboract ion and 
Teatro Vista Productions 
are excited to announce 
the companies will team 
to present a free, outdoor, 
staged concert version of 
Sandra Delgado’s smash 
hit La Havana Madrid, 
Friday, August 23, 2024, at 
the Jay Pritzker Pavilion as 
part of Millennium Park’s 
20th Anniversary Season, 
presented in partnership 
with the City of Chicago 
Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Special Events 
(DCASE). 

Step back to the 1960s as 
the Jay Pritzker Pavilion 
is transformed to honor 
La Havana Madrid, a real 
nightclub at the corner 
of Belmont and Sheffield 
where newly arrived Latino 
immigrants gathered to 
dine, dance, and f ind 

community. As the glorious 
rhythms of mambo and 
salsa form the heartbeat of 
an ever-changing city, audi-
ences learn the stories of 
Latine newcomers seeking 
a home in Chicago, discov-
ering their destinies, and 
falling madly in love. 

Starting at 6 p.m., DJ 
Julio Bishop will spin clas-
sic salsa music to get the 
party started. The perfor-
mance begins at 6:45 p.m. 
Bring your dancing shoes. 
Admission is free. The Jay 
Pritzker Pavilion is located 
at 201 E. Randolph in 
downtown Chicago. Visit 
MillenniumPark.org for 
more information.

La Havana Madrid is 
one of five local produc-
tions to be presented this 
summer by Chicago-based 
cultura l producers as  

part of the Millennium 
Park Residency program 
for Millennium Park ’s 
20th Anniversary Season 
in 2024, produced in  
par tnership with the 
Chicago Depa r t ment 
of Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events (DCASE). 
It’s one of dozens more 
special events this summer 
celebrating what’s now the 
#1  tourism destination 
in the Midwest. For more, 
v isit Mi l lenniumPark 
.org.

Sandra Delgado, creator and 
star of La Havana Madrid.  
Photo Joel Maisonet.

Jason Alexander. Photo by 
Rebecca J. Michelson.

Judgment Day at The Yard at 
Chicago Shakespeare

Tony and Emmy Award 
winner Jason Alexander 
m a k e s  h i s  C h ic a go 
stage debut in the hilar-
iously irreverent world 
premiere Judgment Day, 
April 23 through May 26 
in The Yard at Chicago 
Shakespeare.

All rise for Jason Alex-
ander’s Chicago stage 
debut in the hilariously 
irreverent world premiere 
Judgment Day, staged by 
Tony-nominated Broadway 
director Moritz von Stuelp-
nagel and written by award-
winning TV screenwriter 

Rob Ulin. Alexander plays 
Sammy Campo, a stag-
geringly corrupt, morally 
bankrupt lawyer who’s 
threatened with eternal 
damnation by a terrifying 
angel after a near-death 
experience. In a desperate 
attempt to redeem himself, 
Sammy forms an unlikely 
bond with a Catholic priest 
having his own crisis of 
faith. Filled with razor-
sharp wit, this deliciously 
devious comedy rollicks 
through the timeless ques-
tions of Western philos-
ophy, “morality,” “faith,” 

and “Are people any damn 
good?”

Curtain 7:30 p.m. The 
Yard at Chicago Shake-
speare, 800 E. Grand 
Avenue, Call 312-595-5600. 
Tickets $41.00 to $68.00.

Auditorium 
Theatre invites 
you to attend 
the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance 
Theater

Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater returns 
to its Chicago home, the 
landmark Auditorium 
Theatre, for its 55th 
engagement here, with 
si x  dy na mic per for-
mances, April 17 through 
21, 2024. Celebrating its 
65th Anniversary season 
in 2023-24, the company 
will perform three distinct 
programs certain to appeal 
to both longtime Ailey fans 
and new audiences discov-
ering this joyous company 
for the first time: audience 
favorites, all-new, and Ailey 
classics.

A new production of 
Ronald K. Brown’s Dancing 
Spirit (2009), set to music 

by Duke Ellington, Wynton 
Marsalis, and War, which 
pays tribute to the women 
of Ailey by evoking the 
elegance, dignity, and 
generosit y  of  Jud it h 
Jamison and borrowing the 
title of her autobiography.

Are You in Your Feel-
ings? In his third commis-
sion for the Ailey company, 
Kyle Abraham’s newest 
work is a celebration of 
Black culture, Black music, 
and the youthful spirit that 

perseveres in us all.
Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater performs 
at the Auditorium Theatre: 
April 17 at 7:30 pm; April 18 
to 19 at 7:30 pm; April 20 at 
1 pm and 7:30 pm; and April 
21 at 3 pm. Tickets start at 
$40 and are now available at 
AuditoriumTheatre.org, by 
calling 312-341-2300, or at 
the Box Office at 50 E. Ida 
B Wells Dr. in Chicago. Box  
office hours are Monday to 
Friday noon to 5:00 pm.

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s Solomon Dumas, 
Constance Stamatiou and Yazzmeen Laidler in Alvin Ailey’s 
Revelations. Photo by Paul Kolnik.

Lookingglass Theatre Company announces a new artistic director and more
Lookingglass Theatre Company shared new ini- 

tiatives that they have established since its announcement 
of the pausing of operations. Since that announcement, 
Look-ingglass has met with its staff, ensemble, and board 
to review the past and look to the future. The company 
has created a new business plan allowing the company 
to continue its mission of presenting unique and original 

works and enhancing its outreach programs. This plan 
was announced at the company’s annual unGALA: LEAP. 
Lookingglass shared that its current 2023 to 2024 fund-
raising goals have been met as well as information about 
the new business plan, new staff and ensemble additions. 

“Lookingglass’ home on Michigan Ave. is a location 
that is primed and ready to become a center for Chicago 

arts, history and social events,” said Lookingglass’s new 
Artistic Director Kasey Foster. “This historic landmark 
building survived a great fire, and now, we too, emerge 
from the ashes. To realize our mission to “change, charge 
and empower” while providing Chicago and its visitors a 
place to gather, to learn, to experience theatre at its most 
theatrical and to have fun, today and into the future.”

Brookfield Zoo Chicago’s 90th Anniversary 
Summer Concert Series

Roaring Nights, pre-
sented by Meijer®, features 
three exhilarating nights of 
music, fun, animal experi-
ences and dancing the 
night away on the Zoo’s 
East Mall. This year’s 
lineup includes The Fray 
on June 22, Barenaked 
Ladies on July 12, and Gin 
Blossoms on July 24, with 
each ticket sold directly 
contributing to the care of 
the Zoo’s animals, educa-
tion programming, and 

global conservation efforts.
On concert nights, sev-

eral of the Zoo’s animal 
habitats will be open until 
7 p.m. And zoogoers can 
meet some of the animal 
ambassadors on the East 
Mall between 6:30 and 7:30 
p.m. each evening.

Guests can choose from 
a variety of ticket options. 
Tickets purchased indi-
vidually range in price 
from $45 to $55. For every 
individual adult ticket 

purchased, one child 12 and 
under is free. VIP offer-
ings for guests 21 and over 
feature a Brutus Package 
at $160 to $170 and a Titus 
Package for $90  to $100. 
Parking is $17 to $20.

For more information 
and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.brookfieldzoo.
org/roaringnights. 

Brookfield Zoo Chicago 
is located at 8400 31st 
Street, Brookfield, Illinois 
60513. Call (708) 688-8000.

Jersey Boys Newly extended to July 28, 2024
Mercury Theater Artistic 

Director Christopher Chase 
Carter proudly announces 
additional dates for the 
f irst bui lt-in Chicago 
Production of Jersey Boys, 
the Tony Award-winning 
story of Frankie Vallie and 
The Four Seasons. Jersey 
Boys has been extended 
through July 28, 2024, at 
Mercury Theater Chicago, 
3745 N. Southport Avenue. 

The production, orig-
inally scheduled to run 
through May 19, opened on 
March 28 to rave reviews 
and high audience demand. 
Tickets for Jersey Boys, 
priced $60 to $90, are on 
sale now at the box office, 

3745 N. Southport Avenue 
in Chicago, www.mercu-
r y theaterchicago.com. 
Mercury Theater Chicago 
has upgraded its seating. 

Jersey Boys fol lows 
the fascinating evolution 
of four blue-collar kids 
who became one of the 
greatest successes in pop 
music history. Winner of 
Best Musical at both the 
Tony Awards® and Olivier 
Awards®, Jersey Boys takes 
you behind the music of 
Frankie Valli and The Four 
Seasons to discover the 
secret of a 40-year friend-
ship as the foursome work 
their way from the streets 
of New Jersey to the heights 

of stardom. Audiences will 
be thrilled with perfor-
mances of chart-topping 
hits including “Sherry,” 
“Big Girls Don’t Cry,” 
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
You,” “Dawn,” and “My 
Eyes Adored You,” which 
brought The Four Seasons 
the highest honor: induc-
tion into the Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame.
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Crafters CornerCrafters CornerCrafters Corner

Spring Clean Up 
Week begins 
April 22 in Oak 
Forest

From April 22 through 
April 26, residents of single-
family homes can dispose 
of multiple bulk items on 
their regular garbage day.

Spring Clean Up Week 
is held in cooperation 
with Homewood Disposal, 
the city’s waste hauler. 
Residents are asked to place 
all trash and bulk items 
curbside by 6 a.m. on their 
pick-up day. Please be sure 
to bag, contain, or bundle 
garbage at the curb.

Residents can dispose of 
durable goods or household 
items such as mattresses, 
furniture, and carpet, as 
well as washers, dryers, and 

refrigerators, please take 
doors off appliances before 
placing curbside. 

Unfortunately, Spring 
Clean Up Week does 
not include hazardous 
materials or electronics. 
However, residents can 
schedule e-waste pickups 
by cal ling Homewood 
Disposal at 708-798-1004 
or completing an online 
form. Acceptable items 

include televisions/moni-
tors, printers, computers, 
electronic keyboards, video 
game consoles, and more. 

Finally, Public Works 
chipping crews will be 
fol lowing Homewood 
Disposal’s pickup schedule. 
Please leave your branches 
at the curb by 7 a.m. on 
your pickup day.

Questions? Call Public 
Works at 708-535-4090.

Earth Day Fair in Tinley Park
Tinley Park’s Enviro-

nmental Enhancement 
Commission presents 
Earth Day Amplified.

Enjoy a week of activ-
ities to do at home with 
your family, outdoor hikes, 
and educational semi-
nars culminating with 
our second annual Earth 
Day Fair. Share photos 
from your Earth Week 
on the Village Instagram, 
Facebook, and X using 
#TinleyEarthAmplified.

April 22 is Earth Day 
Community Clean-Up 
G at her  you r  fa m i ly 
and friends to clean up 
litter in your backyard 
andneighborhood! Share 
a photo of your clean-up 
crew in action on social 
media using the hashtag 
#TinleyEarthAmplified.

April 23 is 3R Day. Find  
new ways to reduce, re- 
use, and recycle with 
your household. Share 
these ideas with #Tinley 
EarthAmplified

Apri l  24 is  Forest 
Preserve Hike. Join natu-
ralists from the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County 
for a hike at St. Mihiel 
Woods located at 167th and 
Central.

April 25 is Veggies 101.  
7 pm at Tinley Park 
Village Hall kick off your 
spring gardening plans 
with a presentation from 
U of I Extension’s Master 
Gardener Program.

April 26 is Take it Out- 
side. Enjoy the outdoors at a 
preserve, park, or your own 
backyard! Keep us engaged 
with all of your fun using 

#TinleyEarthAmplified.
April 27 is Earth Day 

Fair. 10 am until 2 pm at 
Tinley Park Village Hall 
Learn more about sustain-
ability and ecology with 
local organizations and lots 
of family-friendly activi-
ties! From 10 am until 2 pm 
at Kallsen Center Tinley 
Park Village Hall 16250 
South oak Park Avenue, 
Tinley Park, IL, (Northwest 
Entrance). Family friendly 
activities, nature, sustain-
ability, and eco focused 
community resources. 
Free native tree saplings, 
Tinley Park Public Library 
Storytime and Bookmobile, 
Food Truck from I Can’t 
Believe It’s Not Meat!

For more information 
visit www.TinleyPark.org/
EEC.

GaraGes

ABSOLUTE
GARAGE
BUILDERS

absolutegaragebuilders.com

773-842-1998

THE GARAGE

GUY IN
C.

Call
at

We Build New
Garages & Remodel

Old Garages
Siding • Doors

Openers
FREE ESTIMATES

Tree service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

Lawn service

Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discounts

708-424-4306

All Types of Lawn Service
Residential Mowing Includes Trimming, Edging and Clipping Removal

Guaranteed Weed Control
All of our technicians are professionally trained, state tested and licensed

with Professional Fertilizing Program

No Binding Contracts to Sign

Member of

ILLINOIS LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

resTauranTs

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Open for Dine In & Carry Out
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Monday-Saturday 8am-8pm • Closed Sunday

Dining Room

Now Open!

IMLS Names Lincoln Park Zoo 
as National Medal Finalist

Last week, the Institute 
of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) named 
us as a f inalist for its 
2024 National Medal for 
Museum and Library 
Service. The prestigious 
award honors institutions 
for making exceptional 
contributions to their 
communities, and 30 orga-
nizations have been nomi-

nated this year. Just three 
institutions are from the 
Midwest, and Lincoln Park 
Zoo is the only one from 
Illinois. Winners will be 
announced the end of May.

Lincoln Park Zoo is at 
2001 North Clark Street, 
Chicago, I l l inois. For 
more information go to 
www.lpzoo.org or call 
312-742-2000.

Pepper Family Wildlife Center’s captivating African lion 
habitat. Photo courtesy Lincoln Park Zoo.

Olejniczak finishes scoreless march on mound 
for Spartans

by Brian Frangel la , 
OLCHS Staff Writer

There is solid pitching, 
and then there is domi-
nation. For the month of 
March, sophomore left-
hander John Olejniczak 
has been simply dominant 

on the mound for the Oak 
Lawn Community High 
School baseball team. 

He did not allow a sin- 
gle run during his three 
appearances in the month. 
He struck out 19 batters. 
And he threw a no-hitter 

against Morton. He went 
3-0 and only gave up two  
hits along the way. The 
Spartans defeated Crete-Mo- 
nee, Morton, and Simeon.

As a result of his sizzling 
March, he was named 
“Athlete of the Month”.

John Olejniczak. Photo courtesy 
of Oak Lawn Community H.S.

Check out our website at www.vvnew.com
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To advertise call 708-425-1910 or email us at vvnew@sbcglobal.net. 
Website is www.vvnew.com.

Classics Wanted

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

TUCKPOINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
BRICK REPLACEMENT
GLASS BLOCK WINDOWS

BRICK WORK
WINDOW CAULKING

CHIMNEY REBUILDING

708-654-5199
Hiring Tuckpointers & Labors

Fully Insured • Guaranteed Quality

Brick & Chimney Experts Heating & Cooling

grelheatingcooling.com
Paul Guzy

708.228.7197 
Free Estimates

24 Hours
pggrel02@gmail.com

Licensed -Bonded -Insured

Attorney at Law

Power of Attorney 
for Property; 

Power of Attorney 
for Health Care

Signed and notarized 
at your home or 

choice of locations.

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 39 years.

Graduate of Brother 
Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.

Member Illinois State 
Bar Association

Professional Liability 
Insured

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid
Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571
Flood Control Specialists

All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Plumbing

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Painting

Railings + Iron Painting
We supply labor and materials

Free Estimates
Call or Text Lila 773-366-5745

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Asphalt

WANTED
Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

SLOT MACHINES
JUKE BOXES • OLD SIGNS

ANY OLD COIN
OPERATED MACHINE
PINBALL MACHINES

Wanted

Will pay for unwanted
Books, CD’s, DVD's,

 & Records
Call or Text Mario

773-343-5024

Looking to Declutter
before the Holidays

Wanted

JPS
LAWN

MAINTENANCE

• Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Grass Cutting

• Yard Clean-Ups
• Power Raking
• Core Aeration

• Shrub & Hedge
Trimming

Quality Lawn Care at
an Affordable Price

Senior Discount • Ask for Jim

(708) 990-5553

Lawn Maintenance

International Floral
5912 W. 111th Street

Chicago Ridge
708-425-6870

Fresh & Cemetery Flowers

Florist

Flooring
Klis Flooring, Inc.
New hardwood floors

installation, sanding and
refinishing. LVT and

laminate floor installation.
Insured

Call 773-671-4996

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Located in Blue Island

708-256-0951

Custom Sewing

Masonry

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

FOR SALE 
2012 Ford Work Van
E 250 - $2,500 O.B.O.

Call Chris
773-709-2934

For Sale

Sign Up for 
Earth Day Run 
at Brookfield 
Zoo Chicago

Earth Day Run is right 
around the corner! On 
Sunday, April 21, join us at 
Brookfield Zoo Chicago for 
the Earth Day Run, A Run 
for the Planet, a 2.2 mile 
“fun run” through the twist 
and turns of the zoo during 
our pre-park hours. 

Each registered runner 
will receive an Earth Day 
Ru n com memorat ive 
medal and seeds to spread 
the Earth Day cheer in 

your own garden. Spots are 
going quickly, so be sure to 
register today!

Register online at: https: 
//runsignup.com/Race/
IL/Brookfield/Brookfield 
ZooEarthDayRun. Cost 
is $35.00 and registration 
ends on April 20, 2024, at 
11:59 pm CDT.

Additional race informa-
tion can be found at https://

www.czs.org/earthdayrun.
The race wi l l  ta ke 

place at 8400 31st Street, 
Brookfield, Illinois U.S. 
60513.

If you have any questions 
about this race, go to the 
registration page and click 
on the “Question?” button 
to submit a question. The 
Course Map can also be 
found on that page.

Earth Day Run at Brookfield Zoo Chicago. Photo courtesy of 
Brookfield Zoo Chicago.

Meeting for District 218 parents 
of students with disabilities

District 218 will host 
a meeting for parents of 
students with disabilities 
who attend private or home 
schools at 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 30. Special 
education staff will conduct 
the meeting at the district 
Administrative Center at 
10701 S. Kilpatrick Avenue 
in Oak Lawn.

Special education staff 

will discuss the district’s 
plans for providing special 
education serv ices to 
students with disabili-
ties who attend private 
schools or home schools 
within District 218 during 
the 2024-2025 school year. 
Any parent of a home-
schooled student who has 
been or may be identified 
with a disability and lives in 

District 218 is encouraged 
to attend.

For more information, 
contact Director of Special 
Education Kerri Piscitelli at 
708-424-2000 x2562.

Library Seeks Teen Summer Intern
Midlothian Public Li- 

brary invites teens looking 
for a summer job to apply to 
be this year’s Teen Intern. 
This paid 10-week position 
will give the intern experi-
ences in a variety of aspects 
of l ibrary work, from 
Help Desk and Checkout 
Desk service, to hosting 
programs, to work with the 
teen book collection.

Applicants must be at 
least 16 years of age and 

have completed at least 
2 years of high school or 
equivalent educational 
experience by the begin-
ning of June. Applicants 
over 19 years of age will not 
be considered. Those inter-
ested should send a resumé 
and 3 references to Teen 
Services Librarian Maricela 
Kim at mkim@midlo 
thianlibrary.org by April 
24, 2024. Questions may 
also be sent to this email 

address. For more details 
about the position, visit 
https://www.midlothian 
library.org/employment.

The library is located 
at 14701 Kenton Avenue, 
Midlothian, IL. For more 
information about any of 
the library’s programs, 
services, or resources, 
please call the library at 
(708) 535-2027 or visit the 
library’s website, www.
midlothianlibrary.org.

Together We Cope is back in 
business!

Together We Cope’s resale shop, Nu2u, reopened in mid-
April after more than a year closure due to a fire in the 
agency’s main building at 17010 S. Oak Park Avenue in 
downtown Tinley Park. Only the resale shop is open at 
this time; the food pantry and business offices will reopen 
at a later date.

Resale shop hours are the same as before the fire, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. As has been the practice in the past, all items in 
the shop are 50% off the marked price. 

The shop once again will accept donations of gently used 
clothing and housewares to be sold at Nu2u to generate 
revenue for agency programs. Donations can be brought to 
the rear of the building on Tuesday and Thursday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Further 
information is available at 708-633-9180.

Together We Cope is a nonprofit homeless preven-
tion agency based in Tinley Park and serving 27 south 
suburban communities by assisting families in crisis with 
food, clothing, and some financial assistance

VFW Cinco de Mayo Dance
Everyone is welcome to 

join VFW Bremen Post 
#2791 at 17147 South Oak 
Park Avenue, Tinley Park, 
Illinois for our Cinco de 
Mayo dance, on Saturday, 
May 4th, 2024. The cover 

charge is $5.00. To reserve 
a table of 8 in your name, 8 
tickets are $40.

We will be having, Latin 
f lavored music, a long 
with regular music, line 
dancing, music requests 

and so much more.
Bring your friends and 

family plus bring snacks. 
¡Olé! 

For more informa-
tion call the Post #2791 at 
708-532-2333.
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B-Mac, Far South 
Suburban

FREE
Wi-Fi

Access

3-52”

HDTV’s

Open24 hrs.7 daysa week*

New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry April Special $5 Gift Card
with every Drop-Off Laundry Service Load

(20 lb. minimum)

Double Load Washes
Wednesday’s Only

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

facebook.com/SoapOperaLaundromats

We will Wash/Dry/Fold
your clothes for only lb.

Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $1
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15

*With our Wash Club Membership
Loyalty Card

 ALL WASH IS NOW SANITIZED
KILLING ALL BACTERIA, VIRUSES AND COVID-19

$150

$199


