
Proudly Serving 
Chicagoland for 48 Years

Blue Island, Midlothian, Alsip, Crestwood

B-MAC EDITION

We serve our 
community with 

good news!Village ViewVillage View
Volume 16 | Number 4 | February 15, 2022

Alsip Details Distribution of  
Government Funds

by Jan Glaz
During the February 

7th Village of Alsip Board 
of Trustees Meeting, 
Mayor John Ryan offered 
an update in regard to a 
zoom meeting he attended 
with the Mayors and 
Managers of local govern-
ment. Mayor Ryan stated, 
“We are urging our state 
legislators to support 
legislation to increase our 

local share of the distribu-
tion of government funds 
to 8%. 

“A few years back our 
share of funds allocated by 
the state to municipalities 
was at 10%, and then later 
that it was reduced down to 
5%. I recall it amounted to 
over a $210,000.00 reduc-
tion for the community. 
State Senator, Anthony 
DeLuca, is in the process 
of sponsoring a bill, he’s 
asking for a minimum of 
8%. With that percentage 
it will increase our share 
3% above what we’re at 
now. 

“So far twenty-one sena-
tors and forty state repre-
sentatives have agreed to 
sign on. We’re hoping to 
have at least an equiva-
lent of a simple majority 
in each chamber, which 
means we’ll require 30 in 
the senate and 60 in the 

house, to demonstrate 
to the governor in the 
democratic and repub-
lican legislative leader-
ship, that a majority of the 
general assembly supports 
increasing the local share. 
With that many co-spon-
sors it would be difficult 
for the governor to avoid 
the issue when budget 
negotiations take place.”

Board meeting endnotes: 
Trustees granted permis-
sion for Sertoma Centre’s 
Super Sale Fundraiser to be 
held on Saturday, April 2, 
2022, from 10 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. The event will be held 
at their facility located at 
4100 W. 127th Street. A 
Special Use Permit met 
with full board approval 
authorizing a truck and 
equipment storage yard 
for a portion of the prop-
erty located at 5959 West 
115th Street. 

Village of Alsip Mayor, 
John Ryan

Vehicle Emissions Testing Extended

The Secretary of State has 
extended vehicle registra-
tion expiration dates by at 
least 90 days. If you do not 
feel comfortable visiting an 

Air Team testing location, 
you may take advantage of 
the registration expiration 
extension or you may have 
someone else bring your 
vehicle in for emissions 
testing.

In order to reduce traffic 
volume at stations and wait 
time, motorists should test 

their vehicles in the months 
identified in the table below. 
Updates to this table will be 
posted on the Secretary of 
State website: www.illino-
isairteam.net. For a list of 
Air Team testing locations 
currently open, please visit 
www.illinoisairteam.net/
testing-station-locator.

Mayor Fred Bilotto Appoints 
Geoffery Farr as Police Chief

Mayor Fred Bilotto is 
proud to announce the 
appointment of Geoffery 
Farr as Blue Island’s next 
Chief of Police. The Blue 
Island City Council recently 
voted unanimously in 

support of the appointment, 
and Chief Farr was formally 
sworn in in front of family, 
friends, and guests.

Earlier this month, Chief 
Farr celebrated his 24th 
anniversary as a member 
of the Blue Island Police 
Department, serving with 
honor at every stage of 
his career, including his 
most recent assignment as 
interim Chief.

“Chief Farr has a knowl-

edge of the City and a 
passion for keeping it safe,” 
says Mayor Bilotto. “He is a 
quality professional who’s 
abreast of the developments, 
technological advances and 
emerging trends in in law 
enforcement, and I have 
every confidence that he 
will keep our streets safe 
while modernizing the 
department and leading a 
force of which we can all be 
proud.”

Vehicle 
Stickers on 
Sale Soon

Midlothian Vehicle 
stickers will not be sold 
at Village Hall. Stickers 
can be purchased online 
or via mail. A sticker and 
a receipt will be mailed to 
you. If you have not received 
your renewal application 
by May 31, please come 
to the Village Hall with 
your vehicle information 
or contact the Village Hall 
708-389-0200 option 5.

New Retailers Come on Board for SNAP Recipients to Buy Food Online and 
Shop Right from Their Mobile Device

Governor JB Pritzker and 
the Illinois Department of 
Human Services (IDHS) 
announced today that 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has 
approved retailers Sam’s 
Club and Meijer Grocery for 
SNAP online purchasing. 
With these additions, 
Illinois LINK card users 
can now purchase groceries 
online through eleven retail 
chains across the state.

Illinois has about 1.8 
million SNAP recip-
ients .  The  Pr itzker 

Administration made it 
possible at the beginning 
of the pandemic for these 
customers to buy groceries 
online.  Since March 
2020, the pool of partici-
pating retailers has grown 
substantially. Illinois SNAP 
customers who want to 
shop at Meijer must reside 
in an area where Instacart 
is an option. Additionally, 
Meijer grocery locations 
are accepting Online EBT 
through Instacart.

“Every resident in Illinois 
deserves equitable access to 
healthy food options,” said 
Governor JB Pritzker. “This 
latest round of expansion 
for online SNAP retailers is 
helping make that a reality 

for thousands of SNAP 
customers across the state.”

With Sam’s Club and 
Meijer, Illinois’ eleven 
online SNAP retail part-
ners include Capri IGA, 
County Market, Fairplay 
Neighborhood Market, 
Schnucks, Supermercados 
El Guero, Woodman’s 
Market, ALDI, Amazon, 
and Walmart.  

Other grocery retailers 
interested in becoming 
part of the program can 
learn more and apply at 
www.fns.usda.gov/snap 
online-purchasing-pilot. 

“I’m proud of the public-
private commitment to 
expand online purchasing 
options for SNAP customers 

in Illinois,” said IDHS 
Secretary Grace B. Hou. 
“Giving families an online 
option to access quality 
food is so important, and 
I’m grateful to our partners 
at Sam’s Club, Meijer, and 
the USDA for making this 
possible.”

Various Sam’s Club loca-
tions in Illinois will begin 
accepting EBT as a form of 
payment using their “Scan 
& Go” mobile application 
beginning this month.

The USDA requires 
al l  SNAP authorized 
retailers, including autho-
rized online retailers, to 
ensure that SNAP benefits 
are used to purchase only 
eligible food items. A list 

of eligible food items that 
can be purchased using 
SNAP benefits is available 
here: www.fns.usda.gov/
snapeligible-food-items. 

Illinois residents can use 
the SNAP eligibility calcu-
lator to determine if they 
are eligible for SNAP bene-
fits. IDHS has an addi-
tional resource page for 
SNAP benefit amounts 
and eligibility limits that 
can be viewed here: https://
w w w. d h s . s t a t e . i l . u s /
OneNetLibrary/27897/
documents/Brochures/124.
pdf.

Related updates on Illinois 
Online SNAP program are 
posted at  www.DHS.illi-
nois.gov/OnlineSNAP.



Oak Forest 
Fleadh 
Returns on 
March 5

The Oak Forest-Crest-
wood Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the City of 
Oak Forest will host the 13th 
Annual Oak Forest Fleadh 
on Saturday, March 5.  The 
community event includes 
the CNB Fleadh 5K race 
at 8:30 a.m. and the family 
parade on Central Avenue 
at 11 a.m. 

“We hope everyone comes 
out in their best St. Patrick’s 
Day attire to enjoy this Oak 
Forest tradition that cele-
brates fitness, family and 
fun like only the Irish know 
how to do,” said Oak Forest-
Crestwood Area Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 
Director Kim Malecky-Iles.  
“After the parade, continue 
to ‘Fleadh Around Town’ by 
visiting our local bars and 
restaurants.”

The 5K race starts and 

finishes at 153rd and 
Lacrosse , steps away from 
Oak Forest Bowl, the 
pre-and post-race host.  
More than 30 participants 
are expected to run or walk 
the 3.1-mile course in the 
city’s 3rd and 5th Wards.  
The city will close several 
neighborhood streets 
shortly before the start of the 
5K race.  The closures will be 
in effect for approximately 
one hour.  For a map or to 
register for the race, visit 
www.oak-forest.org.

The family parade will 
step off from 151st and 
Central Avenue at 11 a.m. 
and head south to the Oak 
Forest Park District.  This 
year’s grand marshal is 
Project Fire Buddies, an 
organization of firefighters 
who bring joy to kids strug-
gling with serious illness.  

The group was established 
by the Oak Forest Fire 
Department in 2016 and has 
quickly grown to include 15 
regional fire departments. 

“We planted the seed 
for Project Fire Buddies, 
but it quickly flourished 
in the hearts of other first 
responders and community 
members,” said Oak Forest 
Firefighter and Founder 
Kurt DeGroot.  “We are 
excited to shine a light on 
our fire buddies and their 
families, who are deserving 
of our love and support.  We 
look forward to celebrating 
their strength and courage 
with the community at the 
Fleadh.” 

For event  detai ls , 
including sponsorship 
opportunities, race and 
parade registration, and 
street closures, please call 
708-687-460, e-mail kim@
oc-chamber.org, visit www.
oak-forest.org, or like us 
at www.facebook.com/
oakforestfleadh.

Another photo will be 
sent without the photogra-
pher. Only need to caption 
her.

Tinley Park Expands Installation for  
License Plate Readers

by Jan Glaz

At the Tinley Park 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
held on February 1st, 
trustees adopted a resolu-
tion between the Village of 
Tinley Park and Minuteman 
Security Technologies for 
‘Fixed Automated License 
Plate Readers’ (ALPR) and 
agreed to an installation 
amount totaling $75,157.52. 

The ALPR is a technology 
that automatically recog-

nizes license plate numbers 
using optical images to read 
and collect location data. It 
can use closed-circuit tele-
vision, road-rule enforce-
ment cameras or cameras 
designed specifically for 
recognition. The Village 
awarded the program 
to Minuteman Security 
Technologies in 2019 and 
cameras were installed at 
six locations. The cameras 
have proven positive results 
for the Police Department in 
investigations.

The Police Department 
identified additional sites as 
beneficial and requested the 
Village to proceed installing 
the cameras to other loca-
tions that include: 175th 
and LaGrange Road. Two 
cameras for east and west-
bound traffic; 167th and 
Cherry Hill Avenue. Two 
cameras for east and west-
bound traffic; and 171st 

and Cambridge Avenue. 
One camera for eastbound 
traffic. For additional 
information in regard to 
license plate readers please 
visit: www.eff.org/pages/
automated-license-plate-
readers-alpr

The Village spotlighted 
Tinley Park business 
‘Goldy Locks, Inc., and 
welcomed Gerald Griffin, 
President of Goldy Locks, 
Inc./Alarm-One, to speak 
on behalf of the business. 
Goldy Locks, Inc. is an 
established chain of lock-
smith, commercial door, and 
electronic security centers 
serving the Chicago metro-
politan area since 1981. The 
Times Media Company 
recently listed the Tinley 
Park location, 17048 Oak 
Park Avenue, as winner of 
the “Best Alarm System” 
category in its “Southland 
Best” poll of reader favorites. 

Gerald Griffin, President  
of Goldy Locks, Inc.
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Brick Pavers, Veterans’ Banners Available

Friends and family 
can honor their favorite 
veterans by purchasing 
bricks bearing personalized 
inscriptions that recognize 
their service. These bricks 
are incorporated into the 
walkway at the General 
Patrick E. Rea Veterans 
Plaza and provide a perma-
nent tribute.

Bricks ordered by Tuesday, 
March 1 will be installed in 
time for Memorial Day, and 
those ordered by Aug. 1 will 
be installed by Veterans Day. 
The plaza is in the south 
parking lot adjacent to the 
80th Avenue train station.

Residents can also 
purchase a veteran’s banner 
to be displayed in Veterans 
Plaza and along Timber 
Drive annually from 
Memorial Day to Veterans 
Day. These banners honor 

local veterans by featuring 
their likeness, name, branch 
of the military and years of 
service. Residents have until 
Sunday, May 1 to purchase a 
veteran’s banner for current 
and past residents of Tinley 
Park who have served or are 
serving in any branch of the 
military.

Visit Veterans Com  
mission (tinleypark.org) 
for more information on 
these and other programs 
for veterans.

City of Oak Forest Names Michael Salamowicz 
as Public Works Director

Michael Salamowicz 
the new Public Works 
Director, really stood out 
to us during the interview 
process due to his extensive 
project management and 
engineering experience,” 
said City Administrator 
Tim Kristin.  “He is going 
to raise the bar by bringing 
contemporary ideas and 
best practices to the posi-
tion and department.”

Most recently, Salamo-
wicz served as the develop-
ment services director for 
the Village of Homer Glen – 
overseeing all engineering 
projects within the village, 
including plan reviews, 
roadway projects, and 

storm water management.  
In this role, Salamowicz 
worked closely with devel-
opers, contractors and 
engineers to ensure work 
was completed on time 
and in accordance with 

village codes and regula-
tions.  He also developed 
the village’s first utility 
billing system.

Earlier in his career, 
Salamowicz worked as a 
project engineer for several 
companies, managing proj-
ects from start to finish.  In 
particular, he served as the 
resident engineer for the 
U.S. Route 6 expansion, 
the I-355 south extension, 
and a development with 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. 

Salamowicz holds a bach-
elor of science degree in 
mechanical engineering 
technology from Purdue 
University.

Michael Salamowicz



Moraine Valley FitRec to Host Indoor Triathlon/Duathlon
Run, swim and bike 

through an indoor triathlon 
or duathlon on Sunday, Feb. 
27, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the 
Moraine Valley Community 
College Health, Fitness & 
Recreation Center (FitRec), 
9000 W. College Parkway, 
in Palos Hills.

Beginners, amateurs 

and elite athletes are all 
encouraged to compete 
in this indoor event that 
includes a 10-minute 
swim, 20-minute bike 

and 15-minute run for the 
triathlon, and a 15-minute 
run, 20-minute bike and 
15-minute run for the 
duathlon. Each activity 
has different transition 
times, but a volunteer 
will tally each competi-
tor’s distances. Start times 
will be designated during 

registration.
Winners will be deter-

mined by distance, and 
medals will be awarded 
following the event. Race 
results will be posted on the 
FitRec website. Spectators 
are only allowed in desig-
nated areas of the facility.

All participants must 

abide by current FitRec 
facility policies that align 
with COVID-19 mandates 
during the event, which 
includes all users over the 
age of 5 must be vaccinated 
to enter the building.

Anyone 12 and older can 
participate. Registration is 
$30 for FitRec members, 

$45 for nonmembers and 
$20 for Moraine Valley 
students. For more infor-
mation, visit morainevalley.
edu/fitrec or contact Ellen 
Papan, assistant director 
of Fitness and Wellness 
Services, (708) 608-4029 
or papane@morainevalley.
edu.

Worth Public Library District 
Hires Rachel Snyder as New 
Director

The Board of Trustees of 
the Worth Public Library 
voted to hire Rachel 
Snyder during their board 
meeting after a nationwide 
search conducted after 
current Director Carol 
Hall announced her retire-
ment.  Ms. Snyder began 
recently.

Ms. Snyder comes to 
Worth from the Lemont 
Public Library District 
where they’d worked 
since 2018, including the 

past two years as 
Assistant Director. 
After earning her 
Masters in Library 
and Information 
Services from Wayne State 
in Michigan, Ms. Snyder 
began her career working 
at the public libraries in 
Glenview and Naperville.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity and I can’t wait to 
start.” Snyder said. “Both 
the Board and Staff are on 
the same page which is 
very exciting to see.”

The Board appreci-
ated Ms. Snyder’s experi-
ence with strategic plan-

ning, which will 
be a priority for 
the Library going 
for ward.  Board 
President Bahira 

Karim noted that her 
passion for diversity, equity, 
and inclusion stood out. 
“Her energy and passion 
for helping libraries help 
their communities really 
stood out.” Karim said.

For additional informa-
tion, visit the Worth Public 
Library’s website at www.
worthlibrary.com. Or stop 
by at 6917 West 111th 
Street, Worth, Illinois or 
call 708-448-2855.
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City of Palos Heights Distributes KN95 Masks
by Jan Glaz

At the City of Palos 
Heights City Council 
Meeting, held on February 
2nd, Alderman Michael 
McGrogan announced 
that Cook County would 
supply KN95 masks and 
deliver them to various 
Walgreen’s around the 

county. “Un fortunately, the 
county was selective on zip 
codes and Palos Heights 
was one of the zip codes 
that didn’t get approved. 
However, we discovered that 
if you go to Walgreens, they 
will give out three masks for 
each request, even though 
Palos Heights isn’t on the list 
of recipient zip codes.” 

Palos Heights Mayor, 
Robert Straz, responded, 
“Actually, I’m going out to pick 
up 1,000 masks from Cook 
County, and I’ll bring them 
here.” The city is making the 
masks available to residents. 
If you are in need of masks, 
please stop by City Hall, 7607 
W. College Drive, between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 

p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The city is handing out two 
masks per resident. 

In other meeting news: 
The city approved payment 
to ‘Garland/DBS, Inc.’ for 
roof replacement at the 
former Southwest Central 
Dispatch building in the 
amount of $77,434.00; 
approved proceeding with 
TruGreen lawn services for 
the 2022 upcoming season, 
in the amount of $19,201.35; 
and agreed to continue with 
landscaping maintenance 
of the raised planters along 
Harlem Avenue with ‘CNC 
Lawn Care’ in the amount of 
$2,775.00 per month, from 
April 1, 2022 to October 31, 
2022, totaling $19,425.00. 

City of Palos Heights 
Alderman, Michael 

McGrogan

McCord Gallery Presents Out 
of the Shadows

The McCord Gallery is 
pleased to host “Out of the 
Shadows” with photog-
raphy by Julian Graham, 
Armin Lang,  Joseph 
Pillado, Joe Torres, Lex 
Vasquez, and Houston 

Weatherly.
Februar y 26–

March 25, 2022.
Reception: Friday, 

March 4, 6:30-8:30 
pm.

Free and Open to 
the Public!

McCord Galler y & 
Cultural Center, 9602 W. 
Creek Rd., Palos Park, IL 
60464.

Monday – Friday, 10 am 
– 4 pm, Saturday, 11 am – 4 
pm, Sunday, Closed

Vehicle 
Emissions 
Testing 
Extended

The Secretary of State has 
extended vehicle registra-
tion expiration dates by at 
least 90 days. If you do not 
feel comfortable visiting an 
Air Team testing location, 
you may take advantage of 
the registration expiration 
extension or you may have 
someone else bring your 
vehicle in for emissions 
testing.

In order to reduce 

traffic volume at stations 
and wait time, motor-
ists should test their vehi-
cles in the months iden-
tified in the table below. 
Updates to this table will be 
posted on the Secretary of 
State website: www.illino-
isairteam.net. For a list of 
Air Team testing locations 
currently open, please visit 
www.illinoisairteam.net/
testing-station-locator.

Palos Village 
Players 
Presents “The 
39 steps”

In The 39 Steps, a man 
with a boring life meets a 
woman with a thick accent 
who says she’s a spy. When 
he takes her home, she is 
murdered?  Soon, a myste-
rious organization called 
“The 39 Steps” is hot on the 
man’s trail in a nationwide 
manhunt that climaxes in a 

death-defying finale!
Dates are February 18, 19, 

20, 25, and 26.
Director: Kim Dignan, 

Assistant Director: Danette 
Halley, and Producer: Sarah 
Callis.

Visit The Palos Village 
Players The Palos Village 
Players  for more informa-
tion call 1-877-787-8497 to 
purchase tickets.



Evergreen Park’s Own “Abbey Road”
Daughter 

of MWRD 
pipefitter to 
re pre s e nt 
Team USA 
in Olympic 
Games in 
Beijing

Abbey Murphy’s family 
may not be able to travel 
with her to the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, China, 
but the family and friends 
of the daughter of an emer-
gency room nurse and pipe-
fitter from the MWRD will 
be rooting for her from afar.

Murphy, 19, of Evergreen 
Park, was recently selected 
to the 23-woman roster as 
the second youngest on the 
USA Women’s hockey team, 
and one of five Chicago area 

women to play for gold.
“It is surreal to think 

that she made this team,” 
said her father, Ed Murphy. 
“Her room is decorated with 
hockey stuff like an auto-
graphed 1980 USA Olympic 
jersey on the wall, pictures 
of the women’s team from 
the Olympics, and here she 
is playing with the women 
she has autographs from and 
considers her role models.”

The Murphy Family has 
traveled with Abbey to 
Russia, Japan, Slovakia, and 
across North America, but 
this time due to COVID-19 
protocols, her closest 
cheering section must watch 
from the other side of the 
world.

Despite the difference 

in time, family and friends 
will wake up early and gather 
for a watch party at 7 a.m. at 
Barraco’s in her hometown 
of Evergreen Park. Following 
Team USA’s preliminary 
games against Finland, 
and the Russian Olympic 
Committee, Switzerland and 
Canada before quarterfinal. 

“Good luck to Abbey 
Murphy and Team USA,” 
said MWRD President Kari 
K. Steele. “It is so exciting 
to have an Olympian in 
our midst. We appreciate 
the talent, drive, passion 
and energy that Abbey, her 
teammates and their families 
have put forth to represent 
our country, and we at the 
MWRD are proud to cheer 
Abbey on to victory.”

ipate in Special Olympics 
programming and reveal 
their inner champion.

Plunge OUR Way and 
join us on 03/05/2022 at 
Manteno Sportsmen’s Club 
located at 851 S Main in 
Manteno. Registration will 
be from 11am to 1:30pm 

w i t h  t h e 
plunge taking 
place at 2pm.

Click here 
to donate or 
to help us out 
w w w. s o i l l .
donordrive.
com.

Burbank 
Police Dept. 
are joining 
to help Torch 
Run

T h e  O f f i c e s  o f 
the  Bur  bank Pol ice 
Department are joining 
together to participate 
in the 2022 Illinois Law 
Enforcement Torch Run 
Polar Plunge!

Your donation helps 
provide athletes with 
intellectual disabilities 
the opportunity to partic-
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Oak Lawn Addresses Anti-Law  
Enforcement Rhetoric

by Jan Glaz

At the Village of Oak 
Lawn Board Meeting held 
on February 8th, Oak Lawn 
Mayor, Terry Vorderer, 
stated, “When I was in my 
last years as a police chief we 
had over 800 police officer 
applications, we had to rent 
the grand ballroom at the 
Hilton Hotel to test. On our 
last police officer testing we 
had less than 70 applications 
for a very good paying job 
with good benefits. At that 
testing more than half of the 
70 applicants were Chicago 
policemen. That’s got to 
tell you a whole lot about 
what’s happening to our 

law enforcement community. 
I don’t think people want this 
job anymore. There’s a thin 
blue line between an orderly 
society and a safe society.” 

Trustee Alex Olejniczak 
added, “For our people who 
are running for election, 
please review the legisla-
tion that’s out there. Please, 
do a better job confronting 
what’s going on out in the 
streets every day. We need 
to put pressure on our legis-
lators to undo the harm that’s 
been done.” 

Trustee Thomas Phelan 
joined the discussion. “The 
current anti-law attitudes 
affect the security of busi-
nesses in after hours. Over 
the years business have 
relied upon police surveil-
lance. Now, police offi-
cers don’t want to take this 
extra job, even if they need 
the money, because they 
can’t take the risk of making 
an arrest, being filmed and 
then accused and lied about. 
There’s been a rise of busi-
ness-related crimes, like the 
car dealer on 95th Street who 
had multiple cars stolen in 

the middle of the night.” 
Official endnotes: The 

village is urging registration 
in the village’s ‘ring camera 
system’ available for resi-
dents and businesses. On 
the village website, www.
oaklawn-il.gov, type ‘registry’ 
in the search bar. You will be 
guided to create an account. 
Oak Lawn Police Chief, 
Daniel Vittorio, reported 
that the ‘ring camera system’ 
allows police access to resi-
dential, commercial or 
school security systems. 
“The ring camera system 
aids in reducing police 
time canvasing an area 
where crime is or has been 
reported.” 

Before the meeting ad  
journed, trustees approved 
a request for a 2’ foot garage 
rear yard variation at 9550 
Campbell Avenue for peti-
tioner, Alma, Inc., and due 
to retirement, agreed to 
direct the Fire and Police 
Commission to hire (8) patrol 
officers from the current 
eligibility list, and to promote 
(1) Fire Lieutenant and (1) 
Fire Fighter/Paramedic. 

Village of Oak Lawn Trustee, 
Alex Olejniczak

Students Select 1st EPCHS Staff 
Members of the Month 

Evergreen Park Com-  
munity High School would 
like to celebrate those who 
make a difference in our 
students’ lives. That’s why 
the Staff Member of the 
Month program was estab-

lished recently.
All students are encour-

aged to nominate one or 
more staff members who 
have impacted them in a 
special way. At the end of 
January, EPCHS received 
177 nominations from 
students, with 46 staff 
members nominated for 
the month. 

Selected as recipients 
of the school’s first Staff 
Members of the Month 
were Amy Lanigan, a para-
professional who works in 
the nurse’s office, and Bryn 
Zingrebe, a science teacher. 

“The administration 

decided to start this recog-
nition for our staff based on 
the daily effort and dedi-
cation that our staff shows 
to our students, especially 
during these trying times,” 
EPCHS Principal Bill 
Sanderson said. 

Teachers, support staff, 
building staff, maintenance 
staff and administrators are 
among the staff members 
eligible to win the award. 

Students who nominate 
a staff member are entered 
into a raffle to win a $25 gift 
card. Cassidy McMullin won 
the raffle for her nomination 
in January.

Vehicle Emissions Testing 
Extended

The Secretary of State has 
extended vehicle registra-
tion expiration dates by at 
least 90 days. If you do not 
feel comfortable visiting an 
Air Team testing location, 
you may take advantage of 
the registration expiration 
extension or you may have 
someone else bring your 

vehicle in for emissions 
testing.

In order to reduce 
traffic volume at stations 
and wait time, motor-
ists should test their vehi-
cles in the months iden-
tified in the table below. 
Updates to this table will be 
posted on the Secretary of 
State website: www.illino-
isairteam.net. For a list of 
Air Team testing locations 
currently open, please visit 
www.illinoisairteam.net/
testing-station-locator.



Illinois Households Benefited from Illinois  
American Water’s Customer Assistance  
Programs in 2020 and 2021

Over the last two years, 
Illinois American Water 
helped more than 15,500 
residential customers receive 
financial assistance to help 
keep water service flowing. 
The support came through 
the Company’s customer 
assistance program, H2O 
Help to Others, as well as 
customer grants credited to 
qualifying accounts. 

“We understand it can be 
hard to get back on track once 
an account falls behind. 

We want to help our 
customers receive the assis-
tance they need and avoid 
service interruption,” 
said Beth Matthews, Vice 
President of Operations. 

Illinois American Water’s 
H2O Help to Others program 
offers financial assistance to 
residential customers in need. 

The program is administered 
by Salvation Army agencies 
within the company’s service 
area. Information, including 
Salvation Army contact infor-
mation, can be found online 
at illinoisamwater.com under 
Customer Service & Billing 
in the Customer Assistance 
Program section. The H2O 
Help to Others program 
provides customers who have 
experienced a financial hard-
ship up to $200 in assistance, 
regardless of income. 

Matthews explained, 
“Our customer assistance 
program is not based on 
income to support an inclu-
sive approach for all of our 
residential customers who 
may be experiencing a hard-
ship. It’s important we do 
what we can to help.” 

The H2O Help to Others 

program is supported by 
contributions from Illinois 
American Water as well 
as contributions from 
customers. Information 
regarding the program and 
how to donate is included 
on Illinois American Water’s 
customer bills. 

In addition to financial 
assistance, customers may 
also qualify to enroll in a 
payment plan to pay the 
balance of their bill over 
time. The company also 
offers budget billing so resi-
dential customers can pay 
a fixed monthly payment 
over a period of 12 months. 
Customers are not auto-
matically enrolled in these 
programs and must call 
800-422-2782 to enroll. More 
information can be found at 
illinoisamwater.com. 

Customers may also be 
eligible for assistance through 
a new federal program - 
Low Income Household 
Water Assistance Program 
(LIHWAP). LIHWAP is 
a new, temporary federal 
emergency program to 
help qualifying low-income 
customers pay their overdue 
water and wastewater bills. 
Qualifying customers can 
receive one crisis grant 
each for water service and 
wastewater service. More 
information is available at 
https://www2.illinois.gov / 
dceo / CommunityServices 
/ Home Weatherization 
/  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n 
Agencies / Pages / default.
aspx. Customers can also 
contact the LIHWAP 
hotline at 877-411-WARM 
(9276).
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Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive

Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.
Hosted by the Internet Archive.

Look at the Oak Lawn Library website
at https://www.olpl.org.

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org

Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org

The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 
www.burbankilchamber.com

Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com

Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber of Commerce 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber of Commerce 
www.villageofjustice.org

Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  
The OC Chamber of Commerce 

www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Palos Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.palosareachamber.org

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers

FREE KN95 Masks Available

FREE KN95 masks 
available at the Chicago 
Ridge Village Hall, 10455 

S. Ridgeland Ave.  Limit 6 
masks per household while 
supplies last.

First Installment Property Tax Bills are in the 
Mail to Cook County Property Owners

Cook County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas has mailed 
nearly 1.8 million Tax Year 
2021 First Installment prop-
erty tax bills. Payments are 
due March 1, 2022. 

The First Installment is 
55% of the previous year’s 
total tax. Exemptions that 
can reduce a property 

owner’s taxes are applied to 
the Second Installment bill. 

Since Pappas posted the 
bills on cookcountytrea-
surer.com almost 13,000 
property owners have gone 
to the website to pay their 
property taxes. 

“Paying property taxes 
through cookcountytrea-
surer.com is quick, easy 
and secure,” Pappas said. 
“Think about how many 
other things you do on the 
web. 

“If you’ve never paid your 
property taxes online, I urge 
to do so. You’ll receive an 

electronic receipt that will 
come in handy when you 
prepare your income tax 
return.” 

To make a payment 
online, visit cookcounty-
treasurer.com and follow 
these steps: 

Select the blue box labeled 
“Pay Online for Free” 

Enter your address or 
14-digit Property Index 
Number (PIN) 

There is no fee if you 
pay online from your bank 
account. The Treasurer’s 
Office accepts partial 
payments,  but First 

Installment taxes must be 
paid by March 1 to avoid a 
late charge of 1.5 percent 
per month, as mandated by 
Illinois law. 

You can also use cook-
countytreasurer.com to: 

Search $84 million in 
available refunds. 

Check if you are missing 
out on $34 million in prop-
erty tax exemptions, which 
lower your tax bill. 

Read the Pappas Studies, 
a series of research proj-
ects that includes a 20-year 
history of Cook County 
property taxes.

Free Chicago Museums
We love to go inside the 

free Chicago museums, 
many of whom are offering 
free days in February 2022.  
Check out our list below and 
enjoy and fun family FREE 
activities!   Illinois resi-
dents receive free museum 
entry for select Chicago 
museums throughout the 
year, with several opportu-
nities throughout February 
and March.

Adler Planetarium
The Adler Planetarium 

will fully reopen next month 
and will be offering free 
admission on select days for 
Illinois residents.  The Adler 
will fully reopen on March 4, 
with tickets now available for 
purchase.

Art Institute of Chicago
Mondays, Thursdays and 

Fridays from now through 
March 17, 2022

DuSable Museum 
of African American 
History

Every Wednesday
Field Museum
Feb. 16 and 23
Museum of 

Contemporary Art
Every Tuesday
Museum of Science and 

Industry
Feb. 16 and 23
Shedd Aquarium
Feb. 14-18
All Illinois residents 

must provide proof of resi-
dency to participate in the 
museum free days, such as 
an Illinois driver’s license, 
lease, library card, student 
ID with a photo, utility bill, 
work ID or check stub.

Color Therapy
The Chicago Ridge Public 

Library, 10400 Oxford is 
hosting “Color Therapy” 
on Friday, March 11th from 
10-11 a.m. Come color for 
fun and enjoy the bene-
fits of creative coloring. We 

provide the pages, colored 
pencils, markers and a good 
time! To sign up or request 
more information, please call 
the library at 708-423-7753 
or visit the website, www.
chicagoridgelibrary.org.

WITs Workouts 
The Chicago Ridge Public 

Library, 10400 Oxford is 
hosting “WITS Workout” 
on Thursday, March 24th 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. The 
research is in, our brains 
need regular workouts 
too! Join us monthly for 
this engaging, interac-

tive and educational brain 
health program developed 
by University of Illinois 
Extension educators.  To 
register or request more 
information, please call 
the library at 708-423-7753 
or visit the website, www.
chicagoridgelibrary.org.



Dealing with Dry Skin
By Katie Faley
“Dry skin, also known as 

xeroderma, can be a pesky 
nuisance that creeps up any 
time of the year, but espe-
cially during the winter 
months when the air is dry,” 
said Anne Orzechowski, 
an advanced practiced 
registered nurse with OSF 
HealthCare.

If you’re one of the 
millions of people who suffer 
from dry skin, Anne gave us 
the lowdown on how to spot 
it and find some relief.

How do I know I have dry 
skin?

Dry skin is one of those 
conditions that you know 
when you’ve got it. You can 
usually tell you have dry skin 
when your skin is:

Red , Flaky, Rough, Itchy, 
Tight skin.

In more severe cases of 
dry skin, your skin might 
crack or bleed.

“You can get dry skin on 
any part of your body,” Anne 
said.

Many people experience 
dry skin on their arms, legs, 
elbows, knees, face, feet and 
especially hands.

“With flu season and 
COVID-19, everybody is 
washing their hands a lot 
more. Every time we wash 

our hands, the natural oils 
that coat and protect our 
skin – called sebum – get 
stripped off by harsh soaps,” 
Anne said.

Causes of dry skin
Dry skin can depend on 

many factors – for instance, 
age, other medical condi-
tions, the season of year, 
your lifestyle, where you 
live and so much more. It 
usually isn’t a big deal, but 
that doesn’t make it any 
more fun to live with.

Environmental factors 
can make a big difference, 
too.

“During winter, the 
air doesn’t hold as much 
humidity, which means our 
skin isn’t soaking in as much 
moisture. Plus, who doesn’t 
love hot showers during the 
cold months to warm up? 
But when we take really hot 
showers, the hot water opens 
every pore, which makes it 
harder for our skin to lock in 
moisture,” Anne said.

Solving the dry skin 
problem

Visit our website for 
more information about 
Dry Skin and other prob-
l e m s ,  h t t p s : / / w w w.
osfhealthcare.org/blog/
dealing-with-dry-skin.
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PLEASE RSVP

Thursday, March 10, 2022
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Alzheimer’s
& Dementia

Family Caregiver
Support Group

708-304-8443
Build a support system with people 

who understand. This regularly 
scheduled gathering is for anyone who 
cares for a person with Alzheimer’s or 
another form of dementia. Come 
exchange practical information on 
caregiving challenges and solutions. 
Share feelings and concerns, and talk 
through issues to �ind coping strategies.

For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   MercyCircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

EEOC

March 5th

Fleadh Around 
Town

8:30 am  CNB 5k Virtual walk/run www.raceroster.com/55632
11 am Family Parade on Central Avenue steps off at 151st, 

and heads south to Oak Forest Park District.
Hunt for the $1,000 golden ticket along parade route 

sponsored by 

Visit our bars & restaurants all day!
708-687-4600   www.oc-chamber.org

Orland Township Announces 
Bingo Fest

Join Orland Township 
for an evening of fun 
games, good food, and live 
entertainment.

Orland Township’s Bingo 
Fest, to be held on Saturday, 
March 26 from 6 to 9 p.m., 
will feature live music, 
fun games, and amazing 
prizes for the night’s lucky 
winners! The event is limited 
to ages 21 and older and is 
expected to draw a crowd of 
more than 400 guests. Bingo 
Fest will occur at Elements 
Conference Center at 16235 
S. LaGrange Road in Orland 
Park. 

All proceeds, beyond 
the cost of prizes and over-
head, benefit the Orland 
Township Scholarship 
Foundation, which awards 
scholarship funds to 
local students based on 
academic achievement and 
community service. The 
Scholarship Foundation 
helps graduating Township 
high school seniors each 
year to have the resources 
they need to pay for the 
escalating cost of college.

Ticket can be purchased 
online at orlandtownship.
org, or in person at Orland 
Township, 14807 S. Ravinia 
Ave. The $30 price includes, 
the attendee’s donation to 
the Scholarship Foundation, 
dinner, game access, and 
both the Bingo cards and 
daubers. Guests have the 
option to purchase tables of 8 
for $240 and can do so when 
purchasing tickets in-person 
at Orland Township. 

“Bingo Fest is something 
fun and new we’re excited to 
offer to our residents.” said 
Supervisor Paul O’Grady. 
“It’s the perfect opportunity 
for us to come together as a 
community, enabling local 
residents to once again to 
enjoy an exciting evening 
with friends while reinvig-
orating feelings of hope and 
possibility among our young 
people.”

In accordance with the 
CCDPH Mitigation Order 
2021-11, a valid photo 
ID along with a Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention vaccination 
card, photo of a vaccina-
tion card, digital record of a 
vaccination card or printed 
record of a vaccination 
card are required for entry. 
Additionally, any individual 
aged two and older and able 
to medically tolerate a mask 
shall be required to wear a 
mask when indoors in a 
public place, regardless of 
vaccination status; except 
when eating or drinking 
while stationary.

If you or your business 
would like to support Bingo 
Fest as a sponsor, visit the 
website, orlandtownship.
org, or call (708) 403-4222. 
Be sure to like the Orland 
Township Facebook page 
for more updates.

Ninety-Nine is a Thriller for 
King of Pop Fan at Memory 
Care Community

Seven decades after 
owning a Chicago record 
store, a woman residing 
at a local memory care 
community knows the 

best music for her 99th 
birthday celebration. Irene 
Westbrook, partied to the 
tunes of Michael Jackson 
and Elvis on January 19, 
2022 at Grace Point Place 
located at 5701 W. 101t 
St., Oak Lawn. Her fellow 
Grace Point Place residents 
toasted the almost cente-
narian with sparkling juice 
and cake.

Irish Fiddler
The Chicago Ridge 

Public Library, 10400 
Oxford is hosting Irish 
Fiddler on Saturday, 
March 19th from 11-11:45 
a.m. Irish jigs, fiddle airs, 
dancing reels!  Join Old 
Town School of Folk 
Music’s Teen String Band 
for a joyful party of Irish 
folk music. Led by long-
time teaching artists Anna 

Jacobson 
and Jonas 
Fr iddle, 
this band of young, talented 
musicians never ceases to 
leave a trail of delight wher-
ever they play. To sign up 
or request more informa-
tion, please call the library 
at 708-423-7753 or visit the 
website, www.chicagoridge-
library.org.



Delicious Traditional Recipes 
Give Traditional Recipes A 
Better-For-You Twist

(NAPSI)—Heart disease 
is the leading cause of 
death for men, women, and 
people of most racial and 
ethnic groups in the United 
States—about 655,000 
Americans die from heart 
disease each year, according 
to the Centers For Disease 
Control And Prevention—
but you can protect your-
self 3 ways. 

Three Steps To A 
Healthier Heart

1. Don’t smoke. If you do 
smoke, quit. Your doctor 
can help. 

2. Get regular exer-
cise. The Surgeon General 
recommends 2 hours and 
30 minutes of moderate-
intensity exercise week. 

3. Eat right. Choose 
plenty of fresh fruits and 
vegetables and foods high 
in fiber and low in satu-
rated fats, trans fat, and 
cholesterol.

To help, Mazola® Corn 
Oil has come up with a 
number of recipes that are 
delicious and support heart 
health. The all-purpose 
cooking oil is a heart-
healthy* choice for baking, 
grilling, sautéing, stir frying 
or mixing up a marinade.

Plus, it has a high smoke 

point of 450° F. All cooking 
oils have a smoke point that, 
once exceeded, negatively 
affects the food’s flavor. 

Here’s a heart-healthy* 
recipe, popular with Latinx 
cooks, that’s delicious for 
everyone: 

Steak Tacos
1 pound flank or skirt 

steak, frozen for 30 minutes
4 tablespoons (1/4 cup) 

Mazola® Corn Oil, divided
3 tablespoons tamari or 

reduced sodium soy sauce
3 tablespoons freshly 

squeezed lime juice
3 cloves garlic, finely 

minced
2 teaspoons chili powder
½ teaspoon ground 

cumin
½ teaspoon dr ied 

Mexican oregano
8 taco-sized flour torti-

llas heated on skillet lightly 
coated with Mazola® Corn 
Oil until lightly charred.

Toppings:
Cotija cheese
Chopped cilantro
Pickled jalapeno
Lime wedges
In large bowl, combine 

soy sauce, lime juice, 
2 tablespoon Mazola® 
Corn Oil, minced garlic, 
chili powder, cumin and 

oregano. Remove steak 
from freezer and slice thinly 
across the grain. Place 
in bowl with marinade. 
Stir to cover. Marinate 45 
minutes to 2 hours. Heat 2 
tablespoons of oil in large 
skillet over high heat. Add 

steak to hot oil. Sear on both 
sides for about 1 minute. 
Immediately reduce heat 
to medium high. Add 
reserved marinade. Cook, 
stirring often, until mari-

nade has reduced to half, 
about 3-4 minutes. Divide 
steak among warmed torti-
llas. Top with a sprinkling of 
chopped cilantro, crumbles 
of cotija cheese and pickled 
jalapeño. Serve immedi-
ately with lime wedges.

Learn More
For further healthful 

eating facts, tips and recipes, 
visit www.Mazola.com.

*Very limited and prelim-
inary scientific evidence 
suggests that eating about 
1 tbsp (16 grams) of corn 
oil daily may reduce the risk 
of heart disease due to the 
unsaturated fat content in 
corn oil. FDA concludes 
there is little scientific 
evidence supporting this 
claim. To achieve this 
possible benefit, corn oil is 
to replace a similar amount 
of saturated fat and not 
increase the total number 
of calories you eat in a day.
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PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Vinyl & Wood Windows
Entry Doors

Sof�t-Fascia Siding
Gutters

Leaf Guard
Aluminum Awnings

Cloth Awnings
Retractable Awnings
Retractable Screens
Aluminum Pergolas

Sun Rooms
Screen Rooms

5 DIFFERENT TYPES OF
ALUMINUM AWNINGS

Home of the NEW
Black Windows

Ten colors available

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
708-424-3377

CUSTOM WINDOW & AWNING

Pre-school & Kindergarten

3-6 Years Old
1/2 Day Extended Day 5 Hrs
& Full Day Classes Available

Open Registration

(708) 444-1574

ABC C
A
T

Oak Lawn Montessori School

(708) 499-1574

Oak View Center - Room 8
4625 West 110 Street • Oak Lawn, Il

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Open for Carry Out
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

Dining Room

Now Open!

Huck Finn Restaurant
10501 S. Cicero, Oak Lawn

708-499-1112
6650 S. Pulaski, Chicago

773-581-4285
3414 S. Archer, Chicago

773-247-5515

Family Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
DINNER Plus

Carry-out 24 Hours A Day,
7 Days A Week

Join us for Corn Beef & Irish Specials
★★ Now Live Gaming ★★

Come Get Your Pączki’s on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022

Heart-healthy* Mazola helps 
make delicious steak tacos.

Senior 
Commission  
Lunch and 
Bingo

Everyone 
is wel come 
to come to 
our Lunch 
& Bingo on 
Thursday, 
Fe b r u a r y 
24, 2022 at 11: 00 am, doors 
open at 10:00 am. There is 
cost of $5.00 and tickets are 
available at Oak Forest City 
Hall.  The event is at Park 
Place at Central at 15601 
South Central Ave., Oak 
Forest.

Steve Cooper will bring 
his video/audio show of Big 
Band memories and vocal-
ists right to us. Steve will 
introduce each clip with 
“behind the scenes” stories 
to make the clips even more 
enjoyable.

COVID guidelines apply: 
Proof of vaccination, ID, 
and mask required.

It’s Never Too Early: Let’s Plan 
Your 2022 Reunion!

Have you been tasked with 
planning a family, military, 
class or fraternity/sorority 
reunion in 2022? Stop 
stressing and let the Chicago 
Southland Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (CSCVB) 
do the heavy lifting while 
you plan an unforgettable 
get together! As your one-
stop reunion resource, the 
CSCVB offers a variety of 
services for reunion plan-
ners to make booking both 
painless and easy.

Conveniently located, 
the region is easily acces-
sible to six interstates and 
only a five-hour drive from 
eight different states. For 
guests flying, we offer two 
international airports in 
Midway and O’Hare. All 
the hotels and most of the 
attractions in the Chicago 
Southland offer free 
parking, with several inex-
pensive commuter options 
to go downtown to Chicago, 
which is 30 minutes or less 

away from all of our 62 
municipalities.

The Chicago Southland 
will help you find the perfect 
venue from the hundreds of 
indoor, outdoor, and unique 
venues the region as to offer. 
There’s also no shortage of 
entertainment or activities 
in the region plus delec-
table dining to satisfy even 
the most discriminating 
palettes. 

To start planning your 
Chicago Southland Reunion 
experience, visit www.
G at he r  i nt he  C h i c ago -
Southland.com or call 
SMERF Market Manager 
Tobie Fitzpatrick at (888) 
895-8233.

The Chicago Southland 
CVB nationally markets and 
sells the Chicago Southland 
region as a destination for 
meetings and conventions, 
group tour, sports events 
and leisure travel. For more 
information, go to Visit-
ChicagoSouthland.com.



King James at the Steppenwolf’s  
Downstairs Theater

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company and Center 
Theatre Group presents the 
World Premiere By ensemble 
member Rajiv Joseph. Show 
is from March 3rd to April 
10, 2022.

“King” LeBron James’s 
reign in Cleveland brings 
promise, prosperity  and 
renewal to a city in 
des perate need of all three. 
It also brings together two 
unlikely friends in a bond 
forged by fandom. Told over 
twelve years (from LeBron’s 
rookie season to an NBA 
Championship) King James 

is an intimate exploration of 
the place that sports occupy 
in our lives and relation-
ships. Ensemble member 
Rajiv Joseph’s clever and fast-
paced comedy traces the arcs 
of two friends whose turbu-
lent relationship is best navi-
gated through their shared 
love of basketball and the 
endless amiable arguments 
that erupt from that love. All 
the while, the promise and 
burden of LeBron’s talent 
and legacy loom large.

Help us spread the word 
about King James! Use #king-
jamesSTC on social media to 
join the conversation.

King James is co-commis-
sioned and co-produced 
by Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company and Center 
Theatre Group.

Vaccination and Mask 

Policy
Steppenwolf is part of 

the growing coalition of 
Chicagoland performing 
arts venues and producers 
that have agreed upon 
COVID-19 vaccination 
and mask requirements 
for all audiences, artists 
and staff. Learn more 
about Steppenwolf ’s poli-
cies at steppenwolf.org/
welcomeback.

Book ReviewBook Review
Hidden and Forgotten Black History: 
The Personal Librarian

by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray (Berkeley 2021)
Lorraine Schmall Dearborn Park, February 2022

R ichard 
Greener was 
the first Black 
H a r v a r d 
grad uate, the 
first Black 
pro fessor in 
South Caro-

lina, Howard Law School 
Dean, diplomat, race 
activist, and one of W.E.B. 
DuBois’s “Talented Ten.” 

Like his father, he strug-
gled to support and ulti-
mately abandoned his wife 
and family. His daughter, 
Belle Green, who was to 
become “the most famous 
librarian in the country,” 
changed her name— and 
passed for White. She 
had neither husband nor 
offspring. But, instructed 
and inspired by her father, 
the newly monikered Belle 
La Costa Green worked 
43 years for banker and 
Industrialist J.P. Morgan, 
first as his “personal 
librarian,” as Director of the 
Morgan Library. 

Belle managed and 
acquired a six-million-
dollar collection of paint-
ings, sculptures, rare books, 
manuscripts and precious 

objets d’art whose worth 
today would approximate $1 
billion. Morgan trusted this 
self-taught young librarian, 
with an eye for art and an 
encyclopedic knowledge of 
its history, provenance and 
value. 

Belle was the lone 
woman in a man’s world. 
She masterfully negoti-
ated for a trove of antiqui-
ties “sucked from Europe 
as by a vacuum cleaner 
by the limitless power” of 
Morgan’s depression-proof 
funds. Belle’s name change 
from Greener to Green 
was as swift as her trans-
formation from social naif 
to society nabob. She lived 
at her mother’s crowded 
apartment with her four 
siblings when first she was 
hired, studying Italian at 
the kitchen table. Within 
a few years, her confidence 
and her world expanded to 
London auction houses, 
Parisian galleries and 
Veronese cathedrals. 

Belle famously proclaimed 
that, although she was 
a librarian, she “did not 
dress like one.” Her exqui-
site gowns at Vanderbilt 

soirees; red silk scarves 
tied to her auction paddles; 
and “great plumed hats” 
towering over the heads of 
the gallery owners, were as 
likely to appear in the New 
York gossip columns as her 
successful bids were noted in 
the Arts section of the Times 
of London. 

She spent lavishly, drank 
prodigiously, slept with 
married men—“a viva-
cious, black-haired beauty, 
who liked to keep her own 
affairs a mystery.” She ran 
with suffragists and advo-
cates of free love. But she 
tolerated sexism and kept 
her race a secret all her life. 

The Personal Librarian is 
a novel; the facts of Belle’s 
life are plumped by imag-
ining what that secret 
might have cost her when 
“passing” was both a crime 
and a shame. This is Belle’s 
love story: of art, her family, 
her long-time paramour, her 
absent father, her imperious 
patron, and the public for 
whom she created the library 
and, perhaps, sacrificed her 
identity. Take a page from 
the Gilded Age. It’s fasci-
nating and thoughtful.

Joffrey Ballet Welcomes Five New Members  
to its Board of Directors

Anne Kaplan, Joffrey 
Board Chair, and Greg 
Cameron, President and 
CEO of The Joffrey Ballet, 
are pleased to announce 
the appointment of Marc 
DeMoss, Chip Flannagan, 
Lashana Jackson, Jim Kirk, 
and Richard McDonald 
to the Joffrey Board of 
Directors, effective imme-
diately, for the 2022 to 2025 
term.

“On behalf of the Joffrey 
Board of Directors, I am 
honored to welcome these 
five accomplished leaders 
to the Board,” said Kaplan. 
“Their vitality and their 
dedication to promoting 
the powerful impact of 
dance locally, nation-
ally, and internationally is 

invaluable. We look forward 
to putting the support of 
the full Board behind the 
recently announced ‘Year 
of Chicago Dance’ in 2022. 

With our new directors 
and their added heft, we 
see a successful year on the 
horizon.” 

“The past 23 months have 
been filled with life lessons 

across the arts sector, and 
a deepening of our shared 
belief that the arts are indeed 
essential,” added Cameron. 
“I join Anne and the Joffrey 
Board in welcoming these 
new directors. Their ideas, 
diverse perspectives, and 
expertise will strengthen a 
board that is already highly 
engaged. On all fronts, the 
Joffrey is investing in its 
future, artists, students, 
teachers, administrators, 
and, today, five new direc-
tors that will propel us 
forward.”

For more information on 
The Joffrey Ballet and its 
programs, visit joffrey.org. 
Connect with the Joffrey 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

David L. Crane, Music Director
Presents

2021-2022 Season

New World Symphony 
and Double Concerto

Sunday, March 6, 2022 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: Adults $23-28; Seniors (65+) $18-23 
Students $7; Children 10 and under free.  

Tickets may be purchased in advance or at the door.
In accordance with Trinity Christian College current policy, all attendees must be 
masked at all times indoors regardless of vaccination status.

6601 W College Dr (Rt. 83), Palos Heights 
Ozinga Chapel Auditorium

www.southwestsymphony.com
contact us at: southwestsymphony@gmail.com

708-802-0686    Follow us on Facebook!

This program is 
partially supported 

by a grant from 
the Illinois Arts 
Council Agency.

Mr. Dodge and Mr. Sharp are generously co-sponsored by the 
Beverly Foundation for the Performing Arts 

(Kathleen Tobin, Founder and President)

Egmont Overture   Beethoven
Double Concerto   Brahms
  CSO musicians Baird Dodge, violin & 

John Sharp, cello
Symphony No. 9 (“New World”) Dvorak
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The Joffrey Ballet’s New 
Board Members:

Marc DeMoss 
Chip Flannagan 

Lashana Jackson 
Jim Kirk  

Richard McDonald



Dillon’s Double-Digit Scoring 
Has Spartans Poised for Back-
to-Back SSC Red Titles

Written by Brian Frangella, OLCHS Staff Writer
During the final stretch 

of the regular season for 
the Oak Lawn Community 
High School girl’s basketball 
team, the young team knew 
it would need a big month 
of January from its leaders. 
Junior Kate Dillon stepped 
up and filled that role in 
a special way to earn the 
Spartan Athlete Spotlight 
for the week.

She was a model of consis-
tency in the seven games 
during January as she scored 
in double figures in each of 
the games. In fact, in three 
of the games, she scored 24 
points or more.

“Kate has been an integral 
part of the team and is one of 
the reasons it is in position 
to win back-to-back South 
Suburban Conference Red 
championships,” head coach 
Mark Sevedge said. “She has 
been incredible for the girl’s 
basketball team during this 

great run the team has been 
on as of late.”

Dillon scored 25 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds 
in a win over Evergreen 
Park, she added 24 points 
and 11 boards in a victory 
over Bremen. She kept 
rolling with 24 points, 
eight rebounds and 5 steals 
against Reavis. Over the last 
nine games for the Spartans, 
Dillon is averaging 18 
points, eight rebounds and 
three steals per game.
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Truck repair

Blinds

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

$39*Repair 
Blinds $29* Clean

Blinds
$39*Repair 

Blinds $29* Clean
Blinds Call for a

FREE ESTIMATE

708-952-0700 | blindsbynicolette.com

Custom Blinds • Cleaning • Repairs • Drapery
Upholstery • Designs • Flooring & More

*Call for details. Restrictions may apply.

Dealer

Crafters CornerCrafters CornerCrafters Corner

Presented by:

FreeAdmission!8125 W. 171st Street, Tinley Park 
www.tinleyparkdistrict.org 

708-342-4800

Saturday, April 9 
9 am – 2 pm

Crafters Wanted 
Spring Arts & Craft Fair

Over 70+ 

Exhibitors!

Oak Forest High School 
Bowling Team are Moving Up

The Oak Forest High 
School Girls’  Junior 
Varsity Bowling Team will 
compete in the Illinois 
High School Association 
(IHSA) sectionals in 
Joliet on Friday, February 
11.  The Bengals hope to 
secure their spot in the 
state finals on February 18 
and February 19.  The six-
member team has enjoyed 
a successful season so 
far starting with a first 
place finish in the South 
Suburban Conference Blue 

Tournament in January.  
They also finished third 
out of 21 teams in the 
44th Annual Eisenhower 
Invitational, and bowled 
their way to a third place 
finish in the IHSA regionals.

Oak Lawn’s Odeh Reigns as 
Regional Wrestling Champion, 
Spartans Eye State Berths

Written by Brian Frangella, OLCHS Staff Writer

Coming into this wres-
tling season at Oak Lawn 
Community High School, 
junior Hani Odeh and 
senior Evan Zambrano each 
had the goal of qualifying 
for the Illinois High School 
Association Class 3A State 
Finals. After winning the 
Mount Carmel Regional 
championship at 170 pounds 
on Saturday, Odeh now sits 
just two wins away from 
reaching that goal. And 
Zambrano, who finished 
second at 195 pounds, 
advanced as well. It will 
take supreme efforts at the 
Hinsdale Central Sectional 
meet this weekend to make 
the State Finals dream come 
true for each of them.

“Hani winning the regional 
gave nationally-ranked 
Mount Carmel their only loss 
of the day, and he deserves a 
lot of credit for that,” said head 
coach Steve Long. “For Evan, 
this is his final shot at making 
the state tournament. It has 
been his goal all season. I 
really hope he’s able to pull it 
off and only a superior perfor-
mance will get it done. We are 
ready and looking forward to 
Friday night and Saturday.”

Oak Lawn had three 
other wrestlers qualify for 
the sectional with second-
place finishes at the 
Mount Carmel Regional. 
Sophomore Eduardo Nunez 
Jr. advanced at 120 pounds, 
junior Hunter Gray moved 
on at 152 pounds, and Rakan 
Eid advanced at 160 pounds. 
All of them will hit the mat 
this weekend for a possible 
trip downstate.

“Ultimately, we had a 
pretty good day,” Long said. 
“I wish we could’ve quali-
fied another one or two wres-
tlers, but this is a tough end 
of a long season. While the 
Mount Carmel Regional isn’t 
the toughest 3A regional, we 
now feed into the Hinsdale 
Central Sectional that is one 
of the toughest in the nation. 
These guys have worked 
hard to get to where they are.”

“Hani is two wins away 
from being a state qualifier. 
The rest will have to win 
three or four matches to get 
there, but we are focused and 
working hard. I believe were 
peaking at the right time. I 
still think everyone has their 
best match of the season in 
them.”

Obituary
Susan Washburn nee Galik 

62, passed away January 28, 
2022; loving wife of the late 
Raymond Washburn Jr.; 
caring daughter of the late 
George and the late Doris 
“Pixie” (Larson) Galik. 
Loving sister of David (Lynda) 

Galik, Laura Galik (Jack 
Rojewski), JoAnn (Todd) 
Coughlan. Dear aunt to 
Richard (Cathy), Lisa (Peter), 
Michael, Miranda (Alex) and 
Riley. Greatest Great Aunt 
to Jacob, Alexandria, and 
Warren. Fond sister-in-law 

of Jeffrey (Dawn) Washburn. 
She also leaves aunts, many 
cousins, and friends. After 
the death of her husband 
in 2017, Sue moved from 
Chicago to Huntley where 
she enjoyed many outings 
with her family. Sue adored 

the two newest members of 
the family, AJ & Warren and 
would FaceTime with them 
often. Funeral Service at 
Kosary Funeral Home, 9837 
S. Kedzie, Evergreen Park; for 
information 708-499-3223 or 
KosaryFuneralHome.com.

Hartmann’s Improved 
Performance Adds Depth for 
Boys Swimming

Written by Brian Frangella, OLCHS Staff Writer

As Oak Lawn Community 
High School junior Trevor 
Hartmann continues to 
trim down his times in the 
100-yard breaststroke and the 
200-yard individual medley 
for the boys swim team, he 
continues to add depth to a 
strong team as it enters the 

South Suburban Conference 
meet and the Illinois High 
School Association Regional.

Hartmann has set new 
personal best times in both 
of those events this year, and 
the coaches are looking for 
even more from him in the 
upcoming events.

“Trevor is a hard-working 
three-year varsity member 
of the boys swim team,” said 
head coach Derek Maciaga. 
“He provides much added 
depth to our lineup, special-
izing in the 100 breaststroke 
and the 200 IM. He set new 
personal records in each of 
those events over the course 
of this season. He looks to 
continue that trend in our 
upcoming meets.”



Evergreen Park 
Community 
High School 
Recognizes 
18 Illinois State 
Scholars 

Evergreen Park Com  
munity High School 
Principal Bill Sanderson 
and Superintendent Tom 
O’Malley are pleased to 
announce that 18 students 
from the Evergreen Park 
Community High School 
graduating class of 2022 
have been designated as 
Illinois State Scholars. 

The Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission 
congratulates 18 EPCHS 
students for their exceptional 
academic achievement. The 
Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission (ISAC), the 
state’s college access and 
financial aid agency, pres-
ents this important recog-
nition of academic achieve-
ment to exceptional Illinois 
high school students annu-
ally. This year, more than 
17,340 honorees join the 
other outstanding students 
who have been honored 
since the designation was 
first introduced in 1958. 

“B eing named an 
Illinois State Scholar is 
an outstanding academic 
accomplishment and we 
are especially proud of our 
students that have been 
recognized as scholars,” 

Superintendent O’Malley 
said. 

The following students 
were named 2022-2023 
Illinois State Scholars at 
EPCHS: John Bledsoe, 
Caroline Duffy, Jacob 
Dwyer, Alexis Elwood, 
Julian Flannigan, Thomas 
Gricus, Thomas Kerwin, 
April Kirts, Tyler Kirts, 
Yuliana Lopez, Isabella 
Martinez, Denisa Neda, 
Cristina Ocampo, Cathleen 
Rech, Connor Rinearson, 
Madelyn Schaffrath, Leah 
Thomas and Meghan 
Valentino. 

These students, along with 
their parents and guardians, 
were invited to a recognition 
breakfast.. Students received 
embroidered sweatshirts 
and were congratulated by 
Superintendent O’Malley. 

“On behalf of ISAC, 
congratulations to all of the 
Illinois State Scholars for 
their hard work and commit-
ment inside and outside of 
the classroom,” said ISAC 
Executive Director Eric 
Zarnikow. “In the past two 

years students and families 
have faces unprecedented 
difficulties as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic; 
from financial and personal 
ordeals to all of the chal-
lenges of remote learning. 
The achievements of these 
students are a credit to their 
perseverance and resil-
ience, and to the support 
and encouragement of 
their families, principals, 
teachers, mentors, coun-
selors, and others invested 
in their growth and success.” 

The Illinois State Scholar 
acknowledgement is a non-
monetary award. Each State 
Scholar designee receives a 
congratulatory letter and 
Certificate of Achievement 
from ISAC, and can down-
load an official Illinois State 
Scholar badge to display on 
their online profiles and 
social media platforms. 

Check out the free 
in-person or virtual finan-
cial aid workshops through 
ISAC’s calendar: https://
studentportal.isac.org/
Events. 
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Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Attorney at Law

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 37 years.
Graduate of Brother 

Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.
Member, Illinois State 

Bar Association, 
Chicago Bar 

Association, and 
others.

Professional Liability 
Insured

Free Attorney 
Consultation 
(in your home)

For Seniors, Veterans, 
and Disabled Persons. 

On most general 
practice matters.

Apartment for Rent

Beverly 111 St. & Hoyne
1 & 2 Bedrm, Dining 
room, Heat & Hot 
Water included
No Pets, Smoke Free
Parking
Near Metra
$1,150 – $1,250 mo.

773-233-9151

Room for Rent

Room Wanted
Wanted Room for Rent 
for $2,500 for 1-2 years

Night Time Only
Retire, fixed income

Bed, Shower
Have References

312-909-2605

Bedding/Furniture

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Plumbing

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

JEG Painting
& Decorating

Fully Insured
Reasonable

708-566-7529

Expert
Wallpaper
Hanging &
Painting

773-615-9795

Concrete/Masonry

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Remodeling

Master Home
Improvement &
Remodeling LLC

Interior / Exterior
Peter 312-719-8559

Licensed, Bonded • Free Ests.
27 Years Exp. w/father & daughter remodeling

Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED

Experience 
Newspaper 

Delivery Drivers
Substitute, Part Time

Must Have Proof of Exp. 
and own vehicle 

Fax Resume to 
708-221-6663.
or Call Linda 
708-425-1910

Wanted

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid - Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

You’re Invited to the Village’s 
Irish Parade!

The Village would 
like to cordially 
invite you to partic-
ipate in this year’s 
Tinley Park Irish 
Parade, which will 
step off at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
March 6 along Oak Park 
Avenue. Lineup begins at 
11:30 a.m. at Central Middle 
School.

The cost to enter is $15 
for veterans’ groups, schools 
and nonprofits; $50 for 
Tinley Park businesses; $100 
for non-Tinley Park busi-
nesses and political groups; 
and $200 for unions and 
large corporations. Entries 

are expected to display the 
spirit of St. Patrick’s Day, 
whether it’s through floats, 
music, decor, costuming or 
accessories.

Fill out the parade entry 
form on the Village website 
and return it by Tuesday, 
Feb. 25 to marketing@
tinleypark.org. Apply today 
and help us make this year’s 
Irish Parade the best it’s ever 
been!

Top left to right: John Bledsoe, Jacob Dwyer, Tyler Kirts,  
Thomas Kerwin, Connor Rinearson, Thomas Gricus. 

Middle left to right: April Kirts, Alexis Elwood, Caroline Duffy,  
Denisa Neda, Leah Thomas, Isabella Martinez. 

Bottom left to right: Meghan Valentino, Cristina Ocampo, Cathleen Rech, 
Madelyn Schaffrath, Julian Flannigan.  Not pictured: Yuliana Lopez.
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