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Blue Island Police Department implements 
new structure

by Jan Glaz
At a recent City of Blue 

Island Council Meeting 
Mayor, Fred Bilotto, 
announced new appoint-
ments to the Blue Island 
Police Department. Mayor 
Bilotto stated, “I believe one 
of our chief responsibilities 
to the people of Blue Island 
is to do everything possible 
to ensure our community 
is safe, that we effectively 
combat crime and together 
work to create a safer Blue 
Island. We are presenting 
new structural changes to 
our Police administrative 
structure.”

Mayor Bilotto named 
each new appointment: 

Deputy Chief Jamie Schultz 
joined the Blue Island 
Police Department in 1995 
among his many creden-
tials he also served on the 
Suburban Major Accident 
Reconstruction Team 
(SMART) and partnered 
with “Jammer” for four 
years as the K-9 officer and 
as a supervisor at the Illinois 
State Police Academy.

C ommander  Jas on 
Slattery joined the Blue 
Island Police Department 
in 2005. He is the recipient 
of the 2013 Community 
Police Award and the 
2014 Officer of the Year 
Award. He will primarily 
oversee the Bureau of 
Investigations, Community 
Engagement, and Internal 
Affairs departments.

Commander Dennis 
Sepessy joined the Blue 
Island Police Department 
in 2006. He was assigned to 
the Investigations Division 
for four years where he 
was assigned as a member 
of the South Suburban 
Major Crimes Task Force. 

He is also a state certi-
fied Firearms and Use of 
Force Instructor, as well as 
an Evidence Technician. 
He will primarily oversee 
the Patrol Division and 
Training.

Sergeant  Francisco 
Navarro joined the Blue 
Island Police Department 
in 1998. He was assigned as 
a School Resource Officer 
for District 130 from 2001 
to 2005, and for Eisenhower 
High School from 2009 to 
2011. He also was assigned 
to the Investigations 
Division for a number of 
years and served as both 
a Field Trainer and Field 
Trainer Coordinator.  

After swearing in the 
new appointees, Mayor 
Bilotto said, “I strongly 
believe each of these men 
represent the best in our 
Police Department and 
will play a vital role in 
protecting the City of Blue 
Island. A large round of 
applause and congratula-
tions followed the Mayors’ 
announcement. 

New Affordable Housing 
Property Tax Relief Program

The Cook County 
Assessor’s Office announced 
dates for its upcoming infor-
mational webi-nars about 
a new affordable housing 
property tax incentive. 
Created by state statute, 
the Affordable Housing 
Special Assessment Program 
provides property tax relief 
to incentiv-ize the creation, 
rehabilitation, and mainte-
nance of affordable housing 
units in Cook County.

While similar to existing 
housing incentives, this 
new program provides 
improved benefits for 
housing providers as well 
as low-income households 
by providing more expan-
sive property tax benefits, 
more ways to qualify, and 

by encouraging the devel-
opment of affordable hous-
ing in low affordability 
communities.

The Assessor’s Office is 
asking potential applicants 
to apply by March 31, 2022. 
Interested parties can visit 
cookcountyassessor.com/
affordable-housing. The 
Assessor’s Office will also 
host a series of webinars 
to help property owners 
understand and navigate the 
applica-tion process.  

Topic :  Prospect ive 
Affordable Housing Date: 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
Time: 11:00 am. Description: 
If your Cook County prop-
erty offers affordable 
housing or you’re consider-
ing renting to eligible house-

holds at affordable rents, but 
you haven’t made substantial 
im-provements to the prop-
erty in the last seven years, 
then this webinar will help 
you under-stand the appli-
cation process. 

Topic: Low Affordability 
Communities Date: Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 Time: 11:00 
am. Description: This 
portion of the Affordable 
Housing Special Assessment 
Program pro-vides special 
reductions targeted at 
defined geographic areas 
within Cook County that 
are particularly lacking in 
affordable housing. If you 
want to offer affordable 
housing in these parts of 
the county, this webinar is 
for you. 

A former student of the Highway Construction Careers 
Training Program works hands-on as an instructor 

oversees the process

Free SSC Highway Construction Careers 
Training Program to begin in April

The Highway Construction 
Careers Training Program 
(HCCTP) at South Suburban 
College (SSC) is gearing up 
for their next free, short-
term program. Registration 
for this training oppor-
tunity is currently open. 
Orientation and assess-
ment testing will take place 
between March 15, 2022 
and March 17, 2022. The 
application process begins 
at the mandatory one-hour 
informational orientation 
followed directly by assess-
ment testing. 

The HCCTP has been 
offered at SSC since 2014. 
Completers of the 12-week 

program are equipped with 
various skills that can lead 
to employment in the trades 
with high income poten-
tial. Career opportunities 
for those who complete the 
program include but are not 
limited to: iron worker, elec-
trician, pipefitter, carpenter, 
laborer and equipment 
operator.  

A goal of the SSC HCCTP 
is to increase the number 
of minorities, women and 
disadvantaged individ-
uals working in Illinois 
highway construction. 
The HCCTP is funded 
through a partnership with 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), 
thus allowing the program 
to be free. While enrolled, 
students will be paid a 
stipend for each full hour of 
training completed.

The program will begin 

on April 4, 2022 and will 
run daily, Monday through 
Friday, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Applicants 
must be 18 years of age or 
older, have a high school 
diploma or GED, an interest 
in working in the trades, and 
successfully pass a drug 
screening (including THC). 
They are also required to 
provide a valid driver’s 
license. 

For more information, 
or to register, visit www.
ssc.edu/hcctp or call (708) 
596-2000, ext. 3219. All 
orientation and assessment 
testing will be held at SSC’s 
Oak Forest Center, located 
at 16333 South Kilbourn 
Avenue, Oak Forest, Illinois. 
Temperature checks, masks 
and social distancing are 
required on campus. Para 
información en Español, 
llame (708) 210-5740.

Pritzker Administration announces housing 
relief per eligible homeowners.

The U.S. Department 
of the Treasury requires 
this assistance be used as 
a “last resort,” therefore 
struggling homeowners are 
federally required to seek 
other relief options prior 
to being eligible to apply 
for assistance through 
ILHAF in April. Potential 
applicants must demon-
strate they have either 
communicated with their 
mortgage provider about 
their inability to pay or 
sought counseling with a 

HUD-approved counseling 
organization. Interested 
homeowners are strongly 
encouraged attend an 
in for mat ion  s ess ion 
hosted by IHDA or one of 
our housing partners. The 
session schedule is posted 
online at illinoishousing-
help.org, for those without 
access to a computer or the 
internet, please contact the 
ILHAF hotline at 1-866-IL-
HELP (866-454-3571).

To qualify for ILHAF 
assistance, Illinois home-

owners must have expe-
rienced a financial hard-
ship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic after Jan. 21, 
2020 (including a hardship 
that began before Jan. 21, 
2020 but continued after 
that date). They also must 
currently own and occupy 
their home in Illinois as 
their primary residence, be 
at least 30 days late on their 
monthly housing payments 
and have a household 
income at or below 150% 
of the area median income.

Photo L to R: City of Blue 
Island Mayor, Fred Bilotto, 

and City of Blue Island 
Deputy Chief, Jamie Schultz



Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos 
honors IBEW with a resolution for their 
130th Anniversary 

Commissioner Mariyana 
Spyropoulos was honored 
to have the opportunity 
to present Don Finn the 
Business Manager of IBEW 
Local 134 with a reso-

lution for International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for their 130th 
Anniversary.

“I am proud to honor 
our friends in labor by 
sponsoring this resolution. 
IBEW and the MWRD 
have a well-respected part-
nership that has continued 
to thrive over the years. 
We have worked together 
for more than 100 years 
and look forward to many 
more.” said Commissioner 
Mariyana Spyropoulos.

“Safe jobs are critical to 
preserving and improving 
our quality of life, and our 
goal has been, and must 
continue to be, the greatest 
possible protection for all 
members of the IBEW.” 
said Business Manager Don 
Finn

The Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District is 
an award-winning special 
purpose government 
agency responsible for 
wastewater treatment and 
stormwater management.

Orland 
Township 
offering 
scholarships 
to local high 
school seniors

Local students gradu-
ating high school in 2022 
and heading to college 
are encouraged to apply 
for an Orland Township 
Scholarship Foundation 
award. This program, 
launched in 1998, has since 
awarded 333 scholarships to 
Township students totaling 
$274,000.

The Orland Township 
Scholarship Foundation 
award scholarships based 
on a combination of the 
applicant’s leadership skills, 
dedication to community 
service, academic focus, 
participation in extracur-
ricular activities, recom-
mendations from school 
representatives, volunteer 
supervisors or employers, 

an assigned essay ques-
tion response and any 
other pertinent informa-
tion requested within the 
application. 

Students faced with hard-
ships will be given strong 
consideration. Applicants 
must be residents of Orland 
Township, high school 
seniors graduating in 2022 
and enroll as a full-time 
student at a college, univer-
sity, trade, or vocational 
school. 

“The Orland Township 
Scholarship Foundation 
is dedicated to recog-
nizing and supporting of 
all our youth,” said Paul 
O’Grady, Orland Township 
Supervisor and Scholarship 
Foundation President. “I 

look forward to celebrating 
the accomplishments of 
members of the Class of 
2022 as we send them off 
to the next chapter in their 
lives.” 

Applications for Orland 
Township Scholarships are 
available at the Township 
office, 14807 S. Ravinia 
Avenue, Orland Park, 
and on the Township 
website: orlandtownship.
org/scholarship-founda-
tion. Completed applica-
tions must be postmarked 
or delivered to Orland 
Township by Thursday, 
March 31, 2022.

For more information 
on programs, services, and 
events being held at Orland 
Township, visit the website, 
orlandtownship.org, or call 
(708) 403-4222. Be sure to 
like the Orland Township 
Facebook page for more 
updates.
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Tinley Park adopts plan to increase water fees

by Jan Glaz
On February 15th the 

Village of Tinley Park Board 
of Trustees adopted an ordi-
nance approving a five-year 
schedule of water meter and 
tap-on fees. Trustee Dennis 
Mahoney opened a discus-
sion prior to acceptance of 
the plan. Mahoney stated, 
“Tap-on fees cover the cost 
of installing a new water 

service for a residential 
home or commercial/indus-
trial business connecting to 
the Village’s water system. 

“The overall tap-on fee 
charge includes the tap-on 
fee in addition to the water 
meter cost. The Village 
plan is a five-year plan with 
a 2.5% annual cost increase 
for tap-on fees and water 
meter costs from 2022-2026. 
Annual cost increases shall 
occur on January 1st of each 
year.”

In other board meeting 
news: Trustees agreed to 
appoint Arlan Schattke 
to the position of Village 
Engineer effective March 
3, 2022. Village President, 
Michael Glotz, reported that 
Arlan has over ten years of 
related experience in the 
engineering consulting field 
and in municipal govern-

ment holding various traffic, 
transportation, civil/munic-
ipal, and staff engineering 
roles. 

Arlan Schattke holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering and has been 
a Licensed Professional 
Engineer in Illinois since 
2016. He is recognized 
for managing and imple-
menting roadway mainte-
nance programs, overseeing 
and coordinating capital 
improvement projects, 
construction administra-
tion and management, and 
delivering full design engi-
neering plans. In addition, 
in 2021, Arlan served as past 
president of the American 
Public Works Association 
(APWA) Chicago Metro 
Chapter Southwest Branch. 
He continues to be heavily 
involved with the APWA.

Tinley Park Village Engineer, 
Arlan Schattke

Orland Township Supervisor Paul O’Grady with 2021 
Scholarship Recipient Alexis Krueger

Irish Parade returns to Tinley Park March 6

After a year off, the 
Tinley Park Irish Parade 
has returned to put the 
spring back in your step! 
Come out at 1 p.m. Sunday, 

March 6 to watch dozens 
of floats, performances, 
walk-ing groups and more 
march north down Oak Park 
Avenue from Central Middle 
School to 171st Street in cele-
bration of St. Patrick’s Day.

Kevin Byrne, Consulate 
General of Ireland Chicago 
(pictured), will be the 
parade’s Grand Marshal. 
Byrne was appointed Consul 
General in September 
2020. He joined the Irish 
De-partment of Foreign 
Affairs in 2010 and has 

served in EU Division, 
Corporate Services and in 
Ireland’s Consulate in San 
Francisco.

Be sure to check out an 
interactive virtual map for 
details on many of the events 
going on that day, including 
all the delicious Irish fare and 
fun at the many Downtown 
Tinley res-taurants. Visit 
the Village website http://
www.tinleypark.org/  for 
more information on this 
and other upcoming special 
events.

Oak Forest Fleadh returns on March 5
T h e  O a k  Fore s t -

Crestwood Area Chamber 
of Commerce and the City 
of Oak Forest will host the 
13th Annual Oak Forest 

Fleadh on Saturday, March 
5. The community event 
includes the CNB Fleadh 
5K race at 8:30 a.m. and the 
family parade on Central 

Avenue at 11 a.m.
For event details e-mail 

k im@oc-chamber.org, 
visit the Fleadh webpage, 
or follow us on Facebook.
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Palos Heights invites residents to 
public hearing 

by Jan Glaz
During the February 

15th City of Palos Heights 
city council meeting, 3rd 
Ward Alderman, Brent 
Lewandowski, announced 
that a Public Hearing will 
take place on Monday, 
March 7, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Orchard Room at the 
Palos Recreation Center, 
6601 W. 127th Street. 
Allowing Video Gaming on 
a limited basis in the City 

of Palos Heights will be the 
subject of the hearing. 

Alderman Lewandowski 
stated, “This is a reconsider-
ation of the referendum that 
was voted on November 6, 
2018. It is imperative to seek 
as much community input 
as possible on this issue 
and the first step to do that 
is to hold a Public Hearing. 
If you cannot attend, 
please feel free to email 
me, your city Aldermen, 
or the city’s general email. 
Email  addresses are 
located on the City of Palos 
Heights website: https://
palosheights.org” Palos 
Heights Mayor, Robert 
Straz, concluded, “I think 
it’s important to give resi-
dents a chance to air any 
information they may have 
or any thoughts on the issue 
of video gaming before the 

city council takes a vote.”
In other official busi-

ness: Aldermen approved 
a Cook County IGA Grant 
whereas Cook County will 
pay half of the projected 
cost up to $60,000.00 for the 
concrete sidewalk that will 
be extended on Ridgeland 
Avenue from Route 83 
heading north to the Cal-Sag 
Channel. 

A low bid from Brothers 
Asphalt Paving, Inc., in the 
amount of $129,170.79, 
for the Ridgeland Avenue 
Median Maintenance 
Project, met with council 
approval. Aldermen also 
approved a new 5-year 
lease of new fitness center 
equipment from NCL 
Government  Capita l 
supplied by ‘Direct Fitness 
Solutions’ in the amount of 
$98,738.00.  

City of Palos Heights  
3rd Ward Alderman,  
Brent Lewandowski

Pritzker’s Administration 
announces up to $30,000 
in housing relief per eligible 
homeowners

Building on Illinois’ 
COVID-19 emergency 
housing assistance response, 
the Illinois Housing 
De-velopment Authority 
(IHDA) announced today 
applications for homeowners 
financially impacted by the 
pandemic will be accepted 
beginning in April through 
the Illinois Emergency 
Homeowner Assistance 
Fund (ILHAF) program. 
ILHAF will provide up to 
$30,000 in free assistance 
per homeowner paid directly 
to the servicer, taxing body 
or other approved entity on 
behalf of Illinois homeowners 
impacted by COVID-19 to 
prevent mortgage delinquen-
cies, defaults and foreclosures 
to keep families safe and 
secure while they regain their 
financial footing. Program 
information and updates can 
be found at illinoishousing-
help.org.

“My administration 
worked more quickly than 
any other state in the country 
to distribute over $1 billion to 
prevent renters and home-

owners from losing their 
housing in the pandemic, and 
this next phase will provide 
hundreds of millions more 
in 2022,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “Come April, resi-
dents struggling to keep a 
roof over their heads will be 
able to access up to $30,000 in 
mortgage relief. This funding 
marks another step forward 
in our work to ensure all our 
residents have what they 
need for themselves and their 
families.”

The U.S. Department of 
the Treasury requires this 
assistance be used as a “last 
resort,” therefore strug-
gling homeowners are feder-
ally required to seek other 
relief options prior to being 
eligible to apply for assis-
tance through ILHAF in 
April. Potential applicants 
must demonstrate they have 
ei-ther communicated with 
their mortgage provider 
about their inability to pay 
or sought counseling with a 
HUD-approved counseling 
organization. Interested 
homeowners are strongly 
encouraged attend an infor-
mation session hosted by 
IHDA or one of our housing 
partners. The session sched-

ule is posted online at illi-
noishousinghelp.org, for 
those without access to a 
computer or the inter-net, 
please contact the ILHAF 
hotline at 1-866-IL-HELP 
(866-454-3571).

To qualify for ILHAF 
assistance, Illinois home-
owners must have expe-
rienced a financial hard-
ship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic after Jan. 21, 
2020 (including a hardship 
that began before Jan. 21, 
2020 but continued after 
that date). They also must 
currently own and occupy 
their home in Illinois as their 
primary residence, be at least 
30 days late on their monthly 
housing payments and have 
a household income at or 
below 150% of the area 
median income.

Homeowners may apply 
for ILHAF assistance even 
if they received emergency 
mortgage assis-tance in 
the past through IHDA. 
However, if a homeowner 
received emergency mort-
gage assis-tance to cover 
mortgage payments in 
2020, they may only receive 
ILHAF assistance for costs 
in-curred in 2021.

Palos Heights Garden Club news 
Palos Heights Garden 

Club’s March 28th program 
will have a guest speaker, 
Margaret Burns-Westmeyer 
presenting Body Smart 
Gardening.  

PHGC meets at the Brigid 
O’Malley Auditorium at 
Lake Katherine in Palos 
Heights.  Program runs 7 to 

8pm.  Guest fee is $5.  Masks 
and social distancing are 
required.  

If you are not feeling well, 
please do not attend.  PHGC 
has a website/FB page.  If you 
have any questions, contact 
Julie Pietrzak at jmpietrzak@
sbcglobal.net.  Looking 
forward to seeing you!

New Affordable Housing 
Property Tax Relief Program

The Cook County As - 
sessor’s Office announced 
dates for its upcoming infor-
mational webinars about a 
new affordable housing 
property tax incentive. 
Created by state statute, 
the Affordable Housing 
Special Assessment Program 
provides property tax relief 
to incentivize the creation, 

rehabilitation, and mainte-
nance of affordable housing 
units in Cook County.

While similar to existing 
housing incentives, this 
new program provides 
improved benefits for 
housing providers as well 
as low-income households 
by providing more expan-
sive property tax bene-

fits, more ways to qualify, 
and by encouraging the 
development of affordable 
housing in low affordability 
communities.

The Assessor’s Office is 
asking potential applicants 
to apply by March 31, 2022. 
Interested parties can visit 
cookcountyassessor.com/
affordable-housing. The 

Assessor’s Office will also 
host a series of webinars to 
help property owners under-
stand and navigate the appli-
cation process.  

Topic :  Prospect ive 
Af ford able  Hous ing 
Date: Tuesday, March 
1, 2022 Time: 11:00 am. 
Description: If your Cook 
County property offers 
affordable housing or 
you’re considering renting 

to eligible households at 
affordable rents, but you 
haven’t made substantial 
improvements to the prop-
erty in the last seven years, 
then this webinar will help 
you understand the applica-
tion process. Register: Zoom 
Webinar

Topic: Low Affordability 
Communities Date: Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 Time: 11:00 
am. Description: This 

portion of the Affordable 
Housing Special Assessment 
Program provides special 
reductions targeted at 
defined geographic areas 
within Cook County that 
are particularly lacking 
in affordable housing. If 
you want to offer afford-
able housing in these parts 
of the county, this webinar 
is for you. Register: Zoom 
Webinar
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Evergreen Park granted a liquor license

by Jan Glaz
The Village Board of 

Trustees in Evergreen Park 
granted a request from 
Brinker International, Inc. 
for a Class B Liquor License 
for the new Chili’s Grill & 
Bar, 2401 West 95th Street, 

at the first regular board of 
trustees meeting held in 
February. 

Brinker International 
was founded by Norman 
Brinker in Dallas Texas, 
around 1973. Brinker owns, 
operates or franchises over 
1,600 restaurants in 29 
countries. Familiar name 
brands include Maggiano’s 
Little Italy; Just Wings; and 
Maggiano’s Italian Classics.  

The Class ‘B’ Liquor 
License will authorize 
Chili’s Grill & Bar the sale 
of alcoholic liquor for 
consumption in an enclosed 
building only. The Class B 
Liquor License does not 
permit entertainment on 
the premises, tasting or 
sampling on the premises 
of the facility. 

Trustees gave board 
approval for the following 

items: Authorization for a 
request from Police Chief 
Michael Saunders to hire 
one individual for the duty 
of ‘Probationary Patrol 
Officer’ due to the retire
ment of a patrol officer, 
from the police eligibility 
list. Police Chief Michael 
Saunders requested, and the 
board approved an expense 
of $32,890.00 to replace a 
heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning system.  

Trustees agreed to 
an advance deposit of 
$32,725.00 to execute the 
‘Preliminary Engineering 
Agreement’  between 
the Baltimore & Ohio 
Chicago Terminal Railroad 
C ompany,  a  whol ly 
owned subsidiary of CXS 
Transportation, and the 
Village of Evergreen Park, 
Illinois. 

Village of Evergreen Park, 
Police Chief,  

Michael Saunders

Grace Point Place appoints executive director

Dashira Contreras has 
been named executive 

director for Oak Lawn 
memory care commu
nity Grace Point Place, 
overseeing a l l  dai ly 
care, programming and 
operations.

Contreras previously 
was director of resi
dent care services at The 
Carrington at Lincoln
wood in Lincolnwood, 
Illinois. She has also served 
as director of memory 
care for The Carrington. 
She brings over 10 years 

of senior living experi
ence to this position. She 
earned a medical assis
tant degree from Lincoln 
College of Technology in 
Melrose Park, Illinois. In 
addition, Contreras is a 
certified dementia prac
titioner and a Montessori 
dementia care professional

Grace Point Place is 
located at 5701 W. 101st 
Street, Oak Lawn. It is oper
ated by Anthem Memory 
Care.

New Affordable Housing 
Property Tax Relief Program

The Cook County 
Assessor’s Office announced 
dates for its upcoming infor
mational webinars about 
a new affordable housing 
property tax incentive. 
Created by state statute, 
the Affordable Housing 
Special Assessment Program 
provides property tax relief 
to incentivize the creation, 
rehabilitation, and mainte
nance of affordable housing 
units in Cook County.

While similar to existing 
housing incentives, this 
new program provides 
improved benefits for 
housing providers as well 
as lowincome households 
by providing more expan
sive property tax benefits, 
more ways to qualify, and 

by encouraging the devel
opment of affordable hous
ing in low affordability 
communities.

The Assessor’s Office is 
asking potential applicants 
to apply by March 31, 2022. 
Interested parties can visit 
cookcountyassessor.com/
affordablehousing. The 
Assessor’s Office will also 
host a series of webinars 
to help property owners 
understand and navigate the 
application process.  

Topic :  Prospect ive 
Affordable Housing Date: 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
Time: 11:00 am. Description: 
If your Cook County prop
erty offers affordable 
housing or you’re consider
ing renting to eligible house

holds at affordable rents, but 
you haven’t made substantial 
improvements to the prop
erty in the last seven years, 
then this webinar will help 
you understand the appli
cation process. 

Topic: Low Affordability 
Communities Date: Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 Time: 11:00 
am. Description: This 
portion of the Affordable 
Housing Special Assessment 
Program provides special 
reductions targeted at 
defined geographic areas 
within Cook County that 
are particularly lacking in 
affordable housing. If you 
want to offer affordable 
housing in these parts of 
the county, this webinar is 
for you. 

Burke praises grant funds going to 
local libraries

Following an influx of 
federal recovery dollars in 
response to the COVID19 
pandemic, state Rep. Kelly 
Burke, DEvergreen Park, is 
praising the award of nearly 
$6 million in recovery grants 
going to libraries across 
Illinois.

“For long stretches of the 
pandemicrelated economic 
slowdown, libraries fulfilled 
an essential role in our 
community and commu
nities across Illinois, and I 
am pleased to announce that 
they are receiving the finan
cial assistance they deserve,” 
Burke said. “Having free 
spaces to relax and learn is 

very significant. I would like 
to thank Secretary of State 
Jesse White for awarding 
these muchneeded grants.”

Secretary White awarded 
nearly $6 million dollars 
to 211 academic, school, 
specialneeds and public 
libraries across the state 
in response to pandemic
related financial chal
lenges they are facing. The 
funding largely comes from 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act, a federal initiative to 
provide financial relief as 
states across America face 
unexpected challenges to 
their economies due to the 
COVID19 pandemic.

The libraries in Burke’s 
district that will be receiving 
funding are the Chicago 
Public Library, $1,014,926; 
and the Evergreen Park 
Public Library, $9,615.

“This funding will 
generate jobs by allowing 
libraries to hire more staff, 
modernize library services 
by expanding digital inclu
sion and prioritize health 
and safety measures; all 
priorities which need to 
be addressed,” Burke said. 
“Too often, libraries get 
overlooked when funding is 
handed down, and it is good 
to see that’s not happening in 
this case.”

Evergreen Park Library is 
having panel discussion

Evergreen Park Public 
Library assembled five 
young  profess iona l s 
from a variety of fields to 
share their career stories 
in a panel discussion on 
Wednesday, March 9, at 
6:30 pm.  Each panelist will 

present their bio to regis
tered attendees, inLibrary 
and via Zoom, followed by 
a Q & A session. 

About the panelists:
Darvell Jones, singer, 

songwriter,  producer, 
performer, and business 

owner
Tobi Oladejo, visual 

art ist ,  educator,  and 
creative strategist, and 
Innovat ion Program 
Coordinator for Illinois 
Science and Technology 
Coalition.

Emily  Burke,  B2B 
product manager at Klover, 
a financial services startup

Krystle Harte, perma
nent makeup artist for her 
thriving business Krystle 

Harte, LLC
Madeline Jankowski, 

a cardiac sonographer at 
Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital

Together, the Library and 

the panelists aim to inform 
and empower job seekers in 
the community. Register at 
evergreenparklibrary.org. 
The Library is located at 
9400 S. Troy Ave.



Workplace rights attorney Jane 
Flanagan to serve as acting 
director of Illinois Department 
of Labor

Governor JB Pritzker 
announced labor and 
employment attorney Jane 
Flanagan will serve as the 
new Acting Director of 
the Illinois Department 
of Labor, effective March 
2, 2022. Former Director 
Michael Kleinik retired 
last month after decades in 
public service.

“Jane Flanagan has built 
a career in public service 
dedicated first and foremost 
to uplifting and protecting 
the rights of working 
people,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “Most recently, she 
has designed and imple-
mented COVID-19 work-
place safety protocols 
throughout state govern-
ment, building on her advo-
cacy for workers in the 
implementation of Illinois 
Works and the crafting of 
the Climate and Equitable 
Jobs Act. I’m proud to 
appoint Jane Flanagan as 
the Acting Director of the 
Illinois Department of 
Labor.” 

“I am honored to be 
appointed Acting Director 
of the Illinois Department 
of Labor to continue 
building on the strong 
foundation laid by former 
Director Kleinik,” said Jane 

Flanagan. “I look forward to 
continuing to work along-
side Governor Pritzker to 
advance policies that uplift 
working people and make 
Illinois the best state in the 
nation for employers and 
employees.”

Jane previously served 
as  D eputy  G enera l 
Counsel and Deputy Chief 
Compliance Officer in 
the Office of Governor JB 
Pritzker. While serving in 
this role, she spearheaded 
several priority initiatives, 
including implementation 
of disability access plan-
ning across state agen-
cies, drafting pay transpar-
ency amendments to the 
state Equal Pay Act, and 
the development of the 
Governor’s Commission 
on Workforce Equity & 
Access. Prior to that role, 

she spent six years in 
the Office of the Illinois 
Attorney General where 
she held the role of Labor 
Counsel and Assistant 
Attorney General before 
founding the Workplace 
Rights Bureau and serving 
as its first chief.

The mission of the 
Illinois Department of 
Labor (IDOL) is to promote 
and protect the rights, 
wages, welfare, working 
conditions, safety and 
health of Illinois workers, 
regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity, color or sexual 
orientation.  This is done 
through enforcement of 
state labor laws to safe-
guard the public.  In addi-
tion, the Department regu-
lates amusement rides and 
ensures compliance with all 
other labor standards. 

Village View Publications, Inc., March 1, 2022, page 2

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive

Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.
Hosted by the Internet Archive.

Look at the Oak Lawn Library website
at https://www.olpl.org.

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org

Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org

The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 
www.burbankilchamber.com

Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com

Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber of Commerce 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber of Commerce 
www.villageofjustice.org

Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  
The OC Chamber of Commerce 

www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Orland Park Area Chamber  
of Commerce  

www.orlandparkchamber.org

Palos Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.palosareachamber.org

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers
Your Ad is 

Important to 
Us!

Your Ad is 
Important to 

Us!

Your Ad is 
Important to 

Us!

Governor Pritzker’s fiscal year 2023 proposed 
budget puts families first

As we enter year three of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and inflation rises, fami-
lies face challenges navi-
gating childcare, employ-
ment, and healthcare. These 
uncertainties and difficul-
ties make it an especially 

important time to pay atten-
tion to the state’s budget and 
its impact on Illinoisans. 
Recently Governor J.B. 
Pritzker delivered his 
fourth proposed budget 
for the Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY23) budget, which begins 
on July 1, 2022. YWCA 
Metropolitan Chicago 
applauds Governor Pritzker 
and his staff for laying out a 
budget that centers families 
and supports their needs.

To understand the FY23 

proposed budget’s potential 
impact on Illinois families, 
it is helpful to understand 
how the state budget works, 
as well as identify highlights 
from the budget proposal. 
Key parts of the proposed 
budget center families and 
underserved communities, 
including increased funding 
for the Early Childhood 
Block Grant and using 
cannabis revenue dollars 
to support communities 
harmed by violence.

Click here https://ywca 
chicago.org/governor-
pritzkers-fiscal-year-2023 
to read to the full post 
on YWCA Metropolitan 

Chicago’s Still Standing 
Blog. The post highlights 
Governor Pritzker’s Fiscal 
Year 2023 spending prior-
ities and explains what the 

Illinois General Assembly 
must do to pass a budget 
before the legislative 
session adjourns on May 
31, 2022.

Jesse White encourages 
motorists to renew their 
license plate stickers online

Law allows motorists to 
print receipt of purchase for 
soon-to-expire stickers

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White is reminding 
customers with license plate 
stickers expiring at the end 
of the month that they can 
renew online at ilsos.gov, 
print their receipt and keep 
that receipt in their vehicle 
to comply with Illinois law.

“This is a consumer-
friendly initiative that 
encourages online transac-

tions with my office,” said 
White. “Many customers 
visit our Driver Services 
facilities to buy their stickers 
the week before they are set 
to expire. I am reminding the 
public that they can make the 
same transaction online and 
use their receipt as proof of 
up-to-date registration and 
compliance.”

Motorists are allowed to 
drive without an up-to-date 
vehicle renewal sticker on 
their license plate as long 

as they have the receipt 
from the Secretary of State 
showing that they bought 
the sticker before expiration. 
The receipt is valid for up to 
30 days from the expiration 
of the previous registration 
sticker’s date.

Last year,  209,844 
customers purchased 
license plate renewal stickers 
during the last seven days 
in February. Of this total, 
87,520 purchased their 
license plate sticker online.
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Send your press releases and color photo’s to 
vvnew@sbcglobal.net 

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

Premium Dog and Cat food,
Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.

Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,
small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Cherished Pets Remembered Pet Crematorium
Offering only private/individual pet cremation services. 

Affordable prices, cremation witnessing and private viewing 
room available at no additional charge.

To learn more go to CherishedPetsRemembered.com or 
call 1-800-497-4901.

Part of and a separate facility located in the
Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home & Crematorium, 7861 S. 88Th Ave., Justice

Mark & Laura Kaminski Owners

Evergreen Park
American Legion

9701 S. Kedzie, Evergreen Park, IL
708-422-9513

americanlegion854@yahoo.com

QUEEN OF
HEARTS

Every Wednesday
Drawing at 7pm

Bar | Gaming Machines

For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   MercyCircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

EEOC

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook
Canteen Hours Noon to Close Daily

Public Welcome for 2022
VFW 2791’s “Lenten Fish Fry” Has Returned

Starting Friday, March 4th thru Good Friday from 4-7pm
$12 per plate, Shrimp Boats $7

Call in to carryout or dine in - Limited seating available

St Patrick Day Parade & Celebration
Sunday, March 6th, 1-6pm

Food, Including Corn Beef Sandwiches $10 & Hot Dogs $5
We will have Music, Entertainment & Fun for all

The “Old Gold Band”
Saturday, March 26th, doors open 6pm music starts 7pm

Performing hits from the 60’s & 70’s - $5 cover
160 tickets available - Kitchen will be open 6:30-8:30pm 

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

Pets A flippered arrival

Lincoln Park Zoo is 
excited to share the arrival 
of a flippered addition! On 
January 26, grey seal Jersey 
gave birth to a healthy male 
pup. Unfortunately, Jersey 
did not display appropriate 
maternal instincts to care 

for or protect the pup and 
human intervention was 
deemed necessary.

The new arrival will 
remain behind the scenes 
as he grows in size and 
strength. In memory of the 
late Dr. Lester E. Fisher, in 
tribute to the zoo’s dedicated 
veterinarians providing 
excellent care to the pup, and 
as a nod to seals’ diets, he has 
been named Fisher.

To learn more about the 
Seals visit lpzoo.org

VFW 2791 hear the sounds 
of the Old Gold band

Join The Gold Rush at 
VFW 2791 on March 26, 
2022. And come enjoy the 
amazing sounds of the Band 
“Old Gold” as they perform 
all your favorite Rock, 
Doo-Wop, Motown & Disco 
hits from the 60’s & 70’s.

There is a $5 cover charge 
for a ticket to get in that 
can be purchased anytime 
during normal business 

hours. The Kitchen will be 
open from 6:30 to 8:30pm 
selling Shrimp Boats, 
Pretzels and Pizza. There 
will be a full-service cash bar 
as well. Help raise money for 
our Veterans! 

Everyone is welcome 
to join us at 17147 Oak 
Park Ave, Tinley Park. If 
you have questions call 
708-532-2333.

St Laurence High School 
March events 

Mother/Son and Father/
Daughter Dance

Our annual Mother/
Son and Father/Daughter 
Dances are back! Join us 
on March 18th and 19th 
for each dance. This year’s 
theme is country!

Father/Daughter Dance 
on Friday, March 18th  7:00 
pm | Eventbrite-Mother/Son 
Dance on Saturday, March 
19.

Ash Wednesday
Deacon Ed Sajdak will 

be at the north entrance 
from 7:30-8:20 am, on 
Ash Wednesday (March 2) 
handing out ashes. Please 
feel free to stop and get 
ashes as you drop off your 
child and be patient with the 

traffic that morning.
Spring Sports 

Registration, Try-outs, and 
Orientation Night

Spring sports are starting 
soon! All students must be 
registered on 8 to18 prior to 
try-outs. Save the date for the 
Spring Sports Orientation 
Night on Thu, March 10th 
at 7 pm.

Winter Sports Awards 
Night

Please save the date for the 
Winter Sports Awards Night 
on Sunday, March 20th at 5 
pm in the gym. More infor-
mation to come.

Mothers’ Club Bingo
Registration is open for 

Mothers’ Club Bingo on 
March 6 at 2 pm! Pull tabs, 
Split the Pot and lotto raffles 
will be available. If you are 
interested in purchasing 
tickets visit our website at 
www.stlaurence.com .St. 
Laurence High School | 
5556 W. 77th St., Burbank, 
IL 60459.

Record collectors show coming
Thousands of vinyl 

records are your ticket 
to great memories from 
the Orland Park Record 
Collectors Show being held 
at the Quality Inn - Georgio’s 
Banquet Center at 8800 W. 
159th Street on Saturday, 
March 12th. Show hours are 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Vendors will be offering 
posters, cassettes, maga-
zines, archival storage 
supplies, CD’s, Lp’s-45’s and 

78 rpm records. They will 
also showcase the sounds 
of Country, Rap, Pop, 
Blues, Classical, Rock, Hip 
Hop, Folk, Jazz, Metal and 
Comedy too.

This show has a $3.00 
general admission charge 
but no charge for children 
12 & under.  A preview 
hour admission is $10 and 
starts at 8 a.m. For infor-
mation about the show call 
773-585-6254



Bremen Township in partnership 
with AgeOptions

Bremen Township has 
been serving the Senior 
Community of Bremen 
Township with a Hot Lunch 
Program, in partnership with 
AgeOptions, since 2012.

Although our Senior Café 
in Oak Forest is temporarily 
closed due to Covid-19, we 
are happy to offer hot meals 
To-Go on certain days to 
people age 60+ who complete 
a Client Registration form, as 
required by our Area Agency 
on Aging.

In addition, Bremen 
Township Senior Services 
is seeking input from the 
community to determine if 
there is a need for 

Therapeutic Meals such as: 
Diabetic Low Sodium Renal 
Friendly Lactose Intolerant 
meals.

Vegetarian Gluten Free 
Mechanically Soft.

The Bremen Senior Café 
is located at: 15350 Oak Park 
Avenue (rear building) Oak 
Forest.

For more information or 
if you would like to request 
a therapeutic meal be added 

to our menu choices, call 
708-687-8220 and specify 
which meal is requested. 
Please leave your phone 
number and first name so we 
can contact you and answer 
any questions you may have 
about our program.

There is no guarantee for 
these meals at this time, it is 

only a survey to learn what 
needs exist in our commu-
nity. Meals are distributed 
“drive-through style” outside 
the Café, so that participants 
can remain in their car. Soon 
we may also be allowed to 
resume service in our dining 
room with certain Covid 
restrictions.
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Old Fashion
Butcher Shop

10717 S. Ridgeland Ave., Chicago Ridge
708-636-3437

www.jackandpats.com
We carry a Full Line of:

Imported Irish Grocery's, Homemade Soda Bread,
John Diamond & Winston's Irish Sausage

and some puddings

Happy St. Patrick's Day
Dine In or Carry Out

We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm • Friday & Saturday 7:30am-8:30pm

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

�inking

Greg & Ronda Wallace
Managing Broker

Visit www.ThinkingAboutSelling.com
and check your home’s value today!

708-941-7000
16335 S Harlem Ave., Ste 403

Tinley Park, Il 60477
GregandRondaWallace@gmail.com

If your property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard
this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

*Call for details, offer expires on 4/30/22

 About  Selling?

DISCOUNTED COMMISSION WITHOUT
SACRIFICING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES!

Sell for More and
Pay Less Commission
with Greg & Ronda

  TOTAL

COMMISSION

AS LOW AS 3%*

 LIVin’ It Up! Olivia Newton-John Tribute
*June 10th Dinner Show & *October 14th Dinner Show 

From her early hits to her “Sandy” tunes from Grease and beyond, this
show is an entertaining must-see for any Olivia Newton-John fan!

Let Me Be There, I Honestly Love You, Hopelessly Devoted To You, Physical

Pop Go-Go the 60’s
April 8th Lunch Show

The name says it all! We’re putting on our go-go boots & feelin’ groovy with the pop tunes of the 60’s!
Downtown, R-E-S-P-E-C-T, Boots, Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow

Reservation price of $45 (or $41 for parties of 15 or more) INCLUDES ENTIRE EVENT: 
Four pieces of the famous White Fence Farm chicken with all the �xin’s including 

homemade corn fritters, baked potato, cottage cheese, kidney bean salad, cole slaw, 
pickled beets, co�ee, tea or soft drink beverage, tax, gratuity and the fun show! All 

shows are lunch shows, with lunch served at 11:30 and show to follow, with the 
exception of Olivia Newton-John Tribute show 6/10 and 10/14. *Denotes dinner 

shows, with dinner served at 6:00 and show to follow.
Must Call To Reserve Seating: 630-375-9717

www.sweetreminder.net

Nifty 50’s & 60’s
August 25th Lunch Show

Join us for some fun with the jukebox gems of the 50’s & 60’s!
Sincerely, Jailhouse Rock, Put Your Head On My Shoulder, Sh-Boom, Wake Up Little Susie

Sweet Reminders of Christmas
December 8th Lunch Show & December 9th Lunch Show

The magic of the season comes alive with familiar cheerful sounds celebrating “the most 
wonderful time of the year!”   Santa Baby, Suzy Snow�ake, Silver Bells, Winter Wonderland

  Fun Shows For You

in 2022 at
1376 Joliet Rd., Romeoville

Join Sweet Reminder for a fun afternoon with a 
delicious lunch and unique musical experience 
down memory lane that’ll make your heart sing!

Welcome to a St. Patrick’s Day 
luncheon!

Everyone is welcome to 
come to our St. Patrick’s 
Day Luncheon on Thursday, 
March 17, 2022 at 11:00am 

Community Center 
at 3450 W. 97th Street. 
Evergreen Park, Illinois.

Lunch: Corned Beef and 
Cabbage

Special Guest: is Bob 
Erlich, Butterfly Specialist

Cost: $10 per person.
Tickets must be purchased 

in advance at the Community 
Center by Monday, Mar 14, 
2022.

Presented by the Evergreen 
Park Senior Council.

VFW has annual Lenten fish fry
Our Annual “Lenten Fish 

Fry” is back, starting on 
Friday March 4th, 2022 from 
4 to 7pm. We will be selling 
plated meals for $12 and you 
have a choice of Chipotle’ 
Lime Tilapia, Corona 
Battered Cod, Breaded 
Ocean Perch or Chicken 
Nuggets. Each order comes 

with Cole Slaw, Potato Salad 
and Tater Tots. 

We recommend that you 
do Pickup and Carryout as 
we have limited seating and 
if no space available you 
will have to take it with you. 
We are located at 17147 So. 
Oak Park Ave and or call 
708-532-2333.

Come Rock the Block and join us  
for the inaugural Shamrock’n the Block  
on parade day

Old St. Pat’s Pop-Up Irish 
Pub 12:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Come Rock The Block 
and join us for the inau-
gural Shamrock’n The Block 
on Parade Day, Saturday, 
March 12.

Hundreds of friendly 
people will enjoy a beer and 
a brogue and toast to the 
Irish (remember everyone 
is Irish on St. Patrick’s 
Day!). We will be setting 
up a “Pub” in a heated tent 

with a beer garden.  This 
family-friendly event will 
include beverages, tasty 
pub fare, live entertain-
ment, dancing, wee one’s 
activities and more! All ages 
welcome!

To purchase tickets go to:  
https://osp.ccbchurch.com/
goto/forms/597/responses/
new.

With questions contact 
Honor Lorenzini at honorl@
oldstpats.org.

Join Bingo fest
Bingo Fest BINGO! Join 

Orland Township as they 
host their biggest Bingo event 
yet! Get ready to compete in 

students based on academic 
achievement and community 
service. 

Elements Conference 
Center, 16235 S La Grange 
Rd, Orland Park on Saturday, 
March 26, 2022 from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Fee: $30. For tickets go 
to https://www.paypal.com/
donate/?hosted_button_
id=63Y9DYJ2CUN96.

some fun games, win one-of-
a-kind prizes, and enjoy some 
spectacular food.  Live enter-
tainment to be announced! 

All proceeds raised, 
beyond the cost of prizes and 
overhead, benefit the Orland 
Township Scholarship 
Foundation, which awards 
scholarship funds to local 
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David L. Crane, Music Director
Presents

2021-2022 Season

New World Symphony 
and Double Concerto

Sunday, March 6, 2022 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: Adults $23-28; Seniors (65+) $18-23 
Students $7; Children 10 and under free.  

Tickets may be purchased in advance or at the door.
In accordance with Trinity Christian College current policy, all attendees must be 
masked at all times indoors regardless of vaccination status.

6601 W College Dr (Rt. 83), Palos Heights 
Ozinga Chapel Auditorium

www.southwestsymphony.com
contact us at: southwestsymphony@gmail.com

708-802-0686    Follow us on Facebook!

This program is 
partially supported 

by a grant from 
the Illinois Arts 
Council Agency.

Mr. Dodge and Mr. Sharp are generously co-sponsored by the 
Beverly Foundation for the Performing Arts 

(Kathleen Tobin, Founder and President)

Egmont Overture   Beethoven
Double Concerto   Brahms
  CSO musicians Baird Dodge, violin & 

John Sharp, cello
Symphony No. 9 (“New World”) Dvorak

Danú St. Patrick’s Day celebration comes 
to the Mac March 13

Danú, one of the leading 
traditional Irish ensembles, 
brings their St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration to the 
McAninch Arts Center 
(MAC) at 6 p.m., Sunday, 
March 13, 2022. Winner 
of numerous awards from 
the BBC and Irish Music 
Magazine, Danú takes 
audiences on a musical 
journey to their native 
Ireland, offering a moving 
and memorable concert 
experience filled with jigs, 
reels, songs and more in 
advance of St. Patrick’s 
Day. Dancers from the 
Trinity Academy of Irish 
Dance will perform one-
half hour prior to the show 
in the MAC lobby. 

For more than two 
decades, Danú’s virtuosi 
players on f lute, tin 
whistle, fiddle, button 
accordion, bouzouki, and 
vocals (Irish and English) 
have delighted audiences 
worldwide. Hailing from 
County Waterford, Kerry, 
Dublin and Donegal in 
Ireland, Danú is one of the 
leading traditional Irish 
musical groups today. 
Their standing-room-
only concerts throughout 
Ireland are mesmerizing 
shows often featuring a mix 
of ancient Irish music and 
new work from their reper-
toire. The Washington Post 
hails them as, “a vibrant mix 
of virtuosity, energy and 
empathy.”

The musicians of Danú 
are Nell Ní Chróinín (Lead 

Vocals, Flute & Whistles), 
Benny McCarthy (Button 
Accordion, Melodeon), 
Oisín McAuley (Fiddle, 
Backing Vocals), Éamon 
Doorley (Irish bouzouki, 
backing vocals), Ivan 
Goff (Uilleann Pipes, 
Flute and Whistles), Tony 
Byrne (Guitar, Backing 
Vocals) and Billy Sutton 
(Bodhran [Irish Drum] and 
Mandolin).

Based in the city of 
Waterford, Ireland and 
named for the ancient 
Celtic goddess of fertility 
and wisdom, Danú has 
released nine CD albums 
and a DVD since forming 
in 1994. Danú’s honors and 
awards include being voted 
Best Overall Traditional Act 
by Dublin’s magazine Irish 
Music and twice voted Best 
Traditional Group in the 
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. 
Danú has toured throughout 
Europe and North America 
with stops at The Hollywood 

Bowl in Los Angeles and 
Symphony Space in New 
York City. Their live perfor-
mances have been broadcast 
on NPR, the CBC, and the 
BBC.

Danú St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration comes to 
McAninch Arts Center, 
located at 425 Fawell Blvd. 
on the campus of College of 
DuPage, for a performance 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, March 13. 
Dancers from the Trinity 
Academy of Irish Dance will 
perform one-half hour prior 
to the show in the MAC 
lobby.  Tickets for Danu’s 
performance are $50-$60. 
For tickets or more infor-
mation, visit AtTheMAC.
org or call the MAC Box 
Office at 630.942.4000. 
The Box Office is open 
Tuesday through Sunday, 
12 noon to 6 p.m. and one 
hour prior to performance. 
For the latest COVID-19 
Policy, visit AtTheMAC.
org/covid-19-update

Photo by John D. Kelly

Chicago high school students to compete in 
the 13th annual August Wilson Monologue and 
Design Competitions

The August Wilson 
Monologue Competition, 
celebrating its 13th year, 
announces details for 2022, 
including the return of 
“Designing August,” the 
scenic and costume design 
arm of the competition, for its 
second year. The free compe-
tition serves more than 300 
high school students annu-
ally with competition, master 
classes and college scholar-
ships. After two preliminary 
rounds, twenty finalists in 
the monologue category will 
be invited to compete at the 
Goodman Theatre on May 2, 
2022 at 6pm. The “Designing 
August” winners will also be 
announced at the finals.

The August Wilson 
Monologue Competition is 
free for participants. Details 
about competition are avail-
able at https://chicagoplays.
com/august-wilson-mono-

logue-competition/.
The August Wilson 

Monologue Competition is 
presented by Derrick Sanders 
and Goodman Theatre, in 
collaboration with the League 
of Chicago Theatres.

The 2022 competition 
schedule is as follows:

Now to March 4: School 
applications due for teachers 
and administrators to apply 
for their students online.

Now through March 15: 
Student Applications for 
acting and design deadline

March 21: Final designs 
due

March 21-March 23: 
Monologue Preliminary 
Auditions at Roosevelt 
University and Logan Center 
for the Arts

April 18: Semi-Final 
Monologue Auditions at 
Victory Gardens Theater

April 23: Masterclass, 

coaching for finalists
May 2 at 6pm: Final 

Monologue and Design 
Competition at Goodman 
Theatre

Open to Chicago area high 
school students, the competi-
tion gives students an oppor-
tunity to explore and share the 
richness of August Wilson’s 
Century Cycle and to expose 
a new generation of creative 
minds to the life’s work and 
artistic legacy of this seminal 
American playwright.

In December 2020, Netflix 
released Giving Voice, a full-
length documentary about 
the national August Wilson 
Monologue Competition. 
The film’s trailer is available at, 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YAr5OuuGB48.  

For more information visit: 
https://chicagoplays.com/
august-wilson-monologue-
competition.
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Viverito Senior  
Center to host 
caring crew 
gathering

The caring crew gath-
ering is for any caregiver 
or any caregiver caring for 
someone with Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia to 
enjoy fellowship, participate 
in educational programs 
and to gain knowledge on 
many different topics that 
assist family caregivers.  
The Caring Crew gathering 
is held from 10-11am (and is 
free) at the Louis S. Viverito 
Senior Center located at 
7745 S. Leamington Ave. in 
Burbank.  Our next meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2022.

Why join us at the Caring 
Crew Gathering?

The advantages of joining 
the crew are limitless. Some 
of the best reasons to join 
include:

Sharing common experi-
ences and learning coping 
strategies;

Exploring and sharing 
solutions to problems;

Finding emotional outlets 
and receiving support from 
peers;

Forming new friendships 
and discovering a sense of 
community;

Developing new skills 
through education;

Helping others while still 
helping yourself.

The Car ing Crew 
Gathering is part of the 
National Family Caregiver 
Support Program, under 
Title III-E of the Older 
Americans Act, is a federal 
program that provides 
services to help fami-
lies under certain circum-
stances, including those that 
care for frail older relatives 
and grandparents, or older 

Boys swim avenges early 
losses for second-place finish 
in SSC Red

Written by Brian Frangella, 
OLCHS Staff Writer

“The boys swam with a 
ton of heart and were drop-
ping times all over the place,” 
head coach Derek Maciaga 
said. “It was amazing to 
see all of their hard work 
throughout the season 
pay off with conference 
medals and new personal 
records. We hope to keep 
the momentum going into 
the Illinois High School 
Association Sectional meet 
this Saturday at Lyons 
Township.”

Senior captain Luke Fritz 
led the charge for Oak Lawn 
by winning a conference 
championship in the 50-yard 
freestyle with a time of :22.20 
and taking second in the 100 
freestyle with a time of 49.92. 
Both of those performances 
now stand as new school 

records. Standout Jeremy 
Gravelle repeated as confer-
ence champion in diving and 
finished in the Top 6 in the 
100 freestyle as well.

Siert finished in third 
in the 100 butterfly with a 
new personal best time of 
56.91, and Hartmann took 
third in the 200 individual 
medley and third in the 100 
breaststroke. Both of those 
swims for Hartmann were 
also personal best times. 
The relay combination of 
Vladimir Meza, Hartmann, 
Siert, and Fritz took second 
in the 400 freestyle and third 
in the 200 medley relays.

On the junior varsity 
level, senior Efrain Alvarez 
was conference champion 
in diving, Zach Francis took 
third in diving, and Billy 
McNichols took second in 
the 100 butterfly.
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This Could be  
your AD

Rates starting at $25. 
Call Linda at  

708-425-1910

Crafters CornerCrafters CornerCrafters Corner
WANTED
Crafters &
Vendors

Call Debbie 708-752-5397

Funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

Tree Service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

BlindS

$39*Repair 
Blinds $29* Clean

Blinds
$39*Repair 

Blinds $29* Clean
Blinds Call for a

FREE ESTIMATE

708-952-0700 | blindsbynicolette.com

Custom Blinds • Cleaning • Repairs • Drapery
Upholstery • Designs • Flooring & More

*Call for details. Restrictions may apply.

Dealer

ADVANCE AREA SERVICE CORP.
Electrician

TROUBLESHOOTING • DOORBELLS
OUTLETS & SWITCHES • EMERGENCY SERVICE

100 AMP - 400 AMP • CIRCUIT BREAKERS
WIND & STORM TROUBLE

Call us today for a free quote!
(773) 445-3348

We offer reliable, knowledgeable & professional
electrical contracting services to give you an amazing result.

We accept all major credit cards and offer Senior Discounts.

Fritz, Hartmann, Siert, Meza

Daylight 
Savings 

Time 
begins 

March 13th

AARP free tax 
preparation

Continues through April 
15 for seniors. Please make a 
reservation by calling (708) 
422-8776.

AARP is once again 
offering the SmartDriving 
Classes through the Spring 
and Summer.

The eight-hour refresher 
course is designated for 
motorists age 50 and older. 
Cost is $20 for members of 
AARP, $25 for non-members. 
Register at the OCS, just give 
us a call at (708) 422-8776.

A printing service update
Looking to use a library 

printer? Alsip-Merrionette 
Park Library cards now offer 
$3 daily for free printing 
(not photocopying) That’s 
30 black & white prints OR 
6 color prints from the Adult 
or Youth Services printers, 
at no charge. For non-card-
holders and non-residents, 
the printing charges remain 
the same: 10 cents per a black 
and white copy, and 50 cents 

per color copy.
*Please Note: for all 

patrons, photocopies are 10 
cents per a black and white 
page, and 50 cents per color. 
Questions? Please call the 
Information Desk for more 
details: 708.926.7024.

Stop by the Alsip-
Merrionette Park Public 
Library at 11960 S. Pulaski 
Road, Alsip, IL for more 
information.

relatives who serve as care-
givers for minor children or 
children of any age who have 
disabilities.  These services 
include: information, assis-
tance in gaining access to 
services, individual coun-
seling, respite care, and legal 
assistance for caregivers, 
grandparents or older indi-
viduals who are caregivers 
for relatives.

Please contact Sarah 
Bernhardt-Wasag, Caregiver 
Specialist for details at (708) 
636-8850 or sbernhardt-
wasg@townshipofstick ney.
org.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day



Spartan Speech Team  
advances to state

Written by Jennifer Jepsen, 
OLCHS Staff Writer

The Oak Lawn Community 
High School Speech Team 
finished in first place at 
Sectionals recently and 
advanced in six events.  The 
Performance in the Round 
also snared first place.  The 
Spartans head to the IHSA 
state competition in Peoria. 

The following students 
did compete: Mariam Chuli 
and Melanie Cabrera for 
Dramatic Duet Acting; Layla 
Nemri for Extemporaneous 
Speaking; Orlando Ramirez 
for Original Comedy; 
Mariana Salazar for Original 
Oratory; Maya Quinonez for 
Prose Reading; and Emma 
Mathews for Radio Speaking.

Performances in the 
Round champions include 
Max Cipriani, Mikey 
Mills, Elijah Rangel, Fotis 
Patrianakos, Ryan Infante, 
Maggie Sheehan, Francesca 
Crosby, Samantha Martinez, 
Joyce Reising , Kathryn 

Fragapane, Taylor Micele 
, Rosie Caprio, and Juno 
Granados.

Coach Mike Olsson said, 
“We are extremely proud of 
our entire Speech Team. This 
is the first time Mr. Capriola 
and I have brought home a 

Sectional Championship as 
head coaches, and we give 
all the credit to our talented, 
dedicated students. We’re 
also beyond excited to see 
six individual events and 
our PIR compete at State 
in-person again.”

ball players and teams from 
around the country will 
descend upon the Chicago 
Southland to compete in the 
12th annual Prairie Dustup. 
This is the first tournament 
the We Build You Play 
Sports Group will host in 
the Midwest.

“The Chicago Southland’s 
accessibility to six interstates 
and only being a five-hour 
drive from eight different 
states makes this partner-
ship a perfect match,” said 
CSCVB CEO/President 
Jim Garrett. “I’m excited 
to see the competition, this 
event could feature future 
Olympians!” he added.

March 26 is the dead-
line to enter boys and girls 
teams 13u-18u and there is 
both a men’s and women’s 

division as well, for more 
information visit https://
webu i l dyoupl ay. c om /
prairie-dustup-00-home.

If you’re interested in a 
sponsorship please visit 
https://webuildyouplay.
com/prairie-dustup-00-
home/prair ie-dustup-
02-sponsors/, for more 
details. 

The Chicago Southland 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau is the official desti-
nation management and 
marketing organization 
for Chicago’s 62 south and 
southwest suburbs. The 
Chicago Southland CVB 
nationally markets and 
sells the Chicago Southland 
region as a destination for 
meetings and conven-
tions, group tour, sports 
events and leisure travel. 
For more information, go 
to VisitChicagoSouthland.
com.
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Would you like to 
Advertise Online?   

Go to www.vvnew.com.

Bedding/Furniture

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Help Wanted

Plumbing

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

Attorney at Law

DON’T LET 
LUCK BE 

YOUR ONLY 
ESTATE 
PLAN!
Prepare 

Those Legal 
Documents 
Now and, 

Update Those 
Old Ones!
FREE 

in-home or 
in-office 

consultation 
(Oak Lawn or 
Downtown)

(Most general practice 
matters)

Call Attorney 
Michael J. Maslanka
(312) 641-2424
Licensed Over 37 Years

A graduate of Brother 
Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University

Professional Insured

Concrete/Masonry

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Sewing

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

Paving

Thorp Asphalt
Paving • Parking Lots

Patch Work • Driveways
Seal Coating

708-256-7600

Concrete

Thorp Concrete
Concrete • Flat Work

Footing • Stairs
Foundations

708-256-7600

Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid - Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

HELP
WANTED

Experience 
Newspaper 

Delivery Drivers
Substitute, Part Time

Must Have Proof of Exp. 
and own vehicle 

Fax Resume to 
708-221-6663.
or Call Linda 
708-425-1910

Painting

JEG Painting
& Decorating

Fully Insured
Reasonable

708-566-7529

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

Expert
Wallpaper
Hanging &
Painting

773-615-9795

HELP WANTED
Needs Apparel Drivers

Must have Drivers License
No infractions in
the last 3 years

Must pass Background
& Drug Test

Contact Of�ce

708-365-4260

Apartment for Rent

Apartment For Rent
Justice, IL

Free Cable & Laundry
 Private Parking 

No Pets - No Smoking 
$900 month 1½ Mo. Sec.

773-732-6719

Beverly 111 St. & Hoyne
1 & 2 Bedrm, Dining 
room, Heat & Hot 
Water included
No Pets, Smoke Free
Parking
Near Metra
$1,150 – $1,250 mo.

773-233-9151

Hair Artistry
& Co. & Suites
773-614-8880

hairartistryandcompany@yahoo.com

Hair

Prairie Dustup 
volleyball set 
for Chicago 
Southland

We Build You Play Sports 
Group and the Chicago 
Southland Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (CSCVB) 
are thrilled to announce 
the 2022 Prairie Dustup 
Volleyball tournament is 
coming to the Southland 
Center in Lynwood April 
23-24.

This super regional 
event is sanctioned by the 
AAU, where youth volley-

Tax Service

Swg Financial
Tax Service

773-936-6848 
www.swgfinancialinc.com
Individual & Commercial 

MARK'S REPAIR

815-546-1586

Home & Commerical
Repair & Maintance
"No Job to Small"

MARK'S REPAIR
Repair & Maintenance
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New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry

Double Load Washes
Wednesday Special

We will Wash/Dry/Fold
your clothes for only lb.

$125

$199

Soap OperaSoap OperaSoap Opera
Laundromat

MARCH SPECIAL
MARCH IN WITH YOUR

COMFORTER THIS SPRING! $5 OFF
all comforters total order (10lb minimum)

SPRING SPECIAL

Open
24 hrs.
7 days

a week*

WI-Fi Access
3-32” HDTV’s

FREE

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860

facebook.com/SoapOperaLaundromats
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

*With our Wash Club Membership Loyalty access card.

 ALL WASH IS NOW SANITIZED
KILLING ALL BACTERIA, VIRUSES AND COVID-19

FREE Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $1
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15




