
Proudly Serving 
Chicagoland for 49 Years

Blue Island, Midlothian, Alsip, Crestwood

B-MAC EDITION

We serve our 
community with 

good news!Village View
Volume 17 | Number 1 | January 3, 2023

Former Pope Benedict XVI dies 
age 95; was �rst pope to resign

Benedict XVI, the Pope 
Emeritus, has died in Vatican 
City at the age of 95 following 
a period of ill health.

News of his death came 
days after Pope Francis 
asked the faithful to pray 
for Benedict, saying he was 
“very sick.”

The death of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI is 
beihg marked in the holy 
city of Jerusalem and else-
where in the world.

Church bells rang out 
continuously throughout 

the labyrinthine alleys of 
Jerusalem’s old city and across 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories as news broke 
of the former pope’s death. 
Latin Patriarch Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa planned an offi-
cial commemoration mass 
on Sunday and issued a state-
ment of mourning.

Bookended by globally 
popular and charismatic 
popes -- St. John Paul II and 
Pope Francis -- Benedict cut 
a different figure. Friends 
and biographers described 
him as quiet and scholarly, 
more at home among theo-
logical tomes than adoring 
crowds.

The German-born Bene-

dict saw himself, and the 
church, as a bulwark against 
secular trends in Western 
society, particularly what he 
called the “dictatorship of 
relativism.” He often insisted 
that Catholics maintain a 
fortress mentality, saying 
perhaps a smaller, “purer” 
church would best maintain 
Catholicism’s traditions and 
teachings.

Benedict XVI had a long 
and illustrious career as 
one of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s pre-eminent theo-
logians. But for all his accom-
plishments and accolades, 
however, Benedict will 
forever be known as the first 
pope in 600 years to resign.

Protecting 
the Calumet 
Region for 100 
Years

We recognized this cen- 
tury of service, innovation 
and ingenuity during our 
10th Annual Sustainability 
Summit held at the Ford 
Calumet Environmental 
Center at Big  Marsh 
Park recently where we 
highlighted the 100th 

Anniversary of the Calumet WRP and Cal-Sag Channel and blazed a new trail of history 
by installing our first Community Partnership Council (CPC).

The Calumet CPC will engage with nearby communities to provide feedback on our 
efforts to be a good neighbor.

The Sustainability Summit was held in person for the first time in three years, growing the 
MWRD’s network of community leaders, water professionals and environmental experts to 
educate and engage partners and stakeholders on how they can sustainably manage water 
and recover resources effectively.

We honored the Village of Alsip and the Chicago Region Trees Initiative for revital-
izing an asphalt lot into a fertile and attractive space using MWRD EQ Biosolids Compost.

We also honored the Village of Elmwood Park and the Village of Brookfield with 
Sustainable Landscaping Awards for green infrastructure installations that help manage 
stormwater while improving public spaces. 

Kari K. Steele, Chicago Region Trees initiative,  
Mayor of Village of Alsip

2022 Crestwood Christmas 
Decorating Winners

The Christmas lights in Crestwood are fantastic this year!
There were so many decorated houses, it was very diffi-

cult to choose the winners!
1st Place: The Payton Family at 13600 S. Laramie; 2nd 

Place: The Werley Family at 12825 Carriage Lane, Unit 3B; 
3rd Place Tie: The Gorney Family at 4951 W. 135th Pl. and 
the Bafia Family at 4945 W. 135th Pl.; Congratulations to 
all of the 2022 Contest Winners!

Honorable Mentions: 5212 W. 137th Place; 12955 E. 
Playfield Dr.; 12801 S. Central Ave; 5249 Arbor Lane; 5335 Arbor Lane; 13336 S. LeClaire 
Ave; 5531 W. 131st St; 5040 W. 137th St and 5409 W 137th St.

Broadway in Chicago presents, 
The Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon 
is playing at the Cadillac 
Palace Theatre, March 28 
through April 16, 2023.

The New York Times calls 
it “the best musical of this 
century.” The Washington 
Post says, “it is the kind of 
evening that restores your 
faith in musicals” And 

Entertainment Weekly 
says, “Grade A, the funniest 
musical of all time.” Jimmy 
Fallon of The Tonight Show 

calls it “Genius, Brilliant, 
Phenomenal.” It’s The Book 
of Mormon, the nine-time 
Tony Award winning Best 
Musical.

This outrageous musical 

comedy follows the adven-
tures of a mismatched 
pair of missionaries, sent 
halfway across the world 
to spread the Good Word. 
With standing room only 
productions in London, 
on Broadway, and across 
North America. The Book of 
Mormon has truly become 
and international sensation. 
Contains explicit language. 

All patrons, regardless of 
age, must have a ticket. We 
suggest you wear a mask.

For tickets visit our 
website https://thebookof-
mormontour.com or call. 
Groups of 10+ please call 
866.302.0995.

Cadillic Palace Theatre is 
at 151 West Randolph Street, 
Chicago. 

Second Presbyterian Church
Second Presbyterian Church is a diverse, inclusive, engaging, and passionate commu-

nity of faith. It hosts its annual Winter Coat Drive during the months of December through 
March. Donations of new or gently used clothes, socks, sweatshirts, hoodies, sweaters, 
coats, gloves, caps, scarves and mittens will be distributed to our Lunch Bag Program and 
neighbors who are in need.

For more information, please visit the church website at: 2ndpresbyterian.org. 1936 South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60616 or call (312) 225-4951.

Alsip Park District presents Family Bingo
Are you ready for another 

Bingo at the Alsip Park 
District? If the answer is yes, 
then sign up today! Saturday, 
January 14, 2023 from 10am 
to 12, Noon. Cost for resi-

dents is $15 and Nonresidents 
is $19. We will play 15 games 
of bingo for a variety of gift 
cards and prizes. Pizza and 
soda will also be enjoyed.

Bingo is at the Apollo 

Recreation Center, Dance 
Room, at 12521 South 
Kostner Ave, Alsip, IL. 
For more information call 
708-389-1003. Everyone is 
welcome, hope to see you. 
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Village o�ers 
Christmas Tree, 
wreath and 
light recycling

Live Christmas tree and 
wreath collection in the 
Village of Orland Park will be offered by Waste Management, the Village’s waste collector. 
During the first two full weeks of January, the weeks of January 2 and January 9, Waste 
Management customers can place Christmas trees and wreaths at the curb on their regular 
garbage collection day for pickup.

Residents must remove all decorations and leave the tree and wreaths unbagged at the 
curb on their regular garbage pick-up days. Trees six feet or taller must be cut in half.

No longer needed or working holiday lights, LED lights and cords are being collected 
for recycling through January 25, 2023.

Unbagged lights and cords may be dropped off for recycling at: Village Hall, 14700 S. 
Ravinia Avenue;. Sportsplex, 11351 W. 159th Street;.Franklin E. Loebe Recreation 
Center, 14650 S. Ravinia Avenue;.Orland Park Health & Fitness, 15430 West Avenue and 
Cultural Center 14760 Park Lane.

Questions about the live tree recycling can be directed to Waste Management at (800)964-
8988, inquiries regarding light recycling can be directed to the Village at (708)403-6100.

Village adopts property tax levy
The Tinley Park Village 

Board adopted a property 
tax levy request for Tax 
Year 2022 in the combined 
amount of $31,064,543 
covering the Village and 
Tinley Park Public Library. 
This amount represents a 
net 3% increase over the 
previous year’s extended 
tax levy dollars.

The Village Board also 
approved tax levy abate-
ments for the coming 
tax year. The Village’s 
required 2022 levies to pay 
outstanding bonds and 
interest payments due in 
the upcoming calendar year 
(2023) are being reduced 
by more than $1.3 million, 
which directly trans-
lates into reduced prop-
erty taxes. The Village’s 
tax abatements benefit 
both homeowners and 
businesses.

This represents the 
41st year of the Village’s 
program of abating taxes 
for bond payments. The 
total amounts abated repre-

sent 79% of the total debt 
service on the Village’s 
outstanding bonds payable 
in 2023.

If the Village didn’t have 
alternate sources to pay the 
debt service on these bond 
issues, the tax levy would 
be more than $1.3 million 
higher than was approved 
and would add an estimated 
$0.89 to the Village tax rate 
at an EAV of $1.556 billion.

The below table reflects 
the approximate annual 

“rebate savings” for a cross 
section of home values over 
the past 10 years, inclusive 

of the current year. On 
average over this period, 
the annual savings through 
these abatements is between 
$130 and $300 depending 
on home value. Over the 
10-year period, home-
owners with homes valued 
similar to those shown on 
the table have received and 
benefited from cumulative 
savings of between $1,300 
and $3,000 as a result of 
these abatements, which 
have totaled more than 

$34.8 million dollars for 
the past 10 years alone (tax 
years 2013 to 2022).

Metra daily commuter parking 
fee to increase January 1

As a reminder, the daily parking fee at all Mokena commuter parking facilities will 
increase to $2, effective January 2023.

For commuters’ convenience, wheels are in motion to add a more convenient mobile 
app payment option by the end of the first quarter of 2023.

Former Pope Benedict XVI dies 
age 95; was �rst pope to resign

Benedict XVI, the Pope 
Emeritus, has died in Vatican 
City at the age of 95 following 
a period of ill health.

News of his death came 
days after Pope Francis 
asked the faithful to pray 
for Benedict, saying he was 
“very sick.”

The death of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI is 
beihg marked in the holy 
city of Jerusalem and else-
where in the world.

Church bells rang out 
continuously throughout 
the labyrinthine alleys of 
Jerusalem’s old city and across 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories as news broke 
of the former pope’s death. 

Latin Patriarch Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa planned an offi-
cial commemoration mass 
on Sunday and issued a state-
ment of mourning.

Bookended by globally 
popular and charismatic 
popes -- St. John Paul II and 
Pope Francis -- Benedict cut 
a different figure. Friends 
and biographers described 
him as quiet and scholarly, 
more at home among theo-
logical tomes than adoring 
crowds.

The German-born Bene-
dict saw himself, and the 
church, as a bulwark against 
secular trends in Western 
society, particularly what he 
called the “dictatorship of 

relativism.” He often insisted 
that Catholics maintain a 
fortress mentality, saying 
perhaps a smaller, “purer” 
church would best maintain 
Catholicism’s traditions and 
teachings.

Benedict XVI had a long 
and illustrious career as 
one of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s pre-eminent theo-
logians. But for all his accom-
plishments and accolades, 
however, Benedict will 
forever be known as the first 
pope in 600 years to resign.

Oak Forest Police Department 
makes �rearm safety kits 
available through partnership 
with Project ChildSafe 

The Oak Forest Police 
Department is providing 
free firearm safety kits to 
local residents through a 
partnership with Project 
ChildSafe, the nationwide 
firearms safety education 
program. The safety kits, 
which include a gun lock 
are available at the front 
desk of the police depart-
ment, while supplies last.

Project ChildSafe, a 
program developed by 
the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation has 
distributed more than 38 

million firearm safety kits 
throughout the country 
since 2003. The program 
receives support from the 
firearms industry, federal 
and state grants and from 
public donations.

“We encourage resi-
dents to pick up a Project 
ChildSafe safety kit so that 
they can securely store 
their firearm,” said Oak 
Forest Police Chief Jason 
Reid. “Each kit contains 
a safety curriculum and a 
cable-style gun lock. The 
locks fit on most types of 

handguns, rifles and shot-
guns. The goal is to prevent 
a child or any other unau-
thorized person from 
accessing a firearm in your 
home.”

By partnering with 
Project ChildSafe, the Oak 
Forest Police Department 
is  participating in a 
national effort to promote 
firearms safety education 
to all gun owners. Project 
ChildSafe distributes gun 
lock safety kits to all 50 
states and the five U.S. 
territories.
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Former Pope Benedict XVI dies 
age 95; was �rst pope to resign

Benedict XVI, the Pope 
Emeritus, has died in Vatican 
City at the age of 95 following 
a period of ill health.

News of his death came 
days after Pope Francis 
asked the faithful to pray 
for Benedict, saying he was 
“very sick.”

The death of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI is 
beihg marked in the holy 
city of Jerusalem and else-
where in the world.

Church bells rang out 
continuously throughout 

the labyrinthine alleys of 
Jerusalem’s old city and across 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories as news broke 
of the former pope’s death. 
Latin Patriarch Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa planned an offi-
cial commemoration mass 
on Sunday and issued a state-
ment of mourning.

Bookended by globally 
popular and charismatic 
popes -- St. John Paul II and 
Pope Francis -- Benedict cut 
a different figure. Friends 
and biographers described 
him as quiet and scholarly, 
more at home among theo-
logical tomes than adoring 
crowds.

The German-born Bene-

dict saw himself, and the 
church, as a bulwark against 
secular trends in Western 
society, particularly what he 
called the “dictatorship of 
relativism.” He often insisted 
that Catholics maintain a 
fortress mentality, saying 
perhaps a smaller, “purer” 
church would best maintain 
Catholicism’s traditions and 
teachings.

Benedict XVI had a long 
and illustrious career as 
one of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s pre-eminent theo-
logians. But for all his accom-
plishments and accolades, 
however, Benedict will 
forever be known as the first 
pope in 600 years to resign.

Rep. Newman secures 
$23,536,540 for local projects 
in �nal government funding 
package

U.S. Representative Marie Newman announced 
$23,536,540 in Community Project Funding that she previ-
ously secured for Illinois’s 3rd District in House spending 
bills has been included in the final fiscal year 2023 appropri-
ations government funding package. This funding responds 

directly to some of the most pressing needs across the southwest side and suburbs.
“I am so proud of the work we did to secure the Community Project Funding  bill that 

I know meets long overdue community needs across Illinois’s 3rd District,” Rep. Newman 
said. “I want to thank our local community partners who work so tirelessly to serve our 
communities every day. These investments will increase access to critical health care services, 
expand educational and workforce opportunities for students, and continue modernizing 
our transportation and infrastructure systems to address flooding and congestion.”

Rep. Newman championed funding for some of the projects that will directly benefit the 
residents of Illinois’s 3rd District. These projects include:

$500,000 for the Chicago Public Schools, Chicago, IL for arts education, including 
equipment and supplies; $4,000,000 for the Cook County Environmental Infrastructure; 
$250,000 for the Cultivate Collective Southwest Chicago Sustainability Hub; $500,000 
for the Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL for non-destructive testing 
training, including equipment; $1,500,000 for the Mosque Foundation Community Center 
Facility Improvement and Expansion Project; $7,000,000 for the Orland Park 143rd Street 
Widening (West Avenue to Southwest Highway); $840,000 for the Pace 95th Street Transit 
Signal Priority; $100,000 for the Pathlights Human Services, Palos Heights, IL for expanding 
access to and delivery of meals for seniors; $3,558,960 for the Roberts Road Drainage 
Improvements; $106,885 for the Saint Xavier University, Chicago, IL for facilities and equip-
ment; $500,000 for the The Bridge Teen Center, Orland Park, IL for afterschool programs 
and $95,000 for the UCAN, Chicago, IL for behavioral health and supportive services for 
youth, including equipment.

The twelve-bill government funding package will create good-paying American jobs, 
grow opportunities for the middle class and small businesses, and provide a lifeline for 
working families. Taken together, the funding for Illinois’s 3rd District and the funding 
increases for critical government programs will continue to reverse decades of disinvest-
ment and neglect in our communities.

The funding will last until the end of the fiscal year on September 30, 2023. A full list and 
summary of Rep. Newman’s projects can be found at her House website.

2023 Wood Chip Delivery List  
in Palos Park

The 2023 Wood Chip 
Delivery sign up begins on 
January 2023 only through 
voice mail messages received 
after 8:00 am. The Village 
voice mail system will answer 
multiple calls at the same 
time. The wood chip delivery 
list for the 2023 chipping 
season will be generated in 
the order your call is received.

Call (708) 671-3721 and 
leave a voice mail with the 
following information:

Name (please spell your 
name); Address; Phone # for 
PW to contact you before 
delivery and if you would like 
1 or 2 loads (1 load = 8 yards).

The phone number you 
provide is very important. 
If we are not able to reach 
you on the phone number 
provided, we will not deliver 
wood chips. If your phone 
number changes before or 
during wood chip season, 
please contact Public Works 

(708) 671-3721 to update 
your information.

Due to the high demand 
for wood chips each property 
will be limited to 2 truckloads 
(8 yards per truck load) per 
delivery. Once you receive 
your delivery of wood chips, 
you can call (708) 671-3721 
to be placed on the wood chip 
list again to receive additional 

Chicago’s boating event of the year returns to 
McCormick Place 

Cruising into the Windy City Jan. 11 to 15, the 2023 Discover® 
Boating Chicago Boat Show, in partnership with Progressive® 
Insurance, this nearly century-old tradition is returning after 
a two-year hiatus. As one of Chicago’s most iconic events and 
a Midwest boating destination, the 2023 Chicago Boat Show 
is ready to welcome boating enthusiasts of all ages and back-
grounds to discover why life is better on the water.

The Discover Boating Chicago Boat Show hosts everything needed for a fun day on the water 
– from sales on hundreds of the newest power boats and latest in boating products, to fishing 
gear, accessories and marine electronics. The event, which transforms McCormick Place into 
a boating marketplace and nautical oasis in the middle of winter, is the ideal place to explore 
and plan for your next boating adventure.   

Guests may enjoy the ultimate in summer vibes as the event takes the boat show experi-
ence to the next level with on-water thrills, celebrity chef, cocktail and mocktail demos at the 
#BoatAppetit mainstage, and interactive areas. Attendees can kick back with their crew and 
enjoy live DJ sets and wake sport demos, virtual boat rides, sandcastle sculpting, and beach 
games as they discover the best of boating, surrounded by hundreds of the hottest new boats 
on the market today. Attendees may also enter to win the Ultimate DB Experience Sweepstakes 
and shop limited edition 2023 Discover Boating Gear.

Highlights of the 2023 Discover Boating Chicago Boat Show include several opportunities 
to “test the waters” indoors, a variety of educational experiences for new boaters, and fun and 
entertainment for all ages. McCormick Place, 2301 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60616.

Wednesday, January 11: 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Thursday, January 12 and Friday, January 13: 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday, January 14: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday, January 15: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased online at ChicagoBoatShow.com; $15 for adults; children 12 years old 
and younger are free. Tickets are $10 on Wednesday, January 11 for Seniors (62 & older). On 
Thursday, January 12, tickets are $5 after 5 p.m. and guests will be treated to other $5 specials 
such as food and beverage items.

For more information, please visit www.ChicagoBoatShow.com or connect on Facebook 
and Instagram. #ChiBoatShow #DiscoverBoating
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2023 Installation of Commissioners

On December 2022 the MWRD held its annual installation of commissioner’s ceremony.
The Board welcomed three new commissioners: Yumeka Brown, Patricia Theresa Flynn 

and Daniel Pogorzelski along with returning Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos were 
formally sworn in office.

Congratulations Commissioners and thank you for your service! 

(From L to R): MWRD Commissioners Yumeka Brown, Patricia Theresa Flynn, 
Mariyana Spyropoulos and Daniel Pogorzelski

Oak Lawn Public Library 
announces January events

The Oak Lawn Public Library is pleased to announce 
ongoing and upcoming events that will take place from Jan. 
16-31, 2023. Please note that all programs are listed in the 
library’s quarterly newsletter which was delivered to Oak Lawn households.

Adult & Teen Programs: Movie showing: “Black Kklansman” (2018) Monday, Jan. 16 from 
6:15-8:30 p.m. A Black detective sets out to infiltrate the Colorado chapter of the Ku Klux 
Klan with the help of his Jewish colleague during the 1970s civil rights movement. Rated 
R, 135 minutes.

Technology programs: Online Tools for Travel Planning Thursday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m.; Getting 
Started with Spreadsheets Monday, Jan. 23 at 6 p.m.; Smartphone Tips and Tricks Wednesday, 
Jan. 25 at 2 p.m. Google Apps and the Cloud Thursday, Jan. 26 at 2 p.m.; Friends Film 
Screening: “Elvis” (2022)Wednesday, Jan. 18 from 2-5 p.m. A look at the life of the legendary 
rock and roll star, Elvis Presley. Rated PG-13, 159 minutes.; Beginner Saturdays, Jan. 19 & 
26 at 9:30 a.m. This half-hour class presents a fun review of common English vocabulary.

Book discussion groups: Mysteries in the Morning: “In the Woods” by Tana French Friday, 
Jan. 20 at 9:30 a.m. and Refreshing Reads: “Half Life” by Jillian Cantor Tuesday, Jan. 24 at 
7:30 p.m. at Avenue Flower Shop & Wine Bar, 10632 S. Cicero Ave.

Versiti Blood Drive Saturday, Jan. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: The Versiti Blood Drive 
Bus will be coming to the library. Call 1-800-7TO-GIVE or visit donate.illinois.versiti.org/
donor/auth/signing to sign up to donate. Please help us reach our goal to collect 14 dona-
tions and help supply 87 local hospitals! Be sure to eat a healthy meal and drink plenty of 
water before donating.

Sunday with Friends Concert: Clarence Good man: Chicago, city of big songs Sunday, 
Jan. 22 at 1 p.m.

Clarence Goodman presents an hour of songs about Chicago along with stories about 
the songs.

Chicagoland Sports Trivia Tuesday, Jan. 24 from 6:30-8 p.m.: Join sports fan Dave Tabel 
for a fun evening of trivia and prizes! Wear your favorite Chicago team sports jersey and 
get a free cone from Andy’s Frozen Custard. The champion walks away with a grand prize 
gift certificate to Fry the Coop.

Youth Programs: Game & Puzzle Swap (all ages, all day) Tuesday, Jan. 3 through Sunday, 
Jan. 8 Bring in a gently used game or puzzle to swap for another. You will receive a coupon for 
each item you bring in. Redeem the coupon for another game or puzzle any time before Jan. 8.

Craft-A-Palooza (all ages, all day)Tuesday, Jan. 3 through Saturday, Jan. 7. Ring in the 
New Year and join us for our Craft-A-Palooza week. Come back for a favorite or a new-to-
you craft. All while supplies last.

Donation to Evergreen Park 
Library from Beverly Ride On

Beverly Ride On Spin 
Studio rolled into Evergreen 
Park Public Library with a 
$2000 donation to Evergreen 
Park Public Library’s Stacks 
Social Club in recognition 
of the Library’s commit-
ment to serving teens and 
young adults with disabil-
ities. “We chose to fund-
raise for Stacks Social Club 
because the Evergreen Park 
Library is creating opportu-
nities for social connections 
in the community that will 

improve the quality of life for 
teens and post-high school 
young adults with autism 
and other disabilities,” said 
Beverly Ride On owner 
Jenny Moody.  This generous 
donation allows Evergreen 
Park Public Library to 
expand programming and 
library services and close 
the recreational gap expe-
rienced by teens and young 
adults with disabilities. 
“Jenny Moody and her team 
at Beverly Ride On handed 

us the opportunity to raise 
the Stacks Social Club to a 
new level of service. These 
funds are an investment in 
a full year of meaningful, 
impactful recreational 
programs,” said Young Adult 
Services Coordinator Mary 
Black. 

To learn more about 
Stacks Social Club at Ever-
green Park Public Library 
or volunteer, contact Mary 
Black at blackm@evergreen-
parklibrary.org.

Library’s New 3D Printer needs a name
Thanks to a generous 

donation to Evergreen Park 
Public Library by OSF Little 
Company of Mary and OSF 
Innovation, now you can! 
This fall, the Library unboxed 
their new Prusa i3 MK3, and 
is excited to start offering 
orientations and lessons for 
the public soon. 3D printers 
are a manufacturing tech-
nology which build 3-dimen-
sional objects by laying down 
successive layers of a plastic 
material. “The practical appli-
cations for this printer are 
endless!” said Frank Murray, 
Director of Evergreen Park 
Public Library. “We are 
excited to receive this spon-
sorship from OSF and look 
forward to offering our 
community classes to learn 
and get inspired.”

Now that the Library has 
this new technology, they 
need your help in giving 
the printer a name! Put on 
your creative thinking cap 
and head over to evergreen-
parklibrary.org or tinyurl.

com/3Dnamecontest where 
you can submit names for 
consideration.

The contest is open 
through Wednesday, 
January 11, and the winning 
name will be announced 
on Saturday, January 14 
at Evergreen Park Public 
Library when the Library 
and OSF Innovation will 
be throwing a 3D Printer 
Launch party. The public 
is invited to learn about all 
of the cool stuff 3D printers 
can create, see the Library’s 
new printer in action, and 

experience 3D printed 
heart molds provided by 
the OSF Innovation team 
on Saturday, January 14, 
1-3 p.m. The person who 
submits the winning name 
will receive a customized 
item made on the printer. 

If you would like to be 
notified of upcoming orien-
tations and classes, email 
Jenna Harte-Wisniewski 
at hartej@evergreenparkli-
brary.org. Visit the Library 
at 9400 S Troy Avenue to see 
the printer and examples of 
3D printed objects.
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Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org

Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org

The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 
www.burbankilchamber.com

Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com

Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber of Commerce 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber of Commerce 
www.villageofjustice.org

Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  
The OC Chamber of Commerce 

www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Orland Park Area Chamber  
of Commerce  

www.orlandparkchamber.org

Palos Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.palosareachamber.org

Proud member of following 2022 Chambers

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive

Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.
Hosted by the Internet Archive.

Look at the Oak Lawn Library website
at https://www.olpl.org.

License plate fees for low-income 
older drivers, persons with 
disabilities to drop in 2023

Eligible older adults and 
persons with disabilities will 
see their annual license plate 
renewal fee reduced by more 
than half in the new year, 
the Illinois Department on 
Aging (IDoA) announced 
Wednesday. Under Public 
Act 102-0807, which takes 
effect Jan. 1, drivers who 
qualify for IDoA’s Benefit 
Access Program will pay 
only $10 for their license 
plate stickers, a decrease 
from $24 currently.

“During this time of 
high inf lation, many 
older adults are finding 
it increasingly difficult to 
cover everyday expenses,” 
said Illinois Department 
on Aging Director Paula 
Basta. “This income-based 
discount on license plate 
renewals is welcome news 
for older drivers, helping 
them save money and keep 
their vehicle registration 
current.”

“The lower annual license 
plate renewal fee for quali-
fying seniors will help them 

keep more of their hard-
earned money in their bank 
accounts to spend on other 
things, such as prescrip-
tion medicine,” said Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse 
White. “I applaud the Illinois 
General Assembly for this 
new law, and especially the 
sponsors, State Rep. Cyril 
Nichols (D-Burbank) and 
State Sen. Meg Loughran 
Cappel (D-Plainfield).”

The Department on Ag-
ing’s Benefit Access Pro-
gram determines eligibility 
for a license plate discount 
from the Secretary of State’s 
office and free transit on 
fixed route systems in 
Illinois. To qualify, residents 
must be at least 65 years of 
age or 16 years of age and 
disabled, as well as meet 
income requirements. For 
a household containing one 
person, the annual income 
cap is $33,562.

To apply for the Benefit 
Access Program online, 
please visit https://ilaging.
illinois.gov/benefitsac-

cess.html. For assistance 
with the online applica-
tion, older adults can call 
IDoA’s Senior HelpLine at 
1-800-252-8966.

Those with specific ques-
tions about the price reduc-
tion, or about their vehi-
cle’s registration status, are 
encouraged to contact the 
Illinois Secretary of State’s 
office at 800-252-8980.

IDoA serves and advo-
cates for older Illinoisans 
and their caregivers by 
administering quality and 
culturally appropriate 
programs that promote 
partnerships and encourage 
independence, dignity, and 
quality of life. For informa-
tion about the Department’s 
programs and services for 
older adults and persons 
with disabilities, visit

https://www2.illinois.
gov/aging/programs or 
contact the Senior Help
Line toll-free at 1-800-252-
8966, Monday through 
Friday between 8:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m.

From the Desk of the President 
Kari K. Steele

As a chemist and environmentalist, the ability to work 
on behalf of all Cook County residents to resolve flooding 
issues, achieve clean water and develop and maintain a 
green environment is an honor and a privilege.  

Our mission at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago (MWRD or “The District”) is 
to protect the health and safety of the public in its service area, protect the quality of the 
water supply source (Lake Michigan), improve the quality of water in watercourses in its 
service area, protect businesses and homes from flood damages, and manage water as a 
vital resource for its service area. The District’s service area is 883.5 square miles of Cook 
County, Illinois. The District is committed to achieving the highest standards of excel-
lence in fulfilling its mission.

If you have questions about our services, contact my office at 312-751-5694, visit our 
website at MWRD.org or send me an email at kari.steele@mwrd.org.

Wishing you Peace, Love and Clean Water.
Kari K. Steele, President, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 

Palos Park Police Foundation
Donations to the Palos 

Park Police Foundation, 
100% goes to PPPD.

PPPF License Plates 
Holders are available at 
PPPD with any donation.

The Palos Park Police 
Foundat ion is  dedi-
cated to preventing crime, 
saving lives, and making 
our community a better 
and safer place to live and 
work, by assisting the Police 
Department with resources 
not available from the 
Village. The Foundation is 
the major source of private 
support for the PPPD.

The Foundation was 
formed in 2010 to help fund 
urgently needed programs 
and equipment for the Palos 
Park Police Department.  

The Police Foundation 
is a vital resource for the 
people of our commu-
nity to work in a collab-
orative partnership. It is 
businesses and individuals 
working with police offi-
cers to enrich and support 
our community, making it 

a better place for all. Police 
departments nationwide are 
juggling budget cuts and the 
reality is that cuts can have 
an impact on our opera-
tional abilities. The need for 
the Police Foundation as a 
source of private financial 
support for the PPPD has 

never been greater. Their 
work serves as an integral 
partner in the successes of 
the Department.

Moraine Valley Board of Trustees seeks 
applications for vacancies

The Moraine Valley Community College Board of Trustees seeks qualified candidates 
to fill two vacancies on the board until April 2025. The vacancies were created by the 
resignations of Bernadette Barrett, who resigned Dec. 4, 2022, and Kimberly Hastings 
Cristelli, who resigned Dec. 16, 2022.

Applicants must be 18 years of age or older, a U.S. citizen and a resident of the college 
district for at least one year. Trustees serve without pay.

Interested residents should submit a cover letter stating their qualifications and reasons 
for serving on the board, and a resume. The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, 
Jan. 6, 2023. The Board of Trustees will review all applications in confidence after Jan. 
6, 2023. Applicants selected for interviews will meet with the Board of Trustees on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, at 6 p.m. in the board room located in Building D, Room D219.

Applicants may submit their materials by email to president@morainevalley.edu or by 
mail to: Moraine Valley Community College, President’s Office, 9000 W. College Parkway, 
Palos Hills, IL 60465-0937.

The enchantment of ZooLights 
continues into January

Although the holiday season 
comes to a close as the year 
ends, ZooLights Presented by 
ComEd and Invesco QQQ will 
continue to shine brightly for 
a few more days. We’re taking 
the fun into 2023, and you’re 
invited to join us! Enjoy the 
beauty and brilliance of 2.5 
million lights, hundreds of 
illuminated displays, and more 
seasonal excitement through 
Sunday, January 8. 

Enjoy a brisk walk through 

the zoo, warm up as you view 
the indoor animal exhibits, 
take pictures at some of the fun 
photo ops, and get seasonal 
treats at pop-up bar Snowy’s 
Spirits & S’more. Tickets cost 
$5 Tuesdays–Sundays and 
Mondays are free. Everyone 
requires a ticket to enter. 

Lincoln Park Zoo, 2001 
North Clark,  Chicago, 
Illinois. Call for tickets, Email 
events@lpzoo.org or call 
312-742-2000.



Twice-Baked California Sweetpotatoes
(NAPSI)—Trying to incorporate more healthy foods into 

your cooking repertoire? Think California Sweetpotatoes. 
Nutritious and delicious, California Sweetpotatoes are filled 
with plenty of vitamins and minerals, loaded with fiber and 
are heart healthy to boot. 

There are endless ways, classic and creative, to enjoy 
California Sweetpotatoes. Take these Twice-Baked 
Sweetpotatoes, for example. They make an excellent side 
or even main dish—hello Meatless Monday—and, since 
California Sweetpotatoes are available year-round, you can 
switch things up with seasonal ingredients.

If you like getting creative in the kitchen, you’ll love using California Sweetpotatoes as 
a canvas for just about anything—savory and sweet. 

Twice-Baked California Sweetpotatoes, Serves 4: 4 yellow/white-fleshed sweetpotatoes, 
about 12 oz each; 1/3 c sour cream; 3 T butter, room temperature, plus 1 T melted butter; 
½ c shredded Jack or mozzarella cheese; ¼ c chopped fresh chives, divided; Salt and pepper 
to taste; 1 large egg, lightly beaten and ¼ t paprika.

Preheat oven to 400°F. Pierce sweetpotatoes with a fork, arrange on a rimmed baking 
sheet and bake until tender, about 1 hour (see note). Set aside until cool enough to handle, 
about 10 minutes. Cut ⅓ off top of each sweetpotato. Scoop flesh (including from tops) 
into a large bowl, leaving about ¼-in on skins. Add sour cream and room temperature 
butter and mash. Stir in cheese, 3/4 of chives and salt and pepper to taste. Stir in egg. 

Fill sweetpotato shells with 
sweetpotato mixture, using 
a spoon or spatula to leave a 
textured surface. Brush with 
melted butter and sprinkle 
with paprika. Return to 
baking sheet and bake until 
browned on top, 20 to 25 
minutes. Sprinkle with 
remaining chives and serve.

Note: If you love baked 
sweetpotatoes but not how 
long they take to make, try 
this trick: microwave them 
on high for four minutes, 
then bake at 400°F until 
tender, 10 to 20 minutes. 
Or omit the oven altogether 
and simply microwave 
your sweetpotatoes until 
tender, six to eight minutes 
depending on their size.

For more recipes and 
information, visit www.
casweetpotatoes.com.

Nutritious and delicious, there 
are endless ways to enjoy 
California Sweetpotatoes.
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9701 S. Kedzie, Evergreen Park, IL
708-422-9513

americanlegion854@yahoo.com

QUEEN OF HEARTS
Every Wednesday Drawing at 7pm

Bar | Gaming Machines

SUPER BOWL
POT LUCK

Sunday, Februrary 12th, 2023
5pm till Close * Cash Bar * No Fee

Evergreen Park
American Legion

HALLFORRENT

10717 S. Ridgeland Ave., Chicago Ridge
708-636-3437

www.jackandpats.com
We carry a Full Line of: Imported Irish Grocery's,

Homemade Soda Bread, John Diamond &
Winston's Irish Sausage and some puddings

HAPPY

NEW YEAR

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

Sunday 9am-3pm

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Happy New Years!
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

DINING ROOM

NOW OPEN!
Open for Dine In & Carry Out

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook

More information is available in the
Canteen during normal business hours

Canteen Hours Noon to Close Daily
Public Welcome for 2023

Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance
Saturday, February 11th

5pm Cocktails & 6pm Dinner • $25 Per Ticket - 150 Available - Cash Only
Great Meal-Cash Bar-Big-Dance Floor!

Super Bowl Party at the “V”
Sunday, February 12th

$30 per person 150 Tickets Available  
Catered Meal/Open Bar 4:30 to the End of the Game
This Year is a private Event Entry to Ticket Holders Only 

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

A Sweet and Savory Side

(NAPS)—Here’s a deli-
cious twist on an old fav-
orite: creamy, cheesy, scal-
loped sweet potatoes, an 
easy-to-make casserole 
that will wow everyone at 
the table. High in fiber and 
loaded with vitamins and 
minerals, California sweet 
potatoes add just a hint of 
sweetness to this rich and 
savory dish. Serve it next 

to your Easter ham, your 
Thanksgiving turkey or 
with a store-bought roasted 
chicken on a regular 
old Wednesday night. 
Deliciously indulgent, it’ll 
be your new favorite side 
dish.

Creamy, cheesy, scal-
loped sweet potatoes serves 
8 to 10.

1½ pounds each orange-
fleshed and yellow/white-
fleshed sweet potatoes, 
peeled and cut into ¼-inch-
thick slices, divided; 2 cups 
shredded Gruyère cheese, 
divided; 2½ cups heavy 
cream; 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh thyme; 
1½ teaspoons each salt 
and pepper; 1 teaspoon 
dry mustard; ½ teaspoon 
ground nutmeg; and ¼ 
teaspoon each garlic and 
onion powder.

Preheat oven to 400° F. 
Oil 9-by-13-inch baking 
pan or 2½ to 3-quart casse-
role dish. Layer half of 
sweet potatoes in dish, 
mixing colors. Sprinkle 
with half of cheese. Add 
remaining sweet pota-
toes and set aside. In small 
saucepan over medium-
high heat, combine cream 
with herbs and spices. 
Cook until bubbles appear 
at edges of saucepan. Pour 
cream mixture over sweet 
potatoes. Sprinkle with 
remaining cheese, cover 
loosely and bake until 
almost tender, about 45 
minutes. Uncover and 
continue baking until 
tender, about 15 minutes.

Learn More: for more 
recipes, nutritional info and 
tips, go to www.casweetpo-
tatoes.com.

Any meal will be better 
with these creamy, cheesy, 
scalloped sweet potatoes.

Employees 
again donate a 
record amount 
to the Moraine Valley Foundation

Moraine Valley Com unity College faculty and staff have donated a record amount 
of money to the Moraine Valley Foundation for the third consecutive year. During this 

year’s Employee Giving 
Campaign, they contributed 
$90,500 to help support 
student scholarships, 
student emergency funds 
and special college projects. 

More than 620 employees 
made contributions, with 
96% of full-time faculty 
members donating. This 
year’s campaign, entitled 
“Unstoppable,” raised the 
largest amount of money 
since the campaign began 
over 10 years ago.

“We are thrilled such a 
high number of employees 
donated to the campaign. 
Having 96% of our full-time 
faculty contribute is truly a 
testament to their dedica-
tion to their students,” said 
Kristy McGreal, executive 
director of the Moraine 
Valley Foundation. “It 
is rare to see this level 
of participation in an 
employee giving campaign, 
and it is inspiring to see the 
staff and faculty increase 
their contributions each 
year to support the work 
we do in the Foundation.”

For information on 
donating to the Moraine 
Valley Foundation, contact 
McGreal at mcgrealc2@
morainevalley.edu.



The Complete 
Maus, Art 
Spiegelman

by Lorraine Schmall
The Complete Maus is a 

banned book, and has been 
on verboten lists for more 
than two decades. The first 
nationwide book ban was 
laid against Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, second in popu-
larity only to the Bible, 
whose depiction of the 
enslaved Tom may have 
been spurious, but whose 
unabashed description of 
slavery as evil, murderous 
and soul-crushing dis-
turbed too many people to 
leave it alone. 

This January, the Mc-
Cann County, Tennes-
see school board put the 
kibosh on Maus “because 
of its unnecessary use of 
profanity and nudity and 
its depiction of violence 
a n d  s u i c i d e .”  Mau s 
portrayed “people being 
hanged, and children 
being killed.” How else 
would the Holocaust look, 
one wonders? But also, 
in January, the Chicago 
Public Library picked 
Maus for its 2022 city-
wide program, One Book, 
One Chicago, encouraging 
broad reading and discus-
sion of a text that, like most 
banned books, is deeply 
disturbing. Spiegelman 
won a Pulitzer Prize for 
Maus, surprising for two 
reasons: it’s a 300-page 

comic book, and it’s an 
inside story about the 
extermination of 6 million 
Jewish children, women 
and men. 

T he  aut hor  d r aw s 
himself onto the pages of 
the book, interviewing his 
father, Vladek, about his 
experiences as a Polish Jew 
and a Holocaust survivor. 
Spiegelman claims he did 
not set out to describe 
the “indescribable” truth 
of ethnic cleansing; he 
just wanted an answer: 
“How did I get to be 
born when both of my 
parents were supposed to 
be dead?” Father and son 
are estranged; Spiegelman 
says they did not suffer a 
generation gap, but rather 
a generation chasm. 

The author confesses, “I 
feel so inadequate trying to 
reconstruct a reality that 
was worse than my darkest 
dreams.” Some of what he 
learned of his father was 
disheartening. Vladek 
was always a hustler and 
a skinflint. His skepti-
cism and his street smarts, 

maybe his amorality, kept 
him alive. Vladek tells his 
son: “If you want to live, 
it’s good to be friendly.” 
But friendships were trans-
actional: “Friends? If you 
lock them together in a 
room with no food for a 
week…Then you could see 
what it is, friends!” 

Despite having a deeply 
rel ig ious upbringing, 
Vladek said of Auschwitz: 
“But here God didn’t come. 
We were all on our own.” 
He takes no credit for being 
alive: “It wasn’t the best 
people who survived, nor 
did the best ones die. It was 
random!” Maus, German 
for mouse, was the most 
common of the unflat-
tering surnames imposed 

on Jews by government 
officials in 18th and 19th 
century Europe. The NYT 
calls Spiegelman’s Maus “an 
epic story in tiny pictures” 
of Jews as mice, Germans 
as cats and Poles as pigs.

Spiegelman told an audi-
ence last month at the 
Chicago Public Library 
that he used simple black-
and-white hatched animal 
drawings “so the drama 
would be in our heads, not 
on the page.” It certainly 
was in mine. As was the 
fear. And the anger. And 
the sadness. And the guilt, 
as Vladek concludes: 
“Maybe everyone has 
to feel guilty. Everyone! 
Forever!” Read it and 
weep, before its year ends.
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PetsPetsPetsPetsPetsPetsPetsPetsPetsPets
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Check out our website at www.vvnew.com

ALZHEIMER’S
& DEMENTIA

CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP

A FREE MONTHLY EVENT

Build A Support System with 
People Who Understand
This regularly scheduled gatherings 
is for anyone who cares for a person 
with Alzheimer’s or another form of 
dementia. Come exchange practical 
information on caregiving challenges 
and solutions. Share feelings and 
concerns and talk through issues to 
find coping strategies.

PLEASE RSVP
Call or email:
Shannon Dahlman
708.304.8443
sdahlman@anthemmemorycare.com

Thursday,
January 14, 2023

6:00-7:00 pm

AT GRACE POINT PLACE
5701 W. 101st Street,
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

1376 Joliet Rd., Romeoville

Make plans to join Sweet Reminder
for a delicious lunch or dinner and a
delightfully entertaining show, at  

Reservation price $50 each (or $47 for parties of 15 or more)
INCLUDES ENTIRE EVENT: Delicious 4-piece famous White Fence Farm chicken dinner 
with all the �xin’s, tax, gratuity and the fun show! Lunch served at 11:30 and show to 

follow. Dinner served 5:15 and show to follow.
Must Call To Reserve Seating: 630-375-9717

www.sweetreminder.net

NIFTY 50’S & 60’S!
October 12th, Lunch 11:30

Fun with jukebox gems of the 50’s & 60’s!

POP GO-GO THE 60’S!
May 4th, Lunch 11:30 ~ May 5th, Dinner 5:15

The name says it all! We’re delivering the pop tunes
of the 60’s in go-go boot style!

OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN TRIBUTE
March 31st, Lunch 11:30 ~ July 28th, Dinner 5:15
From her early hits to her “Sandy” tunes from Grease and beyond, 

this is quite the entertaining musical tribute for any
“Hopelessly Devoted” Olivia Newton-John fan!

May 4

Valentine’s Day-Super Bowl 
Weekend at VFW Post 2791

The weekend of February 11th & 12th will be a busy one 
at VFW Post 2791 Starting with our 7th Annual Valentines 
Day Dinner Dance on Saturday the 11th doors will open 
at 4:30 Cocktail Hour starts at 5pm followed by dinner at 
6pm and dancing afterwards. Tickets are $25 ea. (Cash 
Only) and there are only 150 available. You can reserve a 
table in your name by purchasing 8 tickets. There will be 
a great meal provided by Little Joe’s Catering plus Bakery 
& Coffee is included. All other refreshments and cocktails 
can be purchased at our cash bar.

On Sunday the 12th will be our Annual Super Bowl 
Party which this year will be closed to the public and will 
be a private event. A purchased ticket will be required for 
entry. The cost of the ticket will be $30 which will include 
a full catered meal and open bar from 4:30 till the end of 
the game. The deadline to purchase your tickets will be 
February 5th. The VFW is located at 17147 So. Oak Park 
Ave. Tinley Park and is open from noon to closed 7 days a 
week. Call for info at 708-532-2333. 

Palos Township 
Committeeman Robert 

Maloney attended a 
luncheon at Flossmoor 
Station Restaurant with 

Tammy Duckworth.
Who is a retired Army 

National Guard 
Lieutenant Colonel 

serving as United States 
Senator from Illinois.



Goodman’s 
Owen Theatre 
presents “the 
ripple the wave 
that carried me 
home”

January 13 through 
February 12, 2023 in the 
Goodman’s Owen Theatre 
presents “the ripple the 
wave that carried me home”. 
By Christina Anderson, 
Directed by Jackson Gay.

Janice’s parents are promi-
nent activists fighting for the 
integration of public swim-
ming pools in 1960s Kansas. 
As injustice penetrates the 

warm bubble of her child-
hood, Janice grows apart 
from her family and starts 
a new life far away. When 
she receives a call asking 
her to speak at a ceremony 
honoring her father, she 
must decide whether she’s 
ready to reckon with her 
political inheritance, and a 
past she has tried to forget.

For tickets and infor-

mation Goodman Thea-
tre Official Site of the Tony 
Award® winning Good-
man Theatre Tickets, 
Performance Calendar and 
Information.  

Contact the box office at 
312.443.3800 (12 noon to 5 
pm, daily).

Goodman Theatre is at 
170 North Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, IL 60601.

Mercury Theater Chicago opens 
2023 Season with Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill

Mercury Theater Artistic Director Christopher Chase 
Carter, Managing Director Kristi J. Martens and Executive 
Producers L. Walter Stearns and Eugene Dizon announce 
the first production of the 2023 Season, Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill, directed by Christopher Chase 
Carter and Alexis J. Roston, written by Lanie Robertson, 
and starring Alexis J. Roston as Billie Holiday and Nygel 
D. Robinson as Jimmy. Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and 
Grill runs January 27 to March 26, 2023 in the intimate 
Venus Cabaret Theater at Mercury Theater Chicago, 3745 
N. Southport Avenue. 

Turn back the clock to 1959 for an intimate cabaret performance with the greatest jazz 
vocalist of all time, Billie Holiday. More than a dozen musical numbers are interlaced 
with salty, often humorous reminiscences revealing a portrait of the lady and her music. 
With a distinctive sense of musical structure and a deep knowledge of jazz and blues, she 
developed a singing style that was deeply moving. She left behind a body of work as great 
as any vocalist before or since.

Tickets for Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill, priced $60-$70 for single tickets and 
$259-$299 for premium tables, are on sale now at the box office, 3745 N. Southport Avenue 
in Chicago, www.mercurytheaterchicago.com. Premium Tables for up are available and 
include a bottle of sparkling wine, selected by the in-house sommelier. Each party of up 
to 4 people is seated at its own table.
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Alexis J. Roston as 
Billie Holiday ©Klose2u 

Photography LLC

The Factotum 
at the Harris 
Theater

Experience Lyric Opera 
of Chicago’s world premiere 
of The Factotum, conceived 
by Will Liverman and DJ 
King Rico, February 3 - 12, 
2023 at the Harris Theater 
is at 205 West Randolph 
Street, Chicago.

The Factotum riffs on 
The Barber of Seville and is centered on the lives of the owners of a Black barbershop on 
Chicago’s South Side. Liverman and Rico’s genre-bending score remixes classical singing 
with gospel, funk, rap, hip-hop, classic barbershop quartet, and R&B to create a soul opera 
unlike any other.

The Factotum is the first of two world premieres in Lyric’s 2022/23 Season. You are 
invited to experience Liverman and Rico’s vision for a new kind of opera in the city that 
inspired its creation, and which it celebrates.

For tickets visit https://www.lyricopera.org/shows/upcoming/2022-23/the-factotum.

The Auditorium Theatre presents Step Afrika!

Step Afrika! the world’s 
first professional dance 
company dedicated to the 
dance tradition of step-
ping, makes its Auditorium 
Theatre debut on Saturday, 
January 14, at 7:30pm. 
Blending stepping with 
t radit iona l  S outhern 
African dances and an 
array of contemporary 

dance and art forms, Step 
Afrika! presents a cohesive, 
and compelling artistic 
experience complete with 
songs, storytelling, humor, 
and audience participation.

The program concludes 
with a piece titled Chicago, 
a percussive symphony 
using body percussion 
and up to 5 complex poly-

rhythms performed simul-
taneously to narrate a 
percussive dance “story.” 
Inspired by a summer 
spent in the Windy City.

The Auditorium Theatre 
is located at 50 E. Ida B. 
Wells Drive, Chicago.

Tickets are $30 to $60, 
to purchase Step Afrika! 
Auditorium Theatre .

The Auditorium Thea-
tre 2022-23 Season is 
made possible in part 
with support from the 
John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation 
and the Il linois Arts 
Council  Agency. The 
Auditorium’s official hotel 
partner is the Palmer 
House Hilton.

For current health safety 
information, please visit 
AuditoriumTheatre.org/
visit/safety.

Photo by Jati Lindsey Porchlight Music Theatre announces Chicago 
Sings Broadway Pop at House of Blues Chicago

Porchlight Music Theatre 
is proud to announce 
Chicago Sings Broadway 
Pop, its annual fundraising 
concert, Monday, March 27, 
2023 at the House of Blues 
Chicago, 329 N Dearborn 
St, directed by Porchlight’s 
Artistic Director Michael 
Weber+. This concert 
includes live performances 

by Chicago music theatre’s 
best loved artists, the presen-
tation of the 2023 Guy 
Adkins Award for Excellence 
in the Advancement of Music 
Theatre in Chicago and more. 
Chicago Sings Broadway 
Pop offers attendees two 
ways for patrons to partic-
ipate in this unforgettable 
night: the “One Night Only” 

Experience, which includes 
seating on the main floor or 
in the boxes of the House of 
Blues and access to the VIP 
cocktail hour before the 
performance and the “Oh, 
What a Night” Experience, 
hosted by the Porchlight 
Young Professionals, which 
includes seating in the balco-
nies of the venue. Tickets and 
sponsorships will be avail-
able for beginning Tuesday, 
Jan. 17, 2023 at 12 p.m. CST 
at PorchlightMusicTheatre.
org. 

In 2023, Chicago Sings 
Broadway Pop celebrates 
these Broadway musicals 
with an eclectic night of 
songs from such shows as 
Chess, Dreamgirls, Jersey 
Boys, Mamma Mia!, 9 to 5 
and others. 

(L to R) Mackenzie Maples, Eilish Morse-O’Rourke and Claire 
McConnell in the Color and Light Lounge at Chicago Sings 
Stephen Sondheim presented by Porchlight Music Theatre, 

May 23 at the Museum of Contemporary Art.Black Ensemble Theater announces the 2023 
Season of Excellence: Rejuvenation

The Season will begin with a tribute to one of the most successful groups in the history of 
music, the recipients of 7 Grammy Awards—Earth Wind and Fire. The second play of the 
season, The Real Housewives of Motown will give us an intimate look of the lives behind 
the historical Motown Sound and deliver some of that powerful Motown music. Chaka 
Khan, Chaka Khan – the name is so musically powerful that you have to say it twice and 
her story demonstrates the strength and tenacity that it takes to reach the top. 

Tickets at www.blackensemble.org, (773) 769-4451 or at  Black Ensemble Theater Box 
Office, 4450 N. Clark Street in Chicago. The performances are on Fridays at 7:00 p.m., 
Saturdays at 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. and Sundays at 3:00 p.m.  Regular tickets are $55.00.
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This Could be  
your AD

Rates starting at $25. 
Call Linda at  
708-425-1910

CONSTRUCTION

Mike Stekala Construction
ROOFING INSPECTIONS

Roo�ng License #104.16667
Free Estimates - Insured

773-879-8458
www.mstekalaconstruction.com

Roo�ng - Shingles - Flat Roofs - Sof�t - Fascia
Seamless Gutters - Clean Gutters - Siding - Tuckpointing

 Chimney Repair - Plumbing Service - Electric Service
Windows - Painting - Trim and Cut Down Trees

Junk Removal from Houses, Garages, etc.
Dormer and Additions - Also Taking Small Jobs

FUNERAL

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

(708) 499-3223
www.kosaryfuneralhome.com

Serving Your Family With Traditional
And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

Kosary Funeral Home

REALTOR

7224 W. College Dr., Palos Heights
708-752-5397

facebook.com/chaletmarketplace

THIS NEW YEAR, LET’S CELEBRATE
THE MOMENT, SIMPLIFY THE DAY!

Sassy Girl Chalet
Marketplace’s

Sunday, January 22nd ❄ 1-3pm

Be alert Palos Park for ruse 
burglaries

Primary targets are 
elderly owners of single-
family or townhomes. Past 
scams have included: Telling 
residents, a fence on a 
neighbor’s property is being 
installed and they need to 
verify property lines; saying 
there’s a problem with the 
neighbor’s water and now 
their water needs to be 
checked; posing as a worker 
in the area and requesting a 
bucket of water; offering to 
perform landscaping such as 
cutting down trees; posing 
as a Village of Glenview 

employee or employee of 
a utility company; saying a 
water or electricity problem 
needs to be checked; or 
telling residents, a family 
member asked them to 
come by to do work.

We would like to remind 
residents to be suspicious of 
strangers that arrive unin-
vited to your property. Ask 
for identification and a 
phone number that can be 
called for verification. Most 
importantly, never hesi-
tate to contact the Police 
department.

FREE
MARKET ANALYSIS
What is your HOME

worth in today’s market?

Linda Dabbs-Grif�n
RE/MAX “Hall of Fame”

708.912.0081
35+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

ZUMBA & YOGA CLASSES

9815 S. Campbell Ave.
Evergreen Park

For more information,
visit us on Facebook

or call
312-771-4670

Zumba Classes
Saturday Mornings at 8am 

Yoga Classes
Wednesday Mornings at 8am

Other Classes
Ball Training, Fitness,

Weights and more
Walk-in Classes $10

Monthly, Unlimited $65
10 Classes $80

(expires in 2 months)

‘Above and beyond’ �ts as 
Leon’s season mantra

Written by Brian Fran-
gella, OLCHS Staff Writer

It’s one thing to be the 
fastest runner for the Oak 
Lawn Community High 
School boy’s cross country 
team. It’s another thing 
to be the inspirational 
leader of the Spartans. 
Andrew Leon has been 
both for head coach Marty 
Chappetto this season.

“Andrew has been the 
top runner for the cross-

country team all season,” 
Chappetto said. “He has 
taken the initiative as 
a young captain to be a 
student of the sport. He 
can contribute outside of 
just his skills as a runner. 
He goes a above and 
beyond what his coaches 
tell him to do. He is always 
motivating the team to 
take a step to the next level 
with him.”

Oak 
Lawn 
cheerleading 
squad 
advances 
to ICCA 
Championship

Written by Brian Fran-
gella, OLCHS Staff Writer

The Oak Lawn Com-
munity High School cheer-
leaders recently competed 
at Marian Catholic, and 
the Spartans came out with 
spirits soaring. The varsity 
squad earned second place, 
and the junior varsity squad 
took third. Both teams 
qualified for the Illinois 
Cheerleading Coaches 
Association Championships 
coming up on Jan. 21 and 22 
in Springfield, Ill.

“Both of the squads hit 
that mat giving everything 
they had,” said head coach 
Maria Vanderwarren. “They 
were determined, that is for 
sure, and it paid off. They 
had the crowd on their feet, 
and they were very ener-
gizing. Both performances 
were outstanding, and I am 
proud and honored to coach 
such great athletes.”

Oak Lawn Varsity Cheerleading Squad

Oak Lawn Junior Varsity Cheerleading Squad

Sign up for Smart911 today!
The City of Blue Island is pleased to announce imple-

mentation of its 911 RAVE high-speed notification system. 
The RAVE system provides the ability to quickly deliver 
messages to targeted areas or the entire City within minutes. 
A recorded message is delivered describing the critical situ-
ations from evacuations to missing child alerts.

The RAVE notification system has the capability of 
providing emergency information to landlines or cell 
phones via text messages and e-mail messages to those resi-
dents that may or may not be home at the time of an emer-
gency. All businesses should register, as well as all residents 
who have unlisted phone numbers or have changed their 
phone number or address within the past year, and those 
who use a cellular phone or VoIP phone as their primary 
number. Once you’ve signed up, you decide if you want to 
receive emergency, non-emergency or weather-related noti-
fications. First responders will be aware of important infor-
mation you have provided that will help them address your 
emergency. Please sign up today at Smart911.com.
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Disclaimer: 
Village View 

Publications, Inc. 
is not responsible, 

and takes no 
responsibility for, 

any unlawful action 
of our advertisers. 

Nor does it take any 
responsibility for 
unlawful harm to 

advertisers potential 
customers.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Roo�ng &

Home Repair
Workers Needed
773-503-8904

Masonry

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid
Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Plumbing

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

SLOT MACHINES
JUKE BOXES

ANY OLD COIN
OPERATED MACHINE
PINBALL MACHINES

Wanted

Will Pay for
Unwanted 

Books, Vinyl Records,
CD's and DVD's

Please call Mario

773-343-5024

Home for Sale

Summer Home for Sale

Quarter of an Acre with house on Corner Lot. Strictly 
Summer Home with purchase As Is. Located two 
hours from Downtown Chicago in Sumner Township, 
WI near Ft. Atkinson or Edgerton, WI accessible to 
Lake Koshkanong. 

Call 773-680-1209 or 708-425-1910

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Painting

Flooring

Klis Flooring, Inc.
New hardwood floors

installation, sanding and
refinishing. LVT and

laminate floor installation.
Insured

Call 773-671-4996

Time Share for Rent

VACATION TIME
SHARE CONDO

For more information, call

708-359-4474

Available 1-2 weeks • Location Limited
Starting at $4,500 per week + all fees

Massage

Cranial Sacral Therapy Deep
Deep Tissue Massage

Hot Stone Therapy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage

Pre Natal Massage, Reflexology
Swedish Massage

11416 S. Harlem Ave, Worth, IL

708-923-0462
www.southwesttherapuetic.com

OFFERING RELIEF FROM CHRONIC
MUSCLE PAINS AND INJURIES

SOUTHWEST
THERAPEUTIC

MASSAGE

Wanted

Attorney at Law

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

Make and keep 
that resolution!

Review or 
prepare your 

Legal Documents 
so that they say 

all you really 
want them to say!

FREE 
Consultations 

in Home or Of�ce 
Loop or Suburbs

Call Attorney 
Mike Maslanka
(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Attorney Over 38 Years
Graduate of Brother 
Rice And St. Xavier

Professional Licensed 
and Insured

Bedding
Factory Discount
Clearance Center

EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000
Free Layaway

Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895

3844 W. 147th Street,
Midlothian, IL

708-371-3737
factorybeddingfurniture.com

Like us on Facebook

Obituary
Edward “Uppy” Kahmark 

age 79; loving father of 
Jeffery Kahmark; dear son 
of the late Edmund and the 
late Rose Kahmark; fond 
brother of the late Rose 
Mancuso; proud uncle of Vince Mancuso, Nick Mancuso, 
and Lisa Craig; cherished friend of John and Laura Karlow; 
also survived by other relatives and many friends. Uppy was 
raised in the Brighton Park neighborhood of Chicago. He 
attended Shields Grammar School, and Kelly High School. 
He owned and ran a successful trucking business, Shippers 
Choice.  Uppy’s interests included high speed motorcycle 
and snow mobile racing. He had a one-track mind and that 
track had to be the fastest. Uppy was a generous and caring 
person who was always there for family and friends. We will 
miss you Eddie, bless you on your new journey. Funeral 
was at Kosary Funeral Home 9837 S. Kedzie, Evergreen 
Park. Information 708-499-3223 or www.KosaryFuneral
Home.com.

“You Are Not Alone”
Did you know more 

than one in three elderly 
Americans describe them-
selves as lonely, and the 
holidays can be especially 
isolating for them?

The Palos Park Police 
Department wants to 
remind residents about 
the “You Are Not Alone” 
program which assists Palos 
Park Senior Citizens who 
may be home alone during 
the day or live alone.

The program is geared 
towards Palos Park Senior 
Citizens who are self- suffi-
cient but would welcome a 
Palos Park officer to check 

on them on a regular basis.
The premise of the “You 

Are Not Alone” program 
is for Palos Park Police 
Officers to check on senior 
residents periodically 
and make sure that they 
are not in need of imme-
diate medical care, that 
their home is secure, that 
their utilities are working, 
and that they are not being 
victimized by scams/ruses.

Any Palos Park Senior 
interested in participating 
in the program is encour-
aged to call Chief Joe Miller 
or Officer Deb Legatzke at 
708-671- 3770.
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B-Mac, Far South 
Suburban

Wednesday Special

Double Load Washes

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
facebook.com/SoapOperaLaundromats

SoapOperaLaundromats.com

$199

Soap OperaSoap OperaSoap Opera
Laundromat

*With our Wash Club
Membership Loyalty access card.

JANUARY SPECIAL
Bring in 10lbs. or more of Wash-Dry-Fold

Laundry & receive a coupon for an
additional 10lbs FREE on your next visit.

($15.00 value/20lb. minimum)

WINTER SPECIAL

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL

Open
24 hrs.
7 days

a week*

WI-Fi Access
3-52” HDTV’s
WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi WI-Fi AccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccessAccess
FREE

New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry
We will Wash/Dry/Fold

your clothes for only lb.
$150

FREE Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $1
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15

Double Load Washes

Membership Loyalty access card.

 ALL WASH IS NOW SANITIZED
KILLING ALL BACTERIA, VIRUSES AND COVID-19




