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Treasurer Maria Pappas 
launches newsletter

First issue shows low 
property tax collection 
rates harm minority south 
suburbs by curtailing 
government services and 
fueling higher tax rates.

Cook County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas recently 
released the first issue of 
a new periodic newsletter 
highlighting property tax 
issues unearthed by her 
Research Team.

The first issue of the 
“Pappas Portal” analyzes 
property tax collection 
rates for the tax year 2021 
bills that were due Dec. 30. 
The analysis found that an 
overall high collection rate 
of 96% across the county 
masks startlingly low collec-
tion rates in many predom-
inantly minority, lower-
income south suburbs.

Those low collection 
rates make it difficult and, 
in some cases, impossible to 
deliver vital services. They 
also place pressure on public 
officials to increase their tax 
levies, the amount they seek 

to collect in property taxes 
each year. When levies go 
up in the south suburbs, the 
already very high tax rates 
increase further.

The worst collection rate 
was in Ford Heights, where 
just 29.3% of the total billed 
had been collected 25 days 
after the payment deadline. 
Ford Heights for years has 
not had a police force for 
lack of adequate funding.

Collection rates were 
about 52%, or lower, in 
three other south suburbs: 
Robbins, Harvey and 
Phoenix. In Robbins, long-
time financial struggles 
contributed significantly 
to 23 water main breaks in 
2022.

Another key finding: The 
collection rate on vacant 
lots stood below 71%. There 
are wide swaths of vacant 
lands in the south suburbs 
and on the city’s South 
and West Sides, partly 
explaining why collection 
rates are low in those places.

“Many south suburbs 

are caught in a downward 
financial spiral, in no small 
part due to their low prop-
erty tax collection rates,” 
Pappas said. “Much more 
needs to be done to return 
vacant lands to productive 
use, and funding mecha-
nisms other than the prop-
erty tax should be consid-
ered to help pay for vital 
government ser vices, 
particularly education. 
Without help, the economic 
struggles of the “Southland” 
will continue to deteriorate.”

Further Pappas Portal 
issues will include analyses, 
observations and insights 
from the Research Team. To 
receive each Pappas Portal 
issue when it’s published, 
sign up Cook County 
Treasurer’s Office, Chicago, 
Illinois.

Woman & Art from Inspiration 
to Abstraction exhibit dates, 
February 18, to March 24, 2023 

As we go from celebrating Black History Month to 
Women’s History Month, McCord Gallery is pleased to 
showcase the artwork of ten local women. Through the use 
of pastels, acrylics, oils, watercolor, and thread art, each artist 
follows her passion to create a story that draws us into a time, a place or a subject that has 
uniquely inspired them. We welcome you to come and see their creative talents on display.

Mark your calendars for the reception on Friday, March 10, 6-8 p.m.
McCord Gallery, 9602 W. Creek Road, Palos Park, IL 60464. Gallery Hours: Monday to 

Friday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Saturday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday: closed, mccordgallery.
org or call 708-671-0648.

Welcome to Scandinavian 
Park, Inc. NFP in South Elgin, IL 
in 2023

Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP, which runs the beautiful 
25-acre Vasa Park, 35W217 Route 31, South Elgin, Illinois 
60177, has scheduled its events for 2023. Everyone is welcome. For more information, 
please call 847-695-6720 or visit our websites: www.vasaparkil.com and www.scandina-
viandayil.com.

2023 Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP Events: Saturday, March 11, 2023: Park Brunch/
Fundraiser at Belvedere Banquets, Elk Grove Village, IL.

Saturday, April 22, 2023: Valborg Day (Spring Clean-Up), Check Vasa Park website; 
Saturday, May 27, 2023: Paint/Rake/Dig Day - Check Vasa Park website; Saturday, June 24, 
2023: Park Represented at Geneva Swedish Days; Sunday, July 23, 2023: 1st Annual Member’s 
Picnic KUBB Tournament Noon to 6 PM; Sunday, September 10, 2023: Scandinavian Day 
Festival at Vasa Park, South Elgin, IL; Saturday, October 7, 2023: Fish Boil at Vasa Park; 
Saturday, October 21, 2023: Annual Membership Meeting 10 AM at Vasa Park and Saturday, 
November 4, 2023: Fall Clean-up Day, Check Vasa Park website.

Moraine Valley releases fall 
2022 academic achievement 
lists 

Moraine Valley Community College has released the 
students named to its President’s List, Dean’s List and Part-
time Student Scholastic Achievement List for the fall 2022 
semester. Students are organized by town on all lists.

Qualification for the President’s List is a semester grade point average of 3.75 to 4.00. Visit 
morainevalley.edu/presidentsfall2022 to view this list. 

Qualification for the Dean’s List is a semester grade point average of 3.50 to 3.749. Visit 
morainevalley.edu/deansfall2022 to view this list.

Part-time students on the Scholastic Achievement List have a cumulative grade point average 
of 3.5 or higher, 24 or more credit hours earned and at least a 3.5 grade point average for the 
semester the distinction is received. Qualified students must earn three to eight credit hours 
during the semester the distinction is received. Visit morainevalley.edu/scholasticfall2022 to 
view this list.

Snow Plowing and Salting
Midlothian Public Works 

takes pride in providing our 
residents with safe streets 
even in the most trying of 
winter conditions. It is our 
goal to be prepared and in 
front of all snow events. 
The Department has well-
trained,  experienced 
employees that understand 
the importance of Public 
Safety for both our residents 
and emergency vehicles. 
Please note the following to 
Help Us Help You!

First and foremost, pull 
your cars in your driveway. 
Our Police Dept. much 
prefers compliance over 
enforcement, but please 

understand we will enforce 
the law.  When 2” or more 
of snow is on the ground or 
expected to fall, pull your 
cars in the driveway.

From start to finish, a 
snowplow operation in 
the Village takes 6 hours to 
complete once the snow has 
stopped!  Leave your cars in 
the driveway for the duration 
of snowplow operations.  It 
is easy to see when plowing 
is completed.  Public Works 
has plowed right to the curb 
allowing you to park with no 
danger of getting stuck. 

Remove your emptied 
garbage cans as quickly as 
possible.

Its no secret salt has 
become very expensive 
and scarce from time to 
time.  In the past it has been 
our policy to salt the entire 
street. However, most often, 
especially now there may be 
situations when we only salt 
intersections, schools, hills 
etc. in an effort to conserve.

Important Information: 
Pulaski Road and 147th 
Street (Route 83) are main-
tained by Cook County 
Highway and IDOT, respec-
tively. This means all snow-
plowing, salting and pothole 
& paving operations are not 
the responsibility of the 
Village.
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Mayor Hank Kuspa welcomed the 2023 State 
Champion OFHS Varsity Cheerleaders

Recently, Mayor Hank Kuspa welcomed the 2023 STATE CHAMPION Oak Forest High 
School Varsity Cheerleaders to the City Council meeting. Earlier in the month, the team 
performed their best routine of the season at the IHSA state final competition,  earning a 
97.67 to clinch the medium division title. In total, the program has brought home 11 state 
trophies, three-time state champs in 2016, 2021, and 2023; four-time runner up in 2012, 
2019, 2020 and 2022; and four-time podium third place in 2009, 2010, 2013, and 2017.

Congratulations to Brooklyn Kincade, Aubrie Kucinski, Chloe Prim, Anna Crotty, Lillian 
Everitt, Skylar Fannin, Lexi Pepper, Janiya Brown, Sarah Jensen, Madison Brankin, Eva 
Campbell, Katherine Everitt, Jessica Gron, Colleen McMaster, Madelyn Ozminkowski, 
and Teegan Straniero, Coach Christine DiVenti, Coach Caitlin Diventi, Assistant Coach 
Denise Arenas and Assistant Brooke Eperjesi.

Tinley Village Board meeting 
highlights

The Tinley Park Village 
Board met recently at Village 
Hall for its regular meeting. 
Highlights include:

TIF Support :  The 
Board adopted a resolu-
tion urging the Illinois 
General Assembly and 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker to protect 
Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) in its present form to 
promote current and future 
business opportunities in 
the Village. TIF has been a 
crucial economic tool in the 
Village’s economic planning 
and development strategies. 

TIFs are used to address 
areas of blight, support 
development and promote 
local job creation and reten-
tion. Without this tool, 
Tinley Park may lose out on 
opportunities to bring in 
and keep businesses in the 
community.

Payroll Specialist: The 
Village Board appointed 
Joanna Janik as a Payroll 
Specialist. Joanna started 
with the Village in 2019 as a 
Finance Department intern 
and was hired full time 
in 2021 as a staff accoun-
tant. Joanna has a Bachelor 
of Science in Accounting 

degree and is expected 
to graduate in June 2023 
with a Master of Business 
Administration degree. 
Congrats, Joanna!

Business Spotlight: The 
Village Board featured 
Hearts 2 Heal Training 
Institute as part of its 
ongoing Tinley Park 
Business Spotlight series. 
Watch the presentation at 
the link below.

Watch the full meeting 
on the Village’s YouTube 
channel or on Tinley 
TV, which broadcasts on 
Comcast Channel 4 and 
U-verse Channel 99.

Village to vote on rescinding vehicle sticker 
ordinance

The Tinley Park Village Board will vote on rescinding 1965 ordinance mandating vehicle 
stickers at its Tuesday, Feb. 21 Village Board meeting.

Watch the meeting live on the Village’s YouTube Channel at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 21.

Utility invoice format changes coming in March
The Village of Mokena 

Board of Trustees recently 
approved a three-year 
contract with Infosend, 
Inc. for printing of utility 

bills. As a result, residents 
may notice minor cosmetic 
changes to upcoming Utility 
Invoices. Monthly news-
letters will continue to be 

mailed out with invoices. 
There will not be any other 
changes, adjustments, or 
disruptions to monthly 
invoicing.

Tinley Park Veterans’ banners 
available  

Friends and family can 
honor their favorite veterans 
by purchasing bricks bearing 
personalized inscriptions 
that recognize their service. 
These bricks are incorpo-
rated into the walkway at 
the General Patrick E. Rea 
Veterans Plaza and provide 
a permanent tribute.

Bricks ordered by Tuesday, 
March 1 will be installed in 
time for Memorial Day, and 
those ordered by Aug. 1 will 
be installed by Veterans Day. 

The plaza is in the south 
parking lot adjacent to the 
80th Avenue train station.

Residents can also 
purchase a veteran’s banner 
to be displayed in Veterans 
Plaza and along Timber 
Drive annually from 
Memorial Day to Veterans 
Day. These banners honor 
local veterans by featuring 
their likeness, name, branch 
of the military and years of 
service. Residents have until 
May 1 to purchase a veter-

an’s banner for current and 
past residents of Tinley 
Park who have served or 
are serving in any branch 
of the military.

Visit the Village website 
https://www.tinleypark.org/
government/commissions/
veterans_commission/ for 
more information on these 
and other programs for 
veterans.

Anthem Memory Care 
communities earn recognition 
for customer experience

Three Chicago area memory care communities were recently recognized for continued 
dedication to providing senior healthcare. Anthem Memory Care Communities Harvester 
Place in Burr Ridge, Emerald Place in Glenview and Porter Place in Tinley Park received 
the Pinnacle Quality Insight’s 2023 Customer Experience Award.

“Our teams are dedicated to providing the highest level of quality care, comfort and 
support to our residents,” said Shannon Gutierrez, national vice president of operations for 
Anthem Memory Care. “We are pleased to be recognized for all of our efforts.”

By qualifying for the Pinnacle Customer Experience Award, Harvester Place, Emerald 
Place and Porter Place satisfied the rigorous demands of scoring in the top 15% of the 
nation across a 12-month average. The company’s website is AnthemMemoryCare.com.

Crisis Center for South Suburbia’s Royal Ball Gala 
travels to England

The Crisis Center for South Suburbia, dedicated to supporting victims of domestic violence 
and their children, announced that they will be holding their annual Gala fundraiser on 
Saturday, February 25, 2023 and several award recipients will be honored at this event.

Orland Park resident Thomas McCarty will be presented with the Dianne Masters Award. 
Tom has played an important leadership role on the Crisis Center’s Board and plays an active 
role in the Strategic Planning and Technology committees. He has helped ensure immense 
growth of the emergency shelter, services and programs offered to clients over many years 
of dedicated service to the organization. 

The Crisis Center for South Suburbia’s gala – “A Royal Ball” is presented by Exelon and 
will be held on Saturday, February 25th at The Odyssey Country Club in Tinley Park.  
Individual tickets are $125 and sponsorships are still available. For more information, 
please visit RoyalBall.givesmart.com or reach out to Lisa Molloy at LMolloy@CrisisCtr.org.

If you are a victim and need help, call the free and confidential 24-hour hotline at 708-429-
SAFE or visit CrisisCtr.org.
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Hurley Responds to Governor’s 
State of the State, Urges 
Continued Support of Public 
Safety Efforts 

State Rep. Fran Hurley issued the following statement 
recently after Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s annual State of the State 
and Budget Address:

“As I begin to review the governor’s proposed spending 
plan, it’s clear to me that we must prioritize investment in 
our public safety system, our schools and essential services 
that families depend on. 

“I hear from a lot of residents who are concerned about how we’re addressing crime, 
and of whether or not we have law enforcement’s back. It’s my view that Springfield should 
always have law enforcement’s back, and I will continue to strongly advocate for increased 
investment that supports our police with the resources they deserve to safely and effec-
tively do their job.

“In recent years our state has made significant strides to be more responsible with its 
finances. Our old multi-billion-dollar bill backlog is gone, and credit ratings are improving, 
but more work remains. Let’s continue to take a balanced approach so that we can have the 
flexibility needed to support our schools even more and ensure that critical services, like 
cancer screenings, senior services and small business support, receive the attention deserved.

“Today was the start of a longer process to develop a budget, and I look forward to conver-
sations with stakeholders on both sides of the aisle on a spending plan that prioritizes the 
needs of working families.”

For more information, please contact RepFranHurley@gmail.com.

Siren Maintenance and Testing 
throughout Palos Park

Palos Park we will be 
doing siren maintenance 
upgrades and some limited 
siren testing in February. 
There should be no impact 
on emergency services / 
notification systems. We 
have redundancy built into 
the platform. There will 
be some audible testing 
after each siren has been 
serviced. The techs will 
“burp” the siren quickly. 

We feel it is also vital 
that people use current 
text alerts on their smart-
phones. We work with the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) and like the idea 
of multiple means of noti-
fying people of severe 
weather. The latest in cell-
phone technology alerts 
people to take immediate 
shelter if they’re in the path 
of a potentially dangerous 
storm. A cellphone is like 
a mini radio that gets 

signals from surrounding 
cellphone towers. When a 
tornado warning is issued 
for a particular county, 
every cellphone tower there 
would transmit a warning to 
phones in range. A phone 
that receives a warning 
message will sound an alert. 
Not just a standard ring, it 
has a different sound.

Understanding the 
Warnings: Tornado safety 
begins by listening for 
National Weather Service 
advisories. A tornado watch 
is issued when tornadoes 
are possible in your area. 
You need to be attuned to 
environmental cues: Dark, 
often greenish sky; Wall 
cloud; Large hail and loud 
roar, similar to a freight 
train

Implement your Family 
Communication Plan, and 
make sure your emergency 
kit is within reach. Remind 

all family members where 
to gather if a tornado is 
imminent.

Tornado Safety Guide-
lines: In a home or building, 
move to a pre-designated 
shelter, such as a basement; 
If an underground shelter 
is unavailable, move to an 
interior room or hallway 
on the lowest floor, and 
take cover under a sturdy 
piece of furniture; Stay away 
from windows; Get out of 
automobiles; Do not try to 
outrun a tornado in your 
car. Instead, leave it imme-
diately and mobile homes, 
even if tied down, offer little 
protection from tornadoes 
and should be abandoned.

A note from Assessor Robert E. 
Maloney

Taxpayers have an extra 
month to pay first install-
ment tax bills.

In Cook County, first 
installment property tax 
bills are ordinarily mailed 
around February 1 and are 
due on March 1.  This year, 
however, the first install-
ment bills will not be mailed 
until late February or early 
March and will have an April 
3 due date.  Taxpayers should 
note that the extension of the 
due date is a result of special 
circumstances surrounding 
last year’s tax bills and will be 
in effect for this year only.

Under state law, Cook 
County tax payments are 
supposed to be spread 
throughout the year, with 
first installment bills due on 
March 1 and second install-
ment bills due August 1. 
But computer compati-

bility problems between 
Cook County’s tax appeal 
agencies caused signifi-
cant delays in the mailing 
of last year’s second install-
ment tax bills. The result was 
that second installment tax 
bills were due December 30, 
2022, the latest-ever due date 
for such bills. 

Concerned that this 
year’s first installment bills 
would be due just sixty-one 
days after last year’s second 
installment bills, Robert E. 
Maloney, Palos Township 
Assessor and colleagues in 
the Cook County Township 
Assessors Association were 
among those who advocated 
for the extension of the first 
installment due date with the 
state legislature. “I and my 
colleagues were concerned 
that a two-month interval 
between due dates was 

too short and would cause 
financial difficulties for 
some taxpayers,” Robert E. 
Maloney said in explaining 
his support.  “We were espe-
cially concerned about prop-
erty owners whose tax bills 
increased unexpectedly after 
reassessment and taxpayers 
who do not have tax escrow 
accounts with mortgage 
companies but instead pay 
property taxes on their own.”

Contact: Palos Township 
for more information call 
708-598-4449.

The Southwest Symphony 
Orchestra announces the 2023 
Youth Concerto competition 
winner and March 5 concert

The Southwest Symphony Orchestra and its director, 
David L. Crane, are proud to announce the 2023 Southwest Symphony Orchestra Youth 
Concerto Competition winner, flutist Destina Sarussi. 

Destina is a junior at Lemont High School and has studied under Dr. Jennifer Gosack 
Darwell for three years. She has appeared on WFMT’s Introductions as principal flutist 
of the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra’s flagship ensemble and chamber orchestra. 
Most recently, Destina won first prize in the Senior Division of the 2022 Chicago Flute 
Club Competition and second prize in the 2022 National Flute Association High School 
Soloist Competition. 

Destina will be performing the first movement of the Concerto for Flute & Orchestra 
by Lowell Liebermann with the Southwest Symphony Orchestra at their March 5 concert 
Youth Concerto Competition Winner, Tchaikovsky & Shostakovich. 

The concert is located at Trinity Christian College’s Ozinga Auditorium, 6601 West 
College Drive, Palos Heights. Concert begins at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 5, 2023. Ticket 
prices are $7.00 for students, $20.00 to $25.00 for seniors, adults $25.00 to $30.00, children 
10 and under are free. Contact us for group rates for parties of 10 or more. 

Call 708-802-0686, email southwestsymphony@gmail.com  or visit us on Facebook for 
more information. 



Two Young Men from Hickory 
Hills Earn Prestigious Eagle 
Scout Awards 

Recently I had the honor 
of attending the Eagle Scout 
Award ceremony for Mike 
and Joe Szeszycki.   Mike 
and Joe grew up and still 
reside in Hickory Hills and 
after more than 10 years of 
dedicated scouting service, 
have achieved the highest 
award in scouting. 

Mike started his journey 
in Scouting with Troop 
729 where he served as 
Librarian, Assistant Patrol 
Leader, Den Chief, and 
finally Assistant Senior 
Patrol Leader for two years. 
Along the way, he earned a 
total of 45 merit badges (13 
Eagle-required merit badges 
and 32 electives), served 
in his four troop leader-
ship positions for a total of 
60 months, was an active 
member of the Order of the 
Arrow, went on four High 
Adventure trips, worked 
as a CIT at Owasippe, and 
spent many hours on service 
projects. Mike transferred to 
Troop 699 prior to begin-
ning his own Eagle project, 
which was to build benches 
for use by the athletic 
department at Stagg High 
School. He also worked at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in 
the conservation depart-
ment and will be returning 
there again this summer. 

Joe also started his 
journey with Troop 729 
and served as their Scribe, 
Quartermaster, and Patrol 
Leader. When he trans-
ferred to Troop 699, he again 
served as a Patrol Leader, 
then as an Instructor, and, 
finally, as Junior Assistant 
Scoutmaster. Along the 
way, he earned a total of 
31 merit badges which 
included 14 Eagle-required 
badges – they upped the 

Eagle requirement last 
year – and 17 electives. 
He served in his six troop 
leadership positions for a 
total of 72 months, went on 
four High Adventure trips, 
and he, too, spent count-
less hours on service proj-
ects. This included his own 
Eagle project in which he 
oversaw the updating of 
the landscaping in front 
of the Moraine Court 
Assisted Living Facility in 
Bridgeview.  

Mike and Joe join a 
select fraternity of Eagle 
Scouts, several of whom 
have gone on to become 
prominent leaders of our 
country: Gerald Ford, our 
38th president; the U.S. 
astronauts Neil Armstrong 
and James Lovell; movie 
directors Steven Spielberg 
and Michael Moore; and 
Isabella Tunney of St. 
Paul, Minnesota, who is 
the first young woman to 
earn Eagle in 2020 and who 
also completed all 137 of 
Scouting’s merit badges. 
Historically, one in four 
children in America will 
become Scouts, but only 
2% of them will make it to 
Eagle. It is also interesting 
to know that, of the leaders 
of this nation in business, 
religion and politics, 75% 
of them were involved in 
Scouting in some capacity. 
Congratulations again Mike 
and Joe!

News f rom North 
Palos School District 117: 
Facilities Improvement Plan 

Construction is expected 
to begin this spring on a 
roughly 45,000-square-
foot addition and reno-
vation plan for Conrady 
Junior High School. The 
project will feature 15 new 

classrooms and expansion 
of the cafeteria and Fine 
Arts Center. Construction 
is expected to take about 
18 months. The project will 
also include doubling the 
current parking capacity.

Illinois State Board of 
Education Awards: 

The Illinois State Board of 
Education hosts a program 
each year where it recog-
nizes outstanding teachers, 
administrators, support 
staff and community volun-
teers. It’s called “Those Who 
Excel/Teacher of the Year,” 
and it acknowledges those 
who make an impact on 
their schools and commu-

nities. There are seven cate-
gories including: Teacher, 
Early Career Educator (less 
than 5 years), Administrator, 
Student Support Personnel, 
Educat ional  Support 
Personnel, Community 
Volunteer and Team. For 
the 2021-2022 school year, 
District 117 won several 
awards of Meritorious 
Service. Palos Hills’ resi-
dent Shari Schmidt won 
for Community Volunteer; 
Oak Ridge teacher Jacque 
Clancy won for Teacher 
and the NPD117 Senior 
Leadership Team won for 
Team.  Congratulations to 
everyone!

Have a great rest of the 
week!

Mayor Mike
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Hurley to provide free 
shredding service and 
Prescription Takeback Feb. 25  

State Rep. Fran Hurley is inviting residents to clear out 
old paperwork and safely dispose of prescription drugs at 
a free shred day and prescription takeback scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb. 25 from 9-11 a.m. at CrossWinds Church, 
located at 10835 S. Pulaski Rd. in Chicago.

The event will be co-hosted with Ald. Matt O’Shea, state 
Sen. Bill Cunningham and Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart’s 
office.

“This is a good opportunity to get a jump start on spring 
cleaning,” Hurley said. “Particularly when it comes to identity theft, you want to make sure 
you’re properly disposing of documents that have personal identifying information. This 
event allows you to shred large quantities of old receipts, bill statements and other docu-
ments safely and quickly.”

Designed as a drive-up service, residents will be able to drop off items and watch their 
documents be shredded on site if they choose. Participants should have their paper docu-
ments in loose bundles with staples, paper and binder clips removed. Prescription medi-
cations should be in loose plastic bags or in fluorescent bottles. 

For more information, please contact RepFranHurley@gmail.com.

Coffee with the Mayor of Evergreen Park
Join Mayor Kelly Burke 

for coffee from 9am to 
10am at the Hilton B. 
Maher Community Center 

at 3450 West 97th Street, 
Evergreen Park on Saturday, 
February 25. Mayor Burke 
will be available to discuss 

issues relevant to you and 
Evergreen Park.

For more information call 
708-422-1551.

From left, Jacqueline Clancy 
and Shari Schmidt

Left to Right: Village President Terry Vorderer, Village Clerk Claire Henning, District #4 Trustee 
Jamie Pembroke, District #6 Trustee Ralph Soch, Assistant Village Manager Jerry Dillon, Police 
Commander Pat Curran, Fire Chief Zachary Riddle, Park District Director Tom Hartwig, Library 

Director Carol Williams and District 229 Superintendent Dr. Michael Riordan.

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce hosted 
the “State of the Village” address with Village 
President Terrance Vorderer 

The Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce hosted the annual “State of the Village” address 
recently at their Chamber Member luncheon held at the Hilton Oak Lawn at 9333 S. Cicero 
Ave. The Chamber welcomed special guest speaker, Village President, Terry Vorderer along 
with various Village department heads, who addressed timely and pertinent topics including 
Property Taxes, a Camera Share Program, Fire Department Recruitment, Pickle Ball Court 
construction, Library update and the retirement of long time District 229 Superintendent 
Dr. Michael Riordan. 

The State of the Village Address was recorded and is available to view at the Village of 
Oak Lawn’s YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsAD_aGkGWM.
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Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org

Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org

The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 
www.burbankilchamber.com

Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com

Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber of Commerce 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber of Commerce 
www.villageofjustice.org

Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  
The OC Chamber of Commerce 

www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Orland Park Area Chamber  
of Commerce  

www.orlandparkchamber.org

Palos Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.palosareachamber.org

Proud member of following 2023 Chambers

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive

Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.
Hosted by the Internet Archive.

Look at the Oak Lawn Library website
at https://www.olpl.org.

Are you hAving SpeciAl 
St. pAtrick’S DAy lunch or Dinner?  

ADvertiSe in our MArch 7 iSSue, 
cAll 708-425-1910.

Are you hAving SpeciAl 
St. pAtrick’S DAy lunch or Dinner?  

ADvertiSe in our MArch 7 iSSue, 
cAll 708-425-1910.

Orland Township Assessor 
Rich Kelly

Taxpayers have an extra month 
to pay first installment tax bills

In Cook County, first installment property tax bills 
are ordinarily mailed around February 1 and are due on 
March 1.  This year, however, the first installment bills 
will not be mailed until late February or early March and 
will have an April 3 due date.  Taxpayers should note that 
the extension of the due date is a result of special circum-
stances surrounding last year’s tax bills and will be in 
effect for this year only.

Under state law, Cook County tax payments are 
supposed to be spread throughout the year, with first installment bills due on March 1 
and second installment bills due August 1. But computer compatibility problems between 
Cook County’s tax appeal agencies caused significant delays in the mailing of last year’s 
second installment tax bills.  The result was that second installment tax bills were due 
December 30, 2022, the latest-ever due date for such bills.  

Concerned that this year’s first installment bills would be due just sixty-one days after 
last year’s second installment bills, Assessor Rich Kelly and his colleagues in the Cook 
County Township Assessors Association were among those who advocated for the exten-
sion of the first installment due date with the state legislature.  “I and my colleagues were 
concerned that a two-month interval between due dates was too short and would cause 
financial difficulties for some taxpayers,” Assessor Rich Kelly said in explaining his 
support.  “We were especially concerned about property owners whose tax bills increased 
unexpectedly and taxpayers who do not have tax escrow accounts with mortgage compa-
nies but instead pay property taxes on their own.” 

The extension of the due date was approved by the state legislature with bipartisan 
support during its fall veto session and signed by the governor on December 21, 2022.

Overnight closures scheduled on Roberts Road 
and 87th street

Overnight local road 
closures with detours will 
be scheduled on Roberts 
Road and 87th Street this 
week to accommodate 
mainline bridge beam 
removal on the Central 
Tri-State Tollway (I-294) 
Project.

The temporary closures 
are necessary to safely 
to complete removal of 
bridge beams on I-294 
over Roberts Road and 
87th Street. Electronic 
m e s s a g e  s i g n s  a n d 
construction signage will 
be in place in advance to 
alert drivers to each of 
the closures and detours. 
Up-to-date closure infor-
mation will be posted on 

the Tollway website in 
the Daily Construction 
Alert at https://www.illi-
noistollway.com/media-
c e nt e r/c on s t r u c t i on-
alerts. All work is weather 
dependent.

B e g i n n i n g  Fr i d ay, 
February 24, up to two 
nights of full roadway 
closures with detours 
will be scheduled on both 
Roberts Road and 87th 
Street under I-294. The 
local road closures will be 
scheduled on alternating 
nights between 9 p.m. and 
5 a.m. The roads will not 
be closed simultaneously. 

During the Roberts 
Road closures, a posted 
detour will route traffic 

v ia 95th Street ,  88th 
Avenue/Cork Avenue and 
79th Street. During the 
87th Street closures, a 
posted detour will route 
traffic via Cork Avenue, 
95th Street and Harlem 
Avenue.

Construction updates, 
project information, maps 
and detour information 
for work that is part of the 
Central Tri-State Tollway 
(I-294) Project are avail-
able in the Projects section 
on the Tollway’s website at 
www.illinoistollway.com .

Illinois Department of Revenue 
reminds eligible taxpayers 
to take advantage of Senior 
Citizens Tax Deferral Program

The Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) today 
reminded senior citizens about the availability of the 
Senior Citizens Real Estate Tax Deferral Program which 
allows qualified seniors to defer all or part of their prop-
erty taxes and special assessment payments on their prin-
cipal residences. Seniors needing assistance paying their 
property taxes have until March 1, 2023 to apply for the 
program.

The program, which works like a loan, allows quali-
fied seniors to defer a maximum of $7,500 per tax year 
(including both first and second installment payments), 
increased from $5,000 last year. Deferred amounts are 
borrowed from the state, who pays the tax bill to the 
County Collector’s Office. The program was also expanded 
this year to increase the household income threshold qual-
ification from $55,000 to $65,000.

Interest on the amount paid by the state accumulates 
and a lien is placed on the property for all deferred tax 
payments and interest, payable upon death of the home-
owner, at the time the home is transferred to a new owner, 
or sooner, if the program participant chooses to pay off the 
deferred tax payments and interest.

“We encourage all eligible seniors who need help in 
paying their property taxes to look into this program and 
apply by the March 1 deadline,” said Illinois Department 
of Revenue (IDOR) Director David Harris. “Not only has 
the income threshold been increased this year but the 
program has also been expanded to allow seniors to defer 
a greater amount of their property tax payments.”

To apply for the program, seniors need to contact their 
local County Collector’s Office to receive an application. 
Once completed, the application must be filed with the 
Collector’s Office on or before March 1 of each year they 
wish to defer their property taxes or special assessments.

For general questions concerning the program, 
taxpayers may visit IDOR’s website at tax.illinois.gov or 
contact their local County Collector’s Office.

Orland Park 
Water Meters 
Replacement 
Program 

The Village of Orland 
Park’s water meters play 
a crucial role in the oper-
ation, maintenance, and 
support of its water and 
sewer i n f ra s t r uc t u re 
systems. And like most 
equipment, wear and tear 
over time can ultimately 
cause water meters to fail 
or read inaccurately. The 
accuracy of metered water 
is crucial not only in the 
assessment of water and 
sewer fees to customers, 
but also serves as the 
primary source of revenue 
for the Village’s Water and 
Sewerage Fund.

The Village most recently 
replaced around 23,700 
water meters for various 
customers between 1996 
and 2008, with an average 
meter lifespan of fifteen 
years. In general, the older, 
mechanical style water 
meters are more suscep-
tible to degradation as 
compared to modern elec-
tronic style water meters. In 
2015, the Village discovered 
a considerable number of 
its older meters beginning 
to under-register and began 
replacing these meters with 
the Sensus iPERL Smart 
Water Meter.

In 2021, the Village began 

a two-year plan to replace 
the remainder of its older 
water meters. This shift in 
strategy also aligned with 
the Village’s goal to ensure 
data compatibility with the 
new water billing financial 
system implementation. 
This allows the Village to 
improve customer service 
to its residents by providing 
monthly billing that can 
help identify excessive 
water usage and provide a 
web-based customer portal 
that shows historical usage 
trends. 

The Village is currently 
slated to replace the 
remaining meters between 
2023-2024 with the help 
of a support contractor, 
Professional Meters, Inc. 
(PMI), and the instal-
lation process wil l be 
divided into six (6) zones. 
The Village and contractor 
will be providing advanced 
notification and outreach 
regarding the planned 
meter replacement work 
and coordination for each 
customer

To view the 6 Zone 
Maps visit and listen to 
video at https://www.
orlandpark.org/govern-
ment/water-information/
meter-replacement/.
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Cash or Charge 

S45package $SO package 
1 yr DHPP & Rabies 1 yr DHPP, Rabies & Bordetella 

S&Spackage 
1 yr DHPP, Rabies, Bordetella & Flu Vaccine (series of 2 shots) 

S79package 
1 yr DHPP, Rabies, Bordetella, Flu Vaccine (series of 2 shots) & Avid microchip 

$15 - 2nd or 3rd Booster only (DHPP or DHLPP) 
$15 - Bordetella only 
$18 - Avid microchip only 
$25 - One Year Rabies only 
$32 - Flu Shot only (series of 2 shots) 

Pets
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Cherished Pets Remembered Pet Crematorium
Offering only private/individual pet cremation services. 

Affordable prices, cremation witnessing and private viewing 
room available at no additional charge.

To learn more go to CherishedPetsRemembered.com or 
call 1-800-497-4901.

Part of and a separate facility located in the
Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home & Crematorium, 7861 S. 88Th Ave., Justice

Mark & Laura Kaminski Owners

American  
Heart Month

A reminder 
about pets in 
Tinley Park

Animal Control Officer 
Karen Schutt would like 
to remind residents of 
the rules and regulations 
regarding pets in Tinley 
Park.

Running at Large: Dogs and cats are not allowed to run 
at large within the Village. Dogs may not leave the owner’s 
property without being leashed.

Disturbing the Peace: Animals may not disturb the 
peace of other residents at any time of day or night.

Defecation Control: It is the responsibility of every 
owner to remove any excrement left on any public or 
private property and to dispose of it in a proper recep-
tacle. No owner shall let excrement accumulate in any 
private yard.

Animals Per Household: Residents may have up to three 
dogs and three cats per household at one time.

Vaccination Required: Dogs and cats age four months 
need to be vaccinated for rabies.

License Required: Every dog is required to be licensed 
with the Village.

Ground Feeding: It is unlawful to ground-feed animals 
(cats, squirrels, opossums, raccoons, skunks, coyotes, etc.). 
Hanging bird feeders are allowed if the ground below is 
kept clear of debris from the feeder.

For more information, visit TinleyPark.org/Police.

Oak Lawn Public Library 
announces March events

The Oak Lawn Public Library, located at 9427 S. Raymond 
Ave., is pleased to announce ongoing and upcoming events 
that will take place from Mar. 1 to Mar. 18, 2023. All programs 
are listed in the library’s quarterly newsletter, which will be 
mailed to Oak Lawn households. Please note that the library 
will be closed on Tuesday, Mar. 7 for a staff in-service day.

Adult & Teen Programs: Genre Fiction Adult Reading 
Challenge from Feb. 1-Apr. 30, all day. We challenge you to 
read three books: a romance, mystery and science fiction 
novel. Log your reading on Beanstack at olpl.beanstack.org 
and earn rewards and raffle prize tickets as you read. 

Movie Night Wednesdays for teens on Wednesdays, 
Mar. 1, 8 & 15 from 6-8 p.m. Join us for a movie night every 
Wednesday in the Teen Room!

Take n’ Make: Let’s Grow Wildflowers! Seeds available 
starting Monday, Mar. 6 at noon. Register online and many 
many more.

Youth Programs: We will distribute admission tickets at 
the Youth Services Desk 30 minutes before the start of each 
program, unless otherwise specified.

Interactive Movie Kit: “Finding Dory” (2016) starting 
Wednesday, Mar. 1, all day. Pick up an interactive movie kit 
at the Youth Services Desk while supplies last. Designed for 
ages 4 and up. One kit per family.

Messy Art (Ages 3-5 with a caregiver) on Sunday, Mar. 5 
from 10:30-11:15 a.m. & (Ages 2-3 with a caregiver) on Friday, 
Mar. 17 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. andnd much more!

For more information, please visit our online event 
calendar at cal.olpl.org or call 708-422-4990.



Reserve space for 
St. Patrick’s Day advertising

Reserve space for 
St. Patrick’s Day advertising

Seventh annual Valentines for Vets
At the seventh annual Valentines for Vets program, 

Smith Village residents (l-r) Leslie Rokaitis and Beth 
O’Grady make Valentine gifts for veterans.

More than two dozen Smith Village residents and St. 
Cajetan student council members gathered on Valentine’s 
Day to make gifts for 45 veterans. 

All who received these gifts are veterans with invisible 
wounds, who benefit from a variety of inpatient and outpa-
tient healthcare programs provided by the Road Home 
Program at Rush University Medical Center. 

Students and seniors worked side-by-side to demon-
strate their encouragement and care for the veterans by 
folding origami hearts and cranes, symbolizing hope and 
healing, and placing them in glass bowls which they had 
painted.
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One coupon per order. Expires 12/15/23. VV2

One coupon per order. Expires 12/15/23. VV3

For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   MercyCircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

EEOC

VFW #2791 February and 
March events

Our Annual Lenten Fish Fry starts on Friday February 
24th from 4-7pm You can Eat-In or pickup & carry-out. 
Dinners are $15 and includes 3 kinds of fish, (Tilapia, Cod, 
Haddock) or Chicken Nuggets. There will also be Tater 
Tots, Potato Salad & Cole Slaw plus condiments. Shrimp 
Boats are $8 and include Cocktail Sauce. You can call 
ahead for carry-out orders starting at 3 pm at 708-523-2333 
or 708-532-5908. If you are eating in, you will get a ticket 
with order number which we will call when it is ready.

Our Annual Tinley Park St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be 
held this year on Sunday March 5th starting at 1pm. We 
will have Corned Beef Sandwiches & Hots Dogs available 
to purchase plus entertainment and refreshments all after-
noon! VFW # 2791 is located at 17147 Oak Park Ave. Visit 
our website at www.vfw2791.org.

Photo: Marc Monaghan

Homemade Pierogi 
Back by popular demand, the “Church Ladies” home-

made pierogi from the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
at15050 Central Ave, Oak Forest are the perfect addition 
to your menu. Limited quantities! Pre-order is required so 
order now through March 17, 2023.

All pierogi is made to order and freshly frozen in ½ dz. 
Payment MUST be received within 2 weeks of ordering or 
order will be cancelled.

Pick-Up Date April 1, 2023 from 10:00a to 2:00p
Order online at https://forms.gle/HVuDxEC6vm 

RHw7uc7.
Online payment options available on our website:  www.

resurrection-oakforest.org/pierogi.
Sponsored by the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 

to support our community Ministries.
For more information or for help ordering, call (708) 

717-8044 or email resurrectionoakforest@gmail.com 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 15050 Central 

Ave., Oak Forest.

PD recognized for Special 
Olympics help

The Tinley Park Police Department recently was recog-
nized for its 2022 Law Enforcement Torch Run fundraising 
efforts at the Special Olympics Illinois Kickoff Conference. 
The department raised $134,071 last year. Many thanks 
to the police department for all they do to support the 
Special Olympics!

Special Olympics: From left: are Officer John Sutko, Sgt. Bill 
Devine, Officer Dennis Reilly and Officer Robbi Frias.

Happy St. Patrick's Day
Dine In or Carry Out

We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm • Friday & Saturday 7:30am-8:30pm

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Orland Township’s Souper Bowl 
Challenge a Success

Guests warmed up for Super Bowl LVII by joining 
Orland Township at the 4th Annual Souper Bowl 
Challenge on Saturday, Feb. 11. After having the oppor-
tunity to sample 16 soups guests and judges casted their 
votes for their favorite.

Nearly 200 guests took on the challenge and tasted 
soups from cooks divided into four categories, or quar-
ters, for the competition. Participants competing as 
Rookies (Foodies between the ages of 12 and 54 years of 
age), Public Service Pro Bowlers (Emergency Services, 
Education, Government employees, etc.), Senior Hall of 
Famers (Senior Citizens, 55 years of age and older), and 
Culinary MVPs (Restaurants and certified chefs) all had 
the chance to take home a trophy and the end of the event.

The Souper Bowl Challenge, was at  Orland Township, 
14807 S. Ravinia Avenue, in support of the Orland 
Township Scholarship Foundation.  Special thanks 
were given to Georgios Banquets, Quality Inn & Suites 
Conference Centre, North & Maple Kitchen + Bar, 
Elements by The Odyssey, ISAVE Audio Video Production, 
and Evon’s Trophies & Awards for their support.

For more information on programs, services, and events 
being held at Orland Township, visit the website, orland-
township.org, or call (708) 403-4222 for more updates.
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Romeo & Juliet Overture
-Tchaikovsky

Concerto for Flute
& Orchestra

I. Moderato
-Liebermann

-Destina Sarussi, �ute,
youth competition winner

Symphony No. 5
-Shostakovich

Youth Concerto
Competition Winner,

Tchaikovsky & Shostakovich
Sunday, March 5, 2023 - 4:00 p.m.

David L. Crane, Music Director Presents

2022-2023 Season

Tickets: Adults $25-30; Seniors (65+) $20-25; Students $7; Children 10 and under free
Tickets may be purchased in advance or at the door

6601 W College Dr (Rt. 83), Palos Heights
Ozinga Chapel Auditorium

www.southwestsymphony.com
contact us at: southwestsymphony@gmail.com

708-802-0686    Like us on Facebook!

This program is
partially supported

by a grant from
the Illinois Arts
Council Agency.

“Wings: A Celtic Celebration of 
Dance” 

Dublin Irish Dance 
brings “Wings: A Celtic 
Celebration of Dance” to 
McAninch Arts Center 
(MAC) 3 p.m. Sunday, 
February 26. This vivid 
and illuminating produc-
tion features Irish and 
World Champion dancers 
performing original chore-
ography to live music by 
some of Ireland’s finest 
musical and vocal virtu-
osos. WDCB 90.9FM 
Chicago’s Home for Jazz is 
the Media Sponsor for this 
performance. There will 
be a free pre-show perfor-
mance by dancers with 
Trinity Academy of Irish 
Dance in the MAC lobby 

beginning at 2:15 p.m.
In two 50-minute acts, the 

dance troupe of seven grav-
ity-defying Irish dancers 
and a five-piece Irish band 
will serve up the best of 
Irish dance and music 
traditions. Performing at 
the MAC will be dancers 
Joey Roca, Moira Regan, 
Natalie Wagner, Cece 
Trapani, Erin Armstrong, 
Kaleb Dilger and Colm 
Alba. The musicians will 
include Evangeline O’ Neill 
(Vocalist), Evan Powell 
(Keyboard, Flute, Piano, 
Accordion), Ryan Behnke 
(Pipes), Katie Geringer 
(Fiddle) and Alex Hand 
(Guitar and Banjo). Tickets: 

Dublin Irish Dance pres-
ents “Wings: A Celtic 
Celebration of Dance” at 
the McAninch Arts Center, 
425 Fawell Blvd. in Glen 
Ellyn, 3 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 
26. Ticket prices range 
from $48 to $59. For tickets 
or additional informa-
tion call 630.942.4000 or 
visit AtTheMAC.org. Box 
Office hours are Tuesday 
to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. 
and three hours prior to 
performances.

Dublin Irish Dance. Photo by 
Bicek Photograph

Cabaret ZaZou Now Playing in Chicago’s 
Theatre District

Cabaret ZaZou is a 
unique entertainment 
experience where raucous 
comedy, extraordinary 
live music, international 
cirque performances and a 
multi-course feast collide. 
The immersive variety 
dinner show takes place 
in a vintage Spiegeltent 
on the 14th f loor of the 
Cambria Hotel in the heart 
of Chicago’s Theatre Dist.

Under the direction 

of Dreya Weber, Cabaret 
ZaZou is a thrilling and 
eclectic series of acts, each 
totally astounding and deliv-
ered by top talent in each of 
their performance catego-
ries. Guests are enthralled 
by the vocal stylings of 
LiV Warfield and James 
Harkness, backed by a world 
class band led by Chicago 
Jazz great Chuck Webb, and 
featuring Theodis Rodgers, 
Jon Negus, Phil Seed and 
Jose Martinez.

Evening performances 
begin at 7:00 p.m. Matinee 
per forma nces ,  which 
include a special brunch 
menu, are at 12:00 p.m. 
on Sundays. Audience 
members are encouraged 
to arrive any time after 
the doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Those who come early can 

enjoy a unique champagne 
bar, or a full bar complete 
with specialty cocktails, 
wine and beer; and then 
have time to explore and 
relax in Cabaret ZaZou’s 
br e a t ht a k i n g  l o b by. 
Pre-show entertainment 
begins in the Spiegeltent 
approximately 30 minutes 
prior to showtime.

Ticket Information: 
Tickets range from $125 
to $210 with special VIP 
tickets available. “Show 
Only” tickets are $75. 
Individual tickets are avail-
able by visiting Cabaret 
ZaZou.com or by calling 
312.488.0900. Tickets are 
available for groups of 10 or 
more by calling Broadway 
in Chicago at 312-977-1710 
or emailing GroupSales@
BroadwayInChicago.com. 

Steppenwolf Theatre 47th Season presents 
Describe the Night

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company, the nation’s 
premier ensemble theater 
company, is pleased to 
continue its 47th season 
with ensemble member 
Rajiv Joseph’s Chicago 
premiere of Describe 
the Night, directed by 
ensemble member Austin 
Pendleton. This thrilling 
mystery buried by years of history, fiction and conflict will play March 2 to April 9, 
2023 in Steppenwolf ’s stunning new in-the-round Ensemble Theater in Honor of Helen 
Zell, the centerpiece of its recently unveiled Liz and Eric Lefkofsky Arts and Education 
Center, 1646 N. Halsted St. in Chicago. Describe the Night will feature ensemble members 
Glenn Davis, James Vincent Meredith, Sally Murphy, Caroline Neff, Yasen Peyankov and 
Karen Rodriguez with Jack Cain and Jon Hudson Odom.

Truth is lie; lie is truth. 1920: Jewish writer Isaac Babel begins a journal while serving 
in war. Ninety years later, this same journal is found in the wreckage of a suspicious plane 
crash. What did Babel write, and why does it matter? Ensemble member Rajiv Joseph’s 
epic thriller ricochets through place and time following the unlikely lives of seven indi-
viduals, soldiers and poets, KGB agents and babushkas, as they unearth mysteries buried 
by decades of history, fiction and blood. 

Single tickets for Describe the Night starting at $20 are now on sale at steppenwolf.
org and the Box Office at (312) 335-1650. In Steppenwolf ’s Ensemble Theater in Honor 
of Helen Zell, 1646 N. Halsted St., Chicago March 2 to April 9, 2023.

Ticket information: Single tickets ($20 to $86) are now on sale at steppenwolf.org and 
the Box Office at (312) 335-1650 steppenwolf.org.

Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s Liz and Eric Lefkofsky 
Arts and Education Center

Layalina makes its world premiere 
at Goodman Theatre

Developed in the Goodman’s New Stages programs 
(and a 2021 New Stages Festival favorite), Layalina tells 
the story of an intergenerational family and their efforts 
to create a new sense of home after emigrating. Sivan 
Battat directs a cast of five, led by Atra Asdou (Karima/
Layal) and featuring Waseem Alzer (Sahir/Amin), Ali 
Louis Bourzgui (Young Mazin/Yousif), Mattico David 
(Yasir/Mazin) and Becca Khalil (Young Layal/Marwa), in 
a nuanced portrayal of the queer South West Asian and 
North African (SWANA) experience against a backdrop 
of two vastly different worlds. Layalina appears March 3 to April 2, 2023 in the 350-seat 
flexible Owen Theatre; opening night is Monday, March 13. Tickets ($15 to$50, subject 
to change) are available atGoodmanTheatre.org/Layalina or by phone at 312-443-3800. 

Atra Asdou (Karima/Layal)



Oak Lawn Girls Hoops Win Back-
to-Back-to-Back SSC Red Titles

Written by Brian Fran
gella, OLCHS Staff Writer

Enter i ng a  sea son 
without two of the top 
scorers on the team from 
the year before is not ideal. 
That was the scoring chal

lenge facing Mark Sevedge, 
the head girl ’s basket
ball coach at Oak Lawn 
Community High School. 

They lost one to gradu
ation and one to season
ending injury. Plus, the 
Spartans also faced the 
added pressure of being 
b a c k t o  b a c k  S o u t h 
Suburban Conference Red 

champions.
Hard practices, dedicated 

players, and the determina
tion to get the job done was 

the approach the Spartans 
took to climb that hill. 
They stuck together when 
times were tough early in 
the season, and they main
tained focus. 

Senior Rose Savaglio 

stepped up as a leader. 
Junior Maeve Hassett 
improved her longrange 
shooting. And a host of 

sophomores like Jacky 
Canales, Danielle Dempsey, 
Teagan Krzystof, Lamia 
Quinones, Annie McGrath, 
and Sinead Conroy all 
developed into veteran 
players at the varsity level. 
The defense was intense, 
and the scoring improved 
across the board.

Tuesday night they 
surmounted all the obsta
cles, they claimed their 

rightful glory, and they 
cut down the victory 
nets after winning their 
impressive third SSC Red 
Championship in a row. 
They needed to knock off 
crosstown rival Richards 
on the road in order to 
do it, but that just made it 
sweeter. In the end, they 
beat the Bulldogs 4525 for 
the crown.

“It was a special night for 

us as we defeated the cross
town rival for our third
straight conference title,” 
Sevedge said. “It was an 
allaround team effort, 
balanced scoring, and 
stif ling defense that got it 
done. It was a bumpy road 
at times, but it was well 
worth the struggle.”

The Spartans are now 14 
to 15 overall and 9 to 4 in 
the conference.
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Service 
Directory
Service Service 

DirectoryDirectory
ConstruCtion

Mike Stekala Construction
ROOFING INSPECTIONS

Roo�ng License #104.16667
Free Estimates - Insured

773-879-8458
www.mstekalaconstruction.com

Roo�ng - Shingles - Flat Roofs - Sof�t - Fascia
Seamless Gutters - Clean Gutters - Siding - Tuckpointing

 Chimney Repair - Plumbing Service - Electric Service
Windows - Painting - Trim and Cut Down Trees

Junk Removal from Houses, Garages, etc.
Dormer and Additions - Also Taking Small Jobs

Second Annual 
Capuano 
Classic 4 on 
4 Hockey 
Tournament

Saturday, February 25 
and Sunday, February 26, 
$500 per team, Ages 21+, 
12 players, plus goalie, max 
roster per team, all teams 
guaranteed three games. 
Two Divisions: Main Event 
and 40+ (CoEd), Food and 
Beverage Booths on both 
days. All proceeds benefit 
the Daniel V. Capuano 
Ice Rink in Evergreen 
Park (improvements and 
maintenance). 

Team Captains please 
contact Mike Huguelet 
for Booking Information 
at (708) 7031322 or email 
SRBossmanISU@yahoo.
com.

First Annual Teen and Adult 
Job Fair in Evergreen Park

Evergreen Park Public Library is partnering with 
Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce to host the first 
annual Teen and Adult Job Fair! On Sunday March 5, 2023 
at 1pm to 3pmm at 9400 South Troy, Evergreen Park, Meet 
representatives from businesses within the community 
to learn about job and internship opportunities, get an 
updated headshot for your LinkedIn profile, have your 
resume reviewed by professionals, and walk away with 
some unique networking connections. 

This inperson event is open to the public. No registra
tion necessary.

Participating Organizations: Village of Evergreen Park, 
Evergreen Park Elementary School District 124, First 
National Bank of Evergreen Park, South West Special 
Recreation Association, Unidad Latin Kitchen and Bar, 
Baracco’s Ristorante, Pizzeria & Catering, Meijer of 
Evergreen Park, Culver’s in Evergreen Park, Walgreens, 
Essential Creations Chicago, Inc., OSF Healthcare Little 
Company of Mary Medical Center, Spoke & Vine, Rich 
Lee Vans, JewelOsco, McDonald’s and more! 

South Suburban College (SSC) Board of Trustees and Women’s Soccer Team.  
Front row, left to right: Students: Estefani del Rio, Sandra Flores, Stephanie Mendoza,  

Fernanda Sanchez, Emily Sanchez, and Monse Solis. Middle Row, Left to Right: SSC Trustee 
Vivian Payne, Students: Adriana Moreno, Yulissa, Lozano, Lisbeth Gallegos, Emily Mendoza, 
Amaris Gonzalez, Naomy Gallardo, and Jasmine Huerta. Standing Third row, Left to Right: 

Coach Bert Damian, Students: Priscilla Sotelo, Sabrina Ortiz, Mia Cruz, SSC Chairman 
Terry Wells, Coach Tony Gonzalez, Students: Daisy Rodriguez, Analisa Martinez, Crystal 

Sotelo, Coach Lisa Urbina, SSC Trustee Vincent Lockett, SSC Trustee Prince Reed and Coach 
Aaron Zambrano. Standing Fourth Row, Left to Right: SSC Trustee Joseph Whittington, 

SSC Trustee Anthony DeFilippo and SSC Trustee Janet Rogers

South Suburban College Board of Trustees 
celebrates Women’s Soccer Team Regional Title

South Suburban College (SSC) women’s soccer team was honored by the SSC Board of 
Trustees on Thursday, February 9, for receiving the regional title from the National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA). The soccer team, coached by Jose Gonzalez, 
finished the 2022 season with an overall record of 13 wins, five loses and one tie. 

During the evening board celebration, the SSC Board of Trustees acknowledged the 
accomplishments of Coach Gonzalez and the entire athletic division at SSC. 

If you are interested in participating in the SSC Women’s Soccer program, contact 
Coach Jose Gonzalez, SSC’S Women’s Soccer Coach, at (708) 5962000 ext. 2002 or via 
email at jgonzalez@ssc.edu. The South Suburban College Main Campus is located at 
15800 South State Street, South Holland, Illinois. The college’s extension site, the Oak 
Forest Center, is located at 16333 South Kilbourn Avenue, Oak Forest, Illinois.

Daylight Savings Time begins March 12th

ParkMobile App Coming 
February 27th

The ParkMobile Appli
cat ion wi l l  of f icia l ly 
launch with the Village 
of Mokena on February 
27, 2023. The application 
will enable users to conve
niently pay for parking 
at all four of the Village’s 
commuter parking lots 
directly from their mobile 
devices. ParkMobile is free 

to download and available 
for iPhone and Android 
devices in the app store. 
ParkMobile is the leading 
provider of smart parking 
and mobility solutions in 
North America, using a 
contactless approach to 
help millions of people 
easily find, reserve, and pay 
for parking on their mobile 

devices.
Beginning late next 

week, users wi l l f ind 
new ParkMobile signage 
installed at all pay boxes 
and Metra stations. The 
new signage will list the 
assigned Parking Lot Zone 
# and instructions on 
how to initiate contactless 
parking payment options.

Marrs-Meyer 
Post #991

Fish Fry Fridays is from 
February 24 to April 7th 
from 4:00 pm to 7:30pm at 
MarrsMeyer Post at 11001 
S. Depot Street, Worth. 

Dine in or Carry Out and 
NO phone in or Preorders, 
No Doggy Bags, just come 
Hungry.

Serving: Cod, Catfish, 
Shrimp or Chicken Strips 
and Soup or Salad, Baked 
Potato or Fries, Coffee, Tea 
or Soft Drinks, and Desserts.

Adults $16, Children 
under 12 $10, Children 
under 3 Free, Carry Outs $17.

Support our Small 
Businesses
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Disclaimer: Village 
View Publications, Inc. 
is not responsible, and 
takes no responsibility 
for, any unlawful action 

of our advertisers. 
Nor does it take any 

responsibility for 
unlawful harm to 

advertisers potential 
customers.

Masonry

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid
Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Home for Sale

Summer Home for Sale

Quarter of an Acre with house on Corner Lot. Strictly 
Summer Home with purchase As Is. Located two 
hours from Downtown Chicago in Sumner Township, 
WI near Ft. Atkinson or Edgerton, WI accessible to 
Lake Koshkanong. 

Call 773-680-1209 or 708-425-1910

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Painting

Bedding
Factory Discount
Clearance Center

EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000
Free Layaway

Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895

3844 W. 147th Street,
Midlothian, IL

708-371-3737
factorybeddingfurniture.com

Like us on Facebook

Classics Wanted

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

Flooring

Klis Flooring, Inc.
New hardwood floors

installation, sanding and
refinishing. LVT and

laminate floor installation.
Insured

Call 773-671-4996

Heating/Cooling

grelhvac.com
Paul Guzy

708.228.7197 
Free Estimates

24 Hours
pggrel02@gmail.com

Licensed -Bonded -Insured

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

SLOT MACHINES
JUKE BOXES

ANY OLD COIN
OPERATED MACHINE
PINBALL MACHINES

Wanted

Will pay for unwanted
Books, CD’s, DVD's,

Records & VHS Tapes
Call or Text Mario

773-343-5024

Looking to Declutter?Attorney at Law

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 38 years.
Graduate of Brother 

Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.
Member, Illinois State 

Bar Association, 
Chicago Bar 

Association, and 
others.

Professional Liability 
Insured

Last Will and 
Testament, and 

Living Will
Signed and notarized 

at your home or choice 
of locations.

Brick Experts
LALLY BROS.

MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A+ by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Tinley Park 
urges residents 
to use Police Station for transactions

Residents looking for 
a safe, neutral place to 

conduct personal trans-
actions such as Craigslist 

sales or the private sale 
or purchase of a car are 
encouraged to use the 
parking lot or lobby of 
the Tinley Park Police 
Department, 7850 W. 183rd 
St. Both are available at any 
time, seven days a week.

The Tinley Park Police 
Department is strictly 
providing a safe location 

and will not facilitate or 
otherwise be associated in 
any way with any trans-
action occurring between 
private parties. Sellers and 
buyers should refrain from 
bringing large items into 
the police station.

See the Safe Transactions 
brochure for more informa-
tion at tinleypark.org.

Everbridge   
Community Alert Network in Mokena

By enrol ling in the 
Everbridge – Community 
Alert Network, you can 
now stay connected by 
receiving up to the minute 
Emergency Alerts from 
local officials regarding 
immediate or pending 
threats to public safety or 
property, where immediate 
notification is necessary.  
Examples include evacua-
tion recommendations, boil 
orders, water main breaks, 
and crime alerts.

If your community par ti- 
cipates ,  you can a l- 
so elect to receive Announc- 
ments, Notices, and Public 
Safety Non-Emergency 
information sent to your 
home phone, work phone, 
texted to your cell phone, 
or emailed to you between 
the hours of 6 am and 9 
pm.  You can select how 
you receive the information 
based on the contact infor-
mation you provide during 
the sign-up process at Will 

County Citizen – Sign In 
(everbridge.net) .

Announcements: May 
inform you of scheduled 
water and sewer repairs. 
Messages may also inform 
you of scheduled street 
closures, resurfacing proj-
ects, and parking bans.

Public Safety Non-Emer-
gency Information:  May 
include messages from local 
officials with information 
about crime prevention 
information, public safety 

events, neighborhood crime 
alert information, and fire 
hydrant testing.

Ple a s e  Not e :  T h i s 
system is not being used as 
a severe weather notifica-
tion system. We encourage 
you to proactively seek out 
weather related informa-
tion from official chan-
nels such as the National 
Weather Service (www.
weat her.gov) or your 
preferred loca l media 
source. It is a best prac-

tice to have a National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
Weather Radio at your 
residence or place of busi-
ness that broadcasts offi-
c ia l  Weat her Ser v ice 
warnings, watches, fore-
casts, and other hazard 
information 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.  
More information about 
weather radios can be 
found at www.nws.noaa.
gov/nwr.

Flock Safety 
cameras

The Oak Forest Police 
Depa r t ment recent ly 
installed automated license 
plate reading cameras in 
specific areas of town to 
solve and reduce crime.

The cameras send a real-
time alert to law enforce-
ment when a stolen car or 
known wanted suspect from 
a state or national crime 
database is detected. They 
also send alerts if a vehicle 
associated with a missing 

person in an Amber or 
Silver Alert is detected.

The cameras capture 
license plates and vehicle 
characteristics, not people 
or faces. Each search 
requires a justification, and 
the data is never sold or 

shared with third parties. 
The cameras are used to 
solve and reduce prop-
erty and violent crime and 
are not intended for minor 
traffic or parking violations.

Check out the info-
graphic from Flock Safety, 
the camera manufacturer, 
to learn more about the 
system.

NuWay Disposal and Refuse & Recycling in Mokena
You have a uniform 

container recycling and 
trash collection program 
offered by your solid waste 
disposal provider, NuWay 

Disposa l . Under this 
program, each single-family 
home and townhome unit is 
assigned a brown 95 gallon 
container with wheels for 

trash and a green 64 gallon 
container with wheels for 
recyclable materials

If you need to contact 
NuWay Disposal directly, 

please call (708) 479-9555 
for more information on 
how to dispose of bulk items, 
appliances, or other hard to 
handle items call the office. 
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B-Mac, Far South 
Suburban




