
Illinois Tollway Extends Its Popular Toll Violation Relief Program Through June 30
The Illinois Tollway is 

extending its popular toll 
violation relief program 
through June 30, provid-
ing drivers with an addi-
tional six months to take 
advantage of the TOLL-
ING 2020 reforms that re-
duced all xisting $20 and 
$50 violation fines to $3 
fee per toll. 

Drivers already have 
taken advantage of the re-
lief program to clear nearly 
160,000 outstanding viola-

tion notices at the reduced 
$3 rate. 

Responding to the strong 
public response to the exist-
ing violation relief program, 
the Illinois Tollway Board 
of Directors voted recently 
to continue the program. 

“We’re giving our cus-
tomers more time to take 
advantage of this program 
to resolve their outstand-
ing unpaid tolls and fines 
at a dramatically reduced 
cost that aligns with the 

new fees instituted as part 
of our TOLLING 2020 re-
forms,” said Illinois Tollway 
Executive Director José Al-
varez. “By extending this 
program, we’re hopeful that 
anyone who was unable to 
take advantage of this relief 
is able to do so in the com-
ing months.” 

Under the violation relief 
program, the Tollway re-
duced all outstanding $20 
and $50 fines on unpaid 
tolls to $3 per toll. This re-

duction is available to any 
drivers previously sent to 
collections for outstanding 
toll violations. 

Drivers with unpaid toll 
violations who do not take 
advantage of the violation 
relief program will see their 
outstanding tolls and origi-
nal fees reinstated after the 
relief program ends. 

The cost reductions of-
fered by the violation relief 
program bring the cost of 
outstanding violation no-

tices in line with the new 
fee structure in TOLLING 
2020, which will continue 
to assess drivers a $3 fee for 
each unpaid toll on a pas-
senger vehicle. 

Previously, a $20 fine 
was assessed for each un-
paid toll if left unpaid. That 
penalty escalates by another 
$50 if the notice remained 
unpaid for an additional 60 
days. For example, a single 
trip with five unpaid tolls 
could cost a passenger vehi-

cle owner more than $100. 
That same customer now 
receives an initial notice 
with only a $15 invoice fee, 
in addition to unpaid tolls, 
and will have 60 days to pay 
before those fees increase. 

Customers looking to pay 
unpaid tolls and violations 
or wanting to learn more 
about TOLLING 2020, 
including the new notice 
guidelines, should visit the 
Illinois Tollway’s website at 
www.illinoistollway.com.

We serve our
community with

good news!

Blue Island, Midlothian, Alsip, Crestwood

B-MAC EDITION

 
 Village View

Proudly Serving
Chicagoland for 47 Years

Volume 15 | Number 1 | January 5, 2021

ICC OKs ComEd’s rate decrease for customers
The Illinois Commerce 

Commission recently ap-
proved ComEd's request for 
a $14 million decrease in 
delivery service charges in 
2021 compared with rates 
in effect this past January. 
The approval comes after 
an eight-month proceeding 
in which regulators, the Il-
linois attorney general, the 
Illinois Industrial Energy 
Consumers, the Citizens 
Utility Board and others 
review the costs and in-
vestments that determine 
customer rates. It marks 

ComEd's fifth rate decrease 
in the past 10 years. 

The new delivery rate 
will lower residential cus-
tomer bills by about $1 per 
month. This will result in 
an average monthly bill of 
close to $82, which is lower 
than customer bills in 2008. 
Energy supply charges ac-
count for almost half of the 
monthly residential bill, 
and ComEd does not mark 
up or profit on these costs. 

“Families and businesses 
need to be able to count on 
reliable energy at this un-

certain time, and they need 
to have confidence that 
we're doing everything we 
can to keep our costs low 
and bills manageable,” said 
CEO Joe Dominguez. “I’m 
proud that we’re able to pro-
vide a third rate decrease 
in a row during this pub-
lic health crisis. The 6,000 
women and men of ComEd 
have worked to implement 
smart grid investments that 
are consistently providing 
record reliability, efficien-
cies and savings that we 
pass on to our customers.”

Moraine 
Valley offering 
500 hybrid 
classes in 
spring 

Moraine Valley Com-
munity College is offering 
classes in three formats in 
the spring semester, in-
cluding more than 500 hy-
brid courses across all sub-
ject areas, starting Jan. 19.

Spring classes are online, 
virtual or hybrid, the latter 
meaning instruction is on-
line as well as face-to-face. 
Moraine Valley is nearly 
doubling the number of 
hybrid classes offered this 
semester. Students will 
have to wear a mask and 
use an online health assess-
ment app while on campus. 
Students also can borrow 
iPads and laptops for class-
es and use free Wi-Fi in 
some college parking lots. 

A complete list of credit 
and noncredit classes can 
be found in the spring 2021 
class schedule online at 
morainevalley.edu. Tuition 
is $131 per credit hour plus 
fees and books. New stu-
dents can visit moraineval-
ley.edu/starting-remotely.

Governor announces reduced CCAP co-pay
Following the recent 

launch of a new initia-
tive to direct additional 
funds to support child-
care providers in the Child 
Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP), Gov. JB Pritz-
ker has announced that 
parents in the program 
will pay a maximum of 
$1.25 in monthly co-pays. 
CCAP provides low-in-
come families with access 
to high-quality childcare 
throughout Illinois and 
the reduced rates will 
provide financial relief to 

families across the state as 
Illinois continues to feel 
the impact of the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
lower rates are applicable 
in January and February. 

“Our lives are full of 
so many unknowns right 
now, and childcare service 
providers and working 
parents know that all too 
well,” Pritzker said. “That’s 
why my administration 
is stepping in to help the 
providers and families en-
rolled in the state’s Child 
Care Assistance Program 

secure a little more stabil-
ity and flexibility just as 
we did in the spring. To 
lift some of the burden 
on parents, the parent co-
pay for all families in the 
program will be reduced 
to just $1.25 per month in 
the first two months of the 
new year.” 

Support for eligible fam-
ilies includes paying for all 
eligible days of childcare 
regardless of the child’s at-
tendance. As of last month, 
98,000 children were en-
rolled in CCAP. 

Danny Burstein as Harold Zidler

Moulin Rouge! The Musical
The producers of Mou-

lin Rouge! The Musical 
and Broadway In Chicago 
announced today that the 
North American tour will 
run technical rehearsals 
and premiere at Broad-
way In Chicago’s James 
M. Nederlander Theatre 
with performances begin-
ning February 26, 2022, 
through April 24, 2022, and 
an official opening night on 
March 11, 2022.

Moulin Rouge! The Mu-
sical is nominated for 14 
Tony Awards including Best 
Musical. Earlier this year, 
the production won the 
2020 Drama League Award 
for Outstanding Production 
of a Musical and received 
ten Outer Critics Circle 

Award Honors including 
New Broadway Musical.

Moulin Rouge! The Mu-
sical is directed by Tony 
Award nominee Alex Tim-
bers with a book by Tony 
Award winner John Logan, 
choreography by Sonya 
Tayeh and music supervi-
sion, orchestrations and 
arrangements by Justin 
Levine.

Based on Baz Luhrmann’s 
Oscar-winning film, Mou-
lin Rouge! The Musical is 
produced by Carmen Pav-
lovic and Gerry Ryan OAM 
for Global Creatures and 
Bill Damaschke. General 
management is by Foresight 
Theatrical.

Visit moulinrougemusi-
cal.com for more.
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Congrats, Oak Forest Police Sgt. Thomas Lynch 
The City of Oak Forest 

is pleased to announce 
that the Illinois Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police 
(ILACP) has honored Sgt. 
Thomas Lynch by being 
designated as a Certi-
fied Eligible Police Chief 
through the Association’s 
Police Chief Certification 
Program. This designa-
tion signifies that Lynch 
has met the highest stan-
dards of competency and 
conduct for his profes-
sion. 

To be eligible for consid-
eration, those interested in 
pursuing certification must 
first meet the ILACP’s cri-
teria for experience, edu-
cation, professional mem-
bership, and community 
involvement. In the first 
phase of the process, can-
didates must demonstrate 
extensive law enforcement 
experience, including com-
mand and executive posts, 
a solid educational back-
ground that encompasses 
continuing education and 
training, and an active par-
ticipation in relevant pro-
fessional and community 
organizations. After meet-

ing these requirements, 
they are allowed to pro-
ceed with the certification 
examination, which tests 
their knowledge of mana-
gerial concepts, modern 
policing concepts, law and 
leading cases, and budget-
ing principles. Candidates 
who demonstrate their 
mastery in these areas 
must then face a panel of 
their peers, consisting of 
three active Illinois Police 
Chiefs. 

During the structured 
interview, the panel ques-
tions and evaluates the 
candidate in the areas of 
leadership, management, 
public relations, verbal 
communication and eth-
ics. Only those who have 
successfully completed all 
phases of the assessment 
process are granted the 

distinction of a Certified 
Eligible Police Chief in Il-
linois. Sergeant Lynch is 
among only a select few 
Illinois police command 
staff able to meet the strin-
gent requirements of the 
program since its inception 
in 1998. 

Illinois is the only state 
in the U.S. that offers a 
Police Chief Certification 
Program based on an ex-
tensive, legally validated 
examination process. The 
ILACP, in conjunction 
with Stanard & Associates, 
Inc., a Chicago-based pub-
lic safety consulting firm, 
oversaw a rigorous devel-
opment and review process 
that involved police chiefs 
from across the state. The 
program is designed to 
recognize those law en-
forcement professionals 
who excel in all facets of 
the police chief function. 
To maintain certification 
status, police command 
staff must meet on-going 
requirements and apply 
for re-certification every 5 
years. 

Jason J. Reid 
Chief of Police 

Assistant State’s Attorney 
receives Civilian Service Award

Will County State’s At-
torney James Glasgow 
announced recently that 
Assistant State’s Attorney 
Mike Casson has been pre-
sented with the Will Coun-
ty Sheriff Department’s 
Civilian Service Award. 
Casson’s contributions in-
clude the key role he played 
in two significant cases,  
one involving child luring, 
and the other involving ag-
gravated kidnappings and 
armed robberies in New 
Lenox and Frankfort that 
received broad media atten-
tion. 

“Assistant State’s Attorney 
Mike Casson is known for 
his commitment, persever-
ance, and extensive knowl-
edge on a wide range of 
legal issues including those 
involving the complexities 
of our ever-advancing tech-
nologies,” Glasgow said. “As 
this Award from the Sher-
iff ’s Department makes 
clear, Mike is not only valu-
able to our Office, but to the 

broader law enforcement 
community.” 

Will County Deputy 
Chief Dan Jungles pre-
sented the award, which is 
typically is presented at the 
Sheriff Department’s annu-
al banquet, which was can-
celled this year in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Casson has served as an 
Assistant State’s Attorney 
in Will County since 2004. 
He currently serves as Dep-
uty Chief of Complaints & 
Supervisor of Computer 
Crimes. 

“It is a great honor to re-
ceive this award from the 
Sheriff ’s Department,” Cas-
son said. “I appreciate the 
opportunity to work with 
our law enforcement com-
munity and contribute to 
our criminal justice system. 
I’m also extremely grateful 
to State’s Attorney Glasgow 
for the many and varied op-
portunities he has given me, 
and to my colleagues for the 
continued support.”  

Mokena Police 
Chief retires 

Steve Vaccaro began his 
service as Police Chief in 
March 2014, coming to 
Mokena from Tinley Park, 
where he started his pub-
lic safety career as a full-
time patrol officer in 1990 
and ultimately worked his 
way up to the position of 
Deputy Chief of Police. He 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business (Management) 
from DePaul University 
and a Master’s Degree in 
Business Administration 
from DeVry University; he 
also graduated from the 
FBI National Academy in 
Quantico, Virginia. 

Chief Vaccaro worked 
diligently with his staff and 
fellow officers to provide 
the high standard of public 
safety expected by residents 
of the Mokena community. 
While serving the Village, 
Chief Vaccaro obtained 
emergency preparedness 
certification through the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Alarm System agency, im-
plemented an automated 
license plate reader system 
to prevent neighborhood 
crime, engaged with other 
law enforcement communi-
ties to maximize resources, 
facilitated the Village’s tran-
sition to a consolidated 
dispatch center, and was an 
ardent supporter of Special 
Olympics, participating in 
the “Cops on Top” program 
to raise awareness and 
funds for Special Olympics 
Illinois.  

Oak Forest Christmas tree pick up available
Wondering where to put 

your live Christmas tree 
now that the holidays are 
over? Homewood Disposal 
will dispose of your live 
Christmas tree at no extra 
charge. Christmas tree re-
moval is part of your curb-

side service. 
Please put your tree out 

for removal on your regu-
larly scheduled residential 
trash pickup day. If the tree 
is taller than 6 feet, please 
cut it in half before you put 
it out. 

 We encourage you to 
dispose of your Christmas 
tree within first few weeks 
of January. Even a well-wa-
tered tree will dry out even-
tually and can become a fire 
hazard. Start your new year 
off with a safe home. 

Tinley Park Winter Dining Grant available to help expand seating amid coronavirus pandemic
The Village is offering 

its Winter Dining Grant 
to help businesses com-
ply with public health re-
quirements while expand-
ing their seating capacity 

through the winter months. 
Applicants may be re-

imbursed for as much as 
$5,000 for the purchase or 
rental of barriers, outdoor 
coverings, heating equip-

ment, lighting equipment, 
outdoor furniture and 
other costs associated with 
outdoor dining. A $1,000 
owner investment is re-
quired. Expenses previous-

ly incurred starting Aug. 1, 
2020 may be considered for 
reimbursement with proof 
of purchase. 

Interested business own-
ers can submit an appli-

cation with supporting 
documents to pcordero@
tinleypark.org. Community 
Development Department 
staff will confirm receipt 
within one business day. If 

the grant is approved, the 
Village will schedule an in-
spection. 

To apply or for more 
information, please visit 
www.tinleypark.org. 



Chicago Ridge has new garbage service
By now residents should 

have received a letter from 
Flood Brothers as well as 
3 new garbage cans that 
were delivered this past 
week. 

The 1st Flood Broth-
ers pick-up will begin 
the week of January. Your 
service day will remain  
the same and recycling 
pickup will now be every 
week. 

Now, what to do with 
your old cans, Starting 
January, ALL residents 
should place their EMP-

TY blue and gray Waste 
Mgmt. cans in the nor-
mal garbage pick-up loca-
tion for removal by Waste 
Mgmt. The collection pro-
cess may take a couple of 
days so please be patient. 
The Green recycling can 
is yours to keep and use as 
an extra recycling can. If 
you do not want it please 
call the Village Hall or text 
your address to 708-270-
3231 and put the can out 
on January 7th. It will be 
picked up by Public Works 
on either the 7th, 8th or 

9th. As a reminder please 
do not place waste in these 
cans. 

If you have not received 
new cans or the letter from 
Flood Brothers, please 
contact the Village Hall to 
leave your name and ad-
dress. 

On behalf of myself 
and my family, our Vil-
lage Clerk and the Board 
of Trustees we would like 
to wish all of you and your 
families a Safe, Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 

Mayor Charles E. Tokar
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Illinois Tollway Extends Its Popular Toll Violation Relief Program Through June 30
The Illinois Tollway is 

extending its popular toll 
violation relief program 
through June 30, provid-
ing drivers with an addi-
tional six months to take 
advantage of the TOLL-
ING 2020 reforms that re-
duced all xisting $20 and 
$50 violation fines to $3 
fee per toll. 

Drivers already have 
taken advantage of the re-
lief program to clear nearly 
160,000 outstanding viola-

tion notices at the reduced 
$3 rate. 

Responding to the strong 
public response to the exist-
ing violation relief program, 
the Illinois Tollway Board 
of Directors voted recently 
to continue the program. 

“We’re giving our cus-
tomers more time to take 
advantage of this program 
to resolve their outstand-
ing unpaid tolls and fines 
at a dramatically reduced 
cost that aligns with the 

new fees instituted as part 
of our TOLLING 2020 re-
forms,” said Illinois Tollway 
Executive Director José Al-
varez. “By extending this 
program, we’re hopeful that 
anyone who was unable to 
take advantage of this relief 
is able to do so in the com-
ing months.” 

Under the violation relief 
program, the Tollway re-
duced all outstanding $20 
and $50 fines on unpaid 
tolls to $3 per toll. This re-

duction is available to any 
drivers previously sent to 
collections for outstanding 
toll violations. 

Drivers with unpaid toll 
violations who do not take 
advantage of the violation 
relief program will see their 
outstanding tolls and origi-
nal fees reinstated after the 
relief program ends. 

The cost reductions of-
fered by the violation relief 
program bring the cost of 
outstanding violation no-

tices in line with the new 
fee structure in TOLLING 
2020, which will continue 
to assess drivers a $3 fee for 
each unpaid toll on a pas-
senger vehicle. 

Previously, a $20 fine 
was assessed for each un-
paid toll if left unpaid. That 
penalty escalates by another 
$50 if the notice remained 
unpaid for an additional 60 
days. For example, a single 
trip with five unpaid tolls 
could cost a passenger vehi-

cle owner more than $100. 
That same customer now 
receives an initial notice 
with only a $15 invoice fee, 
in addition to unpaid tolls, 
and will have 60 days to pay 
before those fees increase. 

Customers looking to pay 
unpaid tolls and violations 
or wanting to learn more 
about TOLLING 2020, 
including the new notice 
guidelines, should visit the 
Illinois Tollway’s website at 
www.illinoistollway.com.

ICC OKs ComEd’s rate decrease for customers
The Illinois Commerce 

Commission recently ap-
proved ComEd's request for 
a $14 million decrease in 
delivery service charges in 
2021 compared with rates 
in effect this past January. 
The approval comes after 
an eight-month proceeding 
in which regulators, the Il-
linois attorney general, the 
Illinois Industrial Energy 
Consumers, the Citizens 
Utility Board and others 
review the costs and in-
vestments that determine 
customer rates. It marks 

ComEd's fifth rate decrease 
in the past 10 years. 

The new delivery rate 
will lower residential cus-
tomer bills by about $1 per 
month. This will result in 
an average monthly bill of 
close to $82, which is lower 
than customer bills in 2008. 
Energy supply charges ac-
count for almost half of the 
monthly residential bill, 
and ComEd does not mark 
up or profit on these costs. 

“Families and businesses 
need to be able to count on 
reliable energy at this un-

certain time, and they need 
to have confidence that 
we're doing everything we 
can to keep our costs low 
and bills manageable,” said 
CEO Joe Dominguez. “I’m 
proud that we’re able to pro-
vide a third rate decrease 
in a row during this pub-
lic health crisis. The 6,000 
women and men of ComEd 
have worked to implement 
smart grid investments that 
are consistently providing 
record reliability, efficien-
cies and savings that we 
pass on to our customers.”

Moraine 
Valley offering 
500 hybrid 
classes in 
spring 

Moraine Valley Com-
munity College is offering 
classes in three formats in 
the spring semester, in-
cluding more than 500 hy-
brid courses across all sub-
ject areas, starting Jan. 19.

Spring classes are online, 
virtual or hybrid, the latter 
meaning instruction is on-
line as well as face-to-face. 
Moraine Valley is nearly 
doubling the number of 
hybrid classes offered this 
semester. Students will 
have to wear a mask and 
use an online health assess-
ment app while on campus. 
Students also can borrow 
iPads and laptops for class-
es and use free Wi-Fi in 
some college parking lots. 

A complete list of credit 
and noncredit classes can 
be found in the spring 2021 
class schedule online at 
morainevalley.edu. Tuition 
is $131 per credit hour plus 
fees and books. New stu-
dents can visit moraineval-
ley.edu/starting-remotely.

Danny Burstein as Harold Zidler

Moulin Rouge! The Musical
The producers of Mou-

lin Rouge! The Musical 
and Broadway In Chicago 
announced today that the 
North American tour will 
run technical rehearsals 
and premiere at Broad-
way In Chicago’s James 
M. Nederlander Theatre 
with performances begin-
ning February 26, 2022, 
through April 24, 2022, and 
an official opening night on 
March 11, 2022.

Moulin Rouge! The Mu-
sical is nominated for 14 
Tony Awards including Best 
Musical. Earlier this year, 
the production won the 
2020 Drama League Award 
for Outstanding Production 
of a Musical and received 
ten Outer Critics Circle 

Award Honors including 
New Broadway Musical.

Moulin Rouge! The Mu-
sical is directed by Tony 
Award nominee Alex Tim-
bers with a book by Tony 
Award winner John Logan, 
choreography by Sonya 
Tayeh and music supervi-
sion, orchestrations and 
arrangements by Justin 
Levine.

Based on Baz Luhrmann’s 
Oscar-winning film, Mou-
lin Rouge! The Musical is 
produced by Carmen Pav-
lovic and Gerry Ryan OAM 
for Global Creatures and 
Bill Damaschke. General 
management is by Foresight 
Theatrical.

Visit moulinrougemusi-
cal.com for more.



Oak Lawn’s 2021 e-waste recycling program
Drop-off dates for Oak 

Lawn’s e-waste recycling 
program are: Saturday, 
January 9; Saturday, April 
10; Saturday, July 10; and 
Saturday, October. Hours 
of operation are 9 a.m. 
to noon. Bring unwanted 
electronics to the quar-
terly electronic recycling 
collection.  

This is a drive-through 
event where volunteers 
will help unload items 
from your vehicle. Please 
note that there is a $35 

charge per TV and moni-
tor. Payment will be ac-
cepted on site with an 
electronic debit or credit 
card reader. Available to 
Oak Lawn residents only. 
Proof of residency is re-
quired. 

Prohibited Items: Ra-
dioactive materials 
(smoke detectors) Hazard-
ous waste (oil, antifreeze, 
paint) Non-electronics 
(tires, wood, insulation) 
Corrosives (batteries) Flu-
orescent lights Air condi-

tioners. 
Acceptable Items: Tele-

visions VCRs or DVDs, 
Computers, Monitors, 
Printers, Keyboards, Ink-
jet Toner Cartridges, Lap-
tops, Video Game Con-
soles Internet or Music 
Devices, Cameras, Cell 
Phones, Telephone Equip-
ment, Speakers or stereo 
systems, Microwaves, Hol-
iday lights. 

The drop-off location is 
the Public Works Build-
ing, 5550 West 98th Street 

(98th Street and Central) 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453. Con-
tact Us Village of Oak 

Lawn 9446 S. Raymond 
(708) 499-7756 www.oak-
lawn-il.gov. 

FSCAB spreads 
holiday cheer

Members of the Fresh-
man and Sophomore Class 
Advisory Board (FSCAB) 
created holiday decora-
tions for Grace Point Place 
in Oak Lawn. Students met 
virtually and created deco-
rations on their iPads and 
computers. The decorations 
were printed up and deliv-
ered to Grace Point Place, 
a memory care facility that 
serves people with demen-
tia. 

FSCAB members also 
collected over 100 newly 
and lightly used winter 
coats this year for the annu-
al coat drive. The coats were 
donated for distribution in 
the Chicagoland area.  
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Oak Lawn  
library hires 
new director

The Oak Lawn Public 
Library is pleased to an-
nounce the hiring of a 
new director, Carol Wil-
liams. Carol will begin 
on January 11. She cur-
rently works as assistant 
director at the Hammond 
Public Library in Ham-
mond, Indiana. Carol has 
worked at the Hammond 

Public Library for 17 years 
in increasing positions of 
leadership. Her intimate 
knowledge of public li-
braries includes positions 
as a page, circulation clerk, 
cataloger, youth librarian, 
trainer, department head, 
and assistant director. 

Carol holds an under-
graduate degree from 
Purdue University in Pro-
fessional Writing, and a 
Masters in Library Science 
from Indiana University 
with a Masters Certificate 

in Non-profit Manage-
ment. Carol’s leadership 
background includes bud-
geting and a strong knowl-
edge in unionization. 
She served eight years as 
steward, two years as vice-
president, and four years 
as president of AFSCME 
Local #1448. 

“I believe that librar-
ies play an important role 
in a community. They are 
free and open to all. They 
provide access to tech-
nology and learning op-

portunities. They allow 
expansion and realization 
of thoughts, ideas and 
dreams. The only constant 
in libraries is change. We 
change with time, tech-
nology, media formats 
and public demands. But 
what always remains the 
same is staff commitment 
to provide the best service 
possible and the ability to 
produce unbiased infor-
mation for all individu-
als to make up their own 
minds.”  

ICC approves 
ComEd’s rate 
decrease for 
customers

The Illinois Commerce 
Commission recently ap-
proved ComEd's request 
for a $14 million decrease 
in delivery service charges 
in 2021 compared with 
rates in effect this past Jan-
uary. The approval comes 
after an eight-month pro-
ceeding in which regula-
tors, the Illinois attorney 
general, the Illinois Indus-
trial Energy Consumers, 
the Citizens Utility Board 
and others review the costs 
and investments that de-
termine customer rates. It 
marks ComEd's fifth rate 
decrease in the past 10 
years. 

The new delivery rate 
will lower residential cus-
tomer bills by about $1 per 
month. This will result in 
an average monthly bill of 
close to $82, which is lower 
than customer bills in 2008. 
Energy supply charges ac-
count for almost half of the 
monthly residential bill, 
and ComEd does not mark 
up or profit on these costs. 

“Families and businesses 
need to be able to count 
on reliable energy at this 
uncertain time, and they 
need to have confidence 
that we're doing everything 
we can to keep our costs 
low and bills manageable,” 
said CEO Joe Dominguez. 
“I’m proud that we’re able 
to provide a third rate de-
crease in a row during this 
public health crisis. The 
6,000 women and men 
of ComEd have worked 
to implement smart grid 
investments that are con-
sistently providing record 
reliability, efficiencies and 
savings that we pass on to 
our customers.”

Officers Nadeen Halim and 
Layla Khalil load collected 
coats for distribution. 

Illinois tollway extends its popular toll violation relief program 
The Illinois Tollway is 

extending its popular toll 
violation relief program 
through June 30, providing 
drivers with an additional 
six months to take advan-
tage of the TOLLING 2020 
reforms that reduced all ex-
isting $20 and $50 violation 
fines to $3 fee per toll. 

Drivers already have 
taken advantage of the re-
lief program to clear nearly 
160,000 outstanding viola-
tion notices at the reduced 
$3 rate. 

Responding to the strong 
public response to the exist-
ing violation relief program, 
the Illinois Tollway Board 

of Directors voted recently 
to continue the program. 

“We’re giving our cus-
tomers more time to take 
advantage of this program 
to resolve their outstand-
ing unpaid tolls and fines 
at a dramatically reduced 
cost that aligns with the 
new fees instituted as part 
of our TOLLING 2020 re-
forms,” said Illinois Tollway 
Executive Director José Al-
varez. “By extending this 
program, we’re hopeful that 
anyone who was unable to 
take advantage of this relief 
is able to do so in the com-
ing months.” 

Under the violation relief 

program, the Tollway re-
duced all outstanding $20 
and $50 fines on unpaid 
tolls to $3 per toll. This re-
duction is available to any 
drivers previously sent to 
collections for outstanding 
toll violations. 

Drivers with unpaid toll 
violations who do not take 
advantage of the violation 
relief program will see their 
outstanding tolls and origi-
nal fees reinstated after the 
relief program ends. 

The cost reductions of-
fered by the violation relief 
program bring the cost of 
outstanding violation no-
tices in line with the new 

fee structure in TOLLING 
2020, which will continue 
to assess drivers a $3 fee for 
each unpaid toll on a pas-
senger vehicle. 

Previously, a $20 fine 
was assessed for each un-
paid toll if left unpaid. That 
penalty escalates by another 
$50 if the notice remained 
unpaid for an additional 60 
days.  

Customers looking to pay 
unpaid tolls and violations 
or wanting to learn more 
about TOLLING 2020, 
including the new notice 
guidelines, should visit the 
Illinois Tollway’s website at 
www.illinoistollway.com.
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Proud member of following 2021 Chambers

Report finds Illinois places 11th 
largest tax burden on residents 

What is the landscape of 
taxes in America going into 
2021? The Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, which was signed 
into law in 2017 by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, re-
duced personal income tax 
rates for most people across 
the nation. However, that 
same piece of tax legislation 
also put a cap on state and 
local tax (SALT) deduc-
tions. Formerly, taxpayers 
who itemize could deduct 
the total amount of state 
and local taxes paid from 
their federal tax return, 
which significantly reduced 
an individual’s federal tax 
burden. But the new tax 
code caps SALT deductions 
at $10,000, a change that 
has made living in high-tax 
states even more expensive 
for high earners.

The three largest types 
of state and local taxes that 
impact residents in those 
states are sales, property, 
and individual income tax-
es. Based on data from the 
U.S Census Bureau’s most 
recent Annual Survey of 
State and Local Govern-
ment Finances, Americans 
paid $1,869 in sales taxes, 
$1,301 in income taxes, and 
$1,672 in property taxes per 
capita in 2018. Combined, 
this equates to $4,842 per 
capita, or approximately 

8.9% of per capita income. 
But, the total amount of 
taxes paid and the alloca-
tion of those taxes across 
sales, income, and property 
vary widely by state. 

While most states rely 
heavily on these three 
sources of taxes, many of 
the lowest-tax states for 
residents generate tax rev-
enue in ways that do not 
financially burden those 
residents in a direct way. 
For example, North Dakota 
had the highest tax revenue 
growth of any state in 2019; 
the state accomplished this 
through high severance 
taxes on the extraction of 
oil, natural gas, and other 
natural resources. When 
compared to other states, 
North Dakota shifts the tax 
burden from residents to oil 
and gas companies operat-
ing in the state. Similarly, 
Alaska collects no indi-
vidual income tax and also 
boasts relatively low sales 
taxes. The state generates 
the bulk of its revenue (as 
high as 70% in some years) 
through the taxation of oil 
and natural gas production, 
while keeping taxes on indi-
vidual residents low.

To identify the states with 
the largest and smallest tax 
burdens for residents, re-
searchers at HireAHelper 

used data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau and U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analy-
sis to calculate the total an-
nual property, income, and 
sales taxes collected in each 
state as a percentage of the 
state’s total annual personal 
income.

Across all 50 states and 
District of Columbia, the 
combined property, in-
come, and sales taxes as a 
percentage of personal in-
come ranges from a low of 
5.04% annually in Alaska 
to a high of 12.80% in New 
York. States with the high-
est tax burdens tend to be 
located in the Northeast-
ern region of the country, 
whereas states with the low-
est tax burden are located in 
the South. 

The analysis found that 
in Illinois, property, in-
come, and sales taxes for 
residents amount to about 
9.48% of income. On aver-
age, residents spend about 
$5,410 annually on these 
taxes. Out of all U.S. states 
and the District of Colum-
bia, Illinois places the 11th 
largest tax burden on its 
residents. Here is a sum-
mary of the data for Illinois:

Property, income, and 
sales taxes as a percentage 
of income: 9.48%

Annual property, in-
come, and sales taxes per 
person: $5,410

Property taxes as a per-
centage of income: 3.98%

Income taxes as a per-
centage of income: 2.10%

Sales taxes as a percent-

age of income: 3.39%
For reference, here are 

the statistics for the entire 
United States:

Property, income, and 
sales taxes as a percentage 
of income: 8.88%

Annual property, in-
come, and sales taxes per 
person: $4,842

Property taxes as a per-
centage of income: 3.07%

Income taxes as a per-
centage of income: 2.39%

Sales taxes as a percent-
age of income: 3.43%

For more information, 
a detailed methodology, 
and complete results, you 
can find the original report 
on HireAHelper’s website: 
www.hireahelper.com/life-
style/states-with-largest-
and-smallest-tax-burden.

Illinois 
minimum 
wage increases 
to $11 an hour

Illinois’ minimum wage 
increased to $11 an hour 
on Friday, January 1 2021. 
The Illinois Department of 
Labor is encouraging em-
ployees to watch their pay-
checks to ensure that time 
worked in 2021 is paid at 
the new rate. 

Gov. JB Pritzker signed 
legislation into law in 2019 
providing a path to a $15 
minimum wage by 2025. 
Minimum wage earners 
received two increases in 
2020 to $9.25 an hour on 
January 1 followed by an 
increase to $10 an hour on 
July 1. The minimum wage 
will continue to increase an 
additional $1 an hour each 
January 1 until it reaches 
$15 an hour in 2025. 

Prior to the 2020 in-
creases, the last time Il-
linois increased its mini-
mum wage was more than 
a decade ago in 2010 when 
it was raised to $8.25. Cook 
County has a higher mini-
mum wage than the state, 
currently $13 an hour. The 
current city of Chicago 
minimum wage is $13.50 
an hour for small employ-
ers (4 to 20 employees) 
and $14 an hour for large 
employers (21 or more em-
ployees). 

The new law maintains 
provisions for employers 
to count gratuities to offset 
wages for workers such as 
food servers who regularly 
earn tips. Tipped employ-
ees may be paid 60 percent 
of the hourly minimum 
wage. These workers must 
still earn the minimum 
wage after receiving tips or 
the employer must make 
up the difference. 

Workers who are un-
der 18 years old and work 
fewer than 650 hours in a 
year will earn a minimum 
wage of $8.50 per hour 
beginning January 1. The 
youth minimum wage rate 
will gradually rise to $13 an 
hour by 2025. 

Employees with prob-
lems regarding the mini-
mum wage can file a com-
plaint with IDOL at the 
following link: https://
www2.illinois.gov/idol/
Pages/Complaints.aspx or 
call 312-793-2800. 

Tinley Park business licenses due for renewal
The Village of Tinley 

Park requires that all busi-
nesses in Tinley Park have a 
valid business license. Vil-
lage business licenses are 
issued on a calendar-year 
basis. The license must be 
renewed by Jan. 31 of each 
year. 

Also required is a Change 
of Use/Owner permit for 
businesses acquiring a pre-
viously occupied commer-
cial or industrial space, or 
acquiring an existing busi-
ness or property. Before a 
lease or sale is complete, 
a Change of Use/Owner 
permit application must 

be completed and returned 
to the Building/Planning 
Department for review to 
ensure the basic zoning 
criteria has been met, and 
an inspection will be per-
formed to make sure the 
space is up to current code. 
A certificate of occupancy 
and business license cannot 
be issued until this process 
is completed. 

Penalty for Failure to 
Obtain/Renew Licenses: 
Any licensee who fails to 
pay the fees and charges for 
a license or permit by Janu-
ary 31 shall be charged a 
penalty. Said penalty shall 

be paid at the time of ob-
taining the license. The 
Village also may take ac-
tion to force the business to 
cease operation if license is 
not obtained. This penalty 
structure is not applicable 
to contractors. 

Liquor License Informa-
tion: For information on 
acquiring a liquor license 
for your business, please 
contact the office of the 
Liquor Commissioner at 
(708) 444-5021. 

For more information 
and application visit our 
website at Business License 
(tinleypark.org). 

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.  

Papers range from 1973 to 2013 and are hosted by the Internet Archive.  
Look at the Oak Lawn Library website at https://www.olpl.org/
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A note from  
St. Lawrence’s 
president

Dear St. Laurence Com-
munity,

I want to thank you once 
again for an amazing year! 
Your support allowed us 
to achieve so much. As 
we say farewell to 2020, I 
wanted to review our top 
ten accomplishments of 
the year (in chronological 
order):

1. Immediate transition 
to asynchronous learning 
in the Spring: St. Laurence 
was the only school in 
the area that maintained 
a normal school schedule 
during quarantine.

2. In-Person graduation 
for the Class of 2020: We 
held THREE separate out-
side graduations in order 
to adhere to health and 
safety regulations. This 
allowed us to provide our 
graduates a proper send 
off and their families a 
memory that they will 
hold onto forever.

3. Grade school summer 
camps: We were able to 
train over 300 total grade 
school students and did so 
in a safe environment: we 
did not have a single CO-
VID case among our camp 
attendees and instructors. 

4. High level training 
for student-athletes: 100% 
of our student-athletes 
had the opportunity to 
maintain their workout 
program at STL because 
of our Sports Performance 
Team.

5. Service to those mar-
ginalized by poverty and 
injustice: We created a 
working Task Force to 
build upon our school 
culture and raised nearly 
$300k from our generous 
alumni and friends for our 
families negatively im-
pacted by COVID. 

6. Introduction of our 
hybrid model: We created 
8 cohorts in order to max-
imize in-person learning 
and minimize COVID 
cases at STL. As a result, 
we never had to quaran-
tine an entire cohort. A 
special thanks to our resil-
ient teachers who quickly 
adjusted to the needs of 
our students!

7. Continued recruit-
ment of future Viking 
families: Our admissions 
team adjusted all events 
in order to make sure they 
could safely show our great 
school to all prospective 
families who wanted to 
learn more. This included 
creating more personal 
tours and working more 
evenings and weekends. 
The hard work resulted 
in our third consecutive 
year of over 300 testers! 
STL will maintain one of 
the only growing school 
populations in the area 
and surpass 850 students 
next year!

8. Execution of the most 
successful fundraising ef-
forts and Giving Tuesday 
in school history: Our 
development team raised 
over $100k in one day and 
had over 360 participants! 
They continued to execute 

all alumni events in a safe 
manner and are on track 
for the largest fundrais-
ing year, all during a pan-
demic.

9. Successful comple-
tion of International Bac-
calaureate World School 
certification: It’s official! 
Our IB Diploma Program 
will launch in Fall 2021. 
Special congratulations to 
Director of Strategic De-
velopment Pete Lotus and 
all IB teachers for their 
hard work throughout the 
application and candidacy 
process. 

10. Preparation to bring 
our students back to 100% 
in-person learning at a 
safe time in the Spring: 
Our leadership team re-
mains committed to the 
wellbeing of our students, 
teachers and families as we 
plan for the future!

None of these achieve-
ments would be possible 
without our faith and trust 
in God and the contin-
ued support and outreach 
from our community.

In closing, please be on 
the lookout for STL! We 
will come out stronger 
than ever before because 
of our amazing fam-
ily (faculty, teachers, stu-
dents, parents and alum-
ni) who came together for 
one purpose: to live our 
lives as freely and safely as 
possible. Let’s all pray for 
a year of joy and peace in 
2021.

God Bless,
Joseph A. Martinez '99
President, St. Laurence 

High School

Happy New Year from...

  
 

  
For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

Hurley-backed law caps out-of-pocket insulin cost 
To make lifesaving med-

ication more affordable 
for diabetic Illinoisans, 
state Rep. Fran Hurley, 
D-Chicago, recently sup-
ported a new measure to 
cap out-of-pocket insulin 
costs. 

This new law took effect 
this month.

“There are many resi-
dents of our state who rely 
on insulin for their liveli-
hood, but insulin prices 
have soared exponentially 
in recent years,” said Hur-
ley. “Nobody should have 
to choose between paying 

for their medication or 
putting food on the table 
and keeping a roof over 
their head.” 

Hurley supported Sen-
ate Bill 667 which caps the 
co-pay for insulin at $100 
for a 30-day supply. There 
are 1.3 million adult dia-
betics in Illinois, many of 
whom regularly rely on 
insulin to maintain their 
health. According to the 
American Diabetes As-
sociation (ADA), insulin 
prices tripled between 
2002 and 2013, and the av-
erage price of insulin has 

increased by 64% since 
Jan. 2014. 

“I am proud to have 
supported this new law, 
which proves Illinois to 
be a leader in providing 
relief from outrageous 
prescription drug costs,” 
continued Hurley. “I will 
continue working to build 
a stronger Illinois and for 
access to affordable health 
care.” 

For more information, 
contact Hurley’s constitu-
ent service office at 773-
445-8128 or RepFranHur-
ley@gmail.com. 

Oak Lawn  
library reopens 

The Oak Lawn Public 
Library, 9427 S. Raymond 
Ave, reopened to the pub-
lic on Monday, Jan. 4, 2021 
for limited “Grab and Go” 
services. As before, we are 
offering early hours from 
10-11 a.m. for seniors and 
those with disabilities, and 
then to the general public 
at 11 a.m. The Computer 
Center will be open, and 
we will offer two walk-up 
computers on the second 
floor. All Study and Meet-
ing Rooms are closed. No 
donations are being ac-
cepted at this time. All 
book and material returns 
should be deposited in the 
three book drops outside 
the Library building. The 
Library requires all pa-
trons to wear masks and 

practice social distancing. 
Library hours: (senior 

hours from 10-11 a.M. Ev-
ery day) 

Monday through Thurs-
day: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday: 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sundays: closed 
Curbside service is of-

fered during all hours the 
Library is open. We are 
also offering a variety of 

virtual programs, events, 
and resources, please visit 
www.olpl.org to learn 
more. 

The Library is closely 
following Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker's Tier 3 pandem-
ic guidelines and is con-
stantly monitoring local 
COVID-19 case numbers. 
If numbers spike, we will 
announce another clos-
ing. 
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PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

JANE NOLAN
Palos Township Clerk

10802 South Roberts Road
Palos Hills, IL.
708-598-4418

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

Lupus support group hosts author
Speaker & author Don-

na Oram, author of “When 
Lupus Throws You for A 
Loop” will participate in 
a Lupus Spoons support 
group on Jan. 9 at 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A support group is run 
by and for people with a 
common life situation and 
comprised of people will-
ing to talk freely and to 
trust openly in the good 
will of other group mem-

bers. A support group pro-
vides a source of informa-
tion, a place to be yourself 
and is open to the public. 

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Tau-
rean Jackson at 312-542-
0002. 

Meeting dates and times 
are subject to change and 
notifications will be pro-
vided by the volunteer 
support group leader di-
rectly to participants. 

Palos Twp. Health Service 
Palos Township is hold-

ing two health events in 
January.

On Jan. 25, Cholesterol 
and Hemoglobin A1C test-
ing. 8:30 a.m. to noon. Fees 

Apply 
On Jan 26, Hearing 

Screening. 9 a.m. to noon. 
Free. 

Please call 708-598-2441 
to register for all events. 

Everbridge  
replaces  
reverse 911 
notifications 

In the past, the City of 
Oak Forest has reached 
out to citizens via Re-
verse 911 calls. This has 
changed to a new system 
called Everbridge Emer-
gency Alerts. 

 By going to the Ever-
bridge website Oak For-
est, Public, Sign In (ev-
erbridge.net), you can 
sign-up and create an ac-
count. Enter a cell phone 
number for voice and text, 
landline phone number 
for voice, email address 
for notifications, as well 
as home address. Enter-
ing your home address 
helps the City of Oak For-
est send messages to only 
certain areas of the town 
that a particular emer-
gency is taking place, such 
as a water main break, for 
example. 

 Creating an account 
will also give you access to 
make future modifications 
to your account when 
needed, such as change of 
phone number, email, and 
home address. 

Additionally, if you ever 
move and do not want any 
notifications from the City 
of Oak Forest, you have 
the ability to delete ac-
count. 

Everbridge is a valuable 
tool for the city and for 
citizens who want to be 
informed. 

Together We 
Cope Food 
Drive 

Together We Cope 
(TWC) is a homeless pre-
vention agency based 
in Tinley Park. TWC 
serves 27 communities 
in 4 townships including 
Palos Township. The mis-
sion is to bridge the gap 
for southland residents in 

temporary crisis. TWC 
feeds nearly 5,000 people 
a month and distributes 
personal care products that 
are not covered by the food 
stamp program. Visit www.
togetherwecope.org for 
more information. Many 
faces a challenge every 
week. There are more re-
quests then donations. 

There are plenty of items 
needed. If you don’t see 
anything you care to do-
nate on this list, please take 
a look at the larger list of 
items on the Together We 
Cope website. 

Donations should be 
turned in at the Kaptur Ad-
ministrative Center (8999 
123rd St.) by Friday, Jan. 8.

Please sign up today! 
Palos Township Health 

Service Events is at 10802 
S. Roberts Road. Call 708-
598-2441.

Nicor Energy  
Assistance 
Programs 

As COVID-19 contin-
ues to impact communi-
ties across the country, Ni-
cor Gas knows it can be a 
stressful and even confus-
ing time for many of their 
customers. 

Whether you’re a home-
owner or trying to run 
your business, Nicor Gas 
wants to make sure you 
have all the information 
you need to stay safe and 
healthy during this time. 

There is a lot of infor-
mation that can be found 
about energy assistance 
programs, You can find 
accurate and up-to-date 
information on nicorgas.
com.

P.A.W.S. seeks donations
The People’s Animal 

Welfare Society of Tinley 
Park is a no-kill animal 
shelter dedicated to the 
protection of domestic ani-
mals and the prevention of 
animal cruelty in the sur-
rounding communities. 
They provide shelter to 
abandoned, lost and relin-
quished pets. They provide 
humane education in ani-
mal care to the communi-
ties. They strive to prevent 
overpopulation by offer-
ing spay/neuter programs, 
rather than through the 
use of euthanasia. They are 
dedicated to finding safe 
and permanent new homes 
for our domestic animals, 
as well as helping the public 
choose the right compan-
ions for their families. Do-

nations can benefit animals 
in different ways. Please 
visit www.pawstinleypark.
org . 

Supplies for the Animals: 
Dogs: Evangers Canned 
Food; Science Diet Dry 
Food (Puppy, Maintenance, 
Lamb and Rice, Small Bites, 
etc.) Buckle Collars of all 
sizes; 4 foot and 6-foot Ny-
lon Leashes; Kongs. Cats: 
KMR Kitten Formula, Pu-
rina Friskies Canned Food 
(no fish), Science Diet 
Dry Food (Kitten, Mainte-
nance, Light, Senior, etc.) 
Kitty Toys. Bedding: Twin 
and Full size blankets; Bath 
Towels. 

Donations should be 
turned in at the Kaptur Ad-
ministrative Center (8999 
123rd St.) by Friday, Jan. 8.

Brookfield Zoo continuing ‘Bringing the Zoo to You’ Facebook Live Chats 
Chicago Zoological So-

ciety’s animal care staff 
will once again present its 
“Bringing the Zoo to You” 
Facebook Live chats on 
Mondays through Fridays 
while Brookfield Zoo is 
closed in January and Feb-
ruary. The weekday chats 
are a way to keep the zoo 
and its amazing animals 
connected to the public 
during its temporary clo-
sure before reopening to 
guests on March 1. The 
chats became popular 
when the zoo was previ-
ously closed earlier in 2020 
from mid-March through 
June to help mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Beginning Monday, 
January 4, and continu-
ing through February, 
each weekday at 11 a.m., 

animal care specialists at 
Brookfield Zoo will share 
interesting and fun facts 
about many of the animals 
as well as answer ques-
tions from viewers. Up-
coming educational and 
entertaining chats will 
feature an update on Pis-

tachio, a Kemp’s ridley sea 
turtle who arrived at the 
zoo this fall of 2020; Hum-
boldt penguins; North 
American river otters; 
snow leopards; Raisin, a 
Hoffman’s two-toed sloth; 
and orangutans, to name 
just a few. 

Those who cannot tune 
in at 11 a.m. can access 
“Bringing the Zoo to You” 
videos on Brookfield Zoo’s 
Facebook page and You-
Tube channel. 

In addition to the live 
chats, the Chicago Zoo-
logical Society’s education 
staff is producing weekly 
videos called “Bring-
ing the Play Zoo to You,” 
which are geared towards 
young children. Play part-
ners will present a differ-
ent theme each week that 
highlights ways kids can 
explore nature, learn about 
animals, and do fun activi-
ties from home. Posted on 
Brookfield Zoo’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel 
every Thursday, each of 
the videos are available in 
both English and Spanish. 

An upcoming chat will be about Humboldt penguins.
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Moraine Valley International  
Student Ambassadors donate toys 
and clothes to charities 

Students from the Mo-
raine Valley Community 
College International 
Student Ambassadors 
donated toys to the Pedi-
atric Oncology Treasure 
Chest Foundation in Or-
land Park and socks to We 
Care of Grundy County in 
Morris, Illinois. 

Because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, student 
organizations were un-
able to meet or fundraise 
as normal this semester. 
However, the Interna-
tional Student Ambassa-
dors had funds previously 
saved and wanted to give 
back to those in need. 

“This semester, they 
wanted to focus on activi-
ties that would be educa-
tional, an opportunity for 
cross-cultural exchange 
where they could give 
back to the community,” 
said Nereida Encina,  
Moraine Valley interna-
tional student services 
specialist and Internation-
al Student Ambassadors 
co-advisor. 

The students purchased 
Barbies, Play-Doh, cards, 
stuffed animals and little 

cars for the Treasure Chest 
Foundation. Prior to the 
donation, the charity 
hadn’t received as many 
contributions because of 
the pandemic. 

“The lady to whom we 
gave the toys was really 
happy. They showed us 
the place, and they have a 
big warehouse. It felt good 
to give back to them. We 
hope all the kids that re-
ceive the toys are happy as 
well,” said Nicolette Pena 
Lara, International Stu-
dent Ambassador from 
Mexico. 

“We as an organization 
knew that it was our re-
sponsibility to give back 
to the community,” added 
Chinny Ebisi, Internation-
al Student Ambassador 
from Nigeria.  

In addition to donat-
ing locally, one student 
ambassador, who takes 
classes from Saudi Arabia 
and intends to eventually 
study on campus, decided 
to give back where he lives 
and donated food to peo-
ple in need. 

“I think it was a great 
opportunity for our stu-

dent ambassadors to dem-
onstrate their appreciation 
to the community that 
has been their home away 
from home, and to these 
organizations that have 
supported those in need 
for years,” Encina said. 
“We are extremely proud 
that the students were able 
to put a smile on those 
kids’ faces and to people in 
need this holiday season. 

We also are delighted that 
our ambassadors learned 
about different organiza-
tions within the commu-
nity and the support ser-
vices they offer. The fact 
that one student was able 
to give back to his own 
community, across the 
world from us, shows that 
Moraine Valley and our 
student impact is world-
wide.” 

Holiday Toy Drive  in Oak Lawn
For the past twenty-four 

years, the Pediatric Oncol-
ogy Treasure Chest Foun-
dation has pursued its 
mission of providing com-
fort and distraction from 
painful procedures to chil-
dren and teens fighting 
cancer by providing toys, 
gifts and gift cards. When 
a child must endure the 
rigors of cancer treatment, 
there is little anyone can 
do to take away the pain. 
However, thanks to the ef-
forts of this unique Foun-
dation, there are treasure 
chests filled with donated 
toys, gifts and gift cards at 
61 nationwide treatment 
centers including Advo-
cate Hope Children’s Hos-
pital in Oak Lawn, IL. Last 
year more than 14,400 
children with cancer ben-
efitted from this vital pro-
gram every month. 

 The Foundation needs 
our help in order to keep 

the treasure chests full for 
the brave children and 
teens fighting cancer. We 
are asking families to do-
nate to the City of Oak 
Forest Holiday Toy Drive. 
All donations will be used 
for the treasure chest pro-
gram. Toys and gifts in all 
shapes, sizes and varieties 
are welcomed, although 
we do request that no 
stuffed animals be donat-
ed. 

 Toys, gifts for teens or 
gift cards in increments of 
$5.00 may be dropped off 
at City Hall through Janu-
ary 8, 2021. At City of Oak 
Forest, 15440 S. Central 
Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 

 On behalf of the City 
of Oak Forest and the 
children and teens who 
benefit from the Pediatric 
Oncology Treasure Chest 
Foundation, we thank you 
in advance for your gener-
ous donation. 

Phuong Tran, left, and Chinny Ebisi helped donate toys and 
socks to area charities.

Tinley Park puts out Call to Artists  
Are you an artist who's 

itching to create? Why not 
submit a design for the Vil-
lage's 2021 Benches on the 
Avenue public art program? 

Next year's benches will 
be themed “Album Cover 
Tour” and will feature some 
of the most iconic and 
memorable record art of all 
time. The Village is looking 
for artists to create unique, 
imaginative, three-dimen-
sional designs that are kid- 
and family-friendly. All 
genres and eras of music are 
welcome, and portrayals 

should be vibrant, colorful 
and include some degree of 
three-dimensional art. 

Benches on the Avenue 
will run from May to Oc-
tober in Downtown Tinley. 
Each bench will be spon-
sored by a local business 
or individual who will take 
possession of it at the end of 
the season. Anyone with an 
imagination and a bit of ar-
tistic creativity can submit 
an entry! 

Learn more on the Vil-
lage website at TinleyPark.
org/Benches. 

‘Come Home, Indio’  
by Jim Terry 
Lorraine Schmall 
Dearborn Park

After the fall of Rome, when Visigoths and Vi-
kings marauded and pillaged the western world, 
books were painstakingly created and copied by 
monks, whose gorgeous calligraphy and illustra-
tions were not only text but art. 

Fortunately, that practice is not lost.  
Like a 5th Century disciple of St. Benedict, Chi-

cagoan Jim Terry, in his graphic memoir in black 
and white, “Come Home, Indio,” exemplifies that 
same pain of monastic creation: “two fingers hold 
the pen, but the whole-body toils.” 

Terry, who was chosen to create the first cover 
for Marvel Comic’s Indigenous Voices, shares his 
life in a mixed medium that is both agonizing and 
uplifting. His professional colleagues said Terry 
“knocked it out of the park artistically.”

Nor does his prose disappoint. 
His story is compelling: Jim’s parents came from 

radically different worlds, though separated by only 
a few hundred miles, and consequently, Terry felt 
like a “half-breed imposter.” His dad was an angry 
Irish American bass-player from Chicago’s suburbs. 
His mother was a conflicted feminist and repository 
of the “old ways” of her Ho-Chunk heritage, who’d 
been raised on a reservation in the Wisconsin Dells 
where tourists came to watch dances, buy trinkets, 
and experience “Indian” culture. After their mar-
riage fell apart, and his mom married another white 
man, Terry and his sister uneasily split their time 
between parents.

Terry’s art shows that, though his family members 
loved him, they were complex people often knocked 
off their feed by their addictions. Terry eventually 
suffers from his own poor choices and bloody-bad 
DNA. The potent combination of his text and his 
art creates such bathos that we feel, for a time, that 
we are living his life. 

It is a slim book but not a fast read, because “In-
dio” beckons us into his heart, psyche and soul. We 
are drawn in to his drawings: his mother and father 
and step-father with little bubbles over their heads, 
puffing on cigarettes, sundry beer cans about, tears 
or scowls plastering their faces; two tiny figures, ly-
ing on the floor in near-darkness, pulling back the 
curtains to see if their parents were finally coming 
home; a 10-year-old slumped in his school desk, a 
frown on his face, while his teachers praised Co-
lumbus or Pilgrims or Andrew (“Indian killer”) 
Jackson; an older Jim Terry, kneeling in despair, 
or giving thanks, or praying for guidance; awe-in-
spired drawings of people and images on the Stand-
ing Rock Reservation. 

Sentimental but searing, this is no Christmas 
book, but it’s a fine (belated) Christmas gift. Sup-
port local art. 

Book
Review

Thank you for reading. This paper is out because of you, the customer.
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Crafters 
Corner & More

Crafters Crafters 
Corner & MoreCorner & MoreService DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory

Looking for a place  
for your Directory?  
Call 708-425-1910  
or visit vvnew.com.

Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

real esTaTe Broker

Carol O’Malley
Real Estate Broker
Indiana & Illinois

708-703-8330
brokeromalley@gmail.com

9755 W. 143rd St.
Orland Park, IL 60462

CarolOMalley.com

snow removal

Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.

Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discounts

708-424-4306

Residential Snow Removal

CALL NOW - SPACE IS LIMITED

Member of

Funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

WANTED
FLORIST &

UNIQUE
VENDORS

Call Debbie 708-752-5397

Burgers

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Happy New Year
Carry Out

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

We Salute Special
Olympics Chicago

Statepoint Crossword
Theme: International Menu

ACROSS
1. Arithmetic operation
6. Romantic getaway desti-
nation
9. “Hold on!”
13. Foolish
14. Unit of electrical resis-
tance
15. Ann Patchett’s novel “Bel 
____”
16. Parallel grooves
17. New Zealand’s bygone 
bird
18. Daisy-like bloom
19. *En ____, cooked and 
served in individual pot
21. *Raw fish
23. Like Second Testament
24. Archipelago unit
25. Fool’s Day mo.

28. “Days” in Havana
30. Just one of TV’s “Ameri-
can ____”
35. Russian mountain range
37. Urban haze
39. Spiral-horned African 
antelope
40. Aggressive remark
41. 10 percent to charity, e.g.
43. Milk choice
44. Burnt ____
46. “Nobody ____ It Better”
47. London art museum
48. Evening party
50. Boll weevil, e.g.
52. Dianne Feinstein, abbr.
53. Windmill blade
55. “... ____ he drove out of 
sight”
57. *It’s battered and fried
61. *Cheese and potato 
dumplings
65. Loudspeaker noise

66. Sheep sound
68. Frank Wright’s middle 
name
69. Atones, archaic
70. Days of ____
71. Containing fat
72. Cut the crop
73. College degrees

74. Stainless material

DOWN
1. Catchall abbr.
2. Gung-ho about
3. DEA agent
4. Jimmy Hoffa’s organiza-
tion

5. Position while landing
6. A few
7. *Vietnamese soup
8. Accumulate
9. Done in loads
10. Opposing prefix
11. Unit on a list
12. Torus, pl.
15. Milk protein
20. *Cocktail garnish
22. Mont Blanc, e.g.
24. Heavy hydrogen, e.g.
25. *With jus
26. First-rate
27. Browning’s “____ ben 
Ezra”
29. In the thick of
31. Benign lump
32. New Zealand parrots
33. Like NCAA’s eight
34. *Japanese noodle soup

36. Suggestive look
38. *Clarified butter
42. Ruhr’s industrial center
45. “The Dean Martin Show” 
and “The Carol Burnett 
Show”
49. Lobe locale
51. Ogres of the Norse
54. Bigwig in the Orient
56. Approval of the audience
57. Tow rope alternative
58. River in Bohemia
59. Comedian Rudolph
60. “Dead Poets Society” 
school, e.g.
61. Cowboy’s prods
62. Apple leftover
63. Jekyll’s alter ego
64. Bucolic poem
67. *____ ____ mode

Are you having a Wedding in 2021? Send 
us your picture and wedding information 
for our Wedding and Valentine’s Day issue 

February 2. Call Linda at 708-425-1910  
or email to vvnew@sbcglobal.net with 

your name and phone number.
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Rates starting at $20, 
Call Linda at  
708-425-1910

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Attorney at Law

Licensed over 36 Years! 
Graduate of Brother Rice High 

School and St. Xavier University.
Professionally licensed 

and insured.

CALL: 

ATTORNEY 
MICHAEL J. 
MASLANKA 
(312) 641-2424

FREE ATTORNEY 
CONSULTATION IN 
HOME, IN OFFICE, 

OR BY ZOOM
(Most general practice 

matters)

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

GET THOSE LEGAL 
DOCUMENTS 
DONE NOW.

Insurance

GUARANTEED ISSUE
LIFE INSURANCE

Everyone Qualifies
Ages 0 thru 85 up to $25,000
Call Chris Light @ 708-687-0142

Find out how to qualify up to
150k if you work full time.

Caregiver

Certified
Home Care

Providing
Support to

Seniors for 36 yrs.
that promotes

comfort &
Wellness 

Exc. Ref's / Cert. CPR

708-244-4017

Sewing

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED
Alvernia Manor

Senior Living
Dining

Room Aid
Part Time Cook
House Keeper

CNA'S all Shifts
630-257-7721

Help Wanted
Roofers Needed

Need your own Transportion
Must Have your own Tools

773-474-4963

Basement/Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Auto Wanted

WANTED!
CARS, TRUCKS

& VANS
Running or Not

Top Dollar Paid!!!!
Free Pick -Up

Locally Located

708-205-8241

WANTED!
WE NEED

CARS, TRUCKS
& VANS

Running or Not
from Old to New!
Top Dollar Paid!!!!

Free Pick -Up
Locally Located

708-205-8241

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMESSix Steps To 

Help Students 
(NAPSI) Getting into col-

lege can seem complicated, 
even overwhelming, but 
help is available.

To support students and 
families, the College Board 
(the creator of the SAT and 
Advanced Placement) has 
launched a first-of-its-kind 
national scholarship pro-
gram that serves as a simple 
college planning guide for 
all students. It explains what 
to do and when to do it.

These College Board Op-
portunity Scholarships lay 
out six simple steps that all 
students can take to get into 
college. Completing each 
step will earn a chance for 
a scholarship; completing 
all six will earn students a 
chance to win $40,000 for 
their college education.

These six steps help stu-
dents plan by making a 
good starter college list, help 
them prepare so they can 
take their best shot and help 
them pay for college:

1. Build a College List: 
Students get started by ex-
ploring colleges they’re in-
terested in.

2. Practice for the SAT: 
Students use Official SAT 
Practice on Khan Academy 
to help them get ready for 
test day.

3. Improve SAT Scores: 

Students show how practice 
pays off by improving their 
SAT score.

4. Strengthen College 
Lists: Students make sure 
their college list is a mix 
of academic safety, fit and 
reach schools.

5. Complete the FAFSA: 
Students fill out the free gov-
ernment form to apply for 
financial aid.

6. Apply to Colleges: Stu-
dents apply to the schools 
they want to attend.

One thing that makes 
these scholarships differ-
ent from other programs 
is that they’re about how 
much students grow, not 
how high they score. They 
don’t require an essay or an 
application and don’t have 
a minimum GPA or SAT 
score requirement. Instead, 
the program rewards all 
students’ efforts and actions 
on their way to college. The 
more effort students put in 
and actions they complete, 
the more chances they have 
to earn a college scholarship.

The College Board is in-
vesting $25 million over five 
years. A total of $5 million is 
available for each graduat-
ing class, beginning with the 
class of 2020. All students 
are invited.

No need to 
‘warm up’  
modern  
vehicles

(NAPS) When the weath-
er is cold, many motorists 
wonder if they need to let 
their vehicle “warm up” or 
idle before driving. In fact, 
today’s modern cars are 
ready to drive in the cold 
without excessive idling.

The idea of idling before 
driving dates back to when 
cars were built with carbu-
retors. With new fuel-injec-
tion technology, complex 
computer systems and thin-
ner synthetic oils, drivers 
don’t need to warm up their 
cars before hitting the road.

According to the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), “When a car 
idles for more than 30 sec-
onds, it has several negative 
effects, such as increasing 
air pollution unnecessar-
ily, wasting fuel and money 
and causing excessive wear 
or even damaging a car’s 
engine components, in-

cluding cylinders, spark 
plugs and the exhaust sys-
tem. Contrary to popular 
belief, idling isn’t an effec-
tive way to warm up most 
car engines.”

“Unless you are trying 
to defrost the windshield 
or warm the interior of 
your car, idling is not re-
quired for today’s vehicles,” 
said Rich White, executive 
director, Car Care Coun-
cil. “In most cases, idling 
longer than 30 seconds is 
unnecessary, even on the 
coldest days. The best way 
to warm up your car’s en-
gine is to drive gently at the 
start. Remember, a vehicle 
gets zero miles per gallon 
when idling and the result 
is lower fuel economy and 
wasted money.”

The Car Care Coun-

cil has a free 80-page Car 
Care Guide for motorists 
that features several pages 
of fuel economy and envi-
ronmental awareness tips. 
Available in English and 
Spanish, the popular guide 
uses easy-to-understand, 
everyday language rather 
than technical automotive 
jargon and fits easily in a 
glove box.

The non-profit Car Care 
Council is the source of in-
formation for the “Be Car 
Care Aware” consumer ed-
ucation campaign promot-
ing the benefits of regular 
vehicle care, maintenance 
and repair to consumers. 

To order a free copy of the 
popular Car Care Guide, 
visit the council’s consumer 
education website at www.
carcare.org.

Social engagement
(NAPSI) Maintaining social con-

nections and staying mentally and 
physically active is key to reducing 
social isolation and loneliness among 
older adults, particularly now during 
the COVID-19 national health crisis. 

There are many opportunities for 
older adults and caregivers to remain 
engaged and connected to their fam-
ily, friends and community with and 
without technology during the pan-
demic. Here are a few suggestions all 
of us might consider during this time: 

Reach out. Try to call a family mem-
ber or friend every day, write them a 
note or send a card. 

Stay active, mentally and physi-
cally. Move more and sit less. Engage 
in physical activity such as a walk or 
online group exercise classes. 

Flex your brain. Draw a sketch, 
write a poem or short story, or start 
journaling. 

Create connections using technol-
ogy. Use online tools to connect with 
friends and family. Attend virtual 
events and concerts or tour museums 
from home. Read a book online. 

Volunteer and share your skills from 
home. Develop a virtual mentoring 
relationship with a student through a 
local college or connect with your lo-
cal Area Agency on Aging to find op-
portunities to help others.

Through its website, www.elder-
care.acl.gov, and national Call Center 
at 1-(800)-677-1116, the Eldercare 
 Locator can inform and connect older 
adults and caregivers to local pro-
grams and services that provide a vari-
ety of ways to stay connected to others 
in their communities to reduce social 
isolation and loneliness.
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New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry

Wednesday Special

Double Load Washes

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

We will Wash/Dry/Fold
your clothes for only lb.

$125

$199

Soap OperaSoap OperaSoap Opera
Laundromat

*With our Wash Club
Membership Loyalty access card.

JANUARY SPECIAL
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Bring in 10lbs. or more of Wash-Dry-Fold Laundry
and receive a coupon for an additional

10lbs FREE on your next visit. ($12.50 value/20lb. minimum)

WINTER SPECIAL

Open
24 hrs.
7 days

a week*

WI-Fi Access
3-32” HDTV’s

FREE

FREE Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $2
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15
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VOTE

VOTEAUGUST
(O’NEILL)

DEUSER
STATE REP 2022

P R I M A R Y -  M A R C H  1 5 ,  2 0 2 2

PRO LIFE · PRO 2ND AMMENDMENT
PRO POLICE · PRO EDUCATION
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