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Pappas: Pay First Installment Cook County property taxes through May 3 with no late fee 
Thanks to a change in 

the law, property owners 
have two extra months to 
pay their First Installment 
Cook County property 
tax bills without a late fee, 
through May 3, 2021, Trea-
surer Maria Pappas said 
recently. 

“While we hope and 

pray for better days ahead, 
the pandemic continues 
to test us,” Pappas said. 
“This waiver of late fees 
offers some relief to the 
thousands of homeowners 
and business people who 
are struggling to pay their 
bills.” 

The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners in No-
vember waived for two 
months the 1.5 percent per 
month late fee on all Tax 
Year 2020 property taxes. 
Taxpayers can pay the First 
Installment, due March 
2, 2021, without a late fee 
through May 3, 2021. Late 
fees also will be waived for 

two months for the Second 
Installment, due later this 
year. 

Tax bills should start ar-
riving in the mailboxes of 
the owners of about 1.8 
million homes, businesses 
and land, Pappas said. 

Taxpayers should look at 
the front of the bill where a 

section called “Taxing Dis-
trict Debt and Financial 
Data,” provides informa-
tion for each taxing dis-
trict, including: 

Money owed by your 
taxing districts 

Pension and health care 
amounts promised by your 
taxing districts 

Amount of pension and 
health care shortage 

Percentage of pension 
and health care costs tax-
ing districts are able to pay 

Property owners can pay 
their bills by visiting cook-
countytreasurer.com and 
entering their street ad-
dress. 

ACA Marketplace is Reopening for Illinoisans to 
Purchase Health Insurance Coverage 

Governor JB Pritzker 
is encouraging eligible Il-
linoisans who do not have 
health insurance to enroll 
in an ACA Health Insur-
ance Marketplace. An ex-
ecutive order signed by 
President Biden allows 
states, including Illinois, 
which utilize the federal 
marketplace to reopen this 
month to help more people 
purchase health insurance 
coverage. The 2021 Special 
Enrollment Period (SEP) in 
Response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic runs through 
May 15, 2021. 

“Access to health care 
is a right, not a privilege, 
and ensuring you and your 
loved ones are covered is 
even more essential as we 
continue to battle the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thanks to President Biden’s 
executive order, Illinois-

ans will have an additional 
opportunity to enroll in 
a health insurance plan 
through the ACA Mar-
ketplace,” said Governor 
JB Pritzker. “I applaud the 
Biden-Harris administra-
tion for their commitment 
to supporting states during 
this historic time and giving 
Illinois residents the tools, 
they need to stay safe.” 

Federal marketplace 
numbers show that more 
than 291-thousand Illi-
noisans enrolled in ACA 
Marketplace plans during 
the enrollment period end-
ing last year. IDOI Acting 
Director Dana Popish Sev-
eringhaus said that those 
numbers will likely in-
crease. 

“We know families in Il-
linois are still hurting from 
the impact of COVID-19, 
whether they’re suffering 

from unemployment or 
caring for loved ones with 
the disease,” said Director 
Popish Severinghaus. “If 
you’ve lost your job-based 
health coverage or are un-
insured for any reason, 
this is your opportunity to 
enroll in an ACA Market-
place health plan. You will 
not need to provide docu-
mentation of a qualifying 
life event which is typically 
required during a special 
enrollment period.” 

The 2021 SEP in Re-
sponse to COVID-19 also 
allows people currently en-
rolled in an ACA Market-
place health plan to change 
plans. Consumers can visit 
www.getcoveredillinois.gov 
for more information and 
to get answers to frequently 
asked questions about SEPs. 

Get Covered Illinois 
(GCI) is the official health 

marketplace or “exchange” 
for Illinois consumers to 
purchase quality, affordable 
health insurance, facilitated 
by the federal government 
through the ACA Market-
place. 

For more information 
on the 2021 Special Enroll-
ment Period in Response 
to COVID-19 for the ACA 
Marketplace, visit: 

www.getcoveredillinois.
gov 

For information about 
insurance and COVID-19, 
visit the Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance: https://
insurance.illinois.gov/con-
sumer/COVID-19.html.

A message from Blue Island 
about the wintry weather

With extreme tempera-
tures expected, please 
be advised the following 
warming centers will be 
open and available: 

John D. Rita Recreation 
Center, 2905 141st St. 

Salvation Army, 2900 
127th St.

Police Department Lob-

by, 13031 Greenwood Ave.
Meadows Golf Course, 

2804 123rd St.
Snow Route Reminder: 

Vehicles parked on a snow 
route with more than 2 
inches of snow will be tick-
eted and/or towed. Please 
help our Public Works help 
you! 

Moraine Valley Foundation scholarship application is available 
The Moraine Valley 

Community College Foun-
dation scholarship applica-
tion is now available. Stu-
dents can apply for more 
than 160 scholarships rang-
ing from $250 to $5,000 to 
be used during the fall 2021 
and spring 2022 semesters. 
The application period will 
run through March 31. 

“Thanks to the gener-
osity of our donors, the 
Foundation is able to award 
hundreds of scholarships 
to deserving students,” said 
Patti Friend, director of 
Alumni and Annual Pro-
grams. “During the pan-
demic, students’ needs have 
been greater than ever, so 
knowing we are helping 

them achieve their dreams 
during a challenging time is 
especially rewarding.” 

The Foundation provides 
scholarships to offset the 
cost of tuition, books, fees 
and supplies for new and 
current Moraine Valley stu-
dents. These scholarships 
are awarded based on fi-
nancial need, field of study, 

academic achievement, 
career choice, personal ac-
complishments, communi-
ty volunteerism and more. 
Details about the scholar-
ships and the application 
can be found at moraine-
valley.edu/scholarships. 

Contact Friend at (708) 
974-5551 or friendp5@mo-
rainevalley.edu.  

Lupus Society of Illinois 
Hosting Free Webinar

This free presentation 
presented by the Lupus 
Society of Illinois (LSI) 
will provide information 
anyone with lupus should 
know. This overview of 
lupus begins with the his-
tory of lupus and contin-
ues to include information 
on symptoms, treatments, 
medications and labs.

Presenter Zineb Aouhab, 
M.D. is originally from 
Morocco and attended 
medical school at Hassan 
2 University of Casablanca. 
She came to Chicago and 
completed her internal 
medicine residency at Stro-
ger Hospital.

Dr. Aouhab is currently 
an Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, Loyola Univer-
sity Medical Center, Divi-
sion of Rheumatology.

Dr. Aouhab is very in-

terested in lupus in general 
and lupus health dispari-
ties in particular. She looks 
forward to contributing 
in education about lupus 
symptom recognition and 
early referral to rheuma-
tologists.

LSI is the Midwest’s 
leading nonprofit health 
organization dedicated to 
finding the causes and cure 
for lupus

The webinar is Tues-
day, March 23, from 6 to 7 
p.m. Attend via computer, 
smartphone, tablet or tele-
phone.

The cost is free, but reg-
istration is required. Go to 
lupusil.org/know or call 
312-542-0002.

 This event is made pos-
sible through a grant from 
GlaxoSmithKline. https://
www.usinlupus.com.
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Pappas: Pay First Installment Cook County property taxes through May 3 with no late fee 
Thanks to a change in 

the law, property owners 
have two extra months to 
pay their First Installment 
Cook County property 
tax bills without a late fee, 
through May 3, 2021, Trea-
surer Maria Pappas said 
recently. 

“While we hope and 

pray for better days ahead, 
the pandemic continues 
to test us,” Pappas said. 
“This waiver of late fees 
offers some relief to the 
thousands of homeowners 
and business people who 
are struggling to pay their 
bills.” 

The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners in No-
vember waived for two 
months the 1.5 percent per 
month late fee on all Tax 
Year 2020 property taxes. 
Taxpayers can pay the First 
Installment, due March 
2, 2021, without a late fee 
through May 3, 2021. Late 
fees also will be waived for 

two months for the Second 
Installment, due later this 
year. 

Tax bills should start ar-
riving in the mailboxes of 
the owners of about 1.8 
million homes, businesses 
and land, Pappas said. 

Taxpayers should look at 
the front of the bill where a 

section called “Taxing Dis-
trict Debt and Financial 
Data,” provides informa-
tion for each taxing dis-
trict, including: 

Money owed by your 
taxing districts 

Pension and health care 
amounts promised by your 
taxing districts 

Amount of pension and 
health care shortage 

Percentage of pension 
and health care costs tax-
ing districts are able to pay 

Property owners can pay 
their bills by visiting cook-
countytreasurer.com and 
entering their street ad-
dress. 

Phase 1B eligibility for vaccine is expanding
In light of a steadily in-

creasing federal vaccine 
supply, Illinois is making 
plans to expand Phase 1B 
eligibility on February 25 
to people who have co-
morbidities and underlying 
conditions as defined by the 
CDC. In addition, Illinois 
will also prioritize individu-
als with disabilities. 

Since taking office, the 
Biden administration has 
increased the vaccine sup-
ply by nearly 30%, includ-
ing a 5% increase this week. 
Among the other major ef-
forts to increase supply: 

The White House is 
launching a new Commu-
nity Health Center vacci-
nation program to direct 
additional vaccine to loca-
tions around the country 
that serve the hardest-hit 
populations, and that will 
ramp up over the coming 

weeks. 
The FDA is scheduled to 

meet to review the Johnson 
and Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine candidate, a one-
dose vaccine that does not 
require extreme cold stor-
age and provided 100% 
protection against hospital-
ization and death in its clin-
ical trial, for February 26, 
and the company has said 
it’s on track to deliver 100 
million doses to the United 
States by the end of June. 

The Pritzker adminis-
tration will begin working 
with local health depart-
ments and other providers 
across the state to include 
these additional higher-risk 
individuals into their com-
munity vaccination plans 
in the weeks ahead. Those 
health departments that 
have substantially com-
pleted their existing Phase 

1B population prior to the 
February 25 statewide ex-
pansion date will be able 
to move forward earlier at 
the determination of local 
public health officials and 
IDPH. 

This expansion applies 
to individuals 16 and older 
who aren’t otherwise cov-
ered in previous eligibility 
categories. 

In accordance with the 
CDC guidelines, Illinois 
is using the below guiding 
framework for what quali-
fies as a high-risk medical 
condition once Phase 1B 
expands on February 25.

This list is subject to 
change as guidance evolves 
and does not reflect an order 
of priority: Cancer, Chronic 
Kidney Disease, COPD 
(Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease), Diabetes, 
Heart Condition, Immu-

nocompromised State from 
a Solid Organ Transplant, 
Obesity, Pregnancy, Pulmo-
nary Disease and Sickle Cell 
Disease.

The State of Illinois has 
used more than 78% of its 
vaccine on hand (not in-
cluding the federal govern-
ment’s Long-Term Care 
Vaccination program and 
the separate supply of the 
City of Chicago). All three 
vaccination efforts have to-
gether delivered about 1.5 
million shots, including 
1.15 million first doses. 

Lincoln-Way Foundation 
Virtual Gala & Auctions 

The Lincoln-Way Foun-
dation invites the entire 
community to celebrate 
their “Love of Lincoln-
Way” at the annual Gala 
& Auctions. This year, 
support local students 
from the comfort of your 
home by tuning in to this 
VIRTUAL event on Satur-
day, February 20, 2021, 7 
p.m. via https://lwef2021.
givesmart.com.  

This fun night in will 
be hosted by Foundation 
Executive Director Bob 
Kennedy and Foundation 
Board President Stacie 
McGlone. Throughout 
the evening, learn how the 
Foundation raises money, 
and hear first-hand testi-
monials from students and 
staff on the various ways 
the funds raised benefit 
Lincoln-Way 210. 

Bid on some amaz-
ing gift baskets donated 
by individuals and busi-
nesses whose generosity 
makes a positive differ-
ence in the lives of many 
Lincoln-Way students and 
families. Raffles and silent 
auction open February 13 
and tune in to the event on 
February 20 to win some 
amazing prizes through 
the premier auction. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
Foundation has had to 
cancel or modify many 

programs. In order to con-
tinue to generate financial 
support with which to 
enrich and enhance the 
opportunities and edu-
cational experiences of 
Lincoln-Way High School 
District 210 students, the 
Foundation needs your 
help now more than ever. 

“We provided more than 
$23,000 in scholarships to 
graduating seniors in 2020 
and with the support of 
the community, we hope 
to exceed that amount in 
2021,” said Kennedy. 

This event is free, so reg-
ister today to be automati-
cally entered into a $100 
gift card raffle for those 
who register by noon 
on February 18, 2021. 
Visit https://lwef2021.
givesmart.com to view 
and bid on silent and  
premier auctions or do-
nate directly to the Foun-
dation. 

Those unable to at-
tend can still bid on silent 
auction or raffle items 
by registering at https://
lwef2021.givesmart.com. 
Proceeds from the event 
are used for scholarships 
and classroom enhance-
ments, which can be 
viewed at https://youtu.
be/3ZRN21oGV2w. 

For more information 
call 815-462-2976. 

Mokena Police Adding Drones to Enhance Public Safety Efforts 
The Mokena Police De-

partment (MPD) will soon 
be enlisting an additional 
resource to assist it as it 
continues in its ongoing 
quest to serve and protect 
the Mokena community in 
the most efficient and effec-
tive ways it can. 

Following research and 
a presentation recently by 
Interim Police Chief Tim 
McCarthy, Mayor Frank 

Fleischer and the Village of 
Mokena Board of Trustees 
signed off on the purchase 
of two drones that will be 
used by the MPD in its ef-
forts to solve crimes and lo-
cate missing persons. Over 
the past couple of months, 
drones borrowed from Or-
land Park have played a key 
role in at least two cases in 
which the MPD was called 
into action. 

Chief McCarthy says the 
two drones purchased will 
be smaller models with 
thermal imaging and en-
hanced optics features. “It 
is essential to always have 
two drones at the ready,” 
says McCarthy. “You al-
ways need back-up in case 
of battery draw-down on 
one of the birds. This allows 
the operator to stay on the 
scene longer, so as the bat-

teries wear down on one 
drone, the second drone 
can be activated to the same 
area to continue operations. 
Having two drones will ad-
ditionally allow for parts to 
be interchanged.” 

The two drones together 
will cost less than $10,000. 
Asset forfeiture funds will 
be utilized for the purchase, 
so their acquisition will not 
cost Mokena taxpayers.

Governor JB Pritzker
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Pappas: Pay First Installment Cook County property taxes through May 3 with no late fee 
Thanks to a change in 

the law, property owners 
have two extra months to 
pay their First Installment 
Cook County property 
tax bills without a late fee, 
through May 3, 2021, Trea-
surer Maria Pappas said 
recently. 

“While we hope and 

pray for better days ahead, 
the pandemic continues 
to test us,” Pappas said. 
“This waiver of late fees 
offers some relief to the 
thousands of homeowners 
and business people who 
are struggling to pay their 
bills.” 

The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners in No-
vember waived for two 
months the 1.5 percent per 
month late fee on all Tax 
Year 2020 property taxes. 
Taxpayers can pay the First 
Installment, due March 
2, 2021, without a late fee 
through May 3, 2021. Late 
fees also will be waived for 

two months for the Second 
Installment, due later this 
year. 

Tax bills should start ar-
riving in the mailboxes of 
the owners of about 1.8 
million homes, businesses 
and land, Pappas said. 

Taxpayers should look at 
the front of the bill where a 

section called “Taxing Dis-
trict Debt and Financial 
Data,” provides informa-
tion for each taxing dis-
trict, including: 

Money owed by your 
taxing districts 

Pension and health care 
amounts promised by your 
taxing districts 

Amount of pension and 
health care shortage 

Percentage of pension 
and health care costs tax-
ing districts are able to pay 

Property owners can pay 
their bills by visiting cook-
countytreasurer.com and 
entering their street ad-
dress. 

Phase 1B eligibility for vaccine is expanding
In light of a steadily in-

creasing federal vaccine 
supply, Illinois is making 
plans to expand Phase 1B 
eligibility on February 25 
to people who have co-
morbidities and underlying 
conditions as defined by the 
CDC. In addition, Illinois 
will also prioritize individu-
als with disabilities. 

Since taking office, the 
Biden administration has 
increased the vaccine sup-
ply by nearly 30%, includ-
ing a 5% increase this week. 
Among the other major ef-
forts to increase supply: 

The White House is 
launching a new Commu-
nity Health Center vacci-
nation program to direct 
additional vaccine to loca-
tions around the country 
that serve the hardest-hit 
populations, and that will 
ramp up over the coming 

weeks. 
The FDA is scheduled to 

meet to review the Johnson 
and Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine candidate, a one-
dose vaccine that does not 
require extreme cold stor-
age and provided 100% 
protection against hospital-
ization and death in its clin-
ical trial, for February 26, 
and the company has said 
it’s on track to deliver 100 
million doses to the United 
States by the end of June. 

The Pritzker adminis-
tration will begin working 
with local health depart-
ments and other providers 
across the state to include 
these additional higher-risk 
individuals into their com-
munity vaccination plans 
in the weeks ahead. Those 
health departments that 
have substantially com-
pleted their existing Phase 

1B population prior to the 
February 25 statewide ex-
pansion date will be able 
to move forward earlier at 
the determination of local 
public health officials and 
IDPH. 

This expansion applies 
to individuals 16 and older 
who aren’t otherwise cov-
ered in previous eligibility 
categories. 

In accordance with the 
CDC guidelines, Illinois 
is using the below guiding 
framework for what quali-
fies as a high-risk medical 
condition once Phase 1B 
expands on February 25.

This list is subject to 
change as guidance evolves 
and does not reflect an order 
of priority: Cancer, Chronic 
Kidney Disease, COPD 
(Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease), Diabetes, 
Heart Condition, Immu-

nocompromised State from 
a Solid Organ Transplant, 
Obesity, Pregnancy, Pulmo-
nary Disease and Sickle Cell 
Disease.

The State of Illinois has 
used more than 78% of its 
vaccine on hand (not in-
cluding the federal govern-
ment’s Long-Term Care 
Vaccination program and 
the separate supply of the 
City of Chicago). All three 
vaccination efforts have to-
gether delivered about 1.5 
million shots, including 
1.15 million first doses. 

Governor JB Pritzker

After many years, Sears closing 
in Chicago Ridge Mall 

We were informed of the 
Sears closing at the Chicago 
Ridge Mall. We greatly ap-
preciate their many years of 
being a wonderful retail re-
source for our community. 

As retail has changed, the 
Village has continuously 
worked with Mall own-
ership to modernize and 
adapt with the times to keep 
our mall fresh and vibrant. 
Just recently, we attracted 
Dick’s Sporting Goods to 
help anchor the Southern 
part of the mall. This addi-
tion is rare in the mall in-
dustry and shows how well 
regarded our mall is. 

I talked with the CEO of 
Starwood LLC who is the 
owner of our mall. We dis-
cussed future development 
and are encouraged about 

the ability to fill the Sears 
area quickly. Like me, he 
has received great feedback 
about the mall's future. 

Please know that we are 
committed to working with 
Starwood’s team to ensure 
Chicago Ridge Mall re-
mains an asset to our Vil-
lage community and the 
surrounding area.

Mayor Charles E. Tokar 
Village of Chicago Ridge 

Palos Park Library open again
Palos Park Library is 

happy to welcome patrons 
back into the Library!

The library building will 
be open to the public for 
walk through services and 
computer appointments.

Mask/face covering is re-
quired while in the build-
ing.

We will limit the num-
ber of guests allowed in the 
building at any one time 
and will require mask/face 

covering upon entry and at 
all times while in the build-
ing. Computers will be 
available by appointment 
and will be limited to an 
hour per day per person. 
Curbside pickup of library 
materials will still be avail-
able!

For more information 
call us at (708) 448-1530 or 
check our website: https://
www.palosparklibrary.org/
home.

Lupus Society of Illinois Hosting Free Webinar
This free presentation 

presented by the Lupus 
Society of Illinois (LSI) 
will provide information 
anyone with lupus should 
know. This overview of 
lupus begins with the his-
tory of lupus and contin-
ues to include information 
on symptoms, treatments, 
medications and labs.

Presenter Zineb Aouhab, 
M.D. is originally from 

Morocco and attended 
medical school at Hassan 
2 University of Casablanca. 
She came to Chicago and 
completed her internal 
medicine residency at Stro-
ger Hospital.

Dr. Aouhab is currently 
an Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, Loyola Univer-
sity Medical Center, Divi-
sion of Rheumatology.

Dr. Aouhab is very in-

terested in lupus in general 
and lupus health dispari-
ties in particular. She looks 
forward to contributing 
in education about lupus 
symptom recognition and 
early referral to rheuma-
tologists.

LSI is the Midwest’s 
leading nonprofit health 
organization dedicated to 
finding the causes and cure 
for lupus

The webinar is Tues-
day, March 23, from 6 to 7 
p.m. Attend via computer, 
smartphone, tablet or tele-
phone.

The cost is free, but reg-
istration is required. Go to 
lupusil.org/know or call 
312-542-0002.

 This event is made pos-
sible through a grant from 
GlaxoSmithKline. https://
www.usinlupus.com.

Mayor Charles E. Tokar
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Pappas: Pay First Installment Cook County property taxes through May 3 with no late fee 
Thanks to a change in 

the law, property owners 
have two extra months to 
pay their First Installment 
Cook County property 
tax bills without a late fee, 
through May 3, 2021, Trea-
surer Maria Pappas said 
recently. 

“While we hope and 

pray for better days ahead, 
the pandemic continues 
to test us,” Pappas said. 
“This waiver of late fees 
offers some relief to the 
thousands of homeowners 
and business people who 
are struggling to pay their 
bills.” 

The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners in No-
vember waived for two 
months the 1.5 percent per 
month late fee on all Tax 
Year 2020 property taxes. 
Taxpayers can pay the First 
Installment, due March 
2, 2021, without a late fee 
through May 3, 2021. Late 
fees also will be waived for 

two months for the Second 
Installment, due later this 
year. 

Tax bills should start ar-
riving in the mailboxes of 
the owners of about 1.8 
million homes, businesses 
and land, Pappas said. 

Taxpayers should look at 
the front of the bill where a 

section called “Taxing Dis-
trict Debt and Financial 
Data,” provides informa-
tion for each taxing dis-
trict, including: 

Money owed by your 
taxing districts 

Pension and health care 
amounts promised by your 
taxing districts 

Amount of pension and 
health care shortage 

Percentage of pension 
and health care costs tax-
ing districts are able to pay 

Property owners can pay 
their bills by visiting cook-
countytreasurer.com and 
entering their street ad-
dress. 

ACA Marketplace is Reopening for Illinoisans 
to Purchase Health Insurance Coverage 

Governor JB Pritzker 
is encouraging eligible Il-
linoisans who do not have 
health insurance to enroll 
in an ACA Health Insur-
ance Marketplace. An ex-
ecutive order signed by 
President Biden allows 
states, including Illinois, 
which utilize the federal 
marketplace to reopen this 
month to help more people 
purchase health insur-
ance coverage. The 2021 
Special Enrollment Period 
(SEP) in Response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic runs 
through May 15, 2021. 

“Access to health care 
is a right, not a privilege, 
and ensuring you and your 
loved ones are covered 
is even more essential as 
we continue to battle the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. Thanks to President 
Biden’s executive order, Il-
linoisans will have an ad-

ditional opportunity to 
enroll in a health insurance 
plan through the ACA 
Marketplace,” said Gover-
nor JB Pritzker. “I applaud 
the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration for their commit-
ment to supporting states 
during this historic time 
and giving Illinois resi-
dents the tools, they need 
to stay safe.” 

Federal marketplace 
numbers show that more 
than 291-thousand Illi-
noisans enrolled in ACA 
Marketplace plans during 
the enrollment period end-
ing last year. IDOI Act-
ing Director Dana Popish 
Severinghaus said that 
those numbers will likely 
increase. 

The 2021 SEP in Re-
sponse to COVID-19 also 
allows people currently en-
rolled in an ACA Market-
place health plan to change 

plans. Consumers can visit 
www.getcoveredillinois.
gov for more information 
and to get answers to fre-
quently asked questions 
about SEPs. 

Get Covered Illinois 
(GCI) is the official health 
marketplace or “exchange” 
for Illinois consumers to 
purchase quality, afford-
able health insurance, fa-
cilitated by the federal gov-
ernment through the ACA 
Marketplace. 

For more information 
on the 2021 Special Enroll-
ment Period in Response 
to COVID-19 for the ACA 
Marketplace, visit: www.
getcoveredillinois.gov.

For information about 
insurance and COVID-19, 
visit the Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance: https://
insurance.illinois.gov/con-
sumer/COVID-19.html.

A Message from the Mayor
Greetings to you! 
I have a couple of items of 

good news for you. As you 
know, for now, the Covid 
positivity rate is dropping, 
which has allowed for cau-
tious relaxations of some of 
the State and County miti-
gations. As a result, we have 
been able to take some of 
our Recreation Department 
and Youth Department 
programs off “pause”. Be 
sure to check in with them 
to see what they might have 
to offer which could be of 
interest to you. 

It goes without saying 
that we have had a prob-
lem with mail delivery here 
in the Village for the last 
month or so. I am happy to 
report that myself, Trustee/
State Rep Kelly Burke, State 
Senator Bill Cunningham 
and a representative from 
Congressman Bobby Rush’s 
office had a very produc-
tive meeting with Ms. Hill 
(manager of the EP Post 

Office) and several upper-
level USPS staff recently. 

They are very contrite 
and apologetic about what 
has happened; but no, that 
does not solve our prob-
lems. 

Much of the problem is 
due to Covid absences and 
vacation time, not just in 
Evergreen Park. Staffing is 
short all over the city, and 
so the Evergreen Park car-
riers are loaned out to dif-
ferent post offices. The left-
over EP postal staff is then 
doing two or three different 
routes, which is why one 
pocket of town will get their 
mail for a few days, while 
another pocket gets noth-
ing. 

They have promised us 
that more carriers are being 
hired within the next two 
weeks and, following that, 
are very confident that the 
situation will be much im-
proved. 

The front counter staff 

at the Post Office is telling 
people that if they want 
their mail more immediate, 
they can come to the post 
office and show a driver’s li-
cense or state identification 
and pick it up. However, be 
warned that the lines will 
be long (socially distanced) 
and perhaps this isn’t the 
best weather to be doing 
that; remember also that 
parking is at a premium 
over there any way. 

I'll be in touch with you 
again soon! 

Mayor James Sexton 

Mayor James Sexton

Oak Lawn  
library news

Media on Demand: 
From “US Weekly” to 
“Newsweek” to “Taste of 
Home,” Media on De-
mand is your one stop shop 
for our magazines now! 
Download the Libby app 
on any device and login 

with your OLPL card. For 
more information, please 
call 708-422-4990, visit 
www.olpl.org, or use the 
Ask a Librarian feature 
on our website and for all 
events. 

Virtual Dungeon & 
Dragons Series: Join The 
Oak Lawn Public Library 
this winter to learn how 
to get started with virtual 

Dungeons & Dragons. 
Then we’ll kick off our very 
own OLPL Virtual DnD 
Campaign in April 2021. 
All programs are for ages 
high school and up. 

Mini Dungeon Crawl is 
at Saturday, Feb. 20, 1:30-
3:00 p.m. Explore a mini 
dungeon crawl to get a 
taste of DnD. Try out your 
character from our Build 

Your Own DnD Character 
program by testing your 
skills in a short dungeon 
filled with monsters and 
treasure and learn about 
the opportunity to play in 
our upcoming OLPL DnD 
Campaign. Registration 
required, limited to eight 
participants. Additional 
sessions will be added 
based on the waitlist. 

How to Make Home-
made Cinnamon Rolls: 
Andrea Pracht of My Kitch-
en Clatter will demonstrate 
how to make, shape and 
bake delicious cinnamon 
rolls that the whole family 
will love virtually at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, March 8. Reg-
istration required to receive 
the recipe prior to the class. 
Register online at olpl.org. 

The library will expand 
its hours starting March 1. 
Curbside Pick Up service is 
available during all Library 
hours. Limited public seat-
ing will also be available.

The new hours are 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays. It’s closed Sun-
day. 
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Village View Publication, Inc.
708-425-1910

Fax: 708-221-6663
vvnew@sbcglobal.net

www.vvnew.com
Like us on Facebook!

Owner/Editor/Publisher Annette Dixon
Published on the first and third Tuesday of every 

month. Press releases and ads are to be
e-mailed to vvnew@sbcglobal.net

We have found that through the years of publishing the 
readers are interested in general information and also 
local happenings within their community. Therefore 

because we are fully electronic, we will not be accepting 
faxed or mailed news releases.

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org
Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org
The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 

www.burbankilchamber.com
Chicago Southland Convention 

& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com
Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 

www.evergreenparkchamber.org
The Hills Chamber of Commerce 

www.thehillschamber.org
Justice Chamber of Commerce 

www.villageofjustice.org
Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  

The OC Chamber of Commerce 
www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers

Thank you for reading. 
This paper is out because of you, the customer.

Oak Lawn Village View  
Newspaper Archive

Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn  
Village View. Papers range from 1973 to 2013  

and are hosted by the Internet Archive.  
Look at the Oak Lawn Library website  

at https://www.olpl.org/

Dowling Legacy & Retirement
As we approach tax sea-

son and our attempt to 
return to normalcy, it’s im-
portant to take a look into 
some of the changes that 
will be reflected for the 
2020 tax filing year. Al-
though many tax changes 
have been added for 2020, 
here are some we have 
highlighted for you:

Higher Standard De-
ductions: Standard deduc-
tions generally rise each 
year on account of adjust-
ments for inflation. Ac-
cording to IRS reports, 
the standard deduction 
amounts for the following 
tax-filing statuses for 2020 
are:

Married filing jointly: 
$24,800, up $400 from 2019

Married individuals fil-
ing separately: $12,400, up 
$200

Head of household: 
$18,650, up $300

Single: $12,400, up $200
In short, standard deduc-

tion reduces the amount of 
your income subject to fed-
eral taxes. For example, if 
you file as an eligible single 
status and choose to take 
the standard deduction in-
stead of itemizing on your 
2020 tax return, you would 
not be taxed on the first 
$12,400 of your income.

Higher income brack-
ets: Income tax brackets 
also tend to rise annu-
ally. For 2020, the income 
brackets are as follows for 
tax-filing statuses of single:

Thirty-seven percent 
tax rate: Applies to tax-
able income of more than 
$518,400

Thirty-five percent: 
More than $207,350 but not 
more than $518,400

Thirty-two percent: 
More than $163,300 but not 
more than $207,350

Twenty-four percent: 
More than $85,525 but not 
more than $163,300

Twenty-two percent: 
More than $40,125 but not 
more than $85,525

Twelve percent: More 
than $9,875 but not more 
than $40,125

Ten percent: Income of 
$9,875 or less

Taxable Unemployment 
Compensation: The pan-
demic has forced millions 
of Americans to file for 
unemployment compensa-
tion, many of them for the 
first time. This compensa-
tion is taxable and must be 
included as gross income 
on their tax return. 

Although many do not 
utilize these options, tax-
payers can elect to have 

federal taxes withheld from 
their unemployment ben-
efits or make estimated tax 
payments. Because of this, 
taxes on those benefits will 
be paid when the 2020 tax 
return is filed.

Interest is taxable in-
come: Many individual 
taxpayers who received a 
refund on their 2019 tax 
returns also received inter-
est from the IRS. The tax-
able interest payments were 
largely the result of the 
postponed filing deadline 
of July 15 due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The IRS 
sends a Form 1099-INT to 
anyone who receives inter-
est totaling at least $10. 

Waived RMDs: The 
CARES Act of 2020 (Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act) 
waived required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) from 
retirement accounts for 
2020.

RMDs are generally cat-
egorized as taxable income. 
This one-time reprieve 
means that some retirees 
will have lower taxable in-
comes for 2020, resulting in 
possibly owing less in fed-
eral income taxes in 2021.

Home office deduction: 
Add work from home 
(WFH) to the list of buzz 

words of 2020. Some of you 
may already be familiar 
with this concept due to the 
many employees who 
found themselves working 
remotely for the first time 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The home office de-
duction is available to 
qualifying self-employed 
taxpayers, independent 
contractors, and gig work-
ers. However, not all WFH 
workers are eligible for this 
tax deduction. The Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act suspended the 
business-use-of-home de-
duction from 2018 through 
2025 for employees. For 
example, employees who 
receive a paycheck or W-2 
exclusively from an em-
ployer are not eligible for 
the deduction, even if they 
are currently working from 
home. IRS Publication 587 
entitled “Business Use of 
Your Home” provides more 
on the home office deduc-
tion.

Higher Contribution 
Limits, Retirement Ac-
counts: You could save 
more money in a variety of 
workplace retirement ac-
counts. For example, the 
base contribution limit 
for 401(k) plans in 2020 is 
$19,500, an increase of $500 

from 2019. For catch-up 
contributions (age 50 and 
older), the limit is an ad-
ditional $6,500, an increase 
from $6,000. Simply put, if 
you are at least 50 years old, 
you can contribute a total of 
$26,000 to a 401(k) in 2020.

Higher Contribution 
Limits, HSAs: Contribu-
tion limits for health sav-
ings accounts (HSAs) also 
tend to increase each year.

The 2020 contribution 
limits for those who are eli-
gible for an HSA and have 
the following types of high-
deductible health insurance 
policies are:

Self-only coverage: $3,550, 
up from $3,500 (2019)

Family coverage: $7,100, 
up from $7,000

Charitable Deductions: 
Under normal conditions, 
you can only write off tax-
deductible donations to 
charity on your federal tax 
return if you itemize your 
deductions rather than take 
the standard deduction, 
which has become far more 
common since the 2017 
overhaul of the federal tax 
code. However, in an effort 
to encourage Americans 
to continue/increase their 
charitable donations during 
the pandemic, the CARES 
Act has enabled taxpay-

ers to deduct up to $300 
in monetary donations in 
2020, regardless of if you 
itemize or not.

If you haven’t already, 
you may want to set up 
direct deposit for your tax 
refund. This electronic 
transfer system is the safest, 
easiest and quickest way to 
receive your refund. Check 
with your tax preparer or 
set-up through one of the 
DIY tax programs such as 
Turbo-Tax or easytax.com.

We hope that you can 
take some of these sug-
gestions and apply them 
to your own tax plan. As 
always, Sterling Tax Pros, 
Inc. is here to help guide 
you through the process 
of filing your taxes. You 
can contact us at info@
sterlingtaxpros.com or 
708.719.4473.

Karen Prescia Dowling is 
CEO/President of Sterling 
Tax Pros, Inc. Her affiliate 
companies are Dowling 
Legacy & Retirement and 
Chancellor Financial Ser-
vices, Inc. and the advisors 
do not render tax, legal or 
accounting advice. Karen 
works with CPA firms, Tax 
Attorneys and Tax Profes-
sionals who provide tax 
planning, preparation and 
consulting to her clients.

Hurley Named 
Chair of Police 
and Fire 
Committee 

State Rep. Fran Hur-
ley, D-Chicago, has been 
named as Chairwoman of 
the Police and Fire Com-
mittee for the 102nd Illinois 
General Assembly. 

“I am extremely hon-
ored that Speaker Welch 
has chosen me to chair 
the Police and Fire Com-
mittee,” said Hurley. “Sup-
porting first responders in 
any way I can has always 
been a priority. Represent-
ing a district that includes 
many first responders and 
also having many friends 
within the profession, I un-
derstand how important it 
is to protect the ones who 
protect us.” 

Before the 102nd General 
Assembly, Hurley created 
and chaired the First Re-
sponder Suicide Prevention 

Task Force to create recom-
mendations on how to bet-
ter support first responders 
through increasing access 
to mental health resources. 

“I look forward to getting 
to work and passing legis-
lation that better supports 
not only our police and fire, 
but also our residents who 
rely on our first-responders 
to protect them” continued 
Hurley. “I encourage any 
residents who have ideas for 
legislation or want to know 
more about the committee 
to reach out to my office.” 

Contact Hurley’s constit-
uent service office at 773-
445-8128 or RepFranHur-
ley@gmail.com. 

IDES Unemployment Scam 
The Palos Park Police 

Department is investigat-
ing a new twist on un-
employment scams that 
have been circulating in 
our area over the past few 
months. PPPD Investiga-
tions is following up on 
a number of reports that 
involve victims receiv-
ing 1099-G tax forms that 
they did not file for. 

If you have unexpect-
edly received a 1099-G 
tax form from Illinois De-
partment of Employment 
Security (IDES), you may 

be the victim of unem-
ployment fraud. A 1099-
G form is filled out when 
filing taxes if you have 
gotten money from IDES. 
However, if you have not 
received unemployment it 
is possible a scammer has 
filed for benefits in your 
name. 

Anyone receiving an 
unwarranted tax form or 
letter saying they have got-
ten benefits should report 
it on IDES's new fraud link 
Fraud and Identity Theft - 
IDES (illinois.gov). 
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See if your property is on the
Tax Sale List  

Make sure you’re not missing out on
$46 million in available exemptions

Search $76 million in available
refunds 

Pay your First Installment property
taxes online

No late fee through May 3, 2021

Enter your street address:
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For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook
New Canteen Hours Noon to Close Daily

Public Welcome for 2021

St Pat’s Day Celebration is Coming
Sunday, March 14th Banquet Hall doors will open at
1pm Food will be available at 2pm and Music as well

60’s-70’s Rock Band “Ambedextrous” Live Show 
Saturday, Mar. 20th  Doors Open 6pm Music starts at 7pm 

Cash Bar Plus Food available. $5 tickets available now limited seating 

The “V”’s Fish Fry is Back Carry-Out & Take Home
Starting Friday, Feb. 19th-Apr. 2nd , 4-7pm   Plated Dinners $10 ea

3 Kinds of Fish Plus Chicken Nuggets & Shrimp is Extra at $6
Call in or Come in and place your order it will be ready in minutes

Our New Queen Of Hearts Drawing Is Back Each Wednesday
Queen of Hearts $7 Dinners have returned w/Covid Restictions

We Have Video Gaming & Award an Winning Banquet Hall
accommodating parties for any occasion

Grace Point Place welcomes a 
new executive director

Grace Point Place wel-
comes Allison Rackow to 
the leadership team. She 
has a master’s degree in 
social worker. Allison has 
been working in senior 
living administration for 
ten years. She has a genu-
ine love for helping others 
in all stages of life. Allison 
has found much joy in be-

ing a foster parent as well 
as working with the senior 
population. 

Grace Point Place an An-
them Memory Care Com-
munity is at 5701 West 101 
Street, Oak Lawn, IL.  For 
more information visit 
our website at www.grace-
pointplace.com or call 708-
290-3255. 

Orland, Bremen townships offering rides for 
seniors to get vaccinated

Orland Township is offer-
ing bus service to the Tinley 
Park Convention Center for 
Orland Township seniors 
who have already made 
an appointment to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Usu-
ally the Convention Center 
is out of township and in-
curs an additional cost, but 
for now Orland Township 
will charge the in-township 
rate of $3 one way and $6 
round-trip. Rides are avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays. 
To get a ride, call the Orland 
Township Senior Transpor-
tation Department at (708) 
403-4222.

Similarly, Bremen Town-
ship is offering its Senior 
Wheels service to township 
residents who have made 
vaccination appointments 
at the Convention Center. 
Rides are available from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays and cost $2 
one way and $4 round-trip. 

Since rides are offered in 
sedans, the number of se-
niors who can ride at one 
time is limited, and all rid-
ers must be from the same 
household. Those who are 
handicapped and/or in a 
wheelchair can use the Bre-
men Township bus service 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mondays and Wednesdays. 
To reserve a ride, please call 
(708) 687-8220 as soon as 
you make an appointment.

Schedule your vaccine 
appointment at vaccine.
cookcountyil.gov or call the 
Cook County Vaccine Ho-
tline at (833) 308-1988. If 
you don't have a computer, 
email or cellphone, ask 
someone you trust such as 
a family member or friend 
to help you sign up online. 
Have your contact and 
health information pre-
pared for registration, and 
take any appointment you 
get, or you may lose your 
chance and have to wait!

Allison Rackow

Prevent  
Freezing Pipes 

As outside temperatures 
continue to drop overnight; 
the likelihood of freezing 
pipes increases. As it is all 
about prevention, there are 
steps homeowners can take 
to reduce the risk of freez-
ing pipes. 

Inside, check to en-
sure the heat is circulating 
throughout all the rooms 
of the house. Open cabinet 
doors so heat can get to the 
plumbing fixtures on exte-
rior walls. 

Drip faucets to keep pipes 
from freezing and bursting. 
Moving water keeps pipes 
from freezing. 

Outside pipes, pipes ad-
jacent to outside walls or 
pipes in unheated places are 
most likely to freeze. Check 
for proper pipe insulation 
and that heat tape is work-
ing, if applicable. Heat tape 
works like an electric blan-
ket for pipes, suppling heat 
directly to the pipe to keep 

it warm during cold spells. 
If you plan to be away 

during the cold weather, 
leave the heat on in your 
home. Take extra precau-
tions to protect pipes that 
have frozen in the past. 

If you do experience an 
issue, get help from a pro-
fessional. Pipes warmed too 
fast may break and cause 
larger problems. Do not try 
to thaw a pipe with a torch 
or open flame. 

Always Be Aware of 
Your Surroundings: I just 
wanted to share a story that 
occurred this afternoon 
that will hopefully serve as 
a cautionary tale to always 
be aware of your surround-
ings. A resident pulled into 
their driveway and parked 
the car in the garage. A ser-
vice vehicle without a front 
license plate pulled into the 
driveway and the driver ap-
proached the resident and 
said that they were with the 
city public works depart-
ment and needed to enter 
the home to check the water 
pressure. 

The resident noted that 
the vehicle was not a city 
truck and the individual 
did not have a city uniform 
or personal identification. 
The driver remained persis-
tent and even attempted to 
follow the resident into the 
residence before the resi-
dent yelled and waved an 
object at the person. 

Fortunately, the resident 
closed and locked the front 
door and the person posing 
as a city employee quickly 
jumped into his vehicle and 
sped away. We have not had 
a rash of such incidents in 
town, but this type of thing 
can happen anywhere as 
a crime of opportunity. 
Please know that all city 
public works employees 
drive a marked vehicle with 
city seal, wear a municipal 
uniform and would never 
take offense to someone re-
questing an ID or to call to 
verify. 

Stay Warm and Keep 
Well. 

Mayor Mike 
City of Hickory Hills
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5701 W. 101ST, Oak Lawn, IL
www.gracepointplace.com

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Family
Caregiver Virtual Support Group
Thursday, March 11th, 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Presenter: Reverend Leona Lee
Build a support system with people who understand.
Come exchange practical information on caregiving

challenges and solutions. Share feelings and concerns,
and talk through issues to find coping strategies.

RSVP to:
Shannon Dahlman | 708-304-8443

sdahlman@anthemmemorycare.com

Join our team!Join our team!

CMS Brand Strategy & 

Graphic Standards Guide

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Revised: August 2017

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy 
A Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Top ratings  
for  

overall quality  
and  

staffing

3659 West 99th Street  l  Chicago, IL 60655  l  773-253-3600  l  MercyCircle.org EEOC

Independent Living l Assisted Living l Memory Care 
Short-Term Stay Rehab l Skilled Nursing Care

Apply today
Visit MercyCircle.org/Careers

Learn about your new job opportunity and our benefits

98% of residents and 74% of staff are fully inoculated with the Moderna vaccine

Care and service is our way of life 
Now interviewing  

CNAs, Nurses, Activities Assistants, Dining Servers  

Puppeteer 
Retells Lunar 
New Year 
Zodiac Tail

Eighth Blackbird, a four-
time Grammy Award-
winning Chicago-based 
music ensemble continues 
their Winter 2021 Chicago 
Artists Workshop (CAW) 
live streamed event series 
with puppeteer Tom Lee: 
“The Great Zodiac Ani-
mal Race” 6 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 26. Eileen Blumen-
thal, author of “Puppetry: 
A World History” has her-
alded Lee as “an exciting 
new talent.” Tickets are 
$20 (suggested) per house-
hold. For tickets and more 
information visit eighth-
blackbird.org. 

The Lunar New Year, 
most commonly associ-
ated with the Chinese 
New Year or Spring Fes-
tival, typically falls some-
time between Jan. 21 and 
Feb. 20 annually. Lunar 
New Year 2021, the Year 
of the Ox, was on Feb. 12, 

and celebrations continue 
throughout the month. 

Growing up in Hawaii, 
Lee's memories of Lunar 
New Year included nar-
cissus blooms, tasty dim 
sum dishes and bowing 
to elders before running 
off to his room to open 
his lucky red envelope 
with money in it. In this 
show, Lee retells the clas-
sic Lunar New Year zodiac 
tale with shadow puppet 

animals inspired by Asian 
languages and pictograms 
in a program suitable for 
all ages. 

Eighth Blackbird Pres-
ents: The Chicago Artists 
Workshop (CAW) Part 
2 February-March 2021. 
The live streamed events 
will be staged at the Eighth 
Blackbird production fa-
cility located at 4045 N. 
Rockwell St. There is also 
limited in-person seating. 

Suggested price per house-
hold is $20, but options 
include choosing a price 
as well as contributing as 
a supporter. All events 
include interviews and a 
Q&A with the artists. For 
tickets and more infor-
mation visit https://www.
eighthblackbird.org/prod-
uct-category/caw-tickets. 

CPR Class with Mokena Fire Protection District 
The Mokena Fire Protec-

tion District offers month-
ly CPR classes for the pub-
lic on Monday, February 
22. Fee covers books, ma-
terials, and instructor fees 
(non-refundable). 

Cost is $40 for com-
munity CPR and $50 for 
healthcare CPR. Certi-
fication will be from the 

American Safety & Health 
Institute. 

Students are instructed 
in adult, child, & infant 
CPR and AED. A CPR card 
is issued to all those who 
successfully complete the 
course. The card is valid 
for 2 years. 

Classes are at the Moke-
na Fire Station #1, 19853 S. 

Wolf Road. 
Class time is 6:00 to 9:30 

pm (Monday nights).
You can register online 

at www.mokenafire.org 
or in person at Station #1 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Please note, all students 
are required to wear a face-
mask or face covering. 

Mother McAuley to Host a 
Virtual Celebration 

Mother McAuley Lib-
eral Arts High School will 
hold its Celebration Gala, 
this year, virtually, on Feb. 
25. Registration is free 
and open to all. This an-
nual fundraiser benefits tu-
ition assistance for Mother 
McAuley students.

The online event will run 
from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
and include entertainment, 
a raffle for a Peloton bike, 
special guest appearances 
and a silent auction. The 
highlight of the event will 
be the virtual paddle raise 
in support of McAuley fi-
nancial aid and scholarship. 

“Our greatest need dur-
ing any year, but especially 
during this pandemic with 
its accompanying economic 
downturn, is scholarship 
assistance for our students,” 
said McAuley President, 
Mary Acker Klingenberger 
’75. 

Registration can be com-
pleted online at motherm-
cauley.org/celebration2021. 
Details on the silent auction 
and entries for the Peloton 
raffle can be found on the 
website. Raffle entries cost 
$100 each or 6 for $500. The 
silent auction will go live 
the week of February 15. 
Items include a stay in Flor-
ida on Anna Maria Island, a 
getaway to a beautiful Airb-
nb in Southwest Michigan 
wine country, Notre Dame 
football tickets, an Echelon 
bike, wine tastings, original 
artwork and more. 

If you would like to sup-
port Celebration by provid-
ing sponsorship, auction 
item or placing an ad in 
the program, contact Peggy 
Rourke, director of alum-
nae relations and develop-
ment, at (773) 881-6547 or 
at prourke@mothermcau-
ley.org. 

Puppeteer Tom Lee. (Credit: High Concept Laboratories)
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Service DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Cherished Pets Remembered Pet Crematorium
Offering only private/individual pet cremation services. 

Affordable prices, cremation witnessing and private viewing 
room available at no additional charge.

To learn more go to CherishedPetsRemembered.com or 
call 1-800-497-4901.

Part of and a separate facility located in the
Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home & Crematorium, 7861 S. 88Th Ave., Justice

Mark & Laura Kaminski Owners

Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

Burgers

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Happy Valentine’s Day  
Carry Out

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

We Salute Special
Olympics Chicago

Solutions to puzzles for February 2, 2020 issue

Nine seniors make outlook bright for girls basketball season 
With nine returning se-

niors and an outstanding 
junior, the outlook for the 
Oak Lawn Community 
High School girls basket-
ball team is bright. And 
with the addition of three 
sophomores to the squad, 
that outlook is even bright-
er. The Spartans are poised 
to shine in this abbreviated 
season. 

“We have a 13-game 
conference slate and we 
have added a few non-
conference games to the 
schedule,” head coach 
Mark Sevedge said. “The 
goal for the team and the 
overall feeling is that we 
could compete for a South 
Suburban Conference Red 
championship this season.” 

Leading the charge are 
seniors Emma McGrath at 
guard, Cynthia Nunez at 
guard, Carolyn Soukouna 
in the middle, and Ari-
anna Andersen at guard. 
McGrath is an outstand-
ing defender, Nunez can 
handle the ball, Soukouna 

is a force in the paint at 
both ends of the court, 
and Andersen has greatly 
improved her three-point 
shooting. Junior Mia Ken-
nelly is a tough, physical 
player and is one of the 
top scorers in the SSC. 
Sophomore Kate Dillon is 
a nice addition as a natural 
scorer. 

“Emma and Arianna 
have stepped up as leaders 
and Mia is one of the hard-
est working and most dedi-
cated workers in the pro-
gram over the last seven 

years,” Sevedge said. “Kate 
can shoot the ball from 
deep, and she also scores 
around the rim. She scored 
440 points as a freshman 
on the sophomore team 
last year.” 

The biggest challenge is 
to see how the girls react to 
the unusual circumstances 
of the season and the off-
season. But all signs point 
toward the fact that they 
are certainly prepared to 
meet the difficulties in the 
road ahead. 

“Because of the pan-

demic and the shutdown 
of high school sports since 
last March, we as a pro-
gram are just so excited and 
thankful to be on the court 
together again,” Sevedge 
said. “Our athletic Direc-
tor Jeremey Cryan and 
our administration have 
been great for our athletes. 
Anytime restrictions were 
lifted and we were allowed 
to be together, we took ad-
vantage of it.” 

“We jumped on the 
chance to get better. I truly 
believe that this team has 
done everything they could 
during this unprecedented 
time to improve as players 
and people. There is an ex-
citement in the program to 
just go out and play. Every-
thing was taken away from 
all of our student-athletes 
so abruptly that I feel there 
is a new appreciation for 
what we used to take for 
granted.” 

The Spartans’ first home 
game was scheduled for 
February 15th at noon.

ComEd Issues 
Warning 

During the pandemic, 
ComEd has received re-
ports of scammers posing 
as utility representatives 
who contact customers ex-
periencing difficulty paying 
their bills. These imposters 
prey on these customers' fi-
nancial situation by falsely 
threatening to shut off ser-
vice to obtain money or a 
customer's personal, busi-
ness or financial informa-
tion. 

Another scheme involves 
scammers using technol-
ogy to make their phone 
calls appear to come from 
a ComEd phone number 
and threatening to turn off 
a customer's service unless 
they make a direct payment 
with a prepaid cash card. 
Sometimes they ask victims 
to call back at a different 
phone number and provide 
personal information. In 
other attempts, scammers 
send emails to businesses 
and request that they send 
ComEd payments to bogus 
payment web sites. 

Here are some tips to 
help identify scams: 

ComEd will never come 
to a customer's home or 
business to demand a pay-
ment, ask for immediate 
payment with a prepaid 
cash card or ask for their 
ComEd account number or 
other personal information, 
such as a driver's license 
number. 

ComEd will never call a 
customer to ask for their ac-
count number, ask for per-
sonal information such as 
their Social Security num-
ber or bank information, or 

ask them to make a direct 
payment with a prepaid 
cash card. 

All ComEd field employ-
ees wear a uniform, includ-
ing shirt and safety vest, 
with the ComEd logo, and 
a visibly displayed company 
ID badge.

Any customer who is 
unsure whether a visitor or 
caller is a ComEd employee 
or believes he or she has 
been a target or victim of a 
scam should call 1-800-ED-
ISON-1 (1-800-334-7661). 
To learn more, visit ComEd.
com/ScamAlert . 

Winter Weather Safety Tips 
Customers are encour-

aged to know the location 
of their natural gas meter 
and are urged to report 
a natural gas emergency 
to the Nicor Gas 24-hour 
emergency response line at 
888.Nicor4U (642.6748), 
and also call 911. 

Here are a few impor-
tant winter weather safety 
tips to keep in mind dur-
ing the arctic blast:  

If you smell natural gas 
or suspect carbon monox-
ide is present in your home 

or business, immediately 
leave the area and call 91 
or our emergency number 
888.Nicor4U (642.6748) 
from a safe location. 

Never use natural gas 
appliances, such as ovens 
or the burners on a stove, 
to heat homes or busi-
nesses. 

To ensure the safe, prop-
er operation of natural gas 
appliances, make sure that 
outdoor vent openings 
and air intakes are not ob-
structed by snow or ice. 



Statepoint Crossword
Theme: U.S. Presidents

ACROSS
1. Newton's first name
6. Part of smog
9. Hissy fit
13. Human trunk
14. Form of "to be"
15. Illegal booze
16. Editorial changes
17. Crematorium jar
18. #56 Down, alt. sp.
19. *One of six Presidents 
named James
21. *First President previ-
ously divorced
23. Civil War's Johnny
24. Manage without help
25. Military procedures
28. Cone-shaped quarters
30. MLB bench
35. Cowboy's necktie
37. A whole lot
39. *Whig, e.g.
40. Resembling wings
41. Nightly necessity
43. Experience emotion
44. Large ray
46. Glacier's deposit
47. "Watch out!" on a golf 
course
48. Traditional sock pattern
50. Reduced Instruction Set 
Computer
52. Knight's title
53. Bypass
55. Foot digit

57. *President Chester ____
60. *He signed legislation to 
create Medicare
64. Fauna, Merryweather 
and ____, fairy godmothers
65. Expert
67. Convex molding
68. Bumpkins
69. Café alternative
70. Car ways
71. Trans-Siberian Railroad 
city
72. Piercing part
73. Slightly drunk

DOWN
1. Any thing
2. *Trump had button on 

desk to order his favorite one
3. Desertlike
4. Up and about
5. Coddle
6. Half-man, half-goat
7. Legendary NHLer
8. Tragedy, or comedy, or 
satire
9. Cheap form of payment?
10. Before Scotia
11. Clickable picture
12. Olden day "your"
15. Be in charge, two words
20. Newspaper notices
22. What all of #70 Across do
24. Painting or poetry
25. *He beat McCain and 

Romney
26. Kind of cap
27. Colloquialisms
29. *First "dark horse"
31. Gamecock's spur
32. Dessert sandwiches
33. Wombs
34. *#29 Down predecessor
36. Creative
38. 18-wheeler
42. Green pasta sauce
45. Big Island greetings
49. Australian flightless bird
51. Group of people, often in 
research
54. Extremely angry
56. Concluding stanza in 
poetry
57. *G. W. Bush to Yale, e.g.
58. Schneider and Lowe, e.g.
59. Major bike maker
60. Audience's rejection
61. Sold in bars
62. Auto pioneer
63. Like a busybody
64. Back, to a pendulum
66. Latin dance three-step 
move, once
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Rates start at $20

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED
Alvernia Manor

Senior Living
Dining

Room Aid
Part Time Cook
House Keeper

CNA'S all Shifts
Registered Nurse
630-257-7721

Attorney at Law

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 36 years.
Graduate of Brother 

Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.
Member, Illinois State 

Bar Association, 
Chicago Bar 

Association, and 
others.

Professional Liability 
Insured

Last Will and 
Testament, and 

Living Will
Signed and notarized 

at your home or choice 
of locations. Insurance

GUARANTEED ISSUE
LIFE INSURANCE

Everyone Qualifies
Ages 0 thru 85 up to $25,000
Call Chris Light @ 708-687-0142

Find out how to qualify up to
150k if you work full time.

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Sewing

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

CPA
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������������

Brick Experts

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Basement/Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Cleaning

Need Help with
your Cleaning?

Call Special Touch
Cleaning for a
Free Estimate

Fully Insured
30 + Years Exp.

815-464-1988

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

Southwest 
Suburban  
Widow or 
Widowers Club 

On Friday March 5th, 
from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
at Harold Viking Lodge, 
6730 175th St., Tinley Park. 
We invite everyone to our 
“Widows or Widowers So-
cial Club.”

We meet once a month, 
first Friday of each month, 
entertainment on most 
months.

Our club offers support 
to widowed of all faiths 
and ages. We know what 
you are experiencing in 

dealing with the death of 
your spouse, we’ve all been 
there. 

Some of our activities 
include: Monthly General 
meetings, organized res-
taurant outings, trips, dis-
cussions, interaction meet-
ings and Newcomers get 
acquainted meetings. 

For more information 
call Bill Dolehide at 708-
342-6820 or Phyllis Peter-
son at 708-636-6534.

Famous Fish Fry Fridays Are Back 
Come by every Friday 

from to April 2 and enjoy 
a delicious dinner! Choose 
from: Beer Battered Cod, 
Catfish, Delicious Jumbo 
Shrimp or Chicken Strips! 

Price includes soup 
& salad, your choice of 
French Fries or baked po-
tato, along with coffee, tea, 
water or soda and wonder-
ful homemade desserts. 

Adults eat for $13.00**; 
kids 12 & under $7.00; tod-
dlers under 3 eat FREE! 
Dine in, with local guide-
lines! Dinner served 4-8 

pm. Carry Out Dinners are 
available! (Sorry, no doggy 
bags.) 

**We will need dona-
tions of dessert items each 
Friday. Can you bake up a 
sweet treat for our dinners? 
Drop your dessert dona-
tion (pre-cut please if it's 
cakes/pies!) off at the Post 
Thursday night or Friday 
any (or every!) week dur-
ing Fish Fry Fridays!! 

Marrs-Meyer Ameri-
can Legion Post #991 is at 
11001 S. Depot St., Worth, 
Illinois.
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It’s time to take advantage.
You may be able to change plans now. Call me today.

I can help you get more for your Medicare dollar.
As a local licensed sales agent, I can show you how to get more for your Medicare dollar with a 
Medicare Advantage plan from UnitedHealthcare®. Attend an upcoming meeting to learn more about 
plans in your area. 

Tinley Park
2/18/2021 
10:00am 
Tinley Business Center 
16557 S. Oak Park Ave 
Ste D

Tinley Park
2/23/2021 
1:00pm 
Bremen VFW Hall 
17147 S. Oak Park Ave 

Tinley Park
2/25/2021 
10:00am 
Tinley Business Center 
16557 S. Oak Park Ave 
Ste D

For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call 708-539-4012, TTY 711. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance 
Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare.  ©2020 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_21SPRJ55513_C SPRJ55513 
 00364E54

Tina Konieczki
Licensed Sales Agent
708-539-4012, TTY 711
tina@tkinsuranceservices.com
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

It’s time to take advantage.
You may be able to change plans now. Call me today.

I can help you get more for your Medicare dollar.
As a local licensed sales agent, I can show you how to get more for your Medicare dollar with a 
Medicare Advantage plan from UnitedHealthcare®. Attend an upcoming meeting to learn more about 
plans in your area. 

Tinley Park
2/18/2021 
10:00am 
Tinley Business Center 
16557 S. Oak Park Ave 
Ste D

Tinley Park
2/23/2021 
1:00pm 
Bremen VFW Hall 
17147 S. Oak Park Ave 

Tinley Park
2/25/2021 
10:00am 
Tinley Business Center 
16557 S. Oak Park Ave 
Ste D

For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call 708-539-4012, TTY 711. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance 
Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare.  ©2020 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_21SPRJ55513_C SPRJ55513 
 00364E54

Tina Konieczki
Licensed Sales Agent
708-539-4012, TTY 711
tina@tkinsuranceservices.com
UHCMedicareSolutions.com
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