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St. Walter and St. Benedict 
School Unify 

St. Benedict School on 
New Street in Blue Island 
and St. Walter School on 
Western Avenue in Chica-
go will unite as one school 
but continue classes at two 
campuses with the upper 
grades held at St. Benedict 
and lower grades held at 
St. Walter. The two school 
campuses are 1.7 miles 
apart. 

The unification of St. 
Walter and St. Benedict, 
which will be named the St. 
Walter-St. Benedict School 
until a permanent name is 
decided later, will allow the 
schools to consolidate fi-
nances and building space. 
The upper grades will be 
able to take advantage of 
St. Benedict’s gymnasium 
and science lab, while the 
St. Walter building has one 
floor more appropriate for 
lower grades. Preschool will 
be offered at the current 
St. Benedict campus, and 
may be offered at both sites, 
which will be determined 
by interest and enrollment 
at a later date. 

“The bringing together 
of these two schools helps 
stabilize them financially,” 
Archdiocese of Chicago Su-
perintendent Dr. Jim Rigg 
stated. “This structure will 
also give us classroom space 
to grow.” 

Dr. Emily Hanlon will be 
the principal of St. Walter-
St. Benedict School for the 
2021-2022 school year. She 
offers experience, expertise, 
and dedication to the mis-
sion of providing an engag-
ing, faith-based education. 
Her tenure will officially 
begin July 1. During the 
transition, Dr. Hanlon and 
St. Walter Principal, Ms. 
Cash will continue to work 
collaboratively to prepare 
for the unification. 

The new unified school 
is currently enrolling. More 
information regarding ad-
mission and tuition rates 
can be found at stwalter.org 
or stbenbi.org under “Uni-
fication.” Scholarships are 
available for families, please 
contact either school for 
more information. 

Pappas reminds taxpayers: Pay First Installment 
property taxes through May 3 with no late fee 

Property taxes are due 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021, 
but there is no late fee 
through Monday, May 3, 
2021, Treasurer Maria Pap-
pas says in a new YouTube 
video, “Pappas No late fees 
on 1st installment through 
May 3, 2021.”

Pappas also recorded the 
30-second video in Span-
ish. 

The Cook County Board 
of Commissioners in No-
vember waived for two 
months the 1.5 percent 
per month late fee on all 
Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes. Taxpayers can pay 
the First Installment, due 
March 2 without a late fee 
through May 3, 2021. Late 
fees also will be waived for 
two months for the Second 

Installment, due later this 
year. 

Property owners can 
visit cookcountytreasurer.
com and enter their street 
address or Property Index 
Number (PIN) to: search 
$76 million in available 
property tax refunds, see 
if they are eligible for $46 
million in missing tax ex-
emptions, and download a 

copy of their bill and pay 
online.

Pritzker Signs HB 4276, Extends Protections for First Responders and Frontline Essential Workers 
Building on efforts to 

protect Illinois’ first re-
sponders and frontline es-
sential workers, Governor 
JB Pritzker signed HB 4276 
into law. The legislation 
extends worker compen-
sation benefits until June 
30, 2021, for first respond-
ers and frontline essential 
workers who were exposed 
to and contracted COV-
ID-19 through their job.

“This legislation ensures 
that our first respond-
ers and frontline essential 
workers, as well as their 
families, continue to re-
ceive the protection and 

benefits that they deserve,” 
Pritzker said. “Illinois has 
made substantial progress 
in our fight against CO-
VID-19 and it is because of 
the hard work, and some-
times difficult sacrifices, 
from our first respond-
ers and frontline essential 
workers. I am proud to 
sign this legislation as my 
administration continues 
to do all it can to protect 
them, their families and all 
our communities.” 

“We’ve asked first re-
sponders and frontline 
workers to repeatedly put 
themselves in harm’s way 

to protect us throughout 
the pandemic,” said Sena-
tor, Assistant Majority 
Leader Bill Cunningham. 
“I’m proud to join Gover-
nor Pritzker to help ensure 
that we, in turn, protect 
first responders and front-
line workers should they 
contract the virus while at 
work.” 

“First responders and 
essential frontline workers 
put their lives on the line 
every single day,” said Rep-
resentative, Assistant Ma-
jority Leader Jay Hoffman. 
“This bill is necessary and 
will ensure the continued 

protection of those serving 
on the frontlines that have 
contracted COVID-19 
while on the job. Thank 
you Governor Pritzker for 
recognizing the sacrifice 
our first responders, essen-
tial frontline workers and 
their families have made 
for the state of Illinois.” 

“Once again, Governor 
Pritzker has demonstrated 
his support not just for our 
firefighter/paramedics but 
for all essential employees 
in Illinois by signing HB 
4276 into law,” said Chuck 
Sullivan, President of the 
Associated Fire Fighters 

of Illinois. “As we work 
through this global pan-
demic, the Governor, as 
well as Leader Hoffman 
and Leader Cunningham 
have proven time and 
again that worker rights are 
important to them. This 
bill will continue to allow 
those serving on the front-
lines an assurance that if 
they should contract CO-
VID, there are measures in 
place to protect them.” 

HB 4276 also allows ex-
tended time-off up to 60 
days if COVID impacted 
the recovery of an employ-
ee. For example, if COVID 

impacted an individual’s 
ability to attend physical 
therapy at the doctor’s of-
fice which was closed be-
cause of COVID-19, under 
the new legislation, the 
time period is extended so 
the employee can now take 
time off to rehabilitate and 
receive compensation.The 
legislation also extends 
the timeline in which the 
death of a policeman and 
fireman from COVID-19 
can be designated as a fatal 
injury while in active ser-
vice. 

HB 4276 is effective im-
mediately. 

Maria Pappas

Community programs at Moraine Valley Community College
Become a notary pub-

lic: Learn the basics and 
requirements to become 
an Illinois notary public. 
Including, code of ethics, 
common notarial acts & 
certificates, notary jour-
nals and more. A must for 
small businesses. Thursday, 
March 23 and 30, 6-7:30 
pm.

Anti-harassment train-
ing: Required by the De-
partment of Professional 
Regulation for sexual ha-
rassment training for social 
workers, public accoun-

tants, counselors, massage 
therapists, nursing home 
admins, occupational ther-
apists and nurses. March 

22, April 21 and May 5, 5-6 
p.m.

Certificate in data analy-
sis: Get an understanding 

of how to analyze business 
data. Learn to perform in-
quiries that will be useful to 
your business and to com-
municate results through 
graphs and texts.  April 
5-30, online self-paced.

Google Analytics certifi-
cate: Learn key techniques 
and how to use website ana-
lytics to help drive impres-
sions and sales. April 5-May 
28, online self-paced.

To register or if you have 
questions, contact us at 
(708) 974-5735 or ccce@
morainevalley.edu 
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Orland Park Public Library 
offers home delivery

If you are an Orland Park 
Public Library cardholder 
who could use home deliv-
ery services and would like 
library materials delivered 

to your home, please con-
tact Outreach Services De-
partment at 708-428-5114 
or by email at outreach@
orlandparklibrary.org.

Receive Oak Forest Emergency Notifications 
The new Everbridge 

system replaces Reverse 
911 as a means to notify 
citizens. Critical situations 
like severe weather and 
criminal activity require 
information to be shared 
quickly and effectively with 
residents.

Everbridge helps the 
City of Oak Forest send 
messages out to the entire 
town or certain areas of the 
town where a particular 
emergency is taking place 
such as a water main break. 
Creating an account is 
easy! If you ever move and 
do not want any notifica-

tions, you have the ability 
to delete your account. 

Go to the City of Oak 
Forest website at www.
oak-forest.org and look for 
the Everbridge logo to cre-
ate an account or click this 
link: Everbridge Registra-
tion. 

You can even download 

the Everbridge app via 
Google Play on android 
devices or Apple app store 
on iPhones or iPads. 

Enter a cell phone num-
ber for voice and text, 
landline phone number 
for voice, email address 
for notifications, as well 
as home address. Entering 
your home address helps 
the City of Oak Forest send 
messages to only certain 
areas of the town that a 
particular emergency is 
taking place. 

Sign up today to help us 
better communicate with 
you. 

Pappas: Cook County Board passes ordinance to bring transparency to TIF spending 
The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners has en-
acted an ordinance that 
would increase disclosure 
in an area where it is long 
overdue, Tax Increment Fi-
nancing districts, Treasurer 
Maria Pappas said recently. 

The Board approved an 
amendment to the Debt 
Disclosure Ordinance, 

which allows the Trea-
surer’s Office to gather 
vital financial data for the 
county’s 547 primary tax-
ing districts and publish it 
on cookcountytreasurer.
com. The amendment 
would give taxpayers the 
opportunity to examine 
how TIF dollars have been 
spent and to whom. This 

information also would be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com for taxpayers to 
view and download. Pap-
pas suggested the idea to 
the board and helped draft 
the amendment. 

“The County Board took 
ground-breaking action re-
garding transparency when 
it passed the Debt Disclo-

sure Ordinance in 2009 at 
my request,” Pappas said. 
“I am grateful to the Board 
for doing the same with 
TIFs.” 

Commissioners John 
P. Daley (11th) and Larry 
Suffredin (13th) were lead 
sponsors of the amend-
ment, which had 13 co-
sponsors: Alma E. Anaya 

(7th), Luis Arroyo Jr. (8th), 
Dennis Deer (2nd), Bridget 
Degnen (12th), Bridget 
Gainer (10th), Brandon 
Johnson (1st), Bill Lowry 
(3rd), Donna Miller (6th), 
Stanley Moore (4th), Sean 
M. Morrison (17th), Kevin 
B. Morrison (15th), Peter 
N. Silvestri (9th), Deborah 
Sims (5th). 

Two commissioners 
voted no: Frank J. Aguilar 
(16th) and Scott R. Britton 
(14th). 

In Cook County, 444 TIF 
Districts across 96 munici-
palities accounted for more 
than $1.3 billion in prop-
erty tax revenue last year, 
or 8.4% of the entire $15.6 
billion billed. 

Early Voting 
Coming Soon

As the April 6 Consoli-
dated Election draws near-
er, Early Voting may be on 
your mind. The Mokena 
Village Hall will host Early 
Voting beginning Monday, 
March 22. Registered vot-
ers may cast their ballots 
March 22, through Friday, 
March 26, and Monday, 
March 29, through Thurs-
day, April 1, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  

You may also Early Vote 
at the Will County Clerk’s 
Office, 302 N. Chicago 
Street in Joliet, Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For com-
plete details on Early Vot-
ing at the Clerk’s Office, 
please visit their website at 
thewillcountyclerk.com.  

Not going to be in town 
for Early Voting or Elec-
tion Day? You may request 
a “Vote by Mail” ballot now 
through March 29. To ob-
tain a ballot request form, 
you can visit us at Village 
Hall, call us at (708) 479-
3900 to have one mailed 
to you, or contact the Will 
County Clerk’s Office at 
(815) 740-4615.

If you have further ques-
tions on voter registration 
or Early Voting, please con-
tact us at (708) 479-3900.  

Exercise your right to 
vote! 

Vaccine eligibility includes medical conditions
Building on efforts to eq-

uitably distribute the CO-
VID-19 vaccine, Governor 
Pritzker and the Illinois De-
partment of Health recently 
announced that Illinoisans 
with serious medical condi-
tions can be vaccinated, in 
line with federal guidance. 

The expansion includes 
residents 16 and older with 
disabilities or underlying 
conditions who aren’t oth-
erwise covered in previous 
eligibility categories, in ac-
cordance with CDC guide-
lines. At the same time, the 
state has made substantial 
progress toward vaccinat-
ing health care workers, 

seniors in long-term care 
facilities and others who are 
already eligible for the vac-
cine. 

“As states and cities 
across the country expand 
eligibility for the vaccine, 
it’s vital that the most medi-
cally vulnerable like those 
with heart disease, lung dis-
ease and cancer have access 
to the vaccine, regardless of 
their age,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “I’m thrilled to see 
that we can effectively ad-
minister more than 100,000 
doses a day, and with the 
federal supply projected to 
hit 100,000 doses delivered 
daily in mid-March, we 

must be prepared to vac-
cinate this population as 
quickly as possible.” 

In accordance with the 
CDC guidelines, the ex-
panded list of eligible con-
ditions will include cancer, 
chronic kidney disease, 
COPD, diabetes, heart con-
ditions, immunosuppressed 
states from a solid organ 
transplant, smoking, obe-
sity, pregnancy, pulmonary 
diseases, and sickle cell dis-
ease. 

A complete list of state-
supported sites outside 
Cook County can be found 
at https://coronavirus.illi-
nois.gov/s.

MVCC community programs
Become a notary pub-

lic: Learn the basics and 
requirements to become 
an Illinois notary public. A 
must for small businesses. 
Thursday, March 23 and 30, 
6-7:30 pm.

Anti-harassment train-
ing: Required by the De-
partment of Professional 
Regulation for many occu-
pations. March 22, April 21 
and May 5, 5-6 p.m.

Certificate in data analy-
sis: Get an understanding 
of how to analyze business 
data. April 5-30, self-paced.

Google Analytics certifi-
cate: Learn how to use web-
site analytics to help drive 
impressions and sales. April 
5-May 28, self-paced.

To register or if you have 
questions, contact us at 
(708) 974-5735 or ccce@
morainevalley.edu 



We serve our
community with

good news!

Chicago Ridge, Worth, Palos Hills, Palos Park, Palos Heights

SOUTH SUBURBAN EDITION

 
 Village View

Proudly Serving
Chicagoland for 47 Years

Volume 22 | Number 5 | March 2, 2021

Pappas: Ordinance to bring TIF transparency
The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners has en-
acted an ordinance that 
would increase disclosure 
in an area where it is long 
overdue, Tax Increment Fi-
nancing districts, Treasurer 
Maria Pappas said recently. 

The Board approved an 
amendment to the Debt 
Disclosure Ordinance, 
which allows the Treasurer’s 
Office to gather vital finan-
cial data for the county’s 547 

primary taxing districts and 
publish it on cookcounty-
treasurer.com. 

The amendment would 
give taxpayers the oppor-
tunity to examine how TIF 
dollars have been spent and 
to whom. This information 
also would be posted to 
cookcountytreasurer.com. 
Pappas suggested the idea 
to the board and helped 
draft the amendment. 

“The County Board took 

ground-breaking action re-
garding transparency when 
it passed the Debt Disclo-
sure Ordinance in 2009 at 
my request,” Pappas said. “I 
am grateful to the Board for 
doing the same with TIFs.” 

In Cook County, 444 TIF 
Districts across 96 munici-
palities accounted for more 
than $1.3 billion in prop-
erty tax revenue last year, 
or 8.4% of the entire $15.6 
billion billed. 

ComEd Rate Increase in Palos Park
The Village of Palos 

Park has been notified 
that residents are likely to 
see higher ComEd electric 
bills in March 2021. The 
higher bill is largely due to 
two factors: the increase in 
energy demand with the 
recent extended sub-freez-
ing temperatures, and the 
ComEd default supply rate 
which reversed a lower 
trend and will rise some-
what for meter reading pe-
riods ending in March. 

Electric bills are com-
prised of two parts, the ac-
tual electricity used and the 
delivery fee from ComEd. 
The ComEd supply rate, 
which was $0.06705/kWh 

in February, will increase 
to $0.07463/ kWh for 
bills received in March. A 
component of the supply 
rate is the Purchased En-
ergy Adjustment (PEA). 
The PEA is a price adjust-
ment (credit or charge) 
and represents the differ-
ence between the revenues 
from the monthly ComEd 
Price-to-Compare and the 
actual cost of electricity 
supplied to ComEd cus-
tomers. That component 
has recently been a credit 
on prior bills, but will be a 
charge for March, as it rep-
resents increased usage in 
February. 

It is worth noting, that 

ComEd’s rate hike is not 
caused by the Village’s ag-
gregation program with 
MC Squared Energy Ser-
vices. Ratepayers partici-
pating in the community 
electric aggregation pro-
gram are charged the exact 
same ComEd supply rate; 
however, Green Energy 
from wind farms is pur-
chased through this pro-
gram, at zero added cost to 
residents and the Village. 

If you have specific 
questions about your bill, 
please contact ComEd at 
800.334.7661. If you have 
any other questions, feel 
free to contact the Village 
at 708.671.3700. 

Palos Park 
police warn of 
Unemployment 
scam 

The Palos Park Police 
Department is investigat-
ing a new twist on un-
employment scams that 
have been circulating in 
our area over the past few 
months. PPPD Investiga-
tions is following up on 
a number of reports that 
involve victims receiv-
ing 1099-G tax forms that 
they did not file for. 

If you have unexpect-
edly received a 1099-G 
tax form from Illinois De-
partment of Employment 
Security (IDES), you may 
be the victim of unem-
ployment fraud. A 1099-
G form is filled out when 
filing taxes if you have 
gotten money from IDES. 
However, if you have not 
received unemployment it 
is possible a scammer has 
filed for benefits in your 
name. 

Anyone receiving an 
unwarranted tax form or 
letter saying they have got-
ten benefits should report 
it on IDES’ new fraud link, 
https://www2.illinois.gov/
ides/Pages/UI-Fraud.aspx.

Community programs at 
Moraine Valley

Become a notary pub-
lic: Learn the basics and 
requirements to become 
an Illinois notary public. 
Including, code of ethics, 
common notarial acts & 
certificates, notary jour-
nals and more. A must for 
small businesses. Thursday, 
March 23 and 30, 6-7:30 
pm.

Anti-harassment train-
ing: Required by the De-
partment of Professional 
Regulation for sexual ha-
rassment training for social 
workers, public accoun-
tants, counselors, massage 
therapists, nursing home 
admins, occupational ther-
apists and nurses. March 
22, April 21 and May 5, 5-6 
p.m.

Certificate in data analy-
sis: Get an understanding 
of how to analyze business 
data. Learn how to perform 
inquiries that will be use-
ful to your business and 
the skillset to communicate 
results through graphs and 
texts. April 5-30, online 
self-paced.

Google Analytics cer-
tificate: Don’t miss key 
opportunities to drive 
website traffic. Learn key 
techniques and how to use 
website analytics to help 
drive impressions and sales.  
April 5-May 28, online self-
paced.

To register or if you have 
questions, contact us at 
(708) 974-5735 or ccce@
morainevalley.edu 

Pritzker Signs HB 4276, Extends Protections for First Responders and Frontline Essential Workers 
Building on efforts to 

protect Illinois’ first re-
sponders and frontline es-
sential workers, Governor 
JB Pritzker signed HB 4276 
into law. The legislation 
extends worker compen-
sation benefits until June 
30, 2021, for first respond-
ers and frontline essential 
workers who were exposed 
to and contracted COV-
ID-19 through their job.

“This legislation ensures 
that our first respond-

ers and frontline essential 
workers, as well as their 
families, continue to re-
ceive the protection and 
benefits that they deserve,” 
Pritzker said. “Illinois has 
made substantial progress 
in our fight against CO-
VID-19 and it is because of 
the hard work, and some-
times difficult sacrifices, 
from our first respond-
ers and frontline essential 
workers. I am proud to 
sign this legislation as my 

administration continues 
to do all it can to protect 
them, their families and all 
our communities.” 

“We’ve asked first re-
sponders and frontline 
workers to repeatedly put 
themselves in harm’s way 
to protect us throughout 
the pandemic,” said Sena-
tor, Assistant Majority 
Leader Bill Cunningham. 
“I’m proud to join Gover-
nor Pritzker to help ensure 
that we, in turn, protect 

first responders and front-
line workers should they 
contract the virus while at 
work.” 

“First responders and 
essential frontline workers 
put their lives on the line 
every single day,” said Rep-
resentative, Assistant Ma-
jority Leader Jay Hoffman. 
“This bill is necessary and 
will ensure the continued 
protection of those serving 
on the frontlines that have 
contracted COVID-19 

while on the job. Thank 
you Governor Pritzker for 
recognizing the sacrifice 
our first responders, essen-
tial frontline workers and 
their families have made 
for the state of Illinois.” 

HB 4276 also allows ex-
tended time-off up to 60 
days if COVID impacted 
the recovery of an employ-
ee. For example, if COVID 
impacted an individual’s 
ability to attend physical 
therapy at the doctor’s of-

fice which was closed be-
cause of COVID-19, under 
the new legislation, the 
time period is extended so 
the employee can now take 
time off to rehabilitate and 
receive compensation.The 
legislation also extends the 
timeline in which the death 
of a policeman and fire-
man from COVID-19 can 
be designated as a fatal in-
jury while in active service. 

HB 4276 is effective im-
mediately. 
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Local company, Bedford Grow, 
starts scholarship named in 
honor of founder’s brother 

The Moraine Val-
ley Community College 
Foundation has received 
an $85,000 donation from 
Bedford Grow to establish 
an endowed scholarship. 
The Bedford Grow Lou 
Dineff Memorial Scholar-
ship will support five an-
nual $1,000 scholarships 
for students enrolled in 
the college’s Cannabis Re-
tail Specialist Program. 

“We hope this scholar-
ship will make students’ 
lives easier as they navigate 
the educational process 
and achieve their dreams 
of success,” said Laurel 
Dineff, founder and CEO 
of Bedford Grow. 

The scholarship was 
named in honor of Lau-
rel’s brother, Lou, to rec-
ognize his dedication to 
encouraging the state to le-
galize medical cannabis so 
people could benefit from 
this alternative therapy. He 
had seen his sister, Bev-
erly, suffer from a debil-
itating illness that a doc-
tor said would have been 
helped by medical canna-
bis. Since it was not legal in 
Illinois, Lou worked with 
state legislators to promote 
the passage of the Com-
passionate Use of Medical 

Cannabis Pilot Program 
Act of 2013, so people like 
his sister could be helped. 
He died a week after Lau-
rel was granted the license 
to start the Bedford Grow 
business. 

Bedford Grow, one of 
the leading developers 
and cultivators of medi-
cal-grade cannabis prod-
ucts in the state, as well as 
adult use cannabis, wanted 
to support education in its 
community. The company 
chose to donate their state-
mandated contribution to 
Moraine Valley Commu-
nity College because it of-
fers an approved certificate 
program to train students 
for employment in this 
fast-growing industry that 
will need a significant 
number of skilled workers 
who possess a thorough 
understanding of safety 
and compliance issues. 

Laurel liked the idea of 
supporting students from 
the local area. “As first-
generation immigrants, 
my family and I are sen-
sitive to the need for edu-
cation. Struggling through 
school on scholarships and 
loans was difficult for us, 
but we did it. We worked 
hard and are now able to 

give back to the commu-
nity in which we grew up,” 
she said. 

Paul Chialdikas, Bed-
ford Grow’s vice presi-
dent, indicated the schol-
arship also will help the 
industry and local econo-
my. “There’s going to be a 
large labor force in this in-
dustry, and we want to ed-
ucate more people for em-
ployment.” According to 
Chialdikas, 150 new can-
nabis retail licenses are ex-
pected to be released by 
the state in the next year, 
so the need for workers 
will be substantial. “I’ve 
seen estimates that this 
may be a $3 billion indus-
try in Illinois by 2023,” he 
said. 

“We are incredibly 
thankful for this dona-

tion of $85,000 from Bed-
ford Grow that will help 
students for decades to 
come,” said Kristy McG-
real, executive director 
of the Foundation. “With 
this scholarship, we will 
support countless stu-
dents as they prepare to 
enter this emerging indus-
try. As a Foundation, we 
are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to offer assistance 
to many deserving stu-
dents because of Bedford 
Grow’s generosity.” The 
first scholarships will be 
available for students this 
year and will be offered 
annually. 

For information about 
the Moraine Valley Foun-
dation, contact McGreal, 
at mcgrealc2@moraine-
valley.edu. 

Pappas: Cook County Board passes ordinance to bring transparency to TIF spending 
The Cook County Board 

of Commissioners has en-
acted an ordinance that 
would increase disclosure 
in an area where it is long 
overdue, Tax Increment Fi-
nancing districts, Treasurer 
Maria Pappas said recently. 

The Board approved an 
amendment to the Debt 
Disclosure Ordinance, 

which allows the Trea-
surer’s Office to gather 
vital financial data for the 
county’s 547 primary tax-
ing districts and publish it 
on cookcountytreasurer.
com. The amendment 
would give taxpayers the 
opportunity to examine 
how TIF dollars have been 
spent and to whom. This 

information also would be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com for taxpayers to 
view and download. Pap-
pas suggested the idea to 
the board and helped draft 
the amendment. 

“The County Board took 
ground-breaking action re-
garding transparency when 
it passed the Debt Disclo-

sure Ordinance in 2009 at 
my request,” Pappas said. 
“I am grateful to the Board 
for doing the same with 
TIFs.” 

Commissioners John 
P. Daley (11th) and Larry 
Suffredin (13th) were lead 
sponsors of the amend-
ment, which had 13 co-
sponsors: Alma E. Anaya 

(7th), Luis Arroyo Jr. (8th), 
Dennis Deer (2nd), Bridget 
Degnen (12th), Bridget 
Gainer (10th), Brandon 
Johnson (1st), Bill Lowry 
(3rd), Donna Miller (6th), 
Stanley Moore (4th), Sean 
M. Morrison (17th), Kevin 
B. Morrison (15th), Peter 
N. Silvestri (9th), Deborah 
Sims (5th). 

Two commissioners 
voted no: Frank J. Aguilar 
(16th) and Scott R. Britton 
(14th). 

In Cook County, 444 TIF 
Districts across 96 munici-
palities accounted for more 
than $1.3 billion in prop-
erty tax revenue last year, 
or 8.4% of the entire $15.6 
billion billed. 

Hurley Calls for More Funding 
for First Responders, Education 

After listening to Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s budget address, 
state Rep. Fran Hurley, D-
Chicago, released the fol-
lowing statement: 

“Currently our families 
and businesses are strug-
gling through a global pan-
demic which is draining 
our healthcare resources 
and first responders. In ad-
dition, the pandemic has 
created an unemployment 
surge which needs to be 
addressed properly with 
unemployment financial 
support and job training 
tools to help those laid off 
find a new job. At a federal 
level, we need to see more 
support for Illinois and all 
individual states. Congress 
to pass a much more ro-

bust financial aid package 
for states. 

“The budget address is 
only the first step in devel-
oping a budget. The biggest 
priorities of our budget 
need to be providing all es-
sential services Illinoisans 
need to live, proper school 
funding, and more fund-
ing for our first respond-
ers and healthcare workers. 
We also need to focus on 
cutting out unnecessary 
wasteful spending so we 
can improve our mental 
health resources and other 
much-needed services. I 
look forward to working 
with other representatives 
to come up with a fair, re-
sponsible and balanced 
budget.” 

Vaccine eligibility expands
Building on efforts to 

equitably distribute the 
COVID-19 vaccine, Gov-
ernor Pritzker and the Illi-
nois Department of Health 
recently announced that 
Illinoisans with serious 
medical conditions can 
be vaccinated, in line with 
federal guidance. 

The expansion includes 
residents 16 and older with 
disabilities or underlying 
conditions who aren’t oth-

erwise covered in previous 
eligibility categories, in ac-
cordance with CDC guide-
lines. 

The list of conditions 
will include cancer, chron-
ic kidney disease, COPD, 
diabetes, heart conditions, 
immunosuppressed states 
from a solid organ trans-
plant, smoking, obesity, 
pregnancy, pulmonary dis-
eases, and sickle cell dis-
ease. 

Paul Chialdikas, Bedford Grow’s vice president (right), pres-
ents an $85,000 check to Dr. Sylvia M. Jenkins, president of 
Moraine Valley Community College (center), and Kristy McG-
real, executive director of the Moraine Valley Foundation (left).
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Village View Publication, Inc.
708-425-1910

Fax: 708-221-6663
vvnew@sbcglobal.net

www.vvnew.com
Like us on Facebook!

Owner/Editor/Publisher Annette Dixon
Published on the first and third Tuesday of every 

month. Press releases and ads are to be
e-mailed to vvnew@sbcglobal.net

We have found that through the years of publishing the 
readers are interested in general information and also 
local happenings within their community. Therefore 

because we are fully electronic, we will not be accepting 
faxed or mailed news releases.

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org
Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org
The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 

www.burbankilchamber.com
Chicago Southland Convention 

& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com
Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 

www.evergreenparkchamber.org
The Hills Chamber of Commerce 

www.thehillschamber.org
Justice Chamber of Commerce 

www.villageofjustice.org
Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  

The OC Chamber of Commerce 
www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.  

Papers range from 1973 to 2013 and are hosted by the Internet Archive.  
Look at the Oak Lawn Library website at https://www.olpl.org/

STOP PAY TO PLAY POLITICS ONCE AND FOR ALL.
www.deuser.us

  Paid for by Citizens for August Deuser

AUGUST
DEUSERVOTE

PRO LIFE
PRO EDUCATIONPRO POLICE

PRO 2nd Amendment

Mayor Baldermann of New Lenox was asked by Minority Republican 
Leader Durkin to run for State Rep. in the 37th District when Margo 
retired. All of the sudden Tim Ozinga comes along with his checkbook 
and the Republican Party kicks Baldermann to the curb? Baldermann 
is a former police of�cer. Also, Ozinga contributes money to 
Republican organizations like the Will County Committee.George 
Pearson is the Will County Republican Chairman and has received 
contributions from the Ozinga family. Pay to Play Politics has to STOP 
in Illinois. Whether it is Madigan or Ozinga it is bad business. My 
name is August (O’Neill) Deuser and I ask for your vote on March 15, 
2022 in the primary. I will bust my behind to change the culture of 
politics in Illinois. You have to have integrity going into the job 
because it can’t be found in Illinois Politics. If elected I would go to 
every rep. and asked them if they are for or against term limits. I 
would then post the results in as many papers as possible. I’m not 
naive but I’m a bulldog. Term limits should be two terms of four years 
and you are done. We are trillions of dollars in debt because the 
current politicians keep spending money we don’t have? It’s time to 

Cashless tolling is here to stay in Illinois
The Illinois Tollway re-

cently confirmed that cash 
toll collection will not be re-
turning to the Tollway sys-
tem. The decision comes 
nearly a year after cash col-
lection was halted due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and more than 15 years 
after the system was con-
verted to open road tolling 
for I-PASS customers, with 
more than 92% of toll trans-
actions taking place via I-
PASS and E-ZPass in 2019. 

To ensure a smooth tran-
sition for all customers, the 
Illinois Tollway is also de-
veloping a significant ex-
pansion of the Illinois 
Tollway’s I-PASS Assist Pro-

gram aimed at getting an I-
PASS, and the lower toll 
rate, into the hands of those 
who need it most. The pro-
gram, anticipated to launch 
in May, will look to waive 
the deposit on transponders 
while adding an initial $20 
in tolls to eligible applicants 
whose household income is 
below 250% of the federal 
poverty guidelines.  

“It’s our goal to be as 
transparent as possible as 
we work to ensure the Illi-
nois Tollway continues to 
lead the way in the travel 
experience, we provide to 
our customers,” said Illinois 
Tollway Executive Director 
José Alvarez. 

The Tollway will continue 
to maintain a 14-day grace 
period, one of the longest 
in the nation allowing cus-
tomers to pay unpaid tolls 
without additional fees or 
fines prior to being mailed 
an invoice. And thanks to 
extensive tolling reforms 
last year, the initial notice 
for unpaid tolls no longer 
includes a $20 violation for 
each missed toll, rather a $3 
fee for each unpaid toll on 
passenger vehicles.

Moving forward, Illinois 
Tollway drivers will contin-
ue to have the option to pay 
tolls with I-PASS, E-ZPass 
or pay online with the Toll-
way’s Pay By Plate service. 

Veterans aid 
available

The Oak Forest Veterans 
Commission would like to 
make residents aware of 
assistance to Veterans in 
Cook County. Qualified 
veterans can visit vacof-
cookcounty.org for more 
information. 

The Veterans Assistance 
Commission (VAC) is a 
distinct unit of local gov-
ernment created by State 
Law and funded by Cook 
County. The VAC provides 
emergency financial assis-
tance to Honorably Dis-
charged Military Veterans 
and their families, who re-
side in Cook County. 

Types of aid include pay-
ment assistance for rents, 
mortgages and utilities.

For more information, 
please email ofveterans-
comm@oak-forest.org. 

Palos Park Police Foundation  
announces new president

The purpose of the Palos 
Park Police Foundation is 
to enhance the quality of 
police service in Palos Park 
and strengthen the relation-
ship between the police 
and the community. We are 
pleased to announce that 
longtime resident Melissa 
Gracias will become the 
new president of the Palos 
Park Police Foundation. 

The organization has 
been led by former Mayor 
Carolyn Baca since the 
inception of Illinois’ first 
Police Foundation. The 
group realized in 2010 that 
modern public safety de-
mands require police de-
partments be better trained, 
better equipped, and more 
in touch with the specific 
needs of their community 
than ever before. Tax dol-
lars provide the basic ne-
cessities, the foundation is 

dedicated to providing our 
police with the most mod-
ern equipment, technology, 
and training. 

“The Palos Park Po-
lice Foundation has the 
great privilege of being the 
bridge between the com-
munity and the Police De-
partment. Their goal is to 
support those who protect 
us and make Palos Park a 
better and safer place to live 
through programs designed 
to enhance public safety 
using community partner-
ships and outreach,” said 
Gracias, a longtime Palos 
Parker.

Gracias has served on the 
District 230 Board of Edu-
cation since 2013. She cur-
rently serves as the Board 
Vice President as well as 
the Chair of the Student 
Services Committee. Gra-
cias is an active supporter 

of the Amos Alonzo Stagg 
community, and actively 
volunteers throughout the 
entire district. Gracias is a 
founding member of the 
Palos Park Police Founda-
tion and volunteers annu-
ally at the Autumn in the 
Park Festival. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree from 
Davenport University in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
She has obtained a Master 
Board member status and 
is also a Leadership Fellow. 

For more information 
call 708- 671-3782. 

Orland Park Awarded Urban Forestry Grant 
The Village of Orland 

Park was recently awarded 
a grant to complete an in-
ventory and develop a man-
agement plan for trees at 
village parks and facilities. 

“The Village of Orland 
Park’s landscape is abun-
dant in natural, beautiful 
terrain,” said Mayor Keith 

Pekau. “This grant will as-
sist in not only securing this 
important part of the envi-
ronment within the Village 
but will strengthen its ex-
istence while nurturing its 
growth moving forward.” 

The funds are provided 
by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture 

(USDA) Forest Service 
through the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR) Urban and 
Community Forestry Core 
Grant Program and ad-
ministered by The Morton 
Arboretum and the Chi-
cago Region Trees Initiative 
(CRTI). 

Melissa Gracias
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ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

Premium Dog and Cat food,
Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.

Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,
small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

  
 

  
For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

Fun with the hits of yesterday…TODAY!     Fun with the hits of yesterday…TODAY!    

1376 Joliet Road, RomeovilleAppearing at

Spring 2021 is just around the corner!
With life returning to normal, Sweet Reminder is ready to welcome the 
sunshine and warmer temperatures with more opportunities for you to 
go out and celebrate life! Join us for an afternoon of great food and 
engaging entertainment!  It’s a musical journey down memory lane 

that’ll make your heart sing!

Nifty 50’s & 60’s - Have some fun with the jukebox gems that captured the hearts of 
teenagers across the country! Whether we’re wearing our poodle skirts and saddle shoes or our 

mini-skirts and go-go boots, these tunes are delivered in Sweet Reminder’s signature playful style! 
Jailhouse Rock, Que Sera Sera, Sincerely, My Guy, Downtown, Boots   June 10

Sweet Reminders of Christmas - The magic of the holiday season comes alive with 
cheerful sounds and light-hearted fun in each festive song celebrating

“The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!”
Santa Baby, Suzy Snow�ake, Sisters (from White Christmas), Winter Wonderland   December 10

Reservation price $41 ea. or $38 for parties of 15 or more. INCLUDES ENTIRE EVENT:
Delicious 4-piece chicken meal with all the �xin’s: baked potato, homemade corn fritters, kidney bean 

salad, cottage cheese, coleslaw, coffee or tea beverage, dessert, tax, gratuity, and the show!
Lunch served 11:30, Show to follow.  Appropriate spacing for seating will be followed in helping keep 

everyone safe and healthy.  Masks will be worn while entering and getting up from table.
MUST CALL TO RESERVE SEATING:  630-375-9717 | www.sweetreminder.net

PETS
IL Department on Aging Seeks Nominations for Senior Hall of Fame 

The Illinois Department 
on Aging (IDoA) is ac-
cepting nominations for 
the 2021 Senior Illinois-
ans Hall of Fame Awards. 
These awards recognize 
adults, 65 years of age and 
older, and highlight the 
meaningful contributions 
they have made in Illinois. 

“It’s been tough this past 
year. We all know an older 
family member, friend or 
neighbor who has made 
a significant impact in 
their community or has 
gone the extra mile during 
these challenging times,” 
said Paula Basta, Direc-
tor of IDoA. “Now, more 
than ever, I encourage ev-
eryone to take some time 

to nominate those special 
individuals who should be 
recognized for their dedi-
cation and notable service. 
Please help us honor those 
who embody the spirit of 
respecting yesterday, sup-
porting today, and plan-
ning for tomorrow.” 

Award nominations are 
being accepted for the fol-
lowing categories: 

Community Service: 
awarded to Illinois senior 
citizens that have shown 
support for the general 
public and community-
based programs in their 
area or at large. 

Education: awarded to 
Illinois senior citizens that 
have shown a dedication to 

instruction and the world 
of academia. 

Labor Force: awarded 
to Illinois senior citizens 
that have a record of ac-
complishment in their em-
ployment or professional 
career. 

Performance / Graphic 
Arts: awarded to Illinois 
senior citizens that have 
a commitment to health 
and the promotion of well-
being or a record of ac-
complishment in artistic 
expression. 

The Senior Illinoisans 
Hall of Fame was created by 
the Illinois General Assem-
bly in 1994. Since then, 125 
people have been inducted 
into the Hall of Fame. 

The deadline for nomi-
nations is June 11. Eli-
gibility is based on the 
nominee's past and pres-
ent accomplishments. The 
candidate must be a cur-
rent Illinois resident, or a 
former Illinois resident for 
most of their life. Posthu-
mous nominees will also 
be considered. Nomina-
tion forms can be filled out 
online, calling the Senior 
HelpLine at 1-800-252-
8966 (hearing impaired call 
888-206-1327) or emailing 
aging.ilsenior@illinois.gov. 

For more information, 
visit illinois.gov/aging, or 
contact Purnell Borders 
at Purnell.Bordersiii@illi-
nois.gov. 

COVID Testing Site Open in Oak Forest, Tinley Park
Bremen Township will 

be performing free saliva 
testing (mouth swab) at the 
Bremen Township Senior/
Youth Complex.

Located at 15350 Oak 
Park Avenue in Oak Forest, 
testing will be available on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All 
are welcome and you must 
remain in your car for zero 
contact.

For more information, 
visit www.brementown-
ship.net. 

In addition, a drive-thru 
coronavirus testing center 
has opened in Tinley Park, 
and offers same day rapid 
testing results and PCR 
testing.

Located at 7460 Duvan 
Drive in Tinley Park, it 
is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. 8 p.m., 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 
center offers PCR testing, 
with results in 1-3 days, 
rapid testing at $125 and 
antibody testing. 

To book an appointment, 
which is required, visit the 
NAS Testing Center web-
site. On the day of the ap-
pointment, patients will 
drive up, get tested, then 
drive out without having 
to leave their car. For more 
information, call 708-649-
0333.

In vaccine news, the 

State of Illinois, the Cook 
County Department of 
Public Health and the Na-
tional Guard have opened a 
COVID-19 vaccination site 
at the Tinley Park Conven-
tion Center, 18451 Con-
vention Center Drive. Ap-
pointments are required; it 
is not a walk-up site. 

The State and Cook 
County have a website 
available to accept appoint-
ments at https://vaccine.
cookcountyil.gov/ or by 
calling 833-308-1988.

See more information 
about the state’s vaccina-
tion plan on the IDPH 
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 
Mass Vaccination Planning 
Guide at dph.illinois.gov.

Are you running in the April 6 election?
Call 708-425-1910 to advertise!
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March 6th

Fleadh
Around Town

Visit our bars & restaurants all day!
708-687-4600 | www.oc-chamber.org

8a-10a CNB 5k Virtual walk/run www.raceroster.com/37373
8:30a-10:30a Leprechaun Activities at Oak Forest Park District

11a Family Parade on Central Avenue -
steps off at OFHS, south to Park District

Hunt for the $1000 golden ticket along parade
route sponsored by

9320 S. 55th Ct., Oak Lawn, IL
www.school.stgerald.com

Be gallant! Be genuine!
Be great! Be a St. Gerald Giant!

NOW ENROLLING
Preschool - 8th grade for 2021-2022

Call for a private tour,
708-422-0121

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook
New Canteen Hours Noon to Close Daily

Public Welcome for 2021

St Pat’s Day Celebration is Coming
Sunday, March 14th Banquet Hall doors will open at
1pm Food will be available at 2pm and Music as well

60’s-70’s Rock Band “Ambedextrous” Live Show 
Saturday, Mar. 20th  Doors Open 6pm Music starts at 7pm 

Cash Bar Plus Food available. $5 tickets available now limited seating 

The “V”’s Fish Fry is Back Carry-Out & Take Home
Every Friday Thru Apr. 2nd , 4-7pm   Plated Dinners $10 ea
3 Kinds of Fish or Chicken Nuggets • Shrimp is Extra at $6

Call in or Come in and place your order it will be ready in minutes

Our New Queen Of Hearts Drawing Is Back Each Wednesday
Queen of Hearts $7 Dinners have returned w/Covid Restictions

We Have Video Gaming & Award an Winning Banquet Hall
accommodating parties for any occasion

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

Spartan Artists 
to be Featured 
in Instructional 
Book

Three of our Spartan 
art students have been se-
lected to help create art 
for the demonstration of a 
classroom lesson in Teach-
ing Specialist and Literacy 
Coach Shveta Miller's 
upcoming book Hacking 
Graphic Novels.  

Shveta reached out to 
Fine Arts Department 
Chair Eric Kallenborn for 
input and ideas, and when 
he suggested a lesson in 
communication that he 
has used with his Comic 
Creation class at OLCHS, 
he was asked to help recre-
ate the lesson, and students 
Elliot Flores, Taylor Fa-
bian, and Ola Abdelazeez 
stepped up to the challenge 
and created some amazing 
artwork that will be fea-
tured in the instructional 

text.  
“This lesson was a no-

brainer to add to a book 
like that,” said Kallenborn. 
“The lesson is great, and 
the results are always inter-
esting.”

The book comes out lat-
er this year, but the art can 
be found in an article about 
the project written by Kal-
lenborn.   

Kallenborn’s article can 
be viewed at http://theo-
thercomicbookteacher.
com/scripting-a-comic-a-
classroom-exercise/. 

March At Tinley Park-District Is All About the Green! 
You are sure to find lots 

of luck at Tinley Park-Park 
District this March! Sham-
rocks! Lucky Charms! 
Leprechauns! It’s all-in for 
the GREEN this month. 

First up is painting Tin-
ley Park green with sham-
rocks! Pick up your free 
paper shamrock to deco-
rate at home and display in 
your windows! Then take 
a walk and see how many 
shamrocks you can find. 
Shamrocks are free at the 
Tony Bettenhausen Rec 
Center at 8125 W. 171st 
Street. 

Every child who picks up 
a shamrock receives a little 
gift left by the leprechauns! 
While you are at the Rec-
reation Center, be sure 
to register for the Lucky 
Charms Bingo Hunt! This 
will be a fun family activ-
ity as you search together 
for the Leprechaun’s lost 
charms around Commu-

nity Park. 
After you register, you 

will get your bingo card 
and game rules from the 
front desk of the Recre-
ation Center. Everyone 
who turns in a completed 
bingo card gets a prize! 
There is also a grand prize 
drawing from all entries. 
The Lucky Charm Hunt 
takes place on March 17 
and 18. 

There is still time to sign 
up for the Running o' the 
Green 8K race on March 7! 
Be sure to wear your Irish 
best. Registration ends 
promptly at 3:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 4. There 
is no race day registration. 
After the race, head over to 
the Vogt Visual Art Center 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. for our annual free 
Irish Tea and to enjoy the 

March art gallery exhibit. 
Grandparents, you 

can enjoy a special time 
with the grandkids at our 
Grandparent's Tea Party 
on March 31 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Each 
person attending must 
register and the fee is per 
person, $12 for Park Dis-
trict residents and $13 for 
non-residents. Registra-
tion ends on March 11, so 
do not delay. 

White Water Canyon 
Water Park season mem-
berships are available for 
purchase beginning March 
1. Be sure to check out 
the Village of Tinley Park 
Virtual Map for additional 
Park District specials at 
https://t inleypark.org/
news_detai l_T5_R417.
php. 

Learn more about the 
Park District’s programs 
and amenities at www.tin-
leyparkdistrict.org. 

Worth Township Free Food 
Distribution Day 

Worth Township is hold-
ing another drive-thru 
emergency free food dis-
tribution on Thursday, 
March 4, 2021.  Boxes of 
food will be distributed 
on a first come, first serve 
basis beginning at 2 p.m. 
in the parking lot of the 
Township Hall at 11601 S. 
Pulaski Road in Alsip. 

Worth Township is 

working with the Chicago-
based non-profit organiza-
tion Economic Strategies 
Development Corpora-
tion, which has partnered 
with many companies and 
organizations to distribute 
prepackaged free produce 
and non-perishable goods 
to thousands of families 
across the Chicagoland 
area.

Ola Abdelazeez



D124 Board announces next  
Central Middle School Principal 

The Evergreen Park 
School District 124 Board 
of Education is excited to 
announce the hiring of 
a new leader for Central 
Middle School. Mr. Shan-
non Swilley, an experi-
enced middle school ad-
ministrator, will be taking 
the helm on July 1, 2021. 

Mr. Swilley comes to Ev-
ergreen Park from Bour-
bonnais Elementary School 
District 53, where he cur-
rently serves as a middle 
school principal. His back-
ground in education in-
cludes building an aca-
demic continuum with the 
high school, equitable ed-
ucational opportunities for 
all students and continuing 
education and engagement 
for the children and their 
families. 

“Mr. Swilley will be an 
incredible, child-centered 
leader for Central Mid-

dle School,” D124 co-in-
terim superintendents Dr. 
Margaret Longo and Dr. 
Lela Bridges-Webb agreed. 
“Bright, talented and 
grounded in equitable ed-
ucational practices, he will 
work closely with teach-
ers, students and families 
to enrich programs, de-
velop strong relationships 
and increase academic out-
comes.” 

Prior to being named 
principal of D53’s Up-
per Grade Center, Swilley 
served as the school’s asso-
ciate principal. He has also 
worked as a Dean of Stu-
dents at Kankakee High 
School and as an adjunct 
professor at Olivet Naza-
rene University, where he 
instructed students seeking 
master’s degrees in Curric-
ulum & Instruction. 

Swilley holds master’s de-
grees in Education School 

Improvement & Leader-
ship and in teaching from 
Olivet Nazarene Universi-
ty, where he also earned his 
bachelor’s degree in His-
tory while starring on the 
ONU basketball team. 

"I am excited for and 
humbled by the opportu-
nity to serve the students, 
teachers and community of 
Evergreen Park School Dis-
trict 124,” Swilley said. 

Throughout his profes-
sional career, Swilley has 
focused on creating and 
implementing equity plans 
and facilitating culturally 
responsive teaching. He has 

been named as the Kanka-
kee High School Educator 
of the Year and was select-
ed as a Kankakee County 
40 Under Forty Recipient. 

As the next principal of 
CMS, Swilley will replace 
Mrs. Kathleen Prado who 
served as principal as the 
interim principal for the 
last two years. 
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Join our team!Join our team!

CMS Brand Strategy & 

Graphic Standards Guide

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Revised: August 2017

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy 
A Continuing Care Retirement Community 

Top ratings  
for  

overall quality  
and  

staffing

3659 West 99th Street  l  Chicago, IL 60655  l  773-253-3600  l  MercyCircle.org EEOC

Independent Living l Assisted Living l Memory Care 
Short-Term Stay Rehab l Skilled Nursing Care

Apply today
Visit MercyCircle.org/Careers

Learn about your new job opportunity and our benefits

98% of residents and 74% of staff are fully inoculated with the Moderna vaccine

Care and service is our way of life 
Now interviewing  

CNAs, Nurses, Activities Assistants, Dining Servers  

VFW 2791 has St. Pat’s events 
Celebrate St. Pat’s Day 

at VFW 2791 on Sunday 
March 14 on 171st and 
Oak Park Avenue in Tin-
ley Park. 

We will be serving 
Corned Beef Sandwich-
es with Potato Salad and 
Cole Slaw for $10 and a 
Hot Dog with Potato Salad 
& Cole Slaw for $5, while 
it lasts. Our house DJ will 
be spinning up Traditional 
Irish Tunes and the Guin-
ness will be flowing. The 
Banquet Hall will open at 1 
pm and we will start selling 
food at 2 pm. Masks are re-
quired, and we will be lim-
iting the number per table 
to keep us all safe while we 
are having a great time. 

Come enjoy Live Rock 
Music at the “V” with the 
rock group “Ambidex-
trous” on Saturday, March 
20 for the unbelievable 
price of only $5 per ticket. 
Seating will be limited be-
cause of Covid restrictions 
so get your tickets now, 
don’t wait till there gone. 
The guys are really good, 
and you will have a terrif-
ic evening. Doors open at 6 
pm and the band will start 
playing at 7 pm. The band 
is doing this to help out 
our veterans’ organization. 
Please attend and give to a 
good cause. 

VFW 2791 is at 17147 
Oak Park Ave., Tinley 
Park. Call 708-532-2333.

Custom
  Window

   &
    Blinds

“The Blind Lady”

Custom Made
Draperies
(Mini Blinds,
Shades, Bedspreads)

Custom Made
Shutters
Cornice

FREE In-Home Consultation
708-424-3377

www.home-guard.net

Windows / Doors
Awnings
Glass Block

Sof�t, Fascia
Siding
Bows & Bay
Windows

FREE UPGRADE
ON GLASS

ON WINDOW PURCHASE
EXPIRES 4.6.14

Serving Residential and
Commercial Customers Since 1969

FREE In-Home Consultation

FINANCING AVAILABLE
Commercial & Residential

 10% DISCOUNT
ON CUSTOM DRAPERIES

CUSTOM WINDOW
& AWNING CO.

Senior &
Veterans
Discounts

708-424-3377
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Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

real esTaTe Broker

Carol O’Malley
Real Estate Broker
Indiana & Illinois

708-703-8330
brokeromalley@gmail.com

9755 W. 143rd St.
Orland Park, IL 60462

CarolOMalley.com

Funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

Tree service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

Burgers

Happy St. Patrick's Day
Carry Out
2116 West 95 Street

773-445-7218

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

We Salute
Special

Olympics
Chicago

Solution to puzzles for Feb. 16, 2021 issue

Keep Hydrants Clear of Snow 
In case of fire, firefight-

ers need to be able to get 
to the hydrants quickly to 
protect people and prop-
erty. We need your help! 

There are more than 
3,000 fire hydrants in the 
City of Oak Forest. Please 
take time to shovel at least 
5 feet away from any fire 
hydrants in your yard or 
neighborhood. Time spent 
clearing fire hydrants can 
mean extra time to save 
lives and property in the 
case of a fire at your house 
or your neighbors. 

Also, keep your outdoor 
vents clear of snow. Check 
on your gas meter, sidewall 
vents and gas appliance/
dryer vents during and after 

heavy snowfalls, and clear 
snow away from the vent’s 
opening if it builds up. 

If you do notice a mound 
of snow blocking your fur-
nace or dryer vent, clear it 
away by hand, don’t use a 
shovel or a snow blower, as 
either could cause damage 
to the vent pipe. Doing this 
will prevent possible car-
bon monoxide poisoning. 
Check your CO and smoke 
alarms to make sure they 
are working properly. 

Orland Park Debuts Volunteer 
Snow Angels Program 

The Village of Orland 
Park’s new volunteer snow 
shoveling program was 
unanimously approved at 
the February 15 meeting of 
the Village Board. The pro-
gram, dubbed Snow An-
gels, was formed to provide 
assistance to residents who 
need assistance with snow 
removal. 

“We’ve had record-break-
ing cold and snowfall over 
a short period of time this 
winter that has resulted in 
many requiring assistances 
with snow removal,” said 
Mayor Keith Pekau. “This 
program is designed to pair 
volunteers with those in 
need to alleviate the prob-
lem locally and is free of 
any cost.” 

Those seeking help and 
individuals who would like 
to volunteer are encouraged 
to sign up for the Village of 
Orland Park’s Snow Angels 
Shoveling program. Volun-
teers are needed for the en-
tire winter snow season. 

Orland Park seniors or 
individuals with disabili-
ties will be provided with 
a complete list of available 

volunteers in their area 
upon request. The resident 
is then responsible for con-
tacting volunteers from 
the list and for scheduling 
services directly with the 
volunteer. The volunteer is 
responsible for completing 
the task or notifying the 
resident if they are unable 
to complete the work. 

“The Snow Angels Shov-
eling program is new this 
year and will only be suc-
cessful with the coopera-
tion of local volunteers who 
are willing to offer their 
time and assistance,” said 
Pekau. 

Seniors or individuals 
with disabilities can register 
for the program by filling 
out the online request form, 
by calling 708-403-5000, or 
by printing and mailing a 
completed form. 

Those who wish to vol-
unteer can share their infor-
mation via the Snow Angels 
Request Form (formsite.
com) by calling 708-403-
5000 or by printing and 
mailing the Snow Angels 
Request Form (formsite.
com).

Hills Chamber seeks local 
crafters, vendors for expo

We. Are. Back, and we 
hope you can join us! The 
Hills Chamber of Com-
merce is returning in 2021 
with our Annual Business 
& Community Expo on 
Saturday, May 15, with a 
few changes.

Location has not changed 
and will still be Conrady Jr. 
High School, 7950 W 97th 
Street, Hickory Hills. Time 
has not changed and will be 
from 9 am to 2 pm.

 This year’s Expo will 
be held outdoors in the 
school’s parking lot. But we 

will have access to indoor 
restrooms.

 Fees have been lowered! 
And all other changes are 
noted on the Registration 
Form. We are excited to 
welcome everyone back 
and can’t wait to see you.

Find the registration 
form at https://thehills-
chamber.org/expo. Dead-
line to register is Monday, 
May 3. Please don’t hesitate 
to contact Teresa at (708) 
372-2927 or via email at 
info@thehillschamber.org 
with any questions.

See dragonfly expert March 8 
Have you ever been 

transfixed by a dragonfly 
on a beautiful spring day? 
If you would like to learn 
more about dragonflies, do 
not miss the Sauk-Calumet 
Sierra Club's March 8th 
Zoom Meeting, starting at 
7 pm. 

Loyce Fandre is a lo-
cal dragonfly expert and 
naturalist at Gibson Woods 
Environmental Awareness 
Center in Hammond, Indi-
ana. She will teach us about 
dragonflies, their natural 
history, and life cycles. We 
will also learn how to iden-
tify the most common drag-
onflies in the Sauk Calumet 

region. As always, you are 
welcome to invite friends or 
family to the meeting. 

To attend the meeting, 
please RSVP to Lois Lauer, 
our group's chairperson, at 
lois.lauer@illinois.sierra-
club.org by Saturday, March 
6th. Lois will then email 
you the verifications to join 
the meeting. Please RSVP 
by the 6th, so there will be 
plenty of time to email you 
the verifications. 

For info about the Sauk-
Calumet Group and its 
activities, contact Patrick 
Coffey, publicity chair, at 
patrick.coffey@illinois.si-
erraclub.org. 

Advertise in our St. Patrick’s 
Day & St. Joseph’s Day Issue 

on March 16. Call Linda  
at 708-425-1910. 



Hickory Hills Park District events
Team Day Program: 

Wednesday, March 3 from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
We will provide assis-
tance for your child with 
their homework or on-
line schoolwork while still 
providing them activities 
throughout the day. This 
program is for children in 
K to 7th grade. This is an 
in-person program. Fee:  
$36 Resident; $41 Non-
Resident. Note: Children 
will receive a snack during 
the day but must provide 
their own lunch. Must reg-
ister in advance. 

Rim Seekers: A 7-week 
class that is perfect for the 
future basketball star. This 
class meets on Wednes-
days, March 17 to April 28 
from 5: to 6 p.m. Age: 10 
to 14 years. Fee: $40 Res-
ident; $45 Non-Resident. 
Fee includes a T-shirt. 

I’ve Got Game: Kids 
will become familiar with 
passing, dribbling, shoot-
ing and the basic rules of 
the game. This class meets 
on Wednesdays, March 
17 through April 28 from 
5 to 6 p.m.. Age: 7 to 9 
years. Fee: $40 Resident; 

$45 Non-Resident. Fee in-
cludes a t-shirt. 

All events will be held at 
Krueger Park Rec. Center, 
9100 S. 88th Ave, Hickory 
Hills. 

Call the Hickory Hills 
Park District office at 
(708) 598-1233 or vis-
it our website at www.hh-
parkdistrict.org for more 
information. 
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Disclaimer: Village View 
Publications, Inc. is not 
responsible, and takes 

no responsibility for any 
unlawful action of our 
advertisers. Nor does it 

take any responsibility for 
unlawful harm to advertisers 

potential customers.

Rates start at $20

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED
Alvernia Manor

Senior Living
Dining

Room Aid
Part Time Cook
House Keeper

CNA'S all Shifts
Registered Nurse
630-257-7721

Attorney at Law

DON’T LET 
LUCK BE 

YOUR ONLY 
ESTATE 
PLAN!

Update Your 
Will And Trust 
And Power Of 
Attorney Now!

FREE 
Consultation 

in Home, 
Office, by 
Phone or 

Video.
(Most general practice 

matters, including 
estate planning.)

Call Attorney 
Michael J. Maslanka
(312) 641-2424
Licensed Over 36 Years

A graduate of Brother 
Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University

Professional Insured

Insurance

GUARANTEED ISSUE
LIFE INSURANCE

Everyone Qualifies
Ages 0 thru 85 up to $25,000
Call Chris Light @ 708-687-0142

Find out how to qualify up to
150k if you work full time.

Asphalt

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Caregiver

Certi�ed
Home Care

Supporting 
Seniors for 36 yrs.

Exc. Ref's / Cert. CPR
708-244-4017

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Sewing

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Construction

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

CPA
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������������Brick Experts

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19 Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

Apartment for Rent
Tinley Park, Near Metra

1 Bdrm - Top Floor
$860/month + 1 mo. Sec. Dep. 

Heat & Appl. Included

708-598-7789

Apartment for Rent

The End
Zone

10036 S. Western Ave.
Chicago

773-238-7969

Sports Bar

In remembrance
It is with great sadness 

that we inform our patrons 
about the passing of Oak 
Lawn Park District Board 
Commissioner Jim Busch-
bach. 

Jim had served as an 
Oak Lawn Park District 
Board Commissioner since 
2017. He was also a found-
ing member and the first 
chairman of the Oak Lawn 
Parks Foundation that be-
gan in 1991, and he con-
tinued to serve as a Parks 
Foundation Board Trustee. 

Jim was a huge parks 
and recreation advocate. 
You would most likely find 
him in the early morning 
at our Racquet, Fitness, & 
Gymnastics Center play-
ing tennis with his friends 
a couple of days a week. 

He loved to see patrons 
enjoying themselves at our 
parks, special events, and 
programs. 

Our Oak Lawn Park Dis-
trict family will miss him 
dearly and will always re-
member his kindness, pas-
sion, and zest of living life 
to the fullest. 

Thank you for 
your prayers

To all who remem-

bered Kevin J. Martyka 
with Prayers Condolences 
Masses and Flowers.  

THANK YOU SO 
VERY MUCH YOU. 

With Deepest Gratitude 
Love MOM (Dolores) and 
the entire Martyka Fam-
ily. 

Moraine Valley singers present night of Irish music
The Moraine Valley 

Community College Cho-
rale and Chamber Sing-
ers will present their spring 
performance , “An Evening 
of Irish Music and Song,” 
livestreamed on Saturday, 
March 6, at 7:30 p.m. 

The Chorale and Cham-
ber Singers, along with in-
strumentalists, have pre-
pared a program of Irish 
songs, some of which are in 
Gaelic. This livestreamed 
concert will feature vocal-

ist Catherine O’Connell, 
guitarist Jimmy Moore and 
fiddler Kathleen Keane. 

The Chorale is a com-
munity-based choir, and 
the Chamber Singers is an 
ensemble featuring Mo-
raine Valley students.  

To maintain safety dur-
ing the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the Mo-
raine Valley Fine and 
Performing Arts Center is 
continuing to help view-
ers enjoy these free con-

certs at home. A link to any 
livestreamed performance 
is on morainevalley.edu/
fpac. The link will become 
active on the concert date.  

Donations are being ac-
cepted for the music schol-
arship and/or Build a Choir 
Library by texting the word 
MUSIC to (708) 719-9992 
or visiting moraineval-
ley.edu/music-scholarship 
or morainevalley.edu/mo-
raine-valley-chorale-dona-
tions. 
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New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry

Double Load Washes
Wednesday Special

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

We will Wash/Dry/Fold
your clothes for only lb.

$125

$199

Soap OperaSoap OperaSoap Opera
Laundromat

*With our Laundry
Loyalty access card

MARCH SPECIAL
MARCH IN WITH YOUR COMFORTER

THIS SPRING! $5 OFF on all
comforters total order (10lb minimum)

SPRING SPECIAL

Open
24 hrs.
7 days

a week*

WI-Fi Access
3-32” HDTV’s

FREE

FREE Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $1
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15
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