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Save the Date For Blue Cap 
Foundation’s Invitational 

Tee off with Blue Cap on 
June 9 for the 27th Annual 
Charity Invitational at Sil-
ver Lake Country Club.

Event Highlights Include: 
Shotgun Start at 9 a.m.
Advertise your business 

through sponsorship.
Spend the day network-

ing with other golfers.
Play on the superb South 

course.
Lunch on the course.

Awards and Cocktails at 
the 19th Hole.

All proceeds go directly 
to Blue Cap Foundation, 
which ensures the future 
of Blue Cap’s programs and 
services for people of all 
ages with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

Questions? Contact Jill 
Hart at (708) 389.8137 Ext. 
108 or email to JillH@Blue-
Cap.org.

Gov. Pritzker Announces Income Tax Filing Extension to May 17
Gov. Pritzker announced 

today that his administra-
tion is extending the in-
dividual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from 
April 15 to May 17. The Il-
linois Department of Rev-
enue (IDOR) will continue 
to process tax refunds for 
those filing ahead of the 
deadline. The filing exten-
sion does not apply to es-

timated tax payments that 
are due on April 15, 2021. 
These payments are still 
due on April 15 and can 
be based on either 100% of 
estimated or 90% of actual 
liability for 2021, or 100% 
of actual liabilities for 2019 
or 2020.

According to IDOR, 2.4 
million taxpayers have al-
ready filed their individual 

income tax returns to date. 
Over 79% of the taxpayers 
that have already filed are 
expecting a refund this year. 
Last year, over 6.4 million 
income tax returns were 
filed, and 87% of people 
filed electronically.

“The fastest, most secure 
way to receive a refund is 
to file tax returns electroni-
cally and request a direct 

deposit into a checking or 
savings account,” said Da-
vid Harris, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Rev-
enue. “The filing extension 
for individual income tax 
takes effect automatically, 
so no further action is re-
quired by taxpayers to take 
advantage. For taxpayers 
awaiting a refund, utilize 
IDOR’s Where’s My Re-

fund? to locate specific in-
formation about the status 
of any refund due.”

Free filing of Form IL-
1040 is available through 
MyTax Illinois. Individuals 
may also utilize MyTax Illi-
nois to make payments, re-
spond to department inqui-
ries, and check the status of 
their Illinois Individual In-
come Tax refunds using the 

Where's My Refund? link. 
Taxpayers may also look 
up IL-PINs, amounts of 
any estimated tax payments 
made, and (when neces-
sary) amounts reported on 
Form 1099-G with MyTax 
Illinois.

For the most up-to-date 
information, forms, sched-
ules, and instructions visit 
tax.illinois.gov.

Alsip Park District 
Commissioner Elected Trustee 
of Statewide Association

Joe Schmitt, Commis-
sioner of the Alsip Park Dis-
trict, was recently elected 
to the Illinois Association 
of Park Districts’ (IAPD) 
Board of Trustees. 

As an IAPD Trustee, 
Schmitt will assist the as-
sociation with its mission of 
advancing Illinois park dis-
tricts, forest preserves, con-
servation, recreation, and 
special recreation agencies 
in their ability to preserve 
natural resources and im-
prove the quality of life for 
all people in Illinois. He will 
work with the 19-member 
board to advise the asso-
ciation in providing service, 
research, advocacy, public 
awareness, and educational 
programs to its member-
ship of 360 park, recreation, 
and conservation agencies 
and nearly 100 affiliated 
business partners.

“Joe is an outstanding 
proponent of enhancing 
the quality of life in Illinois 
through the services of park 
districts, forest preserves, 
conservation, recreation, 
and special recreation agen-
cies,” said Peter Murphy, 
IAPD President and Chief 
Executive Officer. “He is a 

great addition to the IAPD 
Board, and I know that with 
his guidance and exper-
tise, Illinois parks, recre-
ation, and conservation will 
thrive and continue to rank 
among the nation’s best.” 

Schmitt serves on the 
IAPD Honors and Resolu-
tions Committee and the 
Program Committee. He 
was elected to the Alsip 
Park District board in 2003. 

IAPD strives to im-
prove Illinois’ quality of life 
through park districts, for-
est preserves, conservation, 
and recreation agencies 
by establishing grants and 
other new revenue streams 
for park land, facilities, and 
services; educating the pub-
lic about the positive effects 
parks and recreation have 
on communities; and meet-
ing the problem of decreas-
ing open space in Illinois 

Moraine Valley arts center to 
host final two ‘Meet the Artist’ 
series livestream

The Moraine Valley 
Community College Fine 
and Performing Arts Cen-
ter (FPAC) has hosted 
its free “Meet the Artist” 
series live on Facebook 
and YouTube for nearly a 
year. It will end the series 
with two final guests this 
month.  

Tommy Hensel, man-
aging director of the 
FPAC, interviews popular 
artists who have previ-
ously performed at the  
college. 

In the final session, he 
will interview Moraine 
Valley alumnus Ronnie 
Malley on Tuesday, April 
6, at 7 p.m. 

The final interview will 
be of Hensel and con-
ducted by Mallory Lewis 
and Lamb Chop (the first 
interview in the series) 

on Tuesday, April 13, at 7 
p.m. 

Malley is a multi-instru-
mentalist musician, actor, 
sound designer, producer 
and educator with several 
theater credits that include 
the Broadway-based musi-
cal “The Band’s Visit” and 
“American Griot.” Hensel 
has worked for more than 
35 years as a professional 
actor, singer, stage man-
ager, director and arts 
presenter, and he was the 
founding artistic director 
of the Harrisburg Shake-
speare Festival. 

Watch the events on 
the FPAC Facebook 
page, facebook.com/
MVCCFPAC/,or on its 
YouTube  channel. 

For more information, 
visit morainevalley.edu/
fpac.  

Homeowners have till April 9 to apply for property tax exemptions 
The deadline to apply for 

property tax exemptions 
for tax year 2020 has been 
extended to Friday, April 
9, 2021. As a reminder, 
the following exemptions 
will automatically renew 

for homeowners who re-
ceived them last year (tax 
year 2019) and remained 
eligible this year (tax year 
2020). 

Homeowner Exemption 
(annual auto-renewal).

Senior Exemption (an-
nual auto-renewal).

Senior Freeze Exemp-
tion (2020 auto-renewal).

Persons with Disabilities 
Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Veterans with Disabili-
ties Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Please Note: Longtime 
and Returning Veterans 
Exemptions will not auto 
renew this year. 
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Property tax exemptions automatically renewed 
Due to COVID-19, the 

Illinois legislature took 
action to allow the Cook 
County Assessor to auto-
matically renew the follow-
ing exemptions for taxable 
year 2020, for homeowners 
who received them last year 
(taxable year 2019):

Senior Freeze Exemption
Homestead Exemption 

for Persons with Disabilities

Homestead Exemption 
for Veterans with Disabili-
ties

The above one-year re-
newals are in addition to 
the automatic annual re-
newal of the Homeowner 
Exemption and the Senior 
Exemption.

Read more about the 
legislative change at cook-
countyassessor.com/news/
automatic-renewal-3-prop-
e r t y - t a x - e x e mpt i on s -
2021-due-covid-19 .

If you have any ques-
tions or need further assis-
tance, please reach out to 
Guy Gattone, Oak Forest 
Taxpayer Advocate at ggat-
tone@oak-forest.org.

Gov. Pritzker Announces Income Tax Filing Extension to May 17
Gov. Pritzker announced 

today that his administra-
tion is extending the in-
dividual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from 
April 15 to May 17. The Il-
linois Department of Rev-
enue (IDOR) will continue 
to process tax refunds for 
those filing ahead of the 
deadline. The filing exten-
sion does not apply to es-
timated tax payments that 
are due on April 15, 2021. 

These payments are still 
due on April 15 and can 
be based on either 100% of 
estimated or 90% of actual 
liability for 2021, or 100% 
of actual liabilities for 2019 
or 2020.

According to IDOR, 2.4 
million taxpayers have al-
ready filed their individual 
income tax returns to date. 
Over 79% of the taxpayers 
that have already filed are 
expecting a refund this year. 

Last year, over 6.4 million 
income tax returns were 
filed, and 87% of people 
filed electronically.

“The fastest, most secure 
way to receive a refund is 
to file tax returns electroni-
cally and request a direct 
deposit into a checking or 
savings account,” said Da-
vid Harris, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Rev-
enue. “The filing extension 
for individual income tax 

takes effect automatically, 
so no further action is re-
quired by taxpayers to take 
advantage. For taxpayers 
awaiting a refund, utilize 
IDOR’s Where’s My Re-
fund? to locate specific in-
formation about the status 
of any refund due.”

Free filing of Form IL-
1040 is available through 
MyTax Illinois. Individuals 
may also utilize MyTax Illi-
nois to make payments, re-

spond to department inqui-
ries, and check the status of 

their Illinois Individual In-
come Tax refunds using the 
Where’s My Refund? link. 
Taxpayers may also look 
up IL-PINs, amounts of 
any estimated tax payments 
made, and (when neces-
sary) amounts reported on 
Form 1099-G with MyTax 
Illinois.

For the most up-to-date 
information, forms, sched-
ules, and instructions visit 
tax.illinois.gov.

Celebrate Cinco De Mayo at VFW Post 2791 
Our Cinco De Mayo 

Celebration is Back again 
on Sunday May 2nd. Our 
Dinner Dance tickets will 
be $20 each (Cash Only) 
and will be available to 
purchase in the Canteen 
starting Tuesday April 
6th. You will enjoy a deli-
cious meal from Canton 
Regio’ (Formerly Nuevo 
Leon). This will include 

Steak Mexicana, Chicken 
Fajitas, Stewed Pork in Red 
Sauce, Cactus Salad, Salsa 
and Chips. We will also be 
serving Margaritas, Coro-
na and Modelo Beer at our 
Cantina Cash Bar. Cock-
tails will start serving at 4 
p.m. and Dinner at 5 p.m.

 We will be all be Danc-
ing from 6 to 9 p.m. to a 
great selection of Music as 

in past years. We hope you 
will all come out to help 
us make this coming out 
party a success. Face masks 
will be required to enter, 
and you will need them in 
the food serving line and at 
our cash bar. 

Please join us at the Bre-
men VFW 2791 Hall at 
17147 Oak Park Avenue, 
Tinley Park, IL.

Village’s Annual 
Curbside Spring 
Clean-Up Week  
of April 

Spring is almost here and 
with it comes the Village 
of Orland Park's annual 
Curbside Spring Clean-Up. 
This year's clean-up collec-
tion will be offered on resi-
dents' regular garbage pick-
up days during the week of 
April 12-16, 2021. 

Orland Park's Curbside 
Spring Clean-Up is held in 
cooperation with the Vil-
lage's refuse hauler, Waste 
Management. Residents are 
to place all trash and bulk 
items curbside by 6 a.m. on 
their pick-up day and in an 
orderly fashion, i.e. bagged, 
contained or bundled, with 
no loose garbage. 

"The Village is happy to 
again partner with Waste 
Management to offer the 

Curbside Spring Clean-
Up," said Mayor Keith Pe-
kau. "This will be the eighth 
year that we've offered 
curbside pick-up and each 
year we see an increase in 
the amount of household 
items getting safely and 
properly disposed of.” 

Residents can dispose of 
durable goods or house-
hold items like furniture, 
textiles, carpets, as well 
as white goods including 
washers, dryers and refrig-
erators. Residents should 
note that the doors on any 
white goods and appliances 
should be removed before 
being placed at the curb to 
prevent children from play-
ing on or around them. 

Those wishing to dis-
pose of/recycle electronics 
and other materials NOT 
accepted during Curbside 
Spring Clean-up Week can 
utilize the At Your Door 
Program and schedule a 
pickup date. 

Orland Park’s At Your 
Door Program by Waste 
Management provides the 
service to properly dis-
pose of and recycle home-
generated special mate-
rials. Items can include 
paints, household cleaners, 
compact florescent lamps 
(CFL), automotive prod-
ucts, garden chemicals, 
batteries, electronics and 
more. 

Residents may visit www.
wmatyourdoor.com to 
complete a request form for 
the At Your Door service. 
Requests for pick-up can 
also be made via telephone 
at (800) 449-7587 between 
7 a.m. and 7 p.m., CST 
Monday through Friday. 
This program is limited to 
Village residents only and 
is not available for busi-
nesses. 

Further information is 
available by calling Waste 
Management at 1-800-796-
9696. 

Hurley Sponsored Bill to Extend “Age Out” Date for Special Education Students
Special education stu-

dents will be eligible to stay 
enrolled in education pro-
grams longer under a new 
bill created by state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago. 

“Currently, special edu-

cation students are only 
able to go to school through 
their 22nd birthday, no 
matter when that date falls 
during the school year,” said 
Hurley. “This leaves these 
students unable to finish 

the rest of the school year 
and puts a burden on the 
parents of these students 
who now have to find alter-
native educational options 
for their children.”

Hurley’s bill, House Bill 

40, will allow all special 
education students to fin-
ish the school year of their 
22nd birthday. 

Hurley’s bill passed out 
of the House Human Ser-
vices Committee last week 

and now moves to the full 
House for consideration. 

“Students and their 
parents depend on these 
educational programs, but 
it leaves them with very 
little options when they 

are abruptly taken out of 
the classroom with their 
friends and teachers in the 
middle of the year,” contin-
ued Hurley. “The current 
system isn’t fair to the stu-
dents or their parents.”
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Hurley Sponsored Bill to Extend 
“Age Out” Date for Special 
Education Students

Special education stu-
dents will be eligible to 
stay enrolled in education 
programs longer under a 
new bill created by state 
Rep. Fran Hurley, D-Chi-
cago. 

“Currently, special 
education students are 
only able to go to school 
through their 22nd birth-
day, no matter when 
that date falls during the 
school year,” said Hurley. 
“This leaves these students 
unable to finish the rest of 
the school year and puts a 
burden on the parents of 
these students who now 
have to find alternative 
educational options for 
their children.”

Hurley’s bill, House Bill 
40, will allow all special 
education students to fin-
ish the school year of their 

22nd birthday. 
Currently, special edu-

cation students are al-
lowed to go to school 
from ages 3 to 21. Once 
the student turns 22 years 
old, they are no longer 
eligible to attend school, 
even if their birthday is 
in the middle of a school 
year. 

Hurley’s bill passed 
out of the House Human 
Services Committee last 
week and now moves to 
the full House for consid-
eration. 

“Students and their 
parents depend on these 
educational programs, but 
it leaves them with very 
little options when they 
are abruptly taken out of 
the classroom with their 
friends and teachers in the 
middle of the year,” con-

tinued Hurley. 
“The current system 

isn’t fair to the students or 
their parents. A constitu-
ent of mine, Katie Hurley 
Kettering, and her son, 
Charlie, came to me with 
this bill idea in 2019 and 
I have been passionate 
about getting this passed 
since. I also invite any 
supporters of this bill to 
reach out to their family 
and friends and encourage 
them to reach out to their 
legislators to vote ‘yes’ on 
House Bill 40.” 

Palos Park is a Tree City USA
The Village of Palos Park 

is proud to announce that 
we have been named a 
"2020 Tree City USA" by 
the Arbor Day Founda-
tion, in honor of our com-
mitment to effective urban 
forest management. The 
Village of Palos Park has 
now received this desig-
nation for 28 consecutive 
years.

The Village achieved 
Tree City USA recognition 
by meeting the program's 

four requirements: a tree 
board or department, a 
tree care ordinance, annual 
funds available for forestry, 
and an Arbor Day obser-
vance and proclamation.

The Village Council and 
staff realize that one of the 
many reasons people re-
side in the Village of Palos 
Park is to live and raise 
their family in a natural 
environment. Trees being 
planted and cared for by 
Palos Park ensure that all 

generations will enjoy a 
better quality of life.

The Village of Palos 
Park prioritizes our trees 
and natural environment 
knowing that it helps to 
clean the air we breathe, 
nurture the ecosystem and 
create an overall sense of 
well-being.

The Village of Palos Park 
is currently planning the 
Arbor Day Celebration for 
Sunday, May 16, at 1:00 
pm, so save the date. 

Gov. Pritzker Announces Income Tax Filing Extension to May 17
Gov. Pritzker announced 

today that his administra-
tion is extending the in-
dividual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from 
April 15 to May 17. The Il-
linois Department of Rev-
enue (IDOR) will continue 
to process tax refunds for 
those filing ahead of the 
deadline. The filing exten-
sion does not apply to es-
timated tax payments that 
are due on April 15, 2021. 

These payments are still 
due on April 15 and can 
be based on either 100% of 
estimated or 90% of actual 
liability for 2021, or 100% 
of actual liabilities for 2019 
or 2020.

According to IDOR, 2.4 
million taxpayers have al-
ready filed their individual 
income tax returns to date. 
Over 79% of the taxpayers 
that have already filed are 
expecting a refund this year. 

Last year, over 6.4 million 
income tax returns were 
filed, and 87% of people 
filed electronically.

“The fastest, most secure 
way to receive a refund is 
to file tax returns electroni-
cally and request a direct 
deposit into a checking or 
savings account,” said Da-
vid Harris, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Rev-
enue. “The filing extension 
for individual income tax 

takes effect automatically, 
so no further action is re-
quired by taxpayers to take 
advantage. For taxpayers 
awaiting a refund, utilize 
IDOR’s Where’s My Re-
fund? to locate specific in-
formation about the status 
of any refund due.”

Free filing of Form IL-
1040 is available through 
MyTax Illinois. Individuals 
may also utilize MyTax Illi-
nois to make payments, re-

spond to department inqui-
ries, and check the status of 

their Illinois Individual In-
come Tax refunds using the 
Where’s My Refund? link. 
Taxpayers may also look 
up IL-PINs, amounts of 
any estimated tax payments 
made, and (when neces-
sary) amounts reported on 
Form 1099-G with MyTax 
Illinois.

For the most up-to-date 
information, forms, sched-
ules, and instructions visit 
tax.illinois.gov.

Apply to STEM Leadership Academy
Applications for the 

summer 2021 Exelon 
Foundation STEM Lead-
ership Academy are now 
open through April 25!  

The Exelon STEM Lead-
ership Academy is a free, 
week-long, residential (as 
long as local health regula-
tions and requirements al-
low) program for 10th and 

11th grade girls interested 
in STEM to learn from 
women working in STEM 
and other leaders; explore 
sustainability, energy effi-
ciency, renewable energy, 
and climate change; and 
connect with like-minded 
peers.  

The Academy concludes 
with an energy challenge 

and a chance to win great 
prizes! Each participant 
will also receive an iPad to 
use for Academy activities 
and to take home at the 
end of the week. 

Learn more informa-
tion and encourage girls 
interested in STEM to 
apply at  exelonstemacad-
emy.org.

Homeowners have till April 9 to apply for property tax exemptions 
The deadline to apply for 

property tax exemptions 
for tax year 2020 has been 
extended to Friday, April 9, 
2021. 

As a reminder, the fol-
lowing exemptions will 
automatically renew for 
homeowners who re-
ceived them last year (tax 

year 2019) and remained 
eligible this year (tax year 
2020). 

Homeowner Exemption 
(annual auto-renewal).

Senior Exemption (an-
nual auto-renewal).

Senior Freeze Exemp-
tion (2020 auto-renewal).

Persons with Disabilities 

Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Veterans with Disabili-
ties Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Please note that Long-
time and Returning Vet-
erans Exemptions will not 
renew automatically this 
year. 
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Queen of Martyrs students lend 
a hand to those in need

Queen of Martyrs stu-
dents stepped up to help 
this year by donating over 
36 Easter baskets chock full 
of goodies for the less fortu-
nate in the area.  

Students rallied to donate 

rosaries, socks, restaurant 
gift cards, small toys, and 
more. Packed up in bas-
kets donated by the Student 
Council, the items were 
distributed to shelter and 
churches in the area.

Hurley bill to extend “age out” 
date for special ed students

Special education stu-
dents will be eligible to stay 
enrolled in education pro-
grams longer under a new 
bill created by state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago. 

“Currently, special 
education students are 
only able to go to school 
through their 22nd birth-
day, no matter when that 
date falls during the school 
year,” said Hurley. “This 
leaves these students un-
able to finish the rest of the 
school year and puts a bur-
den on the parents of these 
students who now have to 
find alternative educational 
options for their children.”

Hurley’s bill, House Bill 
40, will allow all special 
education students to fin-
ish the school year of their 
22nd birthday. Currently, 
special education students 
are allowed to go to school 
from ages 3 to 21. Once 
the student turns 22 years 
old, they are no longer eli-
gible to attend school, even 
if their birthday is in the 
middle of a school year. 

Hurley’s bill passed out 
of the House Human Ser-
vices Committee last week 
and now moves to the full 
House for consideration. 

“Students and their 

parents depend on these 
educational programs, but 
it leaves them with very 
little options when they 
are abruptly taken out of 
the classroom with their 
friends and teachers in the 
middle of the year,” contin-
ued Hurley. 

“The current system 
isn’t fair to the students or 
their parents. A constitu-
ent of mine, Katie Hurley 
Kettering, and her son, 
Charlie, came to me with 
this bill idea in 2019 and I 
have been passionate about 
getting this passed since. 
I also invite any support-
ers of this bill to reach out 
to their family and friends 
and encourage them to 
reach out to their legisla-
tors to vote ‘yes’ on House 
Bill 40.” 

Gov. Pritzker Announces Income Tax Filing Extension to May 17
Gov. Pritzker announced 

today that his administra-
tion is extending the in-
dividual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from 
April 15 to May 17. The Il-
linois Department of Rev-
enue (IDOR) will continue 
to process tax refunds for 
those filing ahead of the 
deadline. The filing exten-
sion does not apply to es-

timated tax payments that 
are due on April 15, 2021. 
These payments are still 
due on April 15 and can 
be based on either 100% of 
estimated or 90% of actual 
liability for 2021, or 100% 
of actual liabilities for 2019 
or 2020.

According to IDOR, 2.4 
million taxpayers have al-
ready filed their individual 

income tax returns to date. 
Over 79% of the taxpayers 
that have already filed are 
expecting a refund this year. 
Last year, over 6.4 million 
income tax returns were 
filed, and 87% of people 
filed electronically.

“The fastest, most secure 
way to receive a refund is 
to file tax returns electroni-
cally and request a direct 

deposit into a checking or 
savings account,” said Da-
vid Harris, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Rev-
enue. “The filing extension 
for individual income tax 
takes effect automatically, 
so no further action is re-
quired by taxpayers to take 
advantage. For taxpayers 
awaiting a refund, utilize 
IDOR’s Where’s My Re-

fund? to locate specific in-
formation about the status 
of any refund due.”

Free filing of Form IL-
1040 is available through 
MyTax Illinois. Individuals 
may also utilize MyTax Illi-
nois to make payments, re-
spond to department inqui-
ries, and check the status of 
their Illinois Individual In-
come Tax refunds using the 

Where’s My Refund? link. 
Taxpayers may also look 
up IL-PINs, amounts of 
any estimated tax payments 
made, and (when neces-
sary) amounts reported on 
Form 1099-G with MyTax 
Illinois.

For the most up-to-date 
information, forms, sched-
ules, and instructions visit 
tax.illinois.gov.

Newman votes to pass 
American Rescue Plan

Recently, U.S. Repre-
sentative Marie Newman 
(IL-03) voted to pass the 
American Rescue Plan, 
a historic stimulus pack-
age designed to crush the 
COVID-19 virus, rebuild 
our economy, launch a na-
tional vaccine campaign 
and provide Americans 
and small businesses with 
the critical relief they need 
and deserve

“Americans have been 
asking Washington for 
a historic and bold re-
lief package that meets 
the enormity of the chal-
lenges we face. President 
Biden’s American Rescue 
Plan lives up to that vi-
sion by putting shots in 
arms, money in pockets, 
children in schools and 
people in jobs,” said Con-
gresswoman Marie New-
man. “This comprehen-
sive relief package is what 

we need to not only put an 
end to this public health 
crisis but also reignite our 
local economies, keep our 
small businesses open and 
put Americans back to 
work.” 

Here are some key pro-
visions in the bill:

Survival Checks: In De-
cember, Congress enacted 
a COVID-19 relief pack-
age that provided a direct 
payment of $600 per per-
son. The American Rescue 
Plan Act builds on that 
down payment, providing 
another $1,400 per person. 

Establishing a National 
Vaccine Campaign: The 
American Rescue Plan 
will provide more than 
$20 billion to establish a 
national COVID-19 Vac-
cination Program, with 
approx. $275 million go-
ing to Illinois to boost the 
state’s vaccination rate. 

Homeowners have till April 9 to apply for property tax exemptions 
The deadline to apply for 

property tax exemptions 
for tax year 2020 has been 
extended to Friday, April 
9, 2021. As a reminder, 
the following exemptions 
will automatically renew 

for homeowners who re-
ceived them last year (tax 
year 2019) and remained 
eligible this year (tax year 
2020). 

Homeowner Exemption 
(annual auto-renewal).

Senior Exemption (an-
nual auto-renewal).

Senior Freeze Exemp-
tion (2020 auto-renewal).

Persons with Disabilities 
Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Veterans with Disabili-
ties Exemption (2020 auto-
renewal).

Please Note: Longtime 
and Returning Veterans 
Exemptions will not auto 
renew this year. 



Newman, Bonamici introduce bill to end use of paycheck 
protection program by predatory debt collectors  

Recently U.S. Reps. Ma-
rie Newman (D-IL) and 
Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) 
introduced legislation to 
prevent predatory debt 
collectors from accessing 
funding through the Pay-
check Protection Program.  

The Ceasing Under-
served Relief Benefits for 
Debt Collectors Act (CURB 
Debt Collectors Act) would 
prevent debt collectors that 
have committed violations 
of the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act from access-
ing PPP forgivable loans. 
Debt collectors, includ-
ing firms that are known 
to have violated consum-
ers’ rights, have received 
millions of dollars in PPP 
funding.  

"Throughout this pan-
demic, we've seen how 
predatory debt collectors 
and lenders have taken ad-
vantage of this economic 
crisis by collecting PPP 
loans that are intended 
for America's small busi-
nesses, who need the relief 
and support the most," said 

Congresswoman Marie 
Newman. "With this legis-
lation, we are ensuring that 
predatory debt collectors 
who have violated the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices 
Act are barred from ever 
receiving PPP loans. I'm 
proud to co-lead this leg-
islation so that we can fur-
ther ensure relief is going 
towards local restaurants, 
mom-and-pop shops, and 
the smallest of America's 
small businesses."  

“The Paycheck Protec-

tion Program was designed 
to provide a lifeline to the 
many small business own-
ers who are trying hard to 
keep their businesses afloat 
during the pandemic,” said 
Congresswoman Suzanne 
Bonamici. “It is unaccept-
able that predatory debt 
collectors have been able 
to take advantage of this 
program, diverting funding 
away from small businesses 
that desperately need help 
during this economic crisis. 
The CURB Debt Collectors 

Act will put an end to this 
exploitative practice.”  

During the pandemic, 
many small businesses have 
faced challenges trying to 
access relief programs, and 
consumers have struggled 
with unfair tactics by abu-
sive collectors. The CURB 
Debt Collectors Act can help 
businessowners and con-
sumers by making sure relief 
dollars go to local entrepre-
neurs instead of to unscru-
pulous collection agencies.  
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Village View Publication, Inc.
708-425-1910

Fax: 708-221-6663
vvnew@sbcglobal.net

www.vvnew.com
Like us on Facebook!

Owner/Editor/Publisher Annette Dixon
Published on the first and third Tuesday of every 

month. Press releases and ads are to be
e-mailed to vvnew@sbcglobal.net

We have found that through the years of publishing the 
readers are interested in general information and also 
local happenings within their community. Therefore 

because we are fully electronic, we will not be accepting 
faxed or mailed news releases.

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org
Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org
The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 

www.burbankilchamber.com
Chicago Southland Convention 

& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com
Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 

www.evergreenparkchamber.org
The Hills Chamber of Commerce 

www.thehillschamber.org
Justice Chamber of Commerce 

www.villageofjustice.org
Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  

The OC Chamber of Commerce 
www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers

Thank you for reading. 
This paper is out because of you, the customer.

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View.  

Papers range from 1973 to 2013 and are hosted by the Internet Archive.  
Look at the Oak Lawn Library website at https://www.olpl.org/

 ComEd Adds $9 Million in Bill Assistance and Extends Payment  
Recognizing that many 

Illinois families continue to 
be adversely affected by eco-
nomic challenges resulting 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, ComEd is increasing 
financial assistance funding 
by $9 million to help cus-
tomers regain their financial 
footing.  

ComEd worked with the 
Illinois Commerce Com-
mission staff, the Office of 
the Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral, other large Illinois gas 
and electric utilities and a 
broad group of consumer 
advocates to develop a com-
prehensive support package 
to help residential custom-
ers through the continued 
challenges of the pandemic. 
The package, which the Il-
linois Commerce Commis-
sion unanimously approved 
earlier recently, also includes 
enhanced payment arrange-

ment options, and special 
reconnection programs for 
eligible customers. Each of 
these programs will be of-
fered for a limited time.  

“The new programs be-
ing offered today extend our 
ongoing efforts to help cus-
tomers get to a place of sta-
bility,” said ComEd CEO Joe 
Dominguez. “Even before 
the pandemic hit, ComEd 
provided customers with 
the support they needed 
and worked with commu-
nity organizations to gener-
ate awareness amongst cus-
tomers who need help the 
most. In 2020, we connected 
customers to a record more 
than $75 million in financial 
assistance and supported 
more than a quarter million 
customers with stabilizing 
grants.”  

Limited time, financial 
assistance options  

ComEd Bill Payment As-
sistance Program. In April 
2021, ComEd will increase 
the amount of funds avail-
able to provide more one-
time bill credits of up to 
$500, while funds are avail-
able. These credits are for 
eligible residential custom-
ers who have outstanding 
balances or who are looking 
to reconnect their electric 
service.  

More Flexible Payment 
Arrangements. Through 
June 30, 2021, ComEd is 
offering extended payment 
arrangement plans to eli-
gible households, which al-
lows customers to spread 
outstanding balances over 
18 monthly installments 
with no money down. Eli-
gible residential customers 
facing financial hardship 
who enroll in an 18-month, 
no money down payment 

plan will be exempt from 
disconnection through June 
30, 2021. All other eligible 
residential customers with 
outstanding balances can 
enroll in an 18-month pay-
ment plan with a 10-percent 
down payment through 
June 30, 2021.   

Service Reconnection As-
sistance. Through July 10, 
2021, eligible households 
that had electric service dis-
connected for a non-safety 
reason in 2021 can have 
their service reconnected 
by providing only 25% of 
their outstanding balance. 
Any remaining outstanding 
balance will be rolled into 
an 18-month, no-money-
down payment plan.  

Additional financial as-
sistance options  

The ComEd CARE pro-
grams also offer a range of 
financial-assistance options, 

while funding is available, 
to help eligible customers 
pay their electric bills. There 
are programs available for 
residential, small-business 
customers and nonprofit 
organizations, as well as 
activated and deployed 
members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, National Guard, Re-
serves and honorably dis-
charged veterans.  

Any customer experi-
encing a hardship or diffi-
culty with their electric bill 
should call ComEd imme-
diately at 1-800-334-7661 

(1-800-EDISON1), Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. to learn more on 
how to apply. Information 
on each of these options, 
along with eligibility re-
quirements, can be found at 
ComEd.com/PaymentAs-
sistance.  

ComEd also offers usage 
alerts and energy-manage-
ment tips to help customers 
manage energy use to save 
money now and on future 
electric bills. For informa-
tion, visit ComEd.com/On-
lineTools.  

Vote For Trustees
Eddie Donnelley

Jason Wagner
Paid for by  Harley M. Schinker

                   for
Harley M. Schinker
Village President

of Mokena 2021
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VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

8116 Archer Ave, Willow Springs, IL
708-839-1600 | mywayristorante.com

Italian Restaurant with exceptional cuisine
Serving Wine and Cocktails

We’re also hosting all parties, including: Christenings, Communions, 
Birthday Parties, Weddings, Baby Showers and Luncheons.

10% off the entire check
Dine in only We also have

gaming room!
Online Orders 

Uber Eats - Grubhub
Open Table

VFW BREMEN POST #2791
17147 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park Il.

Serving Veterans for more than 75 yrs.

708-532-2333
www.vfw2791.org | vfw2791@yahoo.com

You can also find us on Facebook
New Canteen Hours Noon to Close Daily

Public Welcome for 2021
Cinco De Mayo is Back for 2021!

Sunday, May 2nd - Tickets $20 each Cash Only
Cocktails at 4PM, Dinner at 5PM Dancing afterwards

Limited Seating - Food from Canton Regio’ (Formerly Nuevo Leon)

Card & Bunco Shake Rattle & Roll Afternoon!
Sunday, April 18th - Doors open 12:30PM - Games will play 1-4PM

Advance Tickets $6 at the door $5

Our New Queen Of Hearts Drawing Is Back Each Wednesday
Queen of Hearts $7 Dinners have returned w/Covid Restictions

Our Award-Winning Banquet Hall is back open and available for you to
book parties for any occasion - Stop by and check it out

Stop in to watch all your favorite sporting events in our friendly and
comfortable Canteen, which also has Video Gaming with some great new games

Father Perez Knights of Columbus Council #1444 Hosts Blood Drive 
Father Perez Knights of 

Columbus Council #1444 
invites members of the 
community to become 
45-minute heroes by par-
ticipating in a blood drive 
scheduled for Saturday, May 
22nd from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Perez Clubhouse, 
3422 W 111th in Mount 
Greenwood. Phlebotomists 

and nurses from Vitalant 
(formerly LifeSource) will 
draw the donations. 

Grand Knight Nate 
Smith is chairing the drive. 
“It’s usual to think of do-
nated blood being used 
in life-threatening trauma 
events. Much more blood 
needed for those fighting 
cancer or coping with a life-

threatening illness,” he said. 
“COVID and extreme win-
ter weather that has slowed 
the number of blood dona-
tions greatly. The need has 
rarely been greater than it is 
this spring.” 

Donors must be at least 
17 (16 with signed parental 
consent). A photo ID is re-
quired. 

While walk-ins are wel-
come and much appreci-
ated, Smith urges appoint-
ments. Donors are advised 
to eat well and stay hydrated. 

Appointments can be 
made by logging onto Vi-
talant.org and using code 
323G or by emailing Smith 
at southsiders1123@yahoo.
com. 

Blue Cap Collection Boxes 
Blue Cap has set up col-

lection boxes to make it 
easy for you to make a do-
nation to their Food Pan-
try. 

They can be found at the 
Blue Island Library, 2433 
York St., First Midwest 
Bank, 12015 S. Western 
Ave., Council Oak Mon-
tessori School, 2521 Grove 
St., John D. Rita Rec Cen-
ter, 2805 141st St., and Ac-

cess Family Health, 13000 
Maple Ave., Blue Island, IL 
60406. 

They accept non-per-
ishable food, toothpaste, 
deodorant, soap, sham-
poo/conditioner, shaving 
cream, disposable razors, 
toilet paper, tissue, laundry 
detergent, dish soap, multi-
purpose cleaners, disinfec-
tant wipes, and baby dia-
pers and wipes. 

Oak Lawn 
Theater  
Program 
clinches state 
championships
Written by Jennifer Jepsen, 
OLCHS Staff Writer

The Oak Lawn Theater 
Program won state cham-
pionships in both Drama 
and Group Interpretation.  
Led by coaches TJ Kahri-
man, Annie Truffa, Bob 
Beland, Mike Olsson, Tim 
Sipple, Matt Capriola, and 
Erika Johnson, this marks 
the second time in school 
history that the Spartans 
have won both Drama and 
Group Interpretation in 
the same year, a feat only 
accomplished four times in 
the IHSA history of Dra-
ma/Group Interpretation. 
Both Drama and Group In-
terpretation were Sectional 
Champions this year.  This 
is the 7th State Champion-
ship for Drama and the 7th 
State Championship for 
Group Interpretation, who 

also won in 2019, making 
this a pandemic back-to-
back win.

The drama production 
of The Insanity of Mary Gi-
rard included student ac-
tors Jada Jackson (All-State 
Cast), Daniel McLawhorn, 
Jake Majerczyk (All-State 
Cast), Grace Sievers, James 
Walsh, Emma Mathews, 
Tori Prause, and Edward 

Quinn Haywood. Crew 
members included Haven 
Rupsch, Abigail Sodaro, 
Joyce Reising, Michael 
Reising, Maggie Hernan-
dez, Olha Huska, Monica 
Nowak, Jenny Granados 
and Matthew Perry.

The Group Interpre-
tation of Solutions and 
Other Problems included 
student performers Emma 

O’Malley Galvan (All-
State Cast), Omar Alqazaq 
(All-State Cast), Alondra 
Camacho, Layla Nemri, 
Ella Moore (All-State 
Cast), Hailey Rabideaux, 
Emma Faucault-Miller, 
Maya Quinonez, and Or-
lando Ramirez.

Congratulations to ev-
eryone involved in these 
fantastic shows!
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PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

BENEFITING SERTOMA CENTRE, INC. IN ALSIP AND MATTESON

TICKETS ONLINE

Saturday, May 22, 2021 
4:00 to 7:00pm

4100 W. 127th Street, Alsip

Chicagoland first-responders 
showcase their best dishes and compete 

for the 2021 Heroes Cook-Off Trophy.

Our BIGGEST, MOST DELICIOUS fundraiser of the Year 
is adding a CURBSIDE PICKUP!

Proceeds support 
our mission 
to empower 

individuals with 
disabilities.

Food,
Fun & 

Drinks!

18 th ANNUAL

BIG EVENT

HEROES COOK-OFF
sertomacentre.org/bigevent2021

includes sample portions of each competing entree

Kids 4-12 $10, 3 & under are free

Additional items available onsite:
• Beer & Wine Cash Bar from Pollyanna Brewery

• $1 Pop, Water and Chips • Dessert options for sale

$20 curbside pickup
or in-person

Pre-school & Kindergarten

3-6 Years Old
1/2 Day Extended Day 5 Hrs
& Full Day Classes Available

Open Registration

(708) 444-1574

ABC C
A
T

Oak Lawn Montessori School

(708) 499-1574

Oak View Center - Room 8
4625 West 110 Street • Oak Lawn, Il

Fun with the hits of yesterday…TODAY!     Fun with the hits of yesterday…TODAY!    

1376 Joliet Road, RomeovilleAppearing at

TIME TO MAKE PLANS
AND CELEBRATE LIFE!

Join Sweet Reminder for a fun afternoon with a delicious 
lunch and unique musical experience down memory lane 

that’ll make your heart sing!

Nifty 50’s & 60’s - Have some fun with the jukebox gems that captured the hearts of 
teenagers across the country! Whether we’re wearing our poodle skirts and saddle shoes or our 

mini-skirts and go-go boots, these tunes are delivered in Sweet Reminder’s signature playful style! 
Jailhouse Rock, Que Sera Sera, Sincerely, My Guy, Downtown, Boots   June 10

Sweet Reminders of Christmas - The magic of the holiday season comes alive with 
cheerful sounds and light-hearted fun in each festive song celebrating

“The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!”
Santa Baby, Suzy Snow�ake, Sisters (from White Christmas), Winter Wonderland   December 10

Reservation price $41 ea. or $38 for parties of 15 or more. INCLUDES ENTIRE EVENT:
Delicious 4-piece chicken meal with all the �xin’s: baked potato, homemade corn fritters, kidney bean 

salad, cottage cheese, coleslaw, coffee or tea beverage, dessert, tax, gratuity, and the show!
Lunch served 11:30, Show to follow.  Appropriate spacing for seating will be followed in helping keep 

everyone safe and healthy.  Masks will be worn while entering and getting up from table.
MUST CALL TO RESERVE SEATING:  630-375-9717 | www.sweetreminder.net

South Suburban 
student named 
to Illinois 
Community 
College Board 

The Illinois Community 
College Board (ICCB) an-
nounced this week the ap-
pointment of South Subur-
ban College (SSC) student 
Jaleel Harris to its 2021-22 
Student Board. Candidate 
review and voting from 
the pool of nominations 
was recently conducted by 
the ICCB Student Advi-
sory Committee. 

Harris, a 26-year old 
resident of Chicago, first 
enrolled at SSC after grad-
uating from Homewood 
Flossmoor High School 
in 2012. He is currently 
studying Business Admin-
istration. 

“I am honored to serve 
my students and commu-
nity through the amazing 
opportunity,” said Harris. 
“Here at SSC, our Mission 
is to serve our students 
and community through 
lifelong learning. With 
pleasure, this is a mission I 
will honor throughout my 
professional journey and 
one I will cherish when 
performing my responsi-
bilities with the ICCB.” 

Harris said he has future 
plans to further his educa-
tion in Sociology with the 
goal of starting a founda-
tion focused on the needs 
of at-risk youth. 

“My experience here as 

both a student and stu-
dent employee has taught 
me a variety of values. 
Most importantly, I have 
learned the significance of 
acquired knowledge and 
service.” Harris added, 
“Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. once stated, ‘life’s most 
persistent and urgent 
question is, what are you 
doing for others?’” 

Harris represents the 
second South Suburban 
College student elected 
to serve on the state-wide 
board. Dr. Lynette Stokes 
previously became the 
first SSC President named 
to the Illinois Community 
College Board in 2020. 

For more information 
about SSC, please vis-
it www.ssc.edu. 

Brookfield Zoo’s spring events
Virtual Spring 5k Run/

Walk: Now through May 
30. Brookfield Zoo’s first-
ever Virtual Spring 5k 
Run/Walk takes you out-
doors to enjoy the warmer 
weather and glorious colors 
of sprouting blooms. You 
choose the time and place: 
take a hike in a forest pre-
serve, jog along a water-
front trail, or stroll through 
a neighborhood. Or, run 
the full 5k to compare your 
time with other runners. 
The cost is $30 per person. 
Each participant receives a 
beanie, virtual medal, and 
completion certificate. Race 
materials will be mailed. To 
register and for additional 
information, visit CZS.org/
SpringRun2021. 

Earth Day: A Party for 
the Planet: Saturday, April 
24, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Every 
day is Earth Day at Brook-
field Zoo, but on this special 

day, the zoo will be hosting 
a recycling event, presented 
by the Nicor Gas Energy 
Efficiency Program, to en-
courage everyone to help 
make a difference for wild-
life and the natural world. 

So, if you’ve been waiting 
for the perfect time, and an 
environmentally friendly 
way, to dispose of items 
that have been taking up 
space in your basement or 
garage, head to Brookfield 
Zoo. From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
representatives from the 
zoo and its partner organi-
zations will be stationed in 
the zoo’s main north park-
ing lot collecting a variety 
of unwanted items, includ-
ing electronics, textiles, and 
used books. For a complete 
list of acceptable and unac-
ceptable items, visit CZS.
org/PartyPlanet. Follow the 
signs directing vehicles to 
enter the lot off 31st.

Many events at Blue Island library
This month, The Blue 

Island Public Library will 
resume collecting fees for 
overdue and lost materials. 
Guest pass fees are also re-
instated, so don't forget to 
sign up for a library card.  

The library will celebrate 
National Library Week's 
'Welcome to Your Library' 
campaign in the month of 
April. We are so close to 
registering our 100,000th 
library card and will have a 
gift card for the winner for 
signing up this month. 

May 1 is Planting Day at 
Blue Island Public Library! 
The library is converting 
the asphalt parkway on 
York Street near the library 
entrance into a native plant 
pollinator garden. The gar-
den will be a new home in 
the area for Monarch but-
terflies and other important 
species and will be a bright 
spot color all year long. On 
May 1, join the Friends of 

the Library and members of 
the Blue Island tree keepers 
in a planting project on the 
parkway. 

In addition, on May 1 
educators from Brookfield 
Zoo's Communities and 
Nature Program will lead 
participants in an outdoor 
Blue Island Bioblitz, where-
in families will learn about 
the nature around us. The 
pollinator garden is made 
possible through the sup-
port of the Awesome Foun-
dation, as well the Friends 
of the Library (rain date 
May 8). 

Don't forget the library 
when getting started on 
your spring cleaning! The 
library is once again accept-
ing donations of clean gen-
tly used/new books for the 
Friends of the Library Book 
Sale. The book sale will take 
place socially distanced in 
the lower level conference 
room from May 17-22. 

Jaleel Harris

“I am honored to 
serve my students 
and community 

through the 
amazing 

opportunity.”
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For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

Mercy Circle celebrates National 
Catholic Sisters Week 

Mercy Circle residents 
Sister Nancy Kennelly, 
IBVM and Sister Jane 
Schlosser, RSM shared a 
story with Oak Lawn resi-
dent Roberto Chavez as 
they celebrated National 
Catholic Sisters Week at 
Mercy Circle, the only faith-
based senior living commu-
nity on Chicago’s southwest 
side. A week filled with 
activities included Mercy 
Circle staff members each 
day wearing a sticker with a 

different question to spark 
conversations with resi-
dents, who are members of 
religious orders including 
the Sisters of Mercy, the In-
stitute of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the Order of St. 
Francis. 

All the sisters, who live 
at Mercy Circle, also wrote 
about an important time in 
their ministries and posted 
them with a recent or photo 
from long ago on a bulletin 
board as a way to share their 

remarkable contributions. 
Festivities included an ice 

cream social for all Mercy 
Circle residents and em-
ployees; a pizza party host-
ed by the Sisters of Mercy 

West Midwest, the sponsor 
of the Mercy Circle; donuts 
delivered to every resident’s 
apartment; and a movie 
night with fresh popped 
popcorn. 

American Red Cross Announces 2021 Local Heroes 
The American Red 

Cross of Greater Chicago 
is honoring extraordinary 
individuals for their acts of 
heroism, service and dedi-
cation to building better 
communities.

“We are honored to rec-
ognize these amazing in-
dividuals who have put the 
needs of others before their 

own. This extraordinary 
class of heroes includes 
many who have given a 
voice to the vulnerable 
while providing them with 
resources to build a better 
life. This includes a local 
chef who is using her pas-
sion for cooking to feed 
struggling families during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 

a Chicago firefighter who 
founded an organization to 
keep young people off the 
streets, a navy veteran who 
stepped up and set up food 
pantries for veterans in 
need, and many additional 
upstanding individuals. 
Each one embodies com-
passion, selflessness and 
commitment to strength 

during the COVID crisis,” 
says Celena Roldán, chief 
executive officer of the 
American Red Cross of Il-
linois.

For the past 19 years, 
the Chicago Red Cross 
has honored each class of 
heroes at its Heroes Break-
fast, typically attended by 
nearly 1,000 individuals. 

As we continue to work 
hard to put the coronavi-
rus pandemic behind us, 
the Chicago Red Cross 
will honor this year’s class 
of heroes during a virtual 
event on Thursday, April 
29th at 9 a.m. Please visit 
redcross.org/hero to regis-
ter to attend this free event 
and find more informa-

tion.
“We are proud and 

thankful for the dedication 
that all of the 2021 Class of 
Heroes demonstrates every 
day to serve others. Each 
of them is making a lasting 
impact as we continue our 
road to recovery from this 
public health crisis,” adds 
Roldán.

Card & Bunco Shake Rattle & Roll
The Bremen VFW Post 

2791 Auxiliary is hosting 
a Card & Bunco Shake, 
Rattle & Roll Afternoon 
on Sunday, April 18, 2021.  
Doors open at 12:30 p.m.  
Games begin at 1:00 p.m. 
and end at 4:00 p.m. Ad-
vance Tickets are $5.00 and 
At the Door price is $6.00. 
We’ll have Door Prizes, 
50/50 Split the Pot, and 
Raffle Prizes. Coffee and 
Desserts will be provided. 

Please join us at the Bre-
men VFW 2791 Hall at 

17147 Oak Park Avenue, 
Tinley Park, IL for a fun 
afternoon. 

For advance tickets and 
further details, please con-
tact Gloria Stotts at 708-
532-4653 or Eva Reyes at 
708-819-0385. Parking is 
available at the VFW Hall, 
also across the street from 
the VFW, and the lot East 
of the Subway Sandwich 
Shop parking lot. All pro-
ceeds go toward our Vet-
erans and Military Family 
Programs!

Hickory Hills community blood 
drive

A blood drive will be 
held Sunday, April 11, from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the main 
room of the Hickory Hills 
Community Center, 7800 
W. 89th Place.

For more information or 

to schedule a donation call:
877-258-4825 or visit us 

at: vitalant.org and use
Group Code C112
 Appointments are re-

quired.
Masks are required.

Mercy Circle residents (L and R) Sister Nancy Kennelly, IBVM 
and Sister Jane Schlosser, RSM share a story with Oak Lawn 
resident Roberto Chavez. Credit: Marc Monaghan

Electronics, 
household  
hazardous 
waste collection  

Beverly Morgan Park 
area residents can safe-
ly dispose of household 
electronic and hazardous 
household waste from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
May1, by bringing items to 

the Morgan Park United 
Methodist Church parking 
lot located at 110th Place 
and. Longwood Drive. The 
event is organized by the 
Green Sanctuary Group of 
Beverly Unitarian Church. 

The following electronic 
items will be accepted: 
computers, monitors, print-
ers and all peripherals, cell 
phones, tablets and TVs no 
larger than 24 inches. 

The following hazard-

ous household items will 
be accepted and must be 
properly sealed: mercury-
florescent bulbs, antifreeze, 
used motor oil, gasoline, 
oil-based paints, paint thin-
ner, spray paints, car batter-
ies, rechargeable batteries, 
lawn chemicals, pesticides, 
solvents, drain cleaners, 
pool chemicals, hobby 
chemicals, mercury ther-
mometers.  

Eyeglasses and clean Sty-

rofoam also will be accept-
ed for reuse or recycling. 

The following items will 
NOT be accepted: alkaline 
batteries, appliances, bio-
hazardous products, tele-
phones and peripherals, 
standard cleaning products, 
Freon, incandescent bulbs, 
boom boxes, stereo equip-
ment, televisions larger 
than 24 inches, water-based 
paints (including latex and 
acrylic paints).  

Advertise in our April 20 Issue, for Health & Senior 
Care, Banks & Finances. Call 708-425-1910.
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Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

roofing

New Roofs Tear-offs

Free Roof
Inspection
Senior Discount

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

Home repair

MAINTENANCE & REMODELING

Interion & Exterior
S E R V I C E S

• PAINTING
• POWER WASHING
• CARPENTRY
• PLUMBING
• BASIC ELECTRICIAN
• CERAMIC TILE

(219) 840-0019
FREE ESTIMATES

✆

funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

Tree Service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

WANTED
FLORIST &

UNIQUE
VENDORS

Call Debbie 708-752-5397

BurgerS

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Open for Carry Out
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday thru Saturday 10am-7pm • Sunday Closed

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

1271 1  S .  RIDGELAND AVENUE,  PALOS HEIGHTS

Llama Llama Ding Dong Yarn
YOUR LOCAL YARN STORE!

7 0 8 . 6 3 1 . 3 2 8 1  

WWW.L2D2YARN.COM               @L2D2YARN

join us for LOCAL YARN STORE DAY!

sATURDAY, APRIL 17TH, AT 11:00 A.M. 
visit us in person or on our website TO VIEW OUR WIDE

SELECTION OF YARN, NOTIONS,    aCCESSORIES, & PROJECT KITS!

Yarn

This Could be  
your AD

Rates starting at $20,
Call Linda at  
708-425-1910

Spring cleaning? Consider the 
"new to you" rummage sale 

"Out with the Old.” It’s 
time to clean out your clos-
ets and basements and the 
Auxiliary would love to 
have your rummage to help 
support our organization!!

Our Annual (all new) 
'NEW TO YOU' Rummage 
Sale will be held the last 
week of April. A perfect 
way to clean house and feel 
good about it! Keep us in 
mind this year! We would 
LOVE to re-purpose your 
stuff! 

Your Tax-Deductible do-
nations accepted include, 
but are not limited to: (IN 
GOOD CONDITION) 
Household items, small ap-
pliances, tools, decorative 
items, books, cd's, elec-
tronics (*NO* tube TV's 
please), furniture, clean 
and undamaged clothing 
etc. 

Drop off your donations 
Monday, April 19th, and 
Tuesday, April 20th, from 
noon until Post closes; or 
we can arrange for a pickup 
of your rummage if you 
can't get out and about! 

Tell your friends and 
neighbors to save their 
stuff too!! Please help us 
make this the most suc-
cessful fundraiser yet! 

New to you sale is open 
to the public on thursday 
9am to 7pm and friday 
9am to 3pm. Friday is $5.00 
Bag day!! 

Hope to see you at 
Marrs-Meyer Aux #991 at 
11001 S. Depot St., Worth, 
IL 

And, once again I need 
to remind you that our 
Great Post is a strictly 
VOLUNTEER organiza-
tion! If you can help out on 
any day during the week of 
April 19, just stop by and 
say, "I WANT TO HELP"! 
Volunteers needed to sort 
and price donations, set 
up the hall for the sale and 
work the sale... Help need-
ed every day that week!! 
We thank you for your sup-
port! 

Contact Vicki Walsh for 
more information. call/
text 708-606-1526 or email 
vickster1727@yahoo.com . 

Clean-Up Week is April 17-24 
From Saturday, April 17, 

through Saturday, April 24, 
you and/or your group can 
join other residents and 
businesses, along with Mo-
kena’s Community Affairs 
Commission and elected 
officials and staff, in picking 

up trash in one or more litter 
“hot spots” around town. 

Trees will also be planted 
in selected locations on the 
24th as part of this environ-
mentally conscious week.

Call (708) 479-3900 to 
sign up and for more info.

Oak Forest 
Yard Waste 
Pick-Up Starts 
in April

Beginning April, yard 
waste can be placed curb-
side on your scheduled 
garbage day.  Yard waste 
includes grass clippings, 
leaves, branches, etc. (no 
dirt or rock).  

 Branches should be cut 
into 3- to 4-foot lengths and 
be no wider than 6 inches in 
diameter. Read more about 
yard waste disposal at my-
disposal.com. 

Place yard waste in brown 
paper yard waste bags, rea-
sonable-sized bundles tied 

with twine or string, or a 
HDS yard waste blue cart. 
If you don't have one, you 
can rent the large 95-gallon 
wheeled yard waste carts 
from HDS.  Visit http://
mydisposal.com/cart-form-
oak-forest  for all cart re-
quests or call 708-798-1004.  
There is a discount for se-
niors 65 and older. 

"Yard waste only" stickers 
are only needed when your 
regular 35-gallon garbage 
cart is used only for yard 
waste.  Stickers are available 
at the Clerk's Office in City 
Hall.  There is a limit of two 
stickers per household.  

FYI: It is illegal to dispose 
of yard waste with regular 
garbage in the state of Il-
linois 

Residents Reminded to be 
Aware of Scam Tactics 

With Spring approach-
ing, residents are being ad-
vised to be on the lookout 
for scam artists posing as 
contractors. Be aware of 
people who: 

Solicit door to door. Pro-
fessionals do not do this. 

Claim to be working in 
your neighborhood and 
noticed that you need re-
pairs. 

Offer a free inspection 
which always turns up with 
a major repair. 

Tell you that you need to 
act right away. 

Tell you that they have 
left over materials from 

another job that you could 
use. 

Want to be paid in cash. 
Do not provide a de-

tailed contract. 
Ask for a large down 

payment. 
Make sure that anyone 

doing work for you is reg-
istered with the Village 
and has pulled all neces-
sary permits. The Building 
Department is here to help 
protect you from these 
unscrupulous individuals. 
Call us at (708) 671-3730 
to verify if a contractor is 
registered with the Village 
of Palos Park.  
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This Could be  
your AD

Rates starting at $20,
Call Linda at  
708-425-1910

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED
Alvernia Manor

Senior Living
Dining

Room Aid
Part Time Cook
House Keeper

CNA'S all Shifts
Registered Nurse
630-257-7721

Attorney at Law

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 36 years.
Graduate of Brother 

Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.
Member, Illinois State 

Bar Association, 
Chicago Bar 

Association, and 
others.

Professional Liability 
Insured

Free Attorney 
Consultation 
(in your home)

For Seniors, Veterans, 
and Disabled Persons. 

On most general 
practice matters.

Apartment for Rent

1 Bdrm Apartment
Heat & Parking Included

Newly Remodeled
111th & Kedzie Ave.

$850 a month
312-316-1251

Insurance

GUARANTEED ISSUE
LIFE INSURANCE

Everyone Qualifies
Ages 0 thru 85 up to $25,000
Call Chris Light @ 708-687-0142

Find out how to qualify up to
150k if you work full time.

Asphalt

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Caregiver

Certi�ed
Home Care

Supporting 
Seniors for 36 yrs.

Exc. Ref's / Cert. CPR
708-244-4017

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Sewing

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Construction

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

CPA

��������������
�������������

����
���
�	������

������������

Brick Experts

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid - Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Basement/Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

FOR SALE
3 Cemetery Lots
ACACIA Section

in Evergreen Park
Cemetery 

Price at Cemetery
$5,495 each
I am asking
$2,000 each

Will pay transfer fee
Call

815-448-2171

For Sale

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
REASONABLE
DEPENDABLE
SMALL JOBS

CALL ANYTIME
(708) 478-8269

Electric Services

A - All American
Concrete Raising

Concrete Sinking?
We Raise & Level

Stoops • Sidewalks
Driveways • Patios

Garage Floors • Steps
& More!

All Work Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
Ask About Special

Discounts!

(708) 361-0166

Concrete Raising

JPS
LAWN

MAINTENANCE

• Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Grass Cutting

• Yard Clean-Ups
• Power Raking
• Core Aeration

• Shrub & Hedge
Trimming

Quality Lawn Care at
an Affordable Price

Senior Discount • Ask for Jim

(708) 990-5553

Lawn Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
JERRY - INSURED
708-785-5023

JERRY M.
LANDSCAPE
JERRY M.

LANDSCAPE
Weekly Mowing • Fertilizers
Shrub Trimming & Pruning

Garden Walkways • Yard Cleanup
Landscape Care • Sod • Flowers

Seeding-Soil-Mulch 
Decorating Rocks • Garden Soil

Landscaping

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
thinkgreenthinkclean.org

708-335-7228

Carpet Cleaning

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

Does Your  
Project Need  
A Permit?

With warmer weather in 
the offing, you may have 
begun thinking about 
starting projects around 
the house. As you con-
template which project to 
start, remember that Mo-
kena requires you to ob-
tain a building permit for 
many types of home im-
provement projects.  

There are essentially two 

types of building permits, 
those that do not require a 
fee and those that do.  

Building permits that 
do not require a fee in-
clude those issued for roof 
replacement, replacement 
of a hot water heater or 
water softener, replace-
ment of a window with a 
similar sized window, and 
replacement of home sid-
ing. Building permits that 
do require a fee include 
those issued for home ad-
ditions, garages, sheds, 
fences, flat work, pools, 
plumbing, and electrical 

repairs/upgrades. Projects 
falling into these catego-
ries require inspection by 
Village staff, and a nomi-
nal fee is assessed for the 
inspection(s) to ensure 
that your work complies 
with current building 
codes. 

Did you know that 
when you apply for a 
building permit from the 
Village, you can see if your 
contractor is properly reg-
istered in Mokena? While 
registration in and of it-
self is no guarantee of the 
quality of a particular con-

tractor’s work, it does help 
protect you against those 
that may be operating in 
our area fraudulently or 
in an otherwise unscrupu-
lous manner.  

Need to apply for a 
building permit now? Call 
(708) 479-3900 or stop by 
the Community Develop-
ment Department at the 
Mokena Village Hall be-
tween the hours of 8:30 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

RIP Margo Lynn 
Lullo

Margo Lynn Lullo; be-
loved wife of George; lov-
ing mother of George Lullo, 
Denise (George) Chakinis, 
Jeffrey Lullo, Tony (Gail) 
Lullo, and Dean (Cindy) 
Lullo; cherished Grand-
mother of George, Gianna, 
Nicholas, Michael, Margo, 
A.J., Vincent, Joey, Olivia, 
Dean, Isabella, and Domi-

nic. Visitation and Funeral 
Mass at St. Bernadette 
Church 9343 S. Francisco, 
Evergreen Park. Interment 
Holy Sepulcher Cemetery 
708-499-3223 or Kosary-
FuneralHome.com 
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OpeningGrand
3208 W. 95th Street • Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 907-9800
www.UnbeatableSubs.com

Closed Sunday & Monday, Tuesday through Saturday 11am-8pm
Deli, Carry Out, Delivery, & Catering

Tuesday’s

DAILY SPECIALS

Tu
es

da
y

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
Th

ur
sd

ay
Fr

id
ay

Sa
tu

rd
ay

Adreannia
Robinson
Owner

Teachers 15% OFF
Can’t be combined with any other special.

Some restrictions may apply.

Any Combination Sub

$100

Reuben

$699

Chef’s Salads

Club

$699

Any Two 7” Subs

$1499

$200
combination subs. #1-5 & #26

Off Reg. Off Lrg.

$499 $599
Deluxe

Wednesday’s

Seniors & Veterans 15% OFF
Can’t be combined with any other special.

Some restrictions may apply.

Thursday’s

Can’t be combined with any other special.
Some restrictions may apply.

First Responders,
 LCM Hospital &
Christ Hospital

Friday’s

Postal Workers 15% OFF
Can’t be combined with any other special.

Some restrictions may apply.

15% OFF
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    19614 S. La Grange Road, Mokena, IL 60448 

            708.479.8771 
                        www.dowlingretirement.com                                                    Karen and Ron Dowling 
 

As you work towards retirement, it’s important to distinguish between your options for achieving financial freedom. Certificates of Deposits (CDs)  
and Fixed Annuities are viable options; but which is best for you? Both CDs & Fixed Annuities carry very little risk, but one of the main differences  

is the makeup of each product as CDs are less flexible financial products while annuities are fully customizable insurance products.     

                 
For more information regarding current rates, contact us for a complimentary, no obligation consultation. Our objective is to assist you in achieving your 

retirement and legacy goals. Receive an autographed copy of our book, “A Guide to Getting Your House in Order” at www.dowlingbooks.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

            • 708.719.4473 • 
               
                 19616 S. La Grange Road, Ste B, Mokena, IL 60448    
                                        www.sterlingtaxpros.com  
 

RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR PERSONAL Tax Filing with Sterling Tax Pros, Inc. 
before April 30, 2021 when you mention this ad with code: VILLAGEVIEW 
OUR FIRM OFFERS SUPERIOR CLIENT SERVICES AND CONSULTING TO INDIVIDUALS, PROFESSIONALS, 

AND SMALL/MID-SIZE BUSINESSES IN: 
Federal & State Tax Filing • Accounting Services • Payroll Processing • Business Valuation • Budgeting Business Start-Ups • Nonprofit 

Audits • Charitable Tax Planning • Compliance 
Property Tax Reduction (Residential & Commercial) • Small Business Development Strategy • plus, many more services 

 

 

Investment Feature Annuity Certificates of Deposit 

Safe & Insured? Yes Yes 
 
 
 

Insured By? State Insurance  
Guaranty Association 

Federal Deposit  
Insurance Corporation 

Insured Up To? $300,000/Household $250,000/Depositor 

Rates Are Fixed  
And Guaranteed? 

 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

Yes 

Interest Withdrawals? Yes Yes 

Early Surrender Penalties?  Yes  Yes 

Can Withdraw  
Principal During Term? 

 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

No 

Account Can Be  
Stretched At Passing? 

 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

No 

Grows Tax-Deferred? Yes No 

Avoids Probate? Yes No 

Penalty-Free Withdrawals  
For Health Expenses? 

 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

No 

Currently Offers The  
Highest Rates? 

Yes No 
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