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Hurley Brings Attention to the Conference of Women Legislators Scholarship  
As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legisla-
tors since 2013 and as the 
2021 Chair of the Scholar-
ship committee, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is bringing attention to the 
Conference of Women Leg-
islators (COWL) scholar-
ship opportunity for women 

over the age of 25.  
“As a working mother, I 

understand how hard it can 
be to prioritize education 
when you are also provid-
ing for your family” said 
Hurley. “Women who oth-
erwise might not be able 
to afford an education can 
now go to school and pur-

sue their educational and 
occupational dreams thanks 
to this scholarship. Several 
women throughout the 35th 
District have been past win-
ners of this scholarship and 
I’m excited to see future resi-
dents of the 35th receive this 
scholarship as well.”  

The Conference on 

Women Legislators is pro-
viding a scholarship up 
to $2,500 to cover tuition, 
fees, and books for the up-
coming 2021-2022 school 
year. The scholarship is for 
women 25 years or older 
from any income level, who 
have otherwise been unable 
to get an education. All ap-

plicants must be Illinois 
residents and plan to attend 
an Illinois institution. The 
deadline is Friday, May 1st, 
2021. For more information, 
women interested can visit: 
cowl.formstack.com/forms/
cowl_scholarship_applica-
tion.

“As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legis-
lators and the chair of the 
scholarship committee, I 
am excited to bring these 
opportunities to my Dis-
trict and the entire state of 
Illinois,” continued Hurley. 
“When we support other 
women, we are better the 
entire state.”  

South Suburban College helps 
plant trees for Earth Month

In honor of Earth Month, 
South Suburban College 
is pleased to announce its 
2020 Tree Campus USA® 
recognition. Tree Campus 
USA, an Arbor Day Foun-
dation program, honors 
colleges and universities 
and their leaders for pro-
moting healthy trees and 
engaging students and staff 
in the spirit of conservation. 
SSC was one of just 19 Illi-
nois campuses selected to 
receive the award. 

In a statement from Ar-
bor Day Foundation, “to 
obtain this distinction, SSC 
met the five core standards 
for sustainable campus 
forestry required by Tree 
Campus USA, including 
establishment of a tree ad-
visory committee, evidence 
of a campus tree-care plan, 
dedicated annual expen-
ditures for its campus tree 
program, an Arbor Day 
observance and the spon-

sorship of student service-
learning projects. Your 
entire campus community 
should be proud of this sus-
tained commitment to en-
vironmental stewardship.” 

If ever there was a time 
for trees, now is that time. 
Communities worldwide 
are facing issues with air 
quality, water resources, 
personal health and well-
being, and energy use. SSC 
and its Sustainability Com-
mittee continue to work to 
do its part, now in its third 
year of Tree Campus recog-
nition. 

The SSC Sustainability 
Committee was established 
in 2011 to coordinate SSC’s 
efforts in sustainability 
leadership within its com-
munity. Its number one 
goal is to educate staff and 
students about how to prac-
tice environmental stew-
ardship at home and in the 
community. 

Members of South Suburban College’s Sustainability Commit-
tee and Green Club recently hosted a tree planting ceremony. 

Marist announces new principal
Marist High School 

President Larry Tucker ’79 
announced recently, that 
Meg Mathews Dunneback 
has been appointed the 
next principal of Marist 
High School beginning July 
1. Dunneback, with more 
than 20 years of experi-
ence, is an accomplished 
educator with deep ties to 
the Marist family and local 
community. 

“I am excited to have Meg 
back at Marist,” Tucker said. 
“She brings a wealth of ex-
perience in different roles 
and has a true love and 
appreciation of the Marist 
family and charism. I know 
our students and faculty will 
benefit immensely from her 
perspective, talents, energy, 
and the dedication that she 
will bring our community.” 

Dunneback served as an 
English teacher at Marist 
from 1995 until 2001. Dur-
ing that time, she worked 
closely with the late Br. Vito 
Aresto, FMS in the forma-
tion of the school’s Marcel-
lin Program. She went on 
to become a teacher, facili-
tator, and dean at Richards 
High School in Oak Lawn. 
Since 2014, she has served 
as the assistant principal 
for curriculum and in-
struction. During her time 
at Richards, Dunneback 
worked on professional 
development with teach-
ers to enhance today’s best 

practices, impacting diverse 
learners. She has previously 
served on a strategic plan-
ning committee for Marist, 
helping map out future for 
the school. 

“I am thrilled and hon-
ored to join Marist in this 
role and with the support of 
the school community, I am 
confident that I will be able 
to make a positive impact 
in the lives of our Marist 
students,” Dunneback said. 
“I look forward to helping 
each member and student, 
faculty and staff member 
plus achieve their educa-
tional and professional po-
tential. The Richards High 
School community has 
helped me grow into the ed-
ucator I am today and will 
always have a place close to 
my heart.” 

Dunneback earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English 
from St. Mary’s College in 
South Bend, Indiana, and 
a Master of Arts in Admin-
istration from Benedictine 
University in Lisle, Illinois. 
Dunneback’s husband, Ja-
son, is a 1993 Marist gradu-
ate. They are current Marist 
parents. 

ComEd offers limited time, 
financial assistance options 

ComEd Bill Payment As-
sistance Program. In April, 
ComEd will increase the 
amount of funds available 
to provide more one-time 
bill credits of up to $500, 
while funds are available. 
These credits are for eli-
gible residential customers 
who have outstanding bal-
ances or who are looking 
to reconnect their electric 
service. 

More Flexible Payment 
Arrangements. Through 
June 30, ComEd is offer-
ing extended payment ar-
rangement plans to eligible 
households, which allows 
customers to spread out-
standing balances over 18 
monthly installments with 
no money down. Eligible 
residential customers fac-
ing financial hardship who 
enroll in an 18-month, no 
money down payment plan 
will be exempt from discon-
nection through June 30. 
All other eligible residential 
customers with outstand-
ing balances can enroll in 
an 18-month payment plan 
with a 10% down payment 
through June 30. 

Service Reconnection 
Assistance. Through July 
10, eligible households that 
had electric service dis-
connected for a non-safety 
reason in 2021 can have 
their service reconnected 

by providing only 25% of 
their outstanding balance. 
Any remaining outstanding 
balance will be rolled into 
an 18-month, no-money-
down payment plan.  

The ComEd CARE pro-
grams also offer a range 
of financial-assistance op-
tions, while funding is 
available, to help eligible 
customers pay their electric 
bills. There are programs 
available for residential, 
small-business custom-
ers and nonprofits, as well 
as activated and deployed 
members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, National Guard, Re-
serves and honorably dis-
charged veterans. 

Any customer experi-
encing a hardship or diffi-
culty with their electric bill 
should call ComEd imme-
diately at 1-800-334-7661 
(1-800-EDISON1), Mon-
day through Friday from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. to learn more 
on how to apply. Informa-
tion on each of these op-
tions, along with eligibility 
requirements, can be found 
at ComEd.com/Paymen-
tAssistance. 

ComEd also offers usage 
alerts and energy-manage-
ment tips to help customers 
manage energy use to save 
money now and on future 
electric bills. Visit ComEd.
com/OnlineTools. 
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Hurley Brings Attention 
to Conference of Women 
Legislators Scholarship  

As a member of the Con-
ference of Women Legisla-
tors since 2013 and as the 
2021 Chair of the Scholar-
ship committee, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is bringing attention to 
the Conference of Women 
Legislators (COWL) schol-
arship opportunity for 
women over the age of 25.  

“As a working mother, 
I understand how hard it 
can be to prioritize edu-
cation when you are also 
providing for your family” 
said Hurley. “Women who 
otherwise might not be 
able to afford an education 
can now go to school and 
pursue their educational 
and occupational dreams 
thanks to this scholarship. 
Several women throughout 
the 35th District have been 
past winners of this schol-
arship and I’m excited to 
see future residents of the 
35th receive this scholar-
ship as well.”  

The Conference on 

Women Legislators is pro-
viding a scholarship up 
to $2,500 to cover tuition, 
fees, and books for the up-
coming 2021-2022 school 
year. The scholarship is for 
women 25 years or older 
from any income level, 
who have otherwise been 
unable to get an educa-
tion. All applicants must 
be Illinois residents and 
plan to attend an Illinois 
institution. The deadline is 
Friday, May 1st, 2021. For 
more information, women 
interested can visit: cowl.
formstack.com/forms/
cowl_scholarship_applica-
tion.

“As a member of the 
Conference of Women 
Legislators and the chair of 
the scholarship committee, 
I am excited to bring these 
opportunities to my Dis-
trict and the entire state of 
Illinois,” continued Hurley. 
“When we support other 
women, we are better the 
entire state.”  

Families invited to add veterans’ names to Orland Park memorial 
The Village of Orland 

Park hosts ceremonies 
each Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day and invites 
area families to add their 
veterans' names to the Vil-
lage's granite walls border-
ing the Village's Veterans 
Memorial, Ara Pace, Place 
of Peace. 

Memorial Day will be 
observed on Monday, 
May 31 with a ceremony 
at the memorial located 
in the Village Center at  
14700 South Ravinia Av-
enue. 

It is during the Memo-
rial and Veterans Day Cer-
emonies that the newly 
added veterans' names 
are announced as the vet-
eran and their family and 
friends stand and are rec-
ognized. 

The last day to add a 
veteran's name to Orland 
Park's granite memorial 

for this year's Memorial 
Day Ceremony is May 1. 

The cost to add a name 
is $250 which covers the  

cost of engraving and 
maintenance of the me-
morial. 

Those who purchase en-
gravings are also eligible 
for a reduced fee purchase 
of a Hometown Hero 
banner ($100 per banner 
purchased in conjunction 
with engraving). 

Orland Park's veteran’s 
memorial displays the en-
graved names of veterans, 
living and deceased, from 
across the country who 
served in all branches and 
in all wars. Veterans do 
not have to live in Orland 
Park. 

The form to add a vet-
eran's name is available 
on the Village's website at 
www.orlandpark.org. 

For more information, 
call Darryl Wertheim 
of the Village’s Veterans 
Commission at 708-403-
6115. 

Thank You  
from Mayor 
Henry L.  
Kuspa 

Thank to you everyone 
who voted in this year's 
election. I am looking for-
ward to serving you again 
for another four years. 
Being your Mayor of Oak 
Forest is an honor and re-
sponsibility I take very se-
riously. 

Congratulations to Jack 
Janozik on his win as City 
Clerk, Rich Simon, Alder-

man Ward 2, Paul Selman, 
Alderman Ward 4 and 
James Hortsman, Alder-
man Ward 6. I would also 
like to congratulate and 
welcome new Treasurer, 
Ericka Vetter. Ericka will 
replace JoAnn Kelly who 
decided not to seek reelec-
tion in 2021. 

New Tinley Park Village Board 
to be sworn in May 3

Congratulations to May-
or-elect Michael Glotz, Vil-
lage Clerk Kristin Thirion, 
Trustee Bill Brady and 
Trustees-elect Dennis Ma-
honey and Colleen Sulli-
van, who were all elected 
into office April 6. They 
join Trustees Bill Brennan, 

Diane Galante and Michael 
Mueller to comprise your 
brand-new Tinley Park Vil-
lage Board.

The new Village Board 
will be sworn-in at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday May 3 at the Tin-
ley Park Convention Cen-
ter, and their first meeting 

at Tinley Park Village Hall 
will be held Tuesday, May 
4. Residents can tune-in to 
watch the inauguration live 
on the Village's Facebook 

page, or they can watch a 
video of the event afterward 
on Tinley Park Television 
(Comcast Channel 4 and 
U-Verse Channel 99).

Mokena’s First Spring leaf and branch pick up is Wednesday
The Village of Mokena’s 

first Spring leaf and branch 
pick-up is set for Wednes-
day, April 21. This is All 
Day Event. 

Village staff will collect 
only bagged leaves and 
branches no longer than 4 
feet in length.  Regular re-
fuse, grass clippings, and 

yard waste will not be col-
lected as part of the free leaf 
and branch pick-up pro-
gram.

Leaves may be bagged in 
either paper or plastic bags, 
although paper bags are 
preferred.

Branches should be tied 
with twine or string.  A 

branch length of 3 feet or 
less is optimal.

Refuse toters or drum-
type containers should 
not be used for leaves or 
branches.

Please fill out the form  
Official Website (mokena.
org)  and indicate how 
many bags of leaves and/

or bundles of branches you 
have for pick up.  Please 
place your bags and bundles 
at the curb, but please note 
that it may take a few days 
to reach your residence.  

Should you have any 
other questions, feel free 
to contact us at (708) 479-
3900.
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Hurley Brings Attention to the Conference of Women Legislators Scholarship  
As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legisla-
tors since 2013 and as the 
2021 Chair of the Scholar-
ship committee, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is bringing attention to the 
Conference of Women Leg-
islators (COWL) scholar-
ship opportunity for women 

over the age of 25.  
“As a working mother, I 

understand how hard it can 
be to prioritize education 
when you are also provid-
ing for your family” said 
Hurley. “Women who oth-
erwise might not be able 
to afford an education can 
now go to school and pur-

sue their educational and 
occupational dreams thanks 
to this scholarship. Several 
women throughout the 35th 
District have been past win-
ners of this scholarship and 
I’m excited to see future resi-
dents of the 35th receive this 
scholarship as well.”  

The Conference on 

Women Legislators is pro-
viding a scholarship up 
to $2,500 to cover tuition, 
fees, and books for the up-
coming 2021-2022 school 
year. The scholarship is for 
women 25 years or older 
from any income level, who 
have otherwise been unable 
to get an education. All ap-

plicants must be Illinois 
residents and plan to attend 
an Illinois institution. The 
deadline is Friday, May 1st, 
2021. For more information, 
women interested can visit: 
cowl.formstack.com/forms/
cowl_scholarship_applica-
tion.

“As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legis-
lators and the chair of the 
scholarship committee, I 
am excited to bring these 
opportunities to my Dis-
trict and the entire state of 
Illinois,” continued Hurley. 
“When we support other 
women, we are better the 
entire state.”  

Northbound Counterflow begins on Central Tri-State (I-294)
Beginning northbound 

traffic on the Central Tri-
State Tollway (I-294) be-
tween 95th Street and the 
83rd Street Toll Plaza is 
scheduled to be shifted into 
a counterflow configura-
tion with two lanes travel-
ing on the southbound side 
for mainline bridge recon-
struction as part of the $4 
billion Central Tri-State 
Tollway (I-294) Project. In 
addition, lane closures on 
local roads underneath the 
Tollway will begin later this 
month as part of this work. 

Electronic message signs 
and construction signage 
will be put in place in ad-
vance to alert drivers to 
changes in traffic patterns 

and construction through-
out the construction sea-
son. Up-to-date informa-
tion regarding lane closures 
will be available in the Il-
linois Tollway’s Daily Con-
struction Alerts. 

“The Illinois Tollway is 
committed to ensuring the 
roadway remains safe for 
both drivers and workers 
during construction, which 
is part of our overall com-
mitment to roadway safety,” 
said Illinois Tollway Execu-
tive Director José Alvarez. 
“We ask drivers to be at-
tentive in work zones by 
watching for changing traf-
fic patterns and using cau-
tion, especially when work-
ers are present.” 

Once the counterflow is 
in place, during the week 
of April 19, I-294 traffic 
between 82nd Street and 
LaGrange Road will be 
shifted in both directions 
to provide a work zone for 
roadway reconstruction 
and widening work. 

Mainline I-294 traffic 
in the area is scheduled to 
remain in this configura-
tion through summer. Four 
lanes of traffic will be main-
tained in both directions. 

In addition, during the 
week of April 19, on both 
Roberts Road and 87th 
Street lane closures will be 
put in place in both direc-
tions underneath I-294 to 
accommodate reconstruc-

tion of the I-294 mainline 
bridge over the local roads. 
On both roads, overnight, 
full roadway closures with 
detours will be scheduled 
to safely accommodate re-
moval and replacement of 
bridge beams. However, to 
reduce disruption to traffic 
in the area, both roads will 
not be closed at the same 
time. 

Additional lane closures 
on both I-294 and the lo-
cal roads will be scheduled 
as needed throughout the 
construction season to 
complete mainline bridge 
reconstruction. 

More information is 
available at illinoistollway.
com.

ComEd offers limited time, 
financial assistance options 

ComEd Bill Payment As-
sistance Program. In April, 
ComEd will increase the 
amount of funds available 
to provide more one-time 
bill credits of up to $500, 
while funds are available. 
These credits are for eli-
gible residential customers 
who have outstanding bal-
ances or who are looking 
to reconnect their electric 
service. 

More Flexible Payment 
Arrangements. Through 
June 30, ComEd is offer-
ing extended payment ar-
rangement plans to eligible 
households, which allows 
customers to spread out-
standing balances over 18 
monthly installments with 
no money down. Eligible 
residential customers fac-
ing financial hardship who 
enroll in an 18-month, 
no money down payment 
plan will be exempt from 
disconnection through 
June 30. All other eligible 
residential customers with 
outstanding balances can 

enroll in an 18-month 
payment plan with a 10% 
down payment through 
June 30. 

Service Reconnection 
Assistance. Through July 
10, eligible households that 
had electric service discon-
nected for a non-safety rea-
son in 2021 can have their 
service reconnected by 
providing only 25% of their 
outstanding balance. Any 
remaining outstanding 
balance will be rolled into 
an 18-month, no-money-
down payment plan.  

The ComEd CARE pro-
grams also offer a range 
of financial-assistance 
options, while funding 
is available, to help eli-
gible customers pay their 
electric bills. There are 
programs available for 
residential, small-business 
customers and nonprofits, 
as well as activated and de-
ployed members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, National 
Guard, Reserves and hon-
orably discharged veterans. 

Moraine Valley instructor  
named Teacher of the Year 

Moraine Valley Com-
munity College instructor 
Nooshin Trombetta was 
honored with the 2021 Ar-
thur J. Stejskal Memorial 
Teacher of the Year Award 
from the Illinois Adult Ed-
ucation Association. 

Trombetta has been an 
English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL)/Adult Basic 
Education instructor at the 
college for the last eight 
years, teaching different 
levels of ESL, Citizenship, 
Critical Thinking and Par-

ents as Educational Part-
ners. She is particularly 
proficient in working with 
higher-level ESL students. 

“This award belongs to 
every staff member, teach-
er and administrator in 
Learning Enrichment and 
College Readiness. I could 
not have done my job with-
out their constant encour-
agement and guidance. 
The award is a reminder 
of the work that needs to 
be done with our non-
English-speaking students 

to pave the way for them to 
lead productive and fulfill-
ing lives in the U.S.,” Trom-
betta said. 

“The best part of my job 
is when I hear my students 
have gone on to pursue 
careers in nursing, teach-
ing and marketing or are 

now able to volunteer at 
their children’s schools and 
become involved in their 
communities in meaning-
ful ways. The understand-
ing that I have helped them 
start their journey to make 
their dreams and aspira-
tions a reality is inspiring.” 

McCord’s new board members 
McCord Gallery & Cul-

tural Center is pleased 
to introduce our newest 
board members! 

Please join us in wel-
coming: Daniel J. McCar-

thy, Ronette Leal McCar-
thy, Amanda Neely, Lois 
Stanciak and Angel Zapata.

We look forward to their 
collaboration and contri-
butions to McCord! 
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Hurley Brings Attention to the Conference of Women Legislators Scholarship  
As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legisla-
tors since 2013 and as the 
2021 Chair of the Scholar-
ship committee, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is bringing attention to the 
Conference of Women Leg-
islators (COWL) scholar-
ship opportunity for women 

over the age of 25.  
“As a working mother, I 

understand how hard it can 
be to prioritize education 
when you are also provid-
ing for your family” said 
Hurley. “Women who oth-
erwise might not be able 
to afford an education can 
now go to school and pur-

sue their educational and 
occupational dreams thanks 
to this scholarship. Several 
women throughout the 35th 
District have been past win-
ners of this scholarship and 
I’m excited to see future resi-
dents of the 35th receive this 
scholarship as well.”  

The Conference on 

Women Legislators is pro-
viding a scholarship up 
to $2,500 to cover tuition, 
fees, and books for the up-
coming 2021-2022 school 
year. The scholarship is for 
women 25 years or older 
from any income level, who 
have otherwise been unable 
to get an education. All ap-

plicants must be Illinois 
residents and plan to attend 
an Illinois institution. The 
deadline is Friday, May 1st, 
2021. For more information, 
women interested can visit: 
cowl.formstack.com/forms/
cowl_scholarship_applica-
tion.

“As a member of the Con-

ference of Women Legis-
lators and the chair of the 
scholarship committee, I 
am excited to bring these 
opportunities to my Dis-
trict and the entire state of 
Illinois,” continued Hurley. 
“When we support other 
women, we are better the 
entire state.”  

Jim & Joan Buschbach honored
The community came 

together recently on 98th 
& Brandt to honor Jim & 
Joan Buschbach's dedica-
tion to the Village of Oak 
Lawn by unveiling a hon-
orary street sign in their 

name. 
Oak Lawn President 

Sandra Bury, new Presi-
dent Terry Vorderer, Oak 
Lawn Chamber members, 
and family were at the ded-
ication. Northbound Counterflow begins on Central Tri-State (I-294)

Beginning northbound 
traffic on the Central Tri-
State Tollway (I-294) be-
tween 95th Street and the 
83rd Street Toll Plaza is 
scheduled to be shifted into 
a counterflow configura-
tion with two lanes travel-
ing on the southbound side 
for mainline bridge recon-
struction as part of the $4 
billion Central Tri-State 
Tollway (I-294) Project. In 
addition, lane closures on 
local roads underneath the 
Tollway will begin later this 
month as part of this work. 

Electronic message signs 
and construction signage 
will be put in place in ad-
vance to alert drivers to 

changes in traffic patterns 
and construction through-
out the construction sea-
son. Up-to-date informa-
tion regarding lane closures 
will be available in the Il-
linois Tollway’s Daily Con-
struction Alerts. 

“The Illinois Tollway is 
committed to ensuring the 
roadway remains safe for 
both drivers and workers 
during construction, which 
is part of our overall com-
mitment to roadway safety,” 
said Illinois Tollway Execu-
tive Director José Alvarez. 
“We ask drivers to be at-
tentive in work zones by 
watching for changing traf-
fic patterns and using cau-

tion, especially when work-
ers are present.” 

Once the counterflow is 
in place, during the week 
of April 19, I-294 traffic 
between 82nd Street and 
LaGrange Road will be 
shifted in both directions 
to provide a work zone for 
roadway reconstruction 
and widening work. 

Mainline I-294 traffic 
in the area is scheduled to 
remain in this configura-
tion through summer. Four 
lanes of traffic will be main-
tained in both directions. 

In addition, during the 
week of April 19, on both 
Roberts Road and 87th 
Street lane closures will be 

put in place in both direc-
tions underneath I-294 to 
accommodate reconstruc-
tion of the I-294 mainline 
bridge over the local roads. 
On both roads, overnight, 
full roadway closures with 
detours will be scheduled 
to safely accommodate re-
moval and replacement of 
bridge beams. However, to 
reduce disruption to traffic 
in the area, both roads will 
not be closed at the same 
time. 

Additional lane closures 
on both I-294 and the local 
roads will be scheduled as 
needed. More information 
is available at illinoistollway.
com.

ComEd offers assistance
ComEd Bill Payment As-

sistance Program. In April, 
ComEd will increase the 
amount of funds available 
to provide more one-time 
bill credits of up to $500, 
while funds are available. 
These credits are for eli-
gible residential customers 
who have outstanding bal-
ances or who are looking 
to reconnect their electric 
service. 

More Flexible Payment 
Arrangements. Through 
June 30, ComEd is offer-
ing extended payment ar-
rangement plans to eligible 

households, which allows 
customers to spread out-
standing balances over 18 
monthly installments with 
no money down. 

Service Reconnection 
Assistance. Through July 
10, eligible households that 
had electric service discon-
nected for a non-safety rea-
son in 2021 can have their 
service reconnected by 
providing only 25% of their 
outstanding balance. Any 
remaining outstanding 
balance will be rolled into 
an 18-month, no-money-
down payment plan.  

Moraine Valley student wins speech award, helps team to gold 
Moraine Valley Com-

munity College Speech and 
Debate Team co-captain 
Tyler Orel, of Bridgeview, 
was awarded the peer-voted 
Don Haggarty Award while 
helping his team win a gold 
medal at the Phi Rho Pi 
Region IV Tournament re-
cently. 

This award is voted on 
by all competitors and giv-
en to the student who best 
embodies the elements of 
speech and debate. Three 
Moraine Valley students 
have won this honor since 
2010. 

The Moraine Valley team 

finished the regular com-
petitive season winning the 
overall gold medal at the 
tournament, which includes 
any community college in 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 

Wisconsin, Ohio, North 
Dakota and Minnesota. 
Members of the team in-
clude Orel, Noor Awaidah, 
of Oak Lawn; Trystan Ju-
lian, of Crete; Alexis Lyons, 
of Orland Park; Aidan Mc-
Guire, of Mokena; and co-
captain Shelby Woody, of 
Homer Glen. 

Orel said he is focused 
more on his teammates 
succeeding than him earn-
ing an additional award. He 
didn’t quite understand why 
he was given the honor un-
til Nash explained it was be-
cause he stays up until 2 or 
3 a.m. to work on speeches 

weeks in advance to perfect 
them, pulls speeches up on 
his phone anywhere to re-
write, practice or memorize 
them, and always tries to be 
the best version of himself. 

“I had a mixed reaction 
to the award because I think 
my co-captain should’ve 
gotten it. I can talk a lot 
about whatever anyone else 
has accomplished, but I 
won’t ever take the credit,” 
Orel said. “I don’t need rec-
ognition for the work I do. 
I just want everyone around 
me to believe in themselves. 
I love watching people grow 
around me.”   
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Don’t Let Spring Rains Flood Your Future : Be Sure to Invest in Flood Insurance
As Illinoisans welcome 

April showers and May 
flowers, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(IDNR), Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance (IDOI), 
Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency (IEMA) 
and local emergency man-
agement agencies through-
out Illinois are reminding 
Illinoisans to invest in flood 
insurance to protect their 
homes and businesses from 
flooding emergencies.

Wet spring weather can 
bring an increased chance 
of spring flooding, regard-
less of whether homes and 
businesses are located near 
bodies of water. State of-
ficials are encouraging Il-
linois residents to consider 
flood insurance before the 

next flood occurs. 
“Just one inch of water in 

a mid-sized home can cause 
up to $25,000 in damages,” 
said IEMA Director Alicia 
Tate-Nadeau. “Flood in-
surance is one of the most 
important ways for people 
to financially protect their 
homes and belongings, al-
lowing them to recover 
more quickly. But it also is 
important to act quickly 
flooding insurance policies 
typically take up to 30 days 
to go into full effect.” 

Flood insurance, if you 
have it, can provide imme-
diate financial assistance 
regardless of whether a ma-
jor disaster is declared by 
the President of the United 
States. In 2019, devastating 
river flooding occurred in 

more than 33 counties and 
impacted 2.1 million resi-
dents. Throughout the 2019 
flood season, the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) provided more than 
$19.7 million to Illinois 
homeowners who submit-
ted flood insurance claims. 

“Illinoisans need only 
think back to 2019 to recall 
flooding along the Illinois 
and Mississippi Rivers for a 
reminder that the threat of 
flooding in Illinois is always 
present. Still, less than 1% of 
Illinois residents have flood 
insurance,” said IDNR Di-
rector Colleen Callahan. 
“The IDNR administers 
the NFIP in Illinois to help 
mitigate some of the risk 
associated with flooding. 
The program not only pro-

tect homes and businesses 
in the event of a flood, but 
also helps mitigate perenni-
ally flooded areas, reducing 
the risk of flooding in the 
future. It really is a win-win 
for both the community 
and policy holders.” 

Managed by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), the NFIP 
enables homeowners, busi-
ness owners and renters 
in communities that par-
ticipate in the program 
and adopt local floodplain 
regulations to purchase fed-
erally backed flood insur-
ance. Although nearly 90% 
of communities in Illinois 
participate in the NFIP, a 
few communities in Illi-
nois have not adopted local 
floodplain regulations and 

have not enrolled in NFIP. 
“Homeowners should 

purchase flood insurance 
through the private insur-
ance market if their com-
munities do not participate 
in the NFIP. An insurer 
or licensed agent can of-
fer private flood insurance 
to help protect property 
and personal belongings,” 
said IDOI Acting Director 
Dana Popish Severinghaus. 
“Flooding is the most fre-
quent and costly disaster in 
the U.S., and private flood 
policies may provide higher 
amounts of coverage than 
the NFIP. Still, homeown-
ers should first find out if 
they’re eligible to purchase 
a preferred risk policy 
(PRP) through NFIP which 
may be available even they 

do not live in a floodplain. 
Our IDOI insurance ana-
lysts can help answer ques-
tions about purchasing pri-
vate flood insurance. 

Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs) can help you 
determine whether your 
property is in a high-risk 
or a moderate- to low-risk 
area. These maps can be 
found online at msc.fema.
gov/portal/search. Ad-
ditional questions can be 
directed to a FEMA map-
ping specialist toll free at 
1-877-336-2627. To find 
out if your community is 
enrolled in NFIP, visit fema.
gov/cis/IL.html. For addi-
tional information about 
flood insurance, visit insu-
reuonline.org/insureu_spe-
cial_flood.htm. 

Amendment Proposed By U.S. Rep. Newman Passes With Paycheck Fairness Act
 U.S. Representative Ma-

rie Newman (IL-03) voted 
to pass the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act, critical legislation 
that strengthens the Equal 
Pay Act of 1963, helps 
eliminate the gender wage 
gap, and guarantees that 
women can challenge pay 
discrimination and hold 
employers accountable. 

As part of the legislation 
passed today, an amend-
ment proposed by Con-
gresswoman Newman 

would require employ-
ers to display a poster in 
their workplace and on 
their employment website 
to ensure workers clearly 
understand their rights 
under the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act.  

“The wage gap between 
men and women isn't just 
a national issue, it's a local 
problem. In IL-03, women 
earn just 82 cents for every 
$1 earned by men. And for 
just women of color this 

pay gap is even worse,” said 
Congresswoman Newman. 

“The Paycheck Fairness 
Act builds on the Equal Pay 
Act and the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act by making it 
harder for employers to 
pay women less than men 
for the same work. Passing 
this legislation would not 
be enough alone, we also 
have to ensure workers are 
aware of their rights under 
this legislation. That is why 
my amendment in this bill 

requires employers to dis-
play a poster in their work-
place and on their employ-
ment website, so workers 
clearly understand their 
rights under this Act.”  

Under Congresswoman 
Newman’s amendment, 
employers are required to 
display a poster with these 
rights or add the rights to 
existing posters on employ-
ees’ rights and display it in 
a conspicuous location in 
the workplace. The poster 

must either be prepared by 
or approved by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission and Secretary 
of Labor. 

Additionally, the notice 
of these rights must also be 
posted electronically on an 
internal website that em-
ployees have access to, and 
the employer must notify 
employees via the internal 
website where the physical 
poster of employees’ rights 
is located in the workplace.  

IRS offers help 
in videos

The IRS is offering virtual 
tax videos geared at helping 
small business owners un-
derstand and meet their tax 
obligations. The videos are 
for new and experienced 
small business owners. 

Lessons include federal 
taxes and your new busi-
ness, Schedule C and other 
small business taxes, and 
filing and paying taxes elec-
tronically.

Visit IRS.gov for more in-
formation. See other videos 
at the IRS YouTube Page.

Pay property 
tax installment 
by May 3

Property owners can still 
pay their First Installment 
Cook County property 
tax bills without a late fee 
through May 3, Treasurer 
Maria Pappas said recently.

The Cook County 
Board of Commission-
ers in November waived 
for two months the 1.5% 
per month late fee on all 
Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes. Late fees also will 
be waived for two months 
for the Second Installment, 
due later this year. 

Retiring interim public works director honored
Elected officials and staff 

bid retiring Interim Public 
Works Director Mark De-
tloff a fond farewell at the 
Mokena Village Board’s 
recently, honoring him for 
his notable contributions to 
Mokena and its growth and 
progress.

The Board recognized 
Mr. Detloff with a proc-
lamation honoring his 22 
years of professional com-
mitment and loyal service 
to the residents and busi-
nesses of the Mokena com-
munity.

Mr. Detloff was first hired 
as a Public Improvements 
Inspector in 1998, became 

Street Superintendent in 
2001, was promoted to the 
new position of Assistant 
Public Works Director in 
2014, and was named In-
terim Public Works Direc-

tor when long-time Public 
Works Director Lou Tiberi 
retired last May.

During Mr. Detloff ’s ten-
ure with the Village, Mo-
kena nearly doubled in size 
into a bustling suburban 
community with a popula-
tion now well in excess of 
20,000. An instrumental 
member of the team that 
brought Lake Michigan 
water to Mokena in the 
early 2000s, Mr. Detloff also 
played a key role in help-
ing modernize Mokena’s 
streets, roadways, and other 
public works infrastructure 
to accommodate the town’s 
growth. 



Drop off old prescription drugs
National Prescription 

Drug Take Back Day is 
April 24. In recognition, 
residents are reminded that 
there is a prescription drug 
drop-off box near the front 
door at the Tinley Park Po-
lice Department, 7850 W. 
183rd St. The container is 
available 24 hours a day and 
is monitored via video sur-
veillance cameras.

Residents should either 
remove their personal in-
formation from the pre-
scription container or 
place the pills in a Ziploc 
bag. Residents can mix any 
kinds of acceptable pills in 
one bag.

Accepted items include 
prescription patches, medi-
cations and ointments, as 
well as over-the-counter 
medications, vitamins and 

medications for pets. Pro-
hibited items include hy-
drogen peroxide, inhalers, 
aerosol cans, non-prescrip-
tion ointments, lotions or 
liquids; thermometers, nee-
dles/sharps and medication 
from businesses or clinics.

For more information, 
call the Tinley Park Police 
Department at (708) 444-
5368.
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For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

Cancer can cause sleep issues you should not ignore 
Fighting cancer is not 

easy. It can be scary and 
stressful, and cancer can 
impact nearly every aspect 
of your life, including your 
sleep health. 

Issues related to cancer 
and cancer treatment can 
make it difficult to fall 
asleep or stay asleep. They 
can degrade the quality of 
your sleep. And without 
proper sleep, your body 
and mind have a harder 
time doing just about ev-
erything, including fight-
ing off a dangerous disease. 

“Sleep is an essential 
part of everybody’s health,” 

said Kaninika Verma, MD, 
a sleep medicine special-
ist with OSF HealthCare. 
“Quantity and quality are 
both important when it 
comes to sleep. It aids in 
the healing process. Good 
sleep is essential for our 
overall well-being and 
health.” 

If you aren’t getting 
proper rest, you should not 
shrug it off and ignore the 
problem, especially if you 
are being treated for can-
cer. 

“We see a lot of people 
with cancer having sleep 
issues that need to be dealt 

with,” Dr. Verma said. 
People who have been 

diagnosed with cancer can 
face a lot of stress, which 
can lead to depression and 
anxiety. According to Dr. 
Verma, difficulty either 
falling asleep or staying 
asleep can be the result. 

Some people also suffer 
sleeping issues due to their 
cancer medication. They 
either have trouble falling 
asleep, staying asleep or 
getting restful sleep. And 
some people sleep too 
much due to their medica-
tion. 

Sleep disorders can have 

so many different possible 
causes and sleep can im-
pact every other aspect of 
a person’s health. That’s 
why Dr. Verma treats sleep 
disorders using a multi-
disciplinary approach that 
relies on the expertise of 
other specialists. 

Every case is unique, 
which calls for a person-
alized plan for every pa-
tient. It starts with a sleep 
evaluation. Then you may 
work with a psychologist 
to develop healthy sleep-
ing techniques, or you may 
need some sort of medical 
treatment. 

“It’s about how much you 
are sleeping and the qual-
ity of the sleep,” Dr. Verma 
said. “Some medications 
can cause issues with the 
quality of sleep. And if you 
have sleep breathing trou-
bles like sleep apnea, it can 
make all this even worse.” 

Try this at home 
Here are some good sleep 

behaviors you can adopt in 
your daily life to help you 
fall and stay asleep, cour-
tesy of Dr. Verma. 

Get 7-8 hours of sleep 
per day. The adult body 
needs that much sleep to 
do its daily maintenance 

and recharge. 
No screens an hour be-

fore bed. The blue light 
from electronic screens 
makes it harder to shut 
your mind down. 

Have a routine sleep 
schedule. Condition your 
brain to sleep at the same 
time every day. 

Practice mindfulness. 
There are a lot of online 
apps to help with mind re-
laxation techniques. 

If you are not getting 
good sleep, you should 
speak to your primary care 
provider about a possible 
referral to a sleep specialist.

Orland Township Holds Third 
Vaccine Event

Orland Township, in 
partnership with Jewel 
Osco pharmacy, recently 
held its third and largest 
vaccine distribution event, 
administering the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vac-
cine to more than 2,000 
residents, according to the 
office of Orland Township 
Supervisor Paul O’Grady.

The Township held this 
third COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution at Georgios 
Banquets in Orland Park, 
due to the number of resi-
dents scheduled to attend. 

This third vaccination 
event initially scheduled 
residents in Phase 1B and 
with underlying medical 
conditions or otherwise 
eligible under Phase 1C. 

With the announcement 
of most of Illinois open-
ing up vaccines to Phase 
2, which includes persons 
with cancer, diabetes and 
other underlying medi-
cal conditions, as well as 
clergy, restaurant staff, and 
workers in energy, legal, re-
tail and transportation and 
logistics, Orland Township 
followed suit and opened 
up appointments to Phase 
2 individuals as well. The 
addition of Phase 2 eligi-
bility resulted in the 2,300 
appointment slots quickly 
filling up.

“Orland Township is 
proud to continue our 
partnership with Jewel 
Osco pharmacy to provide 
the COVID-19 vaccine to 

our residents,” said Super-
visor O’Grady. “We will 
continue this partnership, 
as vaccines become avail-
able, because nothing is 
more important than the 
health and safety of our 
residents.”

Residents still in need of 
the COVID-19 vaccine can 
register on Orland Town-

ship’s website, orlandtown-
ship.org. Residents will be 
notified if more appoint-
ments become available. 

The first dose of the 
vaccine was administered 
recently at Georgios Ban-
quets. Attending residents 
will return to Georgios for 
their second dose on Mon-
day, May 3.
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PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Pre-school & Kindergarten

3-6 Years Old
1/2 Day Extended Day 5 Hrs
& Full Day Classes Available

Open Registration

(708) 444-1574

ABC C
A
T

Oak Lawn Montessori School

(708) 499-1574

Oak View Center - Room 8
4625 West 110 Street • Oak Lawn, Il

Orland Park Library will stop 
quarantining materials

The Orland Park Pub-
lic Library has ended the 
quarantine requirement 
for materials returned to 
the library. Continued 
research shows that CO-
VID-19 mainly spreads 
through respiratory drop-
lets in the air, includ-
ing recent research from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

The library continues to 
take several steps to ensure 
that patrons and staff remain 
as safe as possible. We re-
quire all our staff and patrons 

to wear masks at all times 
while in the library build-
ing. See the library’s COVID 
reopening plan: orlandpar-
klibrary.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/OPPL-Re-
opening-Plan-2_4_2021.pdf.

This change only applies 
to materials handled by the 
Orland Park Public Library. 
Other libraries in the area 
make their own decisions 
based on their communi-
ties’ specific needs. The 
Reaching Across Illinois 
Library System, RAILS, 
ended their quarantine of 
materials recently.

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce Recognizes Winners of the 
Annual Fire and Public Safety Coloring Book Contest

 The Oak Lawn Cham-
ber of Commerce recog-
nized winners of the an-
nual Fire and Public Safety 
Coloring Book contest 
during the recent Village 
board meeting.  

Representatives from 
the Oak Lawn Fire and Po-
lice Departments were on 
hand to congratulate the 
winners who were hon-
ored by Village President, 
Dr. Sandra Bury, during 
the meeting. Also, in at-
tendance was Eileen Ker-
lin Walsh, President of the 
Oak Lawn Chamber, Fire 
Inspector David Wheeler 
and Police Chief, David 
Vittorio. 

Following the presenta-
tion, the winners and their 
families gathered in the 
lobby of the Village Hall 
for goodie bags sponsored 
by the Oak Lawn Cham-
ber. A delicious tower of 
bundlets from Nothing 
Bundt Cakes was donated 
for each of the winners. 

The 1st place winner 
received a Family mem-
bership to The Children’s 
Museum in Oak Lawn 
plus a $25 GC. The 2nd 
and 3rd place winners re-
ceived a $25 GC. Chamber 
Member Oak Lawn Bank 
& Trust sponsored the $25 

gift certificates. The Fami-
ly Membership to the Chil-
dren’s Museum for the 1st 
place winners was donated 
by The Children’s Museum 
in Oak Lawn. 

The student winners are 
as follow:

Fire Safety Coloring 

Contest (Sponsored by the 
Oak Lawn Fire Depart-
ment).

First Place: Michael 
Wos, Grade 3rd, St. Gerald 
School.

Second Place: Aubrey 
Imala, Grade 2nd, St. Linus 
School.

Third Place: Jimena Al-
varez, Grade 2nd, Harnew 
Elementary School.

Public Safety Coloring 
Contest (Sponsored by the 
Oak Lawn Police Depart-
ment).

First Place: Fatima Alkh-
ulaqi, Grade 1st, Harnew 
Elementary School.

Second Place: Vin-
cent Rodriguez, Grade 
K, Harnew Elementary 
School.

3rd Place: Salma Alqaisi, 
Grade 3rd, Harnew El-
ementary School

 For more than 30 years 
the Oak Lawn Chamber 
has collaborated with the 
Oak Lawn Fire Depart-
ment to produce this 
valuable teaching tool for 
nearly 4,000 K-4th grade 
students in the community.  

In recent years, the Fire 
and Police Departments 
have collaborated on the 
production of the book.  
Books are distributed to 
the students by the Oak 
Lawn Fire Department 
during Fire Safety Week in 
October. 

The 1st place drawing 
from the respective color-
ing contests will be fea-
tured on the cover of the 
2021 Fire and Public Safety 
Coloring Book.

NaturVet Quiet Moments Calming Aids
(NAPS) Life can be 

stressful, and just like us 
dogs and cats can experi-
ence stress caused by loud 
noises, storms, fear, excite-
ment, travel, grooming, 
separation anxiety, the ad-
dition of a new pet to the 
family, and even some holi-
days can be stressful!

Solutions are available to 
help pets manage stressful 
situations without seda-
tives. NaturVet Quiet Mo-
ments Calming Aids are 
veterinarian formulated 
and recommended to help 

support the nervous sys-
tem in reducing stress and 
tension while promoting 
rest and relaxation. The 
unique blend of Thiamine 
and L-Tryptophan help 
reduce stress and tension, 
Melatonin helps to pro-
mote rest and relaxation, 
while the Ginger helps to 

support sensitive stom-
achs which is especially 
important when traveling. 
For pet parents looking 
for hemp-based products, 
NaturVet now offers Hemp 
Quiet Moments Calming 
Aids that contain hemp 
seed.

Quiet Moments is rec-

ommended to use when 
traveling by car, plane, or 
boat; also great for storms, 
fireworks, travel, groom-
ing, and separation anxiety.

Quiet Moments is avail-
able in time-release chew-
able tablets for dogs, room 
spray, drops and tasty soft 
chews for dogs and cats. 
Manufactured by Garmon 
Corp., in Temecula, Calif. 
U.S.A.

For more information 
on products please visit 
NaturVet.com or call (888) 
628-8783.

Back row, left to right: David Wheeler, Fire Department; Mayor 
Dr. Sandra Bury; Chamber President Eileen Kerlin Walsh, and 
Dan Vittorio, Chief of Police. Front row, left to right: Michael 
Wos, 1st Place Fire Safety; Jimena Alvarez, 3rd Place Fire 
Safety; Aubrey Imala, 2nd Place Fire Safety; Fatima Alkhulaqi, 
1st Place Public Safety; and Vincent Rodriguez, 2nd Place 
Public Safety.

Water and Sewer Rates Increase in Oak Forest
An increase in water and 

sewer rates for the City of 
Oak Forest will begin on 
May 1, 2021 to cover the 
cost of operations as well 
as a 3.3% increase from its 
suppliers, the City of Chi-

cago and the Village of Oak 
Lawn. According to city 
revenue policies, the city’s 
water and sewer fund must 
be self-supporting. 

Tier 1 water volume rate 
will increase to $9.81 per 

1,000 gallons ($0.54 in-
crease); Tier 2 water vol-
ume rate will increase to 
$11.02 per 1,000 gallons 
($0.61 increase); and sewer 
rate will increase to $2.18 
per 1,000 gallons ($0.02 in-

crease). 
A recent study shows 

that Oak Forest’s utility 
bills are less than the av-
erage bills in comparable 
communities in most cas-
es. 
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Area’s hottest rooftop decks, outdoor dining and patio spaces reopen 
As the weather gets 

warmer and the days get 
longer, more and more of 
the city’s favorite rooftop 
and outdoor dining desti-
nations are opening their 
doors again to welcome 
back both spring and cus-
tomers. Whether it’s a fun 
night out with friends, or 
for the perfect date-night 
location, following is a 
roundup of some of the 
hottest rooftop and out-
door dining spots Chica-
goland has to offer.

Offshore, the world’s 
largest rooftop deck and 
one of Chicago’s most ex-
citing hotspots located 
at Navy Pier is thrilled 
to reopen their doors to 
the public on Thursday, 
April 22. Boasting over 
56,000 square feet of in-
door and outdoor space 
with spectacular views of 
the Chicago skyline and 
Lake Michigan, this year-
round rooftop destination 
will again offer locals a 
truly unique opportunity 
to enjoy Chicago’s upcom-
ing warm months, safely. 
Signature, Instagramable 
drinks include a lychee-
style cocktail, a fruit-for-
ward cocktail served in a 
bag, and much more. Park-
ing for Offshore is available 
in the East Garage located 
on the North Dock of Navy 
Pier. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
drinkoffshore.com. 

Kennedy Rooftop, 1551 
W. North Ave., is cur-
rently serving up specialty 
drinks and delicious dishes 
Thursday through Sunday 
on their spacious deck in 
Wicker Park. Known for 
iconic views of the com-
plete city skyline from the 
John Hancock to the Willis 
Tower, Kennedy Rooftop is 
open Thursday from 5 pm 
to 9 pm, Friday/Saturday 4 
pm to 10 pm and Sunday 
for Brunch from 11 am to 
4 pm. Seating is first come, 
first served. For more in-
formation, please visit 
www.kennedyrooftop.com. 

Hornblower Group, 
a global leader in world-
class experiences and 
transportation, announced 
the launch of its Chicago 
cruising operations as City 
Cruises under City Experi-
ences, the new brand name 
for the company’s water- 
and land-based portfolio 

of offerings. Locals and 
travelers alike are invited 
back on City Cruises’ luxu-
rious yachts including the 
Odyssey Lake Michigan, 
Spirit of Chicago, Chicago 
Elite, and their newest ves-
sel to join the fleet, Odys-
sey Chicago River, to enjoy 
specialty curated cocktails 
and cuisines, all while tak-
ing in the unmatched views 
of Lake Michigan and the 
city skyline from the Chi-
cago River. City Cruises 
offers plated brunch and 
dinner cruises featuring 
delicious cuisine alongside 
a sophisticated selection of 
award-winning wines, craft 
beers and specialty cock-
tails. Cruise prices start 
from $86.90 for brunch or 
$99.90 for dinner (prices 
per person, excl. fees & 
taxes). 

Geja’s Café, the re-
nowned "Restaurant of Ro-
mance" located at 340 W. 
Armitage, is open for in-
door dine in service as well 
as outside on their patio 
under their Pergolas seven 
days a week. Reservations 
are very limited outside on 
their recently installed Per-
golas and can be made by 
calling 773.281.9101. 

Chicago’s favorite pop-
up bar, Replay Lincoln 
Park, 2833 N. Sheffield, is 
bringing back its fan favor-
ite pop-up so everyone can 
celebrate with their favorite 
coworkers at “Dunder Mif-
flin”. The wildly popular 
Back to The Office pop-up 
returned, and run through 
Sunday, May 16. Replay 
Lincoln Park will trans-
form all 9,000 square feet 
of their space, including 
their outdoor patio, into 
iconic spots inspired by 
the show, and will offer an 
exclusive selection of Mi-
chael Scott-inspired cock-
tails and a themed food 
menu for guests to indulge 
in during their experience. 
Tickets are now available, 
and reservations are high-
ly encouraged. Covid-19 
restrictions will be prac-
ticed, and protocols will be 
strictly observed to ensure 
the safety of patrons and 
employees. Replay Lincoln 
Park invites guests for great 
fun from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Monday through Thurs-
day, Friday 3 p.m. to 2 a.m., 
12 p.m. to 3 a.m. Saturday, 
and 12 p.m. to 2 a.m. Sun-

day. For more information, 
please visit https://replay-
lincolnpark.com. 

Led by Executive Chef 
Nicholas Malloy, Thorn 
Restaurant & Lounge, lo-
cated in The Rose Hotel 
Chicago O’Hare, a Tapes-
try Collection by Hilton 
and closest off-airport ho-
tel to O'Hare, offers hotel 
guests and patrons alike 
a chic oasis for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner as well 
as brunch and late-night 
cocktails, and includes 
comfort food favorites, 
signature Rose items, and 
Chef ’s daily specials. For 
the upcoming holiday, 
Thorn will be offering an 
exclusive Mother’s Day 
High Tea on Sunday, May 
9 with two seating’s avail-
able at 11 a.m., and 2 p.m. 
which includes compli-
mentary parking, live mu-
sic from Dina Bach, and 
a curated menu to set the 
scene of an elevated high 
tea. The Thorn lounge 
features plush, comfort-
able seating areas for those 
looking to dine in, as well 
as a patio area for those in-
terested in sitting outside. 
For more information visit 
thornrestaurant.com or 
call 847.260.4774. 

Water’s Edge, located 
within The Hyatt Lodge, 
2815 Jorie Boulevard in 
Oakbrook, offers upscale 
café items including fresh, 
innovative salads, classic 
sandwiches, soups and en-
trees for both breakfast and 
lunch. Guests also have the 
opportunity to experience 
complete relaxation in the 
Hearth Lounge’s intimate, 
cozy atmosphere. During 
the summer months, guests 
can enjoy meals al fresco on 
the relaxing and serene pa-
tio. Hearth Lounge’s menu 
includes superb cocktails 
as well as gourmet soups 
and sandwiches, fresh sal-
ads, hearty appetizers and 
delicious desserts. Both 
venues boast gorgeous 
views of the property’s 
private lakes and pristine 
landscaping restaurant and 
Hearth Lounge are the per-
fect place to sip cocktails 
or enjoy lunch and din-
ner. Patrons can also opt 
to book Hyatt’s Lakeside 
Private Parties which can 
cater to up to 40 guests. For 
more information, please 
call 630.568.1234 or visit 

their website.
With new Executive 

Chef, Jonathan Harootuni-
an, Fulton Market Kitch-
en is set to reopen with a 
brand-new menu on April 
8. Located in the vibrant 
Fulton Market District, 
guests can enjoy either out-
door or indoor dining at 
the part restaurant part art 
gallery crossover and try 
4-Star Rated Chef Haroo-
tunian’s seasonal menu, in 
addition to locally-sourced 
cocktails. Located at 311 N. 
Sangamon, FMK is open 
Thursday through Sun-
day, and offers a delicious 
brunch menu on the week-
ends. To learn more about 
FMK or to make a reserva-
tion, please visit www.ful-
tonmarketkitchen.com. 

Sicily meets South Loop 
at Pacino's, the authentic 
Italian eatery located with-
in Roosevelt Collection 
Shops at 1010 S. Delano 
Ct. Led by Executive Chef 
Michael Serratore, Pacino's 
offers a wide range of clas-
sically inspired antipasti, 
pizza, salads, seafood, fresh 
pastas and more. Enjoy 
signature cocktails or a 
glass of vino at the full bar 
indoors or pull up a seat 
under the outdoor pergola 
for an amazing outdoor 
dining experience. Pacino's 
is open for dinner Tuesday-
Sunday from 5 pm-10 pm. 
To make a reservation or 
place an order, diners can 
visit their website.

Known as one of the 
hottest rooftop spots in 
Chicago, AIRE features 
360-views from the 24th 
floor of Hyatt Centric the 
Loop Chicago. This roof-
top deck serves as the per-
fect urban atmosphere for 
both Chicago residents 
and tourists alike to enjoy. 
AIRE has made its mark 
on the Chicago dining and 
drinking scene. The regu-
lar food menu at AIRE car-
ries an array of flatbreads, 
appetizers, and salads. 
The beverage program at 
AIRE serves up a variety 
of specialty crafted cock-
tails, craft beer, draft beer, 
and wine. AIRE is open 
Monday through Wednes-
day 3:30 p.m. to 11 p.m., 
Thursday through Satur-
day 3:30 p.m. to 12 a.m., 
Sunday Closed. To learn 
more please visit their web-
site or call 312.236.1234. 

Mercury Theater Chicago 
Introduces New Artistic Director 

Mercury Theater Chi-
cago announces reopening 
with new leadership. Mer-
cury Theater owners have 
restructured for the future 
and are preparing the the-
ater for a reopening. With 
this announcement comes 
exciting new leadership. 
Mercury Theater Chicago 
introduces Christopher 
Chase Carter as Artistic Di-
rector.   

Carter returns to Mercu-
ry Theater Chicago where 
he collaborated on the hit 
productions of Little Shop 
of Horrors and the Jeff 
Award nominated musical 
Hair. Originally from Mus-
kegon, Michigan, Carter 
began his theater career in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
where he attended Grand 
Valley State University on 
scholarship. In 2005 

Carter studied at the Deb-
bie Allen Dance Academy 
in Los Angeles. He contin-
ued his studies at the Edna 
Manley School in Kingston, 
Jamaica which inspired him 
to establish the Christopher 
Carter Arts Scholarship 
for underprivileged art-
ists. Recently in Chicago, 
Carter has collaborated on 
the world-premiere musi-
cal Skates and is preparing 
to choreograph Children of 
Eden. He has been nomi-
nated and received the Jo-
seph Jefferson Award, the 
Black Theater Alliance 
Award, Broadway World 
Award, the Black Excel-
lence Award, and the Grand 
Rapids ‘Grand’ Award. 

During the months 
ahead, Artistic Director 
Carter will layout his ex-
citing new vision for the 
future of Mercury The-
ater Chicago. “Mercury 
Theater Chicago will of-
fer a platform for artists 
of all backgrounds to tell 

stories unapologetically,” 
states Carter. “We will cre-
ate art that represents the 
world in which we live. I 
am determined to create a 
safe and fair environment 
while focused on equal-
ity and inclusivity. We look 
forward to welcoming and 
supporting a new genera-
tion of artists. At Mercury 
Theater Chicago, we hear 
you and we see you. I am 
excited about the evolution 
of performance and artistry 
in this ever-changing great 
city. And I am excited to 
reveal our ambitious season 
in the coming months.” 

In July 2020, it was an-
nounced that Mercury 
Theater Chicago would 
close permanently. Dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the theater owners 
received unsolicited offers 
to purchase, but they held 
onto the property. “I have 
a unique responsibility, a 
stewardship, with this arts 
center,” explains Executive 
Producer Walter Stearns. 
“When we closed, we shut 
down every expense with 
the hope that someday we 
would be able to re-open in 
better times. By conserving 
resources along with federal 
support and refinancing, 
we have been given the op-
portunity to remake theater 
into something better for 
the future. I am extremely 
excited for the new ideas, 
vitality and passion brought 
by our new artistic leader-
ship.” 

Mercury Theater Chi-
cago is committed to open-
ing when it is safe to do so. 
Pending a new agreement 
with Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation, Mercury Theater 
Chicago is committed to 
producing first-rate, profes-
sional live theater under the 
safest conditions possible.

Brett Beiner Photography 
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Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

roofing

New Roofs Tear-offs

Free Roof
Inspection
Senior Discount

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

Home repair

MAINTENANCE & REMODELING

Interion & Exterior
S E R V I C E S

• PAINTING
• POWER WASHING
• CARPENTRY
• PLUMBING
• BASIC ELECTRICIAN
• CERAMIC TILE

(219) 840-0019
FREE ESTIMATES

✆

Tree Service

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

real eSTaTe analySiS

FREE
MARKET ANALYSIS
What is your HOME

worth in today’s market?

Linda Dabbs-Grif�n
RE/MAX “Hall of Fame”

708.912.0081
35+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

7224 W. College Dr., Palos Heights
708-752-5397

facebook.com/chaletmarketplace

Come spoil the important women in
your life! Join us for a day of

shopping, health, and pampering!
First 20 people get a FREE GIFT BAG!

Get pampering with Express
Manicure/Pedicure, Hair by Lush,

Chair Massage, Chiropractor,
Holistic Health, Appetizers & Live Music

Sunday, May 2nd, 1pm-4pm

SASSY GIRL
CHALET

MARKETPLACE

BurgerS

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

Open for Carry Out
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday thru Saturday 10am-7pm • Sunday Closed

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

ICC Reminds Illinoisans: Call 811 (JULIE) before Digging 
April is National Safe 

Digging Month. The Illi-
nois Commerce Commis-
sion (ICC) is reminding 
homeowners and excava-
tors to call 811 before be-
ginning any outdoor proj-
ect that requires digging. 

“As you plan your home 
and garden digging proj-
ects this Spring, to avoid 
hitting any utility lines, 
please call 811 to have 
them marked before you 
start. This is a free service, 
but you must call,” said ICC 
Chairman Carrie Zalewski. 

Illinois law requires resi-
dents and professional ex-
cavators to call 811 at least 

48 hours or two working 
days prior to starting the 
excavation. Whether you 
plan to plant a tree, install 
a mailbox, plant a garden, 
or build a deck, regardless 
of the depth and size of the 
project you must call 811. 
The project must begin 
within 14 calendar days 
from the call, and locate 
requests have a 28-day life. 

The State One-Call Cen-
ter, managed by JULIE 
(Joint Utility Locating In-
formation for Excavators) 
and DIGGER within the 
City of Chicago, is a twen-
ty-four-hour service net-
work system established 

to prevent contractors and 
private citizens from hit-
ting any existing utility 
lines when digging. 

In 2020, ICC staff issued 
82 warnings and 219 cita-
tions for safe digging viola-
tions resulting in $709,590 
penalties. Violations issued 
to excavators and home-
owners included not hav-
ing a valid locate request, 
or not digging carefully 
around marked under-
ground facilities, and for 
utilities, failure to mark 
their facilities in a timely 
manner. The ICC levied 
penalties as part of its One-
Call enforcement efforts. 

In consideration of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, homeowners and 
excavators are reminded 
to follow CDC guidelines 
when interacting with one 
another by practicing so-
cial distancing and wear-
ing a mask. You might also 
consider postponing any 
non-essential projects until 
the public health emergen-
cy has passed. 

For more information, 
visit the ICC’s website at 
www.icc.illinois.gov or 
JULIE’s website at https://
www.illinois1call.com/ or 
811 Chicago https://ipi.
cityofchicago.org/digger. 

Electronics Recycling April 24 
Bremen Township will 

host an Electronics Recy-
cling Event on Saturday, 
April 24 from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm at the Bremen 
Township Senior/Youth 
Complex at 15350 Oak 
Park Avenue in Oak For-
est. 

There will be no charge 
for small appliances, but 

there will be a charge for 
the following items: $15 
Computer Monitor OR 
Microwave Oven, $25 TV 
up to 20", $35 TV over 21", 
and $60 Console or Pro-
jection TV.

Cash or checks payable 
to: Bremen Township. 

For more information, 
contact 708-687-8220. 

Social 
Engagement

(NAPSI) Maintaining so-
cial connections and stay-
ing mentally and physically 
active is key to reducing 
social isolation and loneli-
ness among older adults, 
particularly now during the 
COVID-19 national health 
crisis. 

There are many oppor-
tunities for older adults 
and caregivers to remain 
engaged and connected to 
their family, friends and 
community with and with-
out technology during the 
pandemic. Here are a few 
suggestions all of us might 
consider doing during this 
time: 

Reach out. Try to call a 
family member or friend 
every day, write them a note 
or send a card. 

Stay active, mentally and 
physically. Move more and 
sit less. Engage in physi-
cal activity such as a walk 
or online group exercise 
classes. 

Flex your brain. Draw 
a sketch, write a poem or 
short story, or start journal-
ing. 

Create connections using 

technology. Use online tools 
to connect with friends 
and family. Attend virtual 
events and concerts or tour 
museums from home. Read 
a book online. 

Volunteer and share your 
skills from home. Develop a 
virtual mentoring relation-
ship with a student through 
a local college or connect 
with your local Area Agen-
cy on Aging to find oppor-
tunities to help others.

Through its website, 
www.eldercare.acl.gov, and 
national Call Center at 
1-(800)-677-1116, the El-
dercare  Locator can inform 
and connect older adults 
and caregivers to local pro-
grams and services that 
provide a variety of ways 
to stay connected to oth-
ers in their communities to 
reduce social isolation and 
loneliness.

Remaining socially engaged 
improves the quality of life 
for older adults and is as-
sociated with better mental 
and physical health.



Pave Your Road 
To Financial 
Independence 
With A Ticket To 
Work Service 
Provider

(NAPSI) This year marks 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act. This law mandates 
equal opportunities for peo-
ple with disabilities in all 
areas of public life, includ-
ing jobs, schools, transpor-
tation, and all public and 
private places that are open 
to the public. In observing 
this legal milestone, we rec-
ognize that employment is 
a key step toward financial 
independence. Having a 
job and earning a paycheck 
can put you in a better posi-

tion to make financial deci-
sions to build your future. 
Social Security’s Ticket to 
Work (Ticket) Program 
provides free employment 
services and supports to 
disability beneficiaries ages 
18 through 64. In addition 
to services that promote 
personal savings, improve 
money management and 
budgeting, many Ticket 
Program service providers 
offer benefits counseling to 
help you understand how 
working will affect your 
benefits. 

They can advise you on 
your eligibility for other 
state and local programs 
and offer information 
about how work affects 
those programs. Social 
Security also offers Work 
Incentives that may make 
it possible to explore work 
and still receive some or all 
of your benefits and Medi-
care or Medicaid coverage. 
Ticket Program service 
providers can help you un-
derstand Work Incentives 
like the Plan Achieve Self-
Support (PASS). PASS lets 
you use income or assets to 
achieve a work goal, while 
providing SSI benefits to 
help you meet your living 
expenses. 

The road to financial 
independence typically 
starts with making a bud-
get, which helps you to 
keep track of your money, 
prioritize spending and set 

financial goals. Ticket Pro-
gram service providers can 
offer financial counseling 
or connect you with an-
other organization that can 
help. 

Once you have a job, 
good savings habits are key 
to becoming financially in-
dependent. If your disabili-
ty began before age 26, you 
may be eligible to contrib-
ute to an ABLE Account, 
a tax-advantaged account 
that can fund disability-
related expenses. 

For more information 
about the Ticket Program 
and how to find provid-
ers who can help you on 
the path to financial in-
dependence, call the Help 

Line at 1-866-968-7842 or 
1-866-833-2967 (TTY), 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. ET. You can 

also visit choosework.ssa.
gov and use the self-service 
Find Help tool to locate ap-
proved providers.
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Rates starting at $20.  
Call Linda at  

708-425-1910

Concrete Raising

A - All American
Concrete Raising

Concrete Sinking?
We Raise & Level

Stoops • Sidewalks
Driveways • Patios

Garage Floors • Steps
& More!

All Work Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
Ask About Special

Discounts!

(708) 361-0166

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Attorney at Law

Attorney 
Michael J. 
Maslanka

(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Licensed Attorney for 

over 36 years.
Graduate of Brother 

Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.
Member, Illinois State 

Bar Association, 
Chicago Bar 

Association, and 
others.

Professional Liability 
Insured

Last Will and 
Testament, and 

Living Will
Signed and notarized 

at your home or choice 
of locations.

Insurance

GUARANTEED ISSUE
LIFE INSURANCE

Everyone Qualifies
Ages 0 thru 85 up to $25,000
Call Chris Light @ 708-687-0142

Find out how to qualify up to
150k if you work full time.

Asphalt

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Caregiver

Certi�ed
Home Care

Supporting 
Seniors for 36 yrs.

Exc. Ref's / Cert. CPR
708-244-4017

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

Electric Services

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
REASONABLE
DEPENDABLE
SMALL JOBS

CALL ANYTIME
(708) 478-8269

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Construction

G.O.K Mason Contractors Inc.
708 373 4135

New Construction - Tuckpointing - Fireplace - All Masonry Repair
Chimney Restoration - Masonry Waterproofing - Glass Block Work

40 years experience | Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

Lawn Maintenance

JPS
LAWN

MAINTENANCE

• Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Grass Cutting

• Yard Clean-Ups
• Power Raking
• Core Aeration

• Shrub & Hedge
Trimming

Quality Lawn Care at
an Affordable Price

Senior Discount • Ask for Jim

(708) 990-5553

CPA
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Landscaping

FREE ESTIMATES
JERRY - INSURED
708-785-5023

JERRY M.
LANDSCAPE
JERRY M.

LANDSCAPE
Weekly Mowing • Fertilizers
Shrub Trimming & Pruning

Garden Walkways • Yard Cleanup
Landscape Care • Sod • Flowers

Seeding-Soil-Mulch 
Decorating Rocks • Garden Soil

Brick Experts

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED
Alvernia Manor

Senior Living
Dining

Room Aid
Part Time Cook
House Keeper

CNA'S all Shifts
Registered Nurse
630-257-7721

Help Wanted
Mature FT

Polish Speaking
Medical Assistant

Midway Airport area
Please send Resume to 

midway_clinic@sbcglobal.net
or Fax 773-582-1380

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid - Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES
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Open24 hrs.7 daysa week*

FREE
Wi-Fi

Access

3-32”

HDTV’s

New Giant Load Washer
FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

Drop Off Laundry April Special $5 Gift Card
with every Drop-Off Laundry Service Load

(20 lb. minimum)

Double Load
Washes

9624 S. Roberts Road Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

facebook.com/SoapOperaLaundromats

We will Wash/Dry/Fold
your clothes for only

Wednesday’s Only

lb.
$125

$199

Soap OperaSoap OperaSoap Opera
Laundromat

FREE Bonus Dollar$
Spend $20 Receive $1
Spend $50 Receive $5
Spend $100 Receive $15

*With our Laundry Loyalty access card
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