
Goodman’s 
‘A Christmas 
Carol’ is audio 
this year

You are invited to join 
the Goodman Theatre as 
“A Christmas Carol — An 
Audio Play” begins its 
streaming run at 7 p.m. 
December 1 (through De-
cember 31).

Experience Goodman 
Theatre’s 43-year “Christ-
mas Carol” tradition anew 
with our FREE audio 
streaming version. The 
voices you love, including 
Larry Yando as Scrooge, 
and our signature sound-
scape come to vivid life in 
your home. 

In addition, the audio 
play will be broadcast on 
Chicago public media sta-

tions (WBEZ 91.5 FM 
and Vocalo 91.1 FM) over 
the Christmas holiday on 
Thursday, December 24, at 
3 p.m. and Friday, Decem-
ber 25 at 11 a.m.

“A Christmas Carol Fu-
ture” Gift Certificates make 
a great present this year and 
are an investment in the fu-
ture of the production. Re-
ceive double the value of the 
purchase amount (up to a 
$400 value) redeemable for 
“A Christmas Carol” next 
year, when live in-person 
indoor performances can 
safely resume at the Good-
man.

Bremen Township Officials Reject Pay Increases
Supervisor Kathryn Stra-

niero along with the Bre-
men Township Board of 
Trustees voted unanimous-
ly to reject pay raises for all 
Bremen elected officials at 
their board meeting Nov. 
16. The voting member 
of the Bremen board con-
sists of Mary Catuara, John 
M. (Mike) Tatro, Carolyn 
Carter, Ed Maggio, and Su-
pervisor Straniero. The re-

maining Township official 
includes Clerk John Lord, 
Assessor Willie A. Jones, 
and Highway Commission-
er John Flaherty.

Newly appointed Super-
visor Kathy Straniero stated 
that she is so proud of this 
board that has put the in-
terest of Bremen Township 
taxpayers first in recogniz-
ing that many of our resi-
dents are being financially 

challenged during these 
uncertain times and are 
willing to do their small 
part to help alleviate the 
burden. Assessor Willie A. 
Jones announced that Cook 
County will be re-assessing 
our area this coming year 
and commended the Board 
of Trustees for being pro-
active in refusing to accept 
any pay increases, pensions 
or benefits.
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Crestwood Police introduces 
Operation Pinch the Grinch!

Mayor Lou Presta and 
Police Chief Dave Weigand 
want to help prevent pack-
age thefts this holiday sea-
son. With Covid-19 cases 
on a huge uptick, residents 
will choose to do more 
holiday shopping online, 
and thieves know this. 
We want to help prevent 
package thefts during this 
already trying time in our 
lives. 

Ensure secure delivery 
of your packages by ship-
ping them to the Crest-
wood Police Department. 
You can then pick them up 
from the Police Depart-
ment and have one fewer 
thing to worry about.

We will accept packages 
through Tuesday, Dec. 

22nd. 
 Packages must be 

picked up within three 
days of arrival at the Police 
Department. 

Dec. 23rd is the last day 
to pick-up your package. 
Packages must be under 
50 pounds. The name of 
the person picking up the 
package must match the 
name on the mailing label. 

There is no charge for 
this service. 

If you purchase gifts on 
Craigslist, E-Bay or other 
exchange websites, you 
can make the transaction 
in the Safety Exchange 
Zones in our lobby and 
public parking lot. This 
service is available year-
round. 

Pappas thanks Cook County Board for approving two-month waiver of late fees on property taxes 
The Cook County 

Board of Commissioners 
voted to waive late fees 
for two months on both 
property tax installments 
due in 2021, giving cash-
strapped property owners 
more time to juggle their 
finances, Treasurer Maria 
Pappas said.

“I am grateful to 
President Toni Preck-

winkle; Finance Com-
mittee Chairman John P. 
Daley,11th; and the other 
members of the board 
for again helping prop-
erty owners,” Pappas said. 
“The pandemic will con-
tinue to wreak economic 
havoc next year.”

The Board unanimously 
passed 20-5643, which 
waives for two months the 

1.5% per month late fee on 
all Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes.  Specifically:

The First Installment of 
2020 taxes is due March 2, 
2021, with application of 
late charges moved back 
to May 3, 2021. 

The Second Installment 
of 2020 taxes is due Au-
gust 2, 2021, with applica-
tion of late charges moved 

back to October 1, 2021.
In addition to Preck-

winkle and Daley, the or-
dinance was cosponsored 
by every board member: 
Frank Aguilar (16th); 
Alma Anaya (7th); Luis 
Arroyo Jr. (8th); Scott 
Britton (14th); Den-
nis Deer (2nd); Bridget 
Degnen (12th); Bridget 
Gainer (10th); Brandon 

Johnson (1st); Bill Lowry 
(3rd); Donna Miller (6th); 
Stanley Moore (4th); Kev-
in Morrison (15th); Sean 
Morrison (17th); Peter Sil-
vestri (9th); Deborah Sims 
(5th) and Larry Suffredin 
(13th).

In May, the board gave 
Cook County property 
owners a two-month 
waiver of late fees on taxes 

due Aug 3, 2020. Dur-
ing the waiver period, 
$1,405,041,598 in taxes 
were paid on 207,110 
properties. In early De-
cember, First Installment 
property tax bills will be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com. Property own-
ers can make partial pay-
ments to ease burden on 
their budgets.

Supervisor Kathryn Straniero

South Suburban College to host 
open houses on WEI funding

The Illinois Community 
College Board (ICCB) re-
cently announced an award 
of $1,200,000 for the con-
tinuance of the Workforce 
Equity Initiative (WEI) 
Grant at South Suburban 
College. The WEI project is 
designed to create, support 
and expand short-term 
workforce training oppor-
tunities in high need areas 
within SSC District #510. 
Through new programs, 
expanded access, opportu-
nity, and support services, 
the project is anticipated to 
yield impactful outcomes 
for individuals, families, 
communities, and local 
businesses.

Additionally, the WEI 
grant provides wrap-
around services including 
comprehensive financial 
assistance and academic 
support to participating 
students within a variety 
of program areas provid-
ing stackable credentials. 
These programs will be 
highlighted at the upcom-
ing Open Houses including 
Nursing, Patient Care Tech-
nician (PCT), Basic Nurs-
ing Assistance Training 
Program (BNATP), Com-
munity Healthcare Worker 
(CHW), Certified Produc-
tion Technician (CPT), So-

lar Photovoltaic Installer, 
Forklift Operator, and the 
brand-new Barber College 
at the college’s Main Cam-
pus. When SSC’s Barbering 
Program opens this spring, 
it will become the only ac-
tive public barber school in 
the State of Illinois.

SSC is hosting two WEI 
Virtual Open Houses to 
provide information to 
students who could benefit 
from WEI funding, pro-
grams and services in the 
Spring 2021 Semester and 
beyond. The Open House 
Zoom links are accessible 
from www.ssc.edu/info.

They will be Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, at noon, and Thurs-
day, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m.

For more information 
about the WEI programs at 
SSC, please call (708) 596-
2000, ext. 2413, email work-
forceequity@ssc.edu or visit 
www.ssc.edu/wei.

Spring classes begin 
Monday, Jan. 11, and class 
schedules, registration ser-
vices and a new “live chat” 
with staff are all available 
online from ssc.edu. Future 
SSC students should get 
started at admissions.ssc.
edu. In addition to the live 
chat function at ssc.edu, 
prospective students may 
call (708) 210-5718.



Bremen Township Officials 
Reject Pay Increases

Supervisor Kathryn 
Straniero along with the 
Bremen Township Board 
of Trustees voted unani-
mously to reject pay raises 
for all Bremen elected offi-
cials at their board meeting 
Nov. 16. The voting mem-
ber of the Bremen board 
consists of Mary Catuara, 
John M. (Mike) Tatro, 
Carolyn Carter, Ed Mag-
gio, and Straniero. The re-
maining Township official 
includes Clerk John Lord, 
Assessor Willie A. Jones, 
and Highway Commis-
sioner John Flaherty.

Newly appointed Super-
visor Kathy Straniero stat-
ed that she is so proud of 
this board that has put the 

interest of Bremen Town-
ship taxpayers first. Jones 
announced that Cook 
County will be re-assessing 
our area this coming year 
and commended the Board 
of Trustees for being pro-
active in refusing to accept 
any pay increases, pensions 
or benefits.
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Mokena board 
approves 
one-time fee 
waivers

Understanding the un-
precedented hardships 
being placed on the local 
business community as a 
result of the coronavirus 
pandemic, your Mokena 
Village Board Monday eve-
ning agreed to waive liquor 
license fees for 2021 for 

restaurants and bars, along 
with the annual business 
license fee paid by all Mo-
kena businesses.

Restaurants and bars 
have been among those 
businesses taking the hard-
est hits over the past eight 
months, continually having 
to adjust to copious operat-
ing restrictions imposed by 
Governor Pritzker in re-
sponse to the virus.

Liquor license fees, which 
range from $500 to $1,100 
annually, will be waived for 

all thirty restaurants and 
bars holding a current li-
cense. The waiver will not 
apply to holders of package 
licenses, nor will it be made 
available to new applicants 
for or recipients of liquor li-
censes moving forward.

The $36 business license 
fee waiver will be extended 
to all active Mokena busi-
nesses as a broad show of 
support for the entire busi-
ness community. Approxi-
mately 800 businesses will 
benefit from this waiver. As 

with liquor, the waiver will 
not be made available to fu-
ture applicants for or recipi-
ents of business licenses.

The Village of Mokena 
is financially sound, ac-
cording to Wipfli, LLP, an 
independent auditor exam-
ining the Village’s books. 
At its November 23 meet-
ing, your Mokena Village 
Board received a copy of 
the Village’s official finan-
cial audit for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2020 and 
heard testimony on the au-

dit. Current debt levels are 
manageable, as the Village 
Board has carefully worked 
to balance improving the 
Village’s core infrastructure 
while assuming principal 
and interest payments that 
can be met through ear-
marked sources. The Vil-
lage Board has also been 
able to continue its philoso-
phy of earmarking capital 
reserve funds for current 
and future improvement 
projects. These core proj-
ects include water and sew-

er utility improvements, 
various road projects, and 
facility improvements.

Both of the Village’s pen-
sion funds are stable. The 
Police Pension Fund is 
78% funded, and the Illi-
nois Municipal Retirement 
Fund is 71% funded. The 
audit’s overall findings sup-
port the Board’s financial 
stewardship which has led 
the way to Mokena con-
sistently having the lowest 
municipal tax rate in the 
Lincoln-Way area.

Virtual gala, silent auction 
benefits Orland Park Library

The Orland Park Public 
Library and Friends of the 
Library have partnered to 
present the Building on 
Our Future Virtual Gala. 
This gala at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 5, will include a 
silent auction, raffle, wine 
tasting, overview of nam-
ing opportunities around 
the Library, and a grand re-
veal of the renovated areas 
of the Library.

As the Library Renewed 
Our Story in 2020, new 
rooms and areas were cre-
ated leaving opportunity 
for new local families, 
businesses, nonprofits, and 
membership organizations 
to purchase naming rights.

Donations benefit the 

capital campaign fund, 
which can be spent to im-
prove the library building 
and premises. In the next 
year, the library will need 
half of its roof replaced and 
a new parking lot. In the 
post COVID-19 climate, 
increasing the property tax 
levy to cover those expens-
es is not an option.

A half roof replacement 
and a new parking lot 
will cost the library over 
$300,000 each to complete.

The Friends of the Li-
brary is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
helping advance the cause 
of the Library to benefit 
engaging programs and 
community betterment. 

The Friends have part-
nered with the Library on 
this virtual gala to take in 
any donations made so that 
they may be tax deductible.

Please browse the silent 
auction items and bid gen-
erously. All silent auction 
items can be bid on. The 
winning bid pays by credit 
card, and checks out with 
a virtual cart at the end of 
the auction. Once winning 
bids are paid for, an email 

will be generated to the 
winning bidder describing 
where and when to pick up 
your winnings.

If you register your cell 
phone number during this 
virtual gala, you will re-
ceive texts when you are 
outbid on items, so keep 
your cell phone close!

The Library thanks the 
generous sponsors of this 
event for donating to the 
silent auction and raffle.

Pappas thanks Cook County Board for approving two-month waiver of late fees on property taxes 
The Cook County 

Board of Commissioners 
voted to waive late fees 
for two months on both 
property tax installments 
due in 2021, giving cash-
strapped property owners 
more time to juggle their 
finances, Treasurer Maria 
Pappas said.

“I am grateful to 
President Toni Preck-

winkle; Finance Com-
mittee Chairman John P. 
Daley,11th; and the other 
members of the board 
for again helping prop-
erty owners,” Pappas said. 
“The pandemic will con-
tinue to wreak economic 
havoc next year.”

The Board unanimously 
passed 20-5643, which 
waives for two months the 

1.5% per month late fee on 
all Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes.  Specifically:

The First Installment of 
2020 taxes is due March 2, 
2021, with application of 
late charges moved back 
to May 3, 2021. 

The Second Installment 
of 2020 taxes is due Au-
gust 2, 2021, with applica-
tion of late charges moved 

back to October 1, 2021.
In addition to Preck-

winkle and Daley, the or-
dinance was cosponsored 
by every board member: 
Frank Aguilar (16th); 
Alma Anaya (7th); Luis 
Arroyo Jr. (8th); Scott 
Britton (14th); Den-
nis Deer (2nd); Bridget 
Degnen (12th); Bridget 
Gainer (10th); Brandon 

Johnson (1st); Bill Lowry 
(3rd); Donna Miller (6th); 
Stanley Moore (4th); Kev-
in Morrison (15th); Sean 
Morrison (17th); Peter Sil-
vestri (9th); Deborah Sims 
(5th) and Larry Suffredin 
(13th).

In May, the board gave 
Cook County property 
owners a two-month 
waiver of late fees on taxes 

due Aug 3, 2020. Dur-
ing the waiver period, 
$1,405,041,598 in taxes 
were paid on 207,110 
properties. In early De-
cember, First Installment 
property tax bills will be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com. Property own-
ers can make partial pay-
ments to ease burden on 
their budgets.

Supervisor Kathryn Straniero
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South Suburban College to host 
open houses on WEI funding

The Illinois Community 
College Board (ICCB) re-
cently announced an award 
of $1,200,000 for the con-
tinuance of the Workforce 
Equity Initiative (WEI) 
Grant at South Suburban 
College. The WEI project is 
designed to create, support 
and expand short-term 
workforce training oppor-
tunities in high need areas 
within SSC District #510. 
Through new programs, 
expanded access, opportu-
nity, and support services, 
the project is anticipated to 
yield impactful outcomes 
for individuals, families, 
communities, and local 
businesses.

Additionally, the WEI 
grant provides wrap-
around services including 
comprehensive financial 
assistance and academic 
support to participating 
students within a variety 
of program areas provid-
ing stackable credentials. 
These programs will be 
highlighted at the upcom-
ing Open Houses including 
Nursing, Patient Care Tech-
nician (PCT), Basic Nurs-
ing Assistance Training 
Program (BNATP), Com-
munity Healthcare Worker 
(CHW), Certified Produc-
tion Technician (CPT), So-

lar Photovoltaic Installer, 
Forklift Operator, and the 
brand-new Barber College 
at the college’s Main Cam-
pus. When SSC’s Barbering 
Program opens this spring, 
it will become the only ac-
tive public barber school in 
the State of Illinois.

SSC is hosting two WEI 
Virtual Open Houses to 
provide information to 
students who could benefit 
from WEI funding, pro-
grams and services in the 
Spring 2021 Semester and 
beyond. The Open House 
Zoom links are accessible 
from www.ssc.edu/info.

They will be Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, at noon, and Thurs-
day, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m.

For more information 
about the WEI programs at 
SSC, please call (708) 596-
2000, ext. 2413, email work-
forceequity@ssc.edu or visit 
www.ssc.edu/wei.

Spring classes begin 
Monday, Jan. 11, and class 
schedules, registration ser-
vices and a new “live chat” 
with staff are all available 
online from ssc.edu. Future 
SSC students should get 
started at admissions.ssc.
edu. In addition to the live 
chat function at ssc.edu, 
prospective students may 
call (708) 210-5718.

Pappas thanks Cook County Board for approving two-month waiver of late fees on property taxes 
The Cook County 

Board of Commissioners 
voted to waive late fees 
for two months on both 
property tax installments 
due in 2021, giving cash-
strapped property owners 
more time to juggle their 
finances, Treasurer Maria 
Pappas said.

“I am grateful to 
President Toni Preck-

winkle; Finance Com-
mittee Chairman John P. 
Daley,11th; and the other 
members of the board 
for again helping prop-
erty owners,” Pappas said. 
“The pandemic will con-
tinue to wreak economic 
havoc next year.”

The Board unanimously 
passed 20-5643, which 
waives for two months the 

1.5% per month late fee on 
all Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes.  Specifically:

The First Installment of 
2020 taxes is due March 2, 
2021, with application of 
late charges moved back 
to May 3, 2021. 

The Second Installment 
of 2020 taxes is due Au-
gust 2, 2021, with applica-
tion of late charges moved 

back to October 1, 2021.
In addition to Preck-

winkle and Daley, the or-
dinance was cosponsored 
by every board member: 
Frank Aguilar (16th); 
Alma Anaya (7th); Luis 
Arroyo Jr. (8th); Scott 
Britton (14th); Den-
nis Deer (2nd); Bridget 
Degnen (12th); Bridget 
Gainer (10th); Brandon 

Johnson (1st); Bill Lowry 
(3rd); Donna Miller (6th); 
Stanley Moore (4th); Kev-
in Morrison (15th); Sean 
Morrison (17th); Peter Sil-
vestri (9th); Deborah Sims 
(5th) and Larry Suffredin 
(13th).

In May, the board gave 
Cook County property 
owners a two-month 
waiver of late fees on taxes 

due Aug 3, 2020. Dur-
ing the waiver period, 
$1,405,041,598 in taxes 
were paid on 207,110 
properties. In early De-
cember, First Installment 
property tax bills will be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com. Property own-
ers can make partial pay-
ments to ease burden on 
their budgets.

Committee releases ComEd documents related  
to Madigan, schedules Dec. 14 hearing 

(The Center Square)  
Documents spanning over 
nearly a decade related to 
the ComEd bribery scheme 
implicating Illinois House 
Speaker Michael Madigan 
have been released, and 
members of a committee in-
vestigating the speaker have 
different takes.

Since entering a deferred 
prosecution agreement with 
Commonwealth Edison, 
federal prosecutors have 
charged five people in a 
scheme they say lasted from 
2010 through 2019 where 
the Exelon subsidiary paid 
$1.3 million in bribes to Ma-
digan associates in an effort 
to influence the speaker.

Madigan, D-Chicago, 
has not been charged with 
a crime and maintains he’s 
done nothing wrong.

The Illinois House Special 
Investigating Committee, 
launched this summer by 
House Minority Leader Jim 
Durkin, R-Western Springs, 
hasn’t subpoenaed Madigan 
despite Republican requests, 
but did request documents 
from ComEd weeks ago.

Committee chair state 
Rep. Chris Welch, D-Hill-
side, said in a statement the 
documents “underlie the 
deferred prosecution agree-
ment and were previously 

obtained by federal investi-
gators.”

“It’s clear that a full, hon-
est reading of these docu-
ments shows that associates 
of ComEd assisted with job 
recommendations for peo-
ple from both parties, both 
chambers, and multiple 
branches of government,” 
Welch said.

The committee’s minor-
ity spokesman had different 
observations.

“What sticks out is the 
number of times quote ‘our 
friend’ is mentioned hav-
ing asked for something, 
responded somehow,” said 
state Rep. Tom Demmer, R-
Dixon. “So that the Speaker’s 
letter saying he couldn’t an-
swer questions about con-
versations he wasn’t a part 
of, these documents show 
he was part of quite a few 
conversations.”

“Our friend” is widely be-
lieved to be Madigan.

“With this information, 
the committee plans to re-
sume meeting in-person on 
Monday, December 14, giv-
ing members time to take 
necessary health and safety 
precautions following the 
Thanksgiving holiday and 
return prepared to safely 
continue the work of the 
committee,” Welch said.

Demmer said Republi-
cans will continue to push 
for Madigan to be subpoe-
naed.

“And hopefully a vote can 
take place in order to con-
duct a thorough and com-
prehensive investigation,” 
Demmer said.

Among the documents 
included in Wednesday’s 
release was the subpoena 
federal investigators sent to 
Madigan seeking any and all 
communications and docu-
ments between his office 
and ComEd.

But the federal subpoena 
didn’t end with communica-
tions between the speaker’s 
office and ComEd.

Federal investigators also 
sought all documents and 
communications between 
the speaker’s office and 
AT&T, Walgreens and Rush 
Medical Center.

The feds also sought all 
documents and communi-
cations from Jan. 1, 2018 to 
present concerning efforts 
to give, seek, recommend, 
secure or obtain a benefit for 
Kevin Quinn, who Madigan 
was forced to fire from his 
political operation after alle-
gations of sexual harassment 
by a campaign worker were 
made public. The federal in-
vestigation uncovered thou-

sands of dollars in payments 
to Quinn from lobbyists af-
ter Quinn was fired, includ-
ing close Madigan associate 
Michael McClain.

McClain, who allegedly 
acted as a gatekeeper be-
tween Madigan and ComEd, 
was indicted last week along 
with two former ComEd ex-
ecutives on bribery charges.

Agents also sought all 
documents and communi-
cations related to a prop-
erty located on the northeast 
corner of Cermak Road and 
Wentworth Avenue in Chi-
cago referred to by the feds 
as the “Chinatown parcel.” 
Earlier this month, See Y. 
Wong pleaded guilty to wire 
fraud in an unrelated case. 
But Wong secretly record-
ed Madigan and then Ald. 
Daniel Solis in 2014 during 
a conversation over the Chi-
natown properties.

Solis cooperated with the 
federal government in its 
investigation of longtime 
Chicago Ald. Edward M. 
Burke, who was charged in 
2019 with corruption-relat-
ed crimes.
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Notice to poublic of special 
meeting in Oak Lawn

Notice is hereby given 
that the President and the 
Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Oak lawn will 
hold a Public Hearing in 
regard to the proposed 
2021 Municipal Budget in 
the Municipal Center, 2nd 
floor Auditorium, 9446 
S. Raymond Avenue, Oak 

Lawn, Illinois on Tuesday, 
December 08, 2020 at 7:15 
p.m.

A copy of the proposed 
2021 Municipal Budget 
is available at the Village 
Clerk's office at the above 
address during regular 
business hours 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 a.m.

Pappas thanks Cook County Board for approving two-month waiver of late fees on property taxes 
The Cook County 

Board of Commissioners 
voted to waive late fees 
for two months on both 
property tax installments 
due in 2021, giving cash-
strapped property owners 
more time to juggle their 
finances, Treasurer Maria 
Pappas said.

“I am grateful to 
President Toni Preck-

winkle; Finance Com-
mittee Chairman John P. 
Daley,11th; and the other 
members of the board 
for again helping prop-
erty owners,” Pappas said. 
“The pandemic will con-
tinue to wreak economic 
havoc next year.”

The Board unanimously 
passed 20-5643, which 
waives for two months the 

1.5% per month late fee on 
all Tax Year 2020 property 
taxes.  Specifically:

The First Installment of 
2020 taxes is due March 2, 
2021, with application of 
late charges moved back 
to May 3, 2021. 

The Second Installment 
of 2020 taxes is due Au-
gust 2, 2021, with applica-
tion of late charges moved 

back to October 1, 2021.
In addition to Preck-

winkle and Daley, the or-
dinance was cosponsored 
by every board member: 
Frank Aguilar (16th); 
Alma Anaya (7th); Luis 
Arroyo Jr. (8th); Scott 
Britton (14th); Den-
nis Deer (2nd); Bridget 
Degnen (12th); Bridget 
Gainer (10th); Brandon 

Johnson (1st); Bill Lowry 
(3rd); Donna Miller (6th); 
Stanley Moore (4th); Kev-
in Morrison (15th); Sean 
Morrison (17th); Peter Sil-
vestri (9th); Deborah Sims 
(5th) and Larry Suffredin 
(13th).

In May, the board gave 
Cook County property 
owners a two-month 
waiver of late fees on taxes 

due Aug 3, 2020. Dur-
ing the waiver period, 
$1,405,041,598 in taxes 
were paid on 207,110 
properties. In early De-
cember, First Installment 
property tax bills will be 
posted to cookcountytrea-
surer.com. Property own-
ers can make partial pay-
ments to ease burden on 
their budgets.

Committee releases ComEd documents related to Madigan
(The Center Square)  

Documents spanning over 
nearly a decade related to 
the ComEd bribery scheme 
implicating Illinois House 
Speaker Michael Madigan 
have been released, and 
members of a committee 
investigating the speaker 
have different takes.

Since entering a de-
ferred prosecution agree-
ment with Commonwealth 
Edison, federal prosecutors 
have charged five people 
in a scheme they say lasted 
from 2010 through 2019 
where the Exelon subsid-
iary paid $1.3 million in 
bribes to Madigan associ-
ates in an effort to influence 
the speaker.

Madigan, D-Chicago, 
has not been charged with 
a crime and maintains he’s 
done nothing wrong.

The Illinois House Spe-
cial Investigating Commit-
tee, launched this summer 
by House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin, R-Western 
Springs, hasn’t subpoe-
naed Madigan despite Re-
publican requests, but did 
request documents from 
ComEd weeks ago.

Committee chair state 
Rep. Chris Welch, D-Hill-
side, said in a statement the 
documents “underlie the 
deferred prosecution agree-
ment and were previously 

obtained by federal investi-
gators.”

“It’s clear that a full, hon-
est reading of these docu-
ments shows that associates 
of ComEd assisted with job 
recommendations for peo-
ple from both parties, both 
chambers, and multiple 
branches of government,” 
Welch said.

The committee’s minor-
ity spokesman had different 
observations.

“What sticks out is the 
number of times quote ‘our 
friend’ is mentioned hav-
ing asked for something, 
responded somehow,” said 
state Rep. Tom Demmer, R-
Dixon. “So that the Speak-
er’s letter saying he couldn’t 
answer questions about 
conversations he wasn’t a 
part of, these documents 
show he was part of quite a 
few conversations.”

“Our friend” is widely be-
lieved to be Madigan.

“With this information, 
the committee plans to re-
sume meeting in-person on 

Monday, December 14, giv-
ing members time to take 
necessary health and safety 
precautions following the 
Thanksgiving holiday and 
return prepared to safely 
continue the work of the 
committee,” Welch said.

Demmer said Republi-
cans will continue to push 
for Madigan to be subpoe-
naed.

“And hopefully a vote can 
take place in order to con-
duct a thorough and com-
prehensive investigation,” 
Demmer said.

Among the documents 
included in Wednesday’s 
release was the subpoena 
federal investigators sent to 
Madigan seeking any and 
all communications and 
documents between his of-
fice and ComEd.

But the federal subpoena 
didn’t end with communi-
cations between the speak-
er’s office and ComEd.

Federal investigators also 
sought all documents and 
communications between 
the speaker’s office and 
AT&T, Walgreens and Rush 
Medical Center.

The feds also sought all 
documents and communi-
cations from Jan. 1, 2018 to 
present concerning efforts 
to give, seek, recommend, 
secure or obtain a benefit 
for Kevin Quinn, who Ma-

digan was forced to fire 
from his political operation 
after allegations of sexual 
harassment by a campaign 
worker were made pub-
lic. The federal investiga-
tion uncovered thousands 
of dollars in payments to 
Quinn from lobbyists after 
Quinn was fired, includ-
ing close Madigan associate 
Michael McClain.

McClain, who alleg-
edly acted as a gatekeeper 
between Madigan and 
ComEd, was indicted last 
week along with two former 
ComEd executives on brib-
ery charges.

Agents also sought all 
documents and communi-
cations related to a property 
located on the northeast 
corner of Cermak Road 
and Wentworth Avenue in 
Chicago referred to by the 
feds as the “Chinatown par-
cel.” Earlier this month, See 
Y. Wong pleaded guilty to 
wire fraud in an unrelated 
case. But Wong secretly re-
corded Madigan and then 
Ald. Daniel Solis in 2014 
during a conversation over 
the Chinatown properties.

Solis cooperated with the 
federal government in its 
investigation of longtime 
Chicago Ald. Edward M. 
Burke, who was charged in 
2019 with corruption-relat-
ed crimes.

Do-It-Yourself Messiah 2020
Join us on December 20 

at 2 pm for this year’s virtu-
al Do-It-Yourself Messiah! 

This free 50-minute vir-
tual performance will fea-
ture excerpts from Handel’s 
masterpiece hosted by our 
incomparable conductor, 
Stanley Sperber. We will 
include newly recorded 
selections along with vid-
eo from our 2017 perfor-

mances at the Harris The-
ater. We invite you to sing 
along as you watch from 
the comfort of your home. 
The performance will be 
available for viewing on the 
International Music Foun-
dation’s website at imfchi-
cago.org beginning De-
cember 20 and will remain 
available through January 
3, 2021.
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The Environmental Protection Agency Protected Workers. Environmentalists Are Furious.
Democrats on the House 

Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee 
recently took issue with 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's decision to 
temporarily waive certain 
compliance requirements 
in light of the coronavirus 
outbreak.

The Oversight Demo-
crats join a growing num-
ber of activists who have 
accused the EPA of using 
COVID-19 as an excuse 
to roll back environmental 
regulations and enable en-
ergy companies to pollute 
freely.

These accusations miss 
the mark completely. 
When most non-essential 
workers stayed at home, 
energy firms couldn't 
meet every federal re-

porting requirement. The 
EPA's guidance allowed 
firms to scale back admin-
istrative work without in-
curring a fine. The policy 
didn't change federal en-
vironmental standards in 
the slightest.

The EPA's memo helped 
energy firms protect work-
ers during the outbreak. 
As with all industries, pub-
lic officials required non-
essential energy workers 
to stay home for a time to 
contain COVID-19. These 
new restrictions made it 
harder for energy firms 
to perform "routine com-
pliance monitoring" and 
report results to the gov-
ernment.

Rather than force these 
firms to choose between 
paying a hefty fine and 

putting workers at risk, 
the EPA granted them 
flexibility on these tasks.

That doesn't mean en-
ergy firms had a free pass 
to pollute. The EPA made 
exceptions on "a case-by-
case basis," and only if the 
agency determined CO-
VID-19 was at the root of 
a firm's noncompliance. 
The agency also explic-
itly stated that the guid-
ance "does not say that the 
COVID-19 pandemic will 
excuse exceedances of pol-
lutant limitations."

You have to search pret-
ty hard to find a downside 

to the EPA's memo. Envi-
ronmentalists were up to 
the challenge.

Some activists and poli-
ticians attacked the EPA 
within hours of the me-
mo's release. Senator Eliz-
abeth Warren (D-Mass) 
lambasted the Trump 
administration for "us-
ing this public health and 
economic crisis as a cover 
to roll back environmental 
laws." One prominent ac-
tivist called the move "an 
absolute abdication of the 
legal responsibilities of the 
EPA."

Environmentalists are 

lying to score political 
points. The memo didn't 
lift limitations on pollut-
ants or any other environ-
mental regulation. And 
even if they wanted to, 
energy firms couldn't just 
flip a switch and ramp up 
pollution on a moment's 
notice.

These companies have 
incorporated federal en-
vironmental regulations 
into their standard operat-
ing procedures. Violating 
these rules would require 
firms to upend their pro-
cesses and facilitates. Even 
under the new rules, any 
company that tried such 
a thing would face severe 
penalties.

More importantly, this 
policy was only tempo-
rary. The EPA drafted the 
memo to protect energy 
sector employees as they 
work to keep the lights on 
during the pandemic. It 

was no different than the 
countless stay-at-home 
orders, business closures, 
and distance-learning ar-
rangements implemented 
over the past few weeks.

The EPA's memo was a 
reasonable effort to keep 
workers safe in the face of 
a global health emergency. 
It's no surprise that envi-
ronmentalists refused to 
see it that way. They never 
let the truth stop them 
from unfairly smearing 
their political opponents.

Bonner R. Cohen, Ph.D., is 
a senior fellow with the Na-
tional Center for Public Pol-
icy Research, where he con-
centrates on energy, natural 
resources, and international 
relations. He also serves as a 
senior policy analyst for the 
Committee for a Construc-
tive Tomorrow, and has 
testified before Congress a 
number of times.

A vote against Chicago's budget and a property tax increase
Earlier today, I voted 

against the 2021 Chicago 
Budget. My vote reflects 
my strong opposition to 
a property tax increase 
in the middle of an eco-
nomic and public health 
crisis. I also do not sup-
port the elimination of 
over 600 police positions, 
which will likely result in 
reduced patrol coverage 

in the 22nd District in the 
coming fiscal year.

Chicagoans, and cer-
tainly residents of Morgan 
Park, Mount Greenwood 
and Beverly, have clearly 
demonstrated that they 
do not want a property 
tax increase. It was with 
your voices in mind, that 
I voted against this budget 
and the increased burden 
it places on property own-
ers. 

While I respect and 
acknowledge the serious 
fiscal challenges facing 
our City, our govern-
ment is too reliant on 
property taxes. In lieu of 
the proposed property 

tax increase, I proposed 
legislation to legalize 
video gaming in Chicago. 
Unfortunately, a major-
ity of the City Council  
disagreed with this ap-
proach.  

I’d like to thank the 
many residents, business 
owners, and other stake-
holders who took the time 
to share their opinions 
with me about this pan-
demic budget. Thanks 
also to the hard working 
men and women of the 
budget office and all the 
public employees who 
worked on this year’s bud-
get, while I do not agree 
with the final product, I 

appreciate their hard work 
and the time they spent 
addressing my questions 
and concerns.

Moving forward, I hope 
to continue discussions 
about video gaming ex-
pansion, and explore oth-
er revenue sources to fund 
our government. It’s also 
my hope that Chicago will 
receive resources from 
the Federal Government 
to help address the bud-
get crisis that has resulted 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Matthew J. O'Shea is Alder-
man of the 19th Ward in 
Chicago.

Budget Is Not Perfect, But It's Fair and Equitable
Today, former Cook 

County Clerk, former 
Chicago Mayor, former 
Chicago Alderman and 
current Chairman of 
Good Government Illi-
nois, David Orr released 
the following statement 
in response to the pas-
sage of Chicago's 2021  
budget:

"No budget is perfect 
and as things currently 
stand we cannot rely on 

more fundiing from the 
state or federal govern-
ment. As much as this isn't 
the budget we were hoping 
to see a year ago, this bud-
get reflects compromise 
and an equitable approach 
to raising revenues and 
cutting costs. 

"I give the Mayor and 
the Aldermen who came 
to the table willing to 
work hard for our City a 
lot of credit for getting this 

done. They found ways to 
prevent layoffs while pro-
viding more money for vi-
olence prevention and in-
tervention. Making tough 
choices during a hard time 
in our City is what leader-
ship looks like."

David Orr, former Cook 
County Clerk, Chicago 
Mayor and Alderman, is 
the founder of Good Gov-
ernment Illinois.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rather than force these firms  
to choose between paying a hefty fine 

and putting workers at risk,  
the EPA granted them flexibility on these 
tasks. That doesn't mean energy firms 

had a free pass to pollute. 

Happy holidays from the Village View!



Cherie Dimaline, Empire of Wild (Penguin Random House 2019)
As we exit the month in which we celebrate Native Peoples of North America, start reading Empire of Wild, a 

breath-taking story about a monster, a murder, and a marriage; a large, loving family, a small town, and a long his-
tory; tribal lands taken not by force, but by wile and religious seduction in revival tents 
with “hundreds of folding white chairs … like crocodile teeth,” facing a “wooden cross 
about 9 feet high painted white and barbed with clear Christmas lights.”  

Métis/Ojibwa Cherie Dimaline writes gorgeous prose shot through with vivid met-
aphors. Dimaline’s ancestors were driven from Georgian Bay’s Drummond Island, 
which was colonized by France, acquired by the US, and eventually purchased by Tom Monaghan, of Domino’s 
pizza fame, who founded a conservative public interest law firm aiming to “preserve America's Judeo-Christian 
heritage, ... restore family values ... promote strong national defense and a free and sovereign United States.”  

It’s that kind of erasure of the indigenous past that motivates Dimaline: “It struck me that the only way my kids 
are going to have an understanding of what our heritage is, the land they came from, who they are, is if I keep those 
spaces that no longer exist in the real world alive in my stories.”  

Dimaline borrows from authentic, folk, and literary history. Her hero is Joan, a raven-haired, hard-drinking 
roofer, who escaped from her “town of Arcand ... a church, a school, a convenience store, a bootlegger and a crowd 
of stooped houses leaning like old men trying to hear a conversation over a grave,” but returned with a handsome 
husband in tow, the love of her life, who might have been kidnapped, or killed, or transformed into a kind of Métis 
werewolf.  

This contemporary Jeanne d’Arc, armed with a small knife, traditional medicines, and apotropaic magic (accom-
panied by her Sancho Panza sidekick, a 12-year-old brave with a Johnny Cash playlist) sets off to find her Victor.  
Her adventures overlay her erotic memories of honeymoon lovemaking; her nightmares; Victor’s real or imagined 
captivity in their 27 acres he wanted to sell to the White man; and the parceled wisdom of two Women Elders with 
quick fists, smart mouths, and big hearts. 

Then there is Rogarou, a changeling who preys upon people, sometimes out of hunger, but most often as moral 
arbiter. “Talked back to your mom in the heat of the moment? Don’t walk home. Rogarou will snatch you up.  Hit 
a woman under any circumstance? Rogarou will call you family, soon.  Shot too many deer, so your freezer is over-
flowing but the herd thin? If I were you, I’d stay indoors at night. Rogarou knows by now.” Watch yourself, and read.

Lorraine Schmall
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In 2021, you can look 
forward to improved 
transit service in  
south Cook and  
north Will counties.

Tell us how the pandemic has 
affected you and what ideas you have 
to make transit work better in south 
Cook and north Will counties.
Eligible participants will receive a $5 gift card  
for coffee while supplies last.

Got a minute?  
Take our survey!

Improved service on Pace’s Halsted (352) route

50% lower Metra fares on Metra Electric  
and Rock Island lines

Book
Review

Holiday events 
this season in 
Tinley Park

Despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, which unfortu-
nately forced the Village of 
Tinley Park to cancel the 
Holiday Market, the Parade 
of Lights and Photos with 
Santa this year, there are 
still plenty of fun holiday 
activities planned!

Residents can watch the 
annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony this year from the 
comfort of their own home 
on the Village’s Facebook 
page. Tune in from 6 to 7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 4.

If you’re downtown, 
swing by the Holiday Walk 
in the westernmost por-
tion of the north commuter 
lot at the Oak Park Avenue 
train station. Visitors will 
be able to walk around 
and take photos while they 
enjoy the scenery, or even 
drop off a letter for Santa or 
a card for someone in the 

Armed Forces. Plus, there 
are Kindness at Christmas 
charity drives from 5 to 8 
p.m. Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Sundays Dec. 6-20.

New this year, residents 
can participate in the Elf 
in the Window Scavenger. 
Participating Downtown 
Tinley businesses have 
placed personalized elves 
in their window fronts, and 
it’s your job to find them 
all! To play, just download 
the entry form and answer 
questions about each elf as 
you find them. Then just 
drop off your entry form at 
the Tinley Park Chamber 
of Commerce or email it to 
mktg@TinleyPark.org for a 
chance to win great prizes!



Oak Forest has 
tree trimming 
contest

Be sure and stop by City 
Hall to see the trees deco-
rated by local families, 
businesses, Boy and Girl 
Scout Troops and organi-
zations. They all signed up 
for the annual City of Oak 
Forest Trim-A-Tree Con-
test.

Tell us your favorites and 
who you think deserves 
the top prize. Email us at 
CityofOakForest@oak-for-
est.org before December 6, 
2020 to cast your vote.

Due to COVID-19, we 
will not be having the 
Christmas Parade and 
Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
Trim-A-Tree winners will 
be notified and announced 
during the City Council 
Meeting on December 8th.
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For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   mercycircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

VELVET CAKE
BAKERY

5168 W. 95th St., Oak Lawn
(708) 424-2095

European Bakery  •  Wedding Cakes  •  Christmas Cookies
Gingerbread Cookies  •  Chalka Bread  •  Strudels

Christmas Cakes  •  Poppy Seed Roll  •  Kolackys  •  Crullers
Pies  •  Golabki/Cabbage Rolls  •  Pierogi  •  Order Early!

Tues-Sat 8am-4pm • Closed Sunday & Monday
Christmas Eve 7am-1pm • Closed Christmas Day • 12/26 Closed

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Carry Out & Delivery

We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

Closed
Christmas Day

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

5900 W. 11th St.
Chicago Ridge, IL

(708) 636-5030
originalpapajoes.com

Dine In • Carry Out • Catering • Banquets

Pickup or Delivery -

$3 OFF
Any Order

Over $19.95

Easy Buttermilk 
Mashed  
Sweetpotatoes

(NAPSI) Side dishes are 
often the best part of a meal, 
and mashed potatoes are 
among the top contenders. 
Here’s a very simple take 
on that old favorite with a 
modern twist: mashed Cal-
ifornia sweetpotatoes with 

buttermilk and fresh herbs. 
The buttermilk provides a 
hint of tang and the herbs 
add brightness, making this 
a versatile dish that offsets 
a heavy winter meal yet 
pairs perfectly with lighter 
springtime or summer fare. 
Plus, California sweetpo-
tatoes are a nice change of 
pace from regular mashed 
potatoes, and with more 
fiber. 

Recipe Serves 6 to 8
Ingredients:
2 1/2 lb orange or yellow-

white fleshed sweetpota-
toes, or a combination, 
peeled and cut into 1-in 
chunks 

4T butter
3/4c buttermilk (see 

note) 
1T chopped fresh cilan-

tro
1T chopped fresh dill

1T chopped fresh parsley
2tsp chopped fresh mint
1tsp salt, or more to taste
1tsp pepper, or more to 

taste

Place sweetpotatoes in 
large saucepan or small 
stockpot, cover with water 
by 1 inch, and bring to a 
boil over high heat. Reduce 
to a simmer; continue to 
cook until very tender, 6 to 

8 minutes. Drain sweetpo-
tatoes; return to saucepan. 
Add butter and mash. Add 
buttermilk, cilantro, dill, 
parsley, mint, salt and pep-
per. Add more salt and pep-
per to taste and serve.

Note: If you prefer, sub-
stitute plain yogurt, sour 
cream, milk, half and half 
or cream for the butter-
milk.

For further facts, tips and 
recipes visit www.casweet-
potatoes.com.

Try This Treat
(NAPS) Here’s an ex-

otic twist that transforms 
everyday cheesecake into 
something sophisticated, 
elegant and worthy of 
your holiday table. Pureed 
sweetpotatoes, five spice 
powder and candied gin-
ger star in a dessert that’s 
easy to make and can be 
enjoyed year-round. The 
sweetpotatoes not only 
provide luscious texture 
and flavor, they prevent 
the cake from cracking—
so it’s deliciously decadent 
and practically foolproof. 
Give it a try.

Sweetpotato Cheesecake 
with Gingered Whipped 
Cream

Serves 10 to 12
8 oz gingersnap cookies
4 tbsp butter, melted, 

plus more for pan
3 8-oz packages cream 

cheese
11/4 c sugar

2 tsp ground ginger
1/2 tsp Chinese five-

spice or pumpkin pie spice 
blend

3/4 tsp salt
3 large eggs
3 c orange-fleshed 

sweetpotato puree
1/2 c sour cream
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 c whipped cream
1/4 c chopped candied 

ginger

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees F. Butter bottom 
and sides of 9-in spring-
form pan. In food proces-
sor, pulse cookies until 
finely ground. Add butter 
and pulse until blended. 
Transfer to prepared pan 
and press into bottom. 

Bake 10 minutes. Set aside 
to cool. Use an electric 
mixer to combine cream 
cheese, sugar, ground gin-
ger, spice blend and salt, 
beating until smooth. Beat 
in eggs. Add sweetpotato 
puree, sour cream and 
vanilla, beating just un-
til smooth. Pour mixture 
into cooled crust. Place 
springform pan inside 
larger pan and pour very 
hot tap water into larger 
pan, to reach 1 inch up 
springform pan. Bake un-
til edges are set and center 
is slightly wobbly, 45 to 50 
minutes. Remove spring-
form pan from larger pan 
and cool to room tempera-
ture. Cover and refrigerate 
until thoroughly chilled. 
Fold candied ginger into 
whipped cream. Serve 
cheesecake with gingered 
whipped cream. 

To learn more you can 
visi twww.casweetpota-
toes.com.

Pop up new 
traditions

(NAPSI) Although the 
holiday season may be a 
little different this year for 
families, you don’t have 
to say goodbye to fun and 
good cheer. Create new 
traditions and make lasting 
memories of good times 
together with fun family 
projects. For example, you 
can cook up some great 
gifts in your own kitchen 
with tasty popcorn recipes.

 Wrap them up beauti-
fully and do contactless 
drop-off to spread some 
tasteful cheer among all 
your friends and family—
and give yourself and your 
immediate family a good 
time making them, too. 

Here’s one recipe to try 
for White Chocolate Pep-
permint Popcorn Bark:

Ingredients
5 cups popped popcorn

12 ounces white choco-
late baking chips, chopped 
white chocolate or white 
candy coating

1 cup crushed hard can-
dy peppermints

Cover a baking pan with 
foil or wax paper; set aside. 
Place popcorn in a large 

bowl; set aside. Melt choco-
late in a double boiler over 
barely simmering water, 
stirring until smooth OR 
melt according to package 
directions. Stir in crushed 
peppermints after choco-
late is melted. Pour choco-
late mixture over popcorn 
mixture and stir to coat. 
Spread onto prepared pan; 
allow to cool completely. 
When chocolate is cooled 
and set, break into chunks 
for serving. Store in an air-
tight container at room 
temperature. 

Thank you for reading. This paper is out because of you, the customer.
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PETS
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM...

5701 W. 101ST, Oak Lawn, IL | 708-290-3255
www.gracepointplace.com

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

VFW
Johnson-Phelps

Post 5220

9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL
708-423-5220

www.oaklawnvfw.com   vfwbanquets@att.net

Banquet Halls Available

Our halls are the perfect place to hold any event for any occasion
• Weddings • Bautizo • Quinceañera • Baptism • First Communion

• Showers • Meetings • Seminars • Birthday Parties
• Awards Ceremony • Charity Fundraisers

• Sweet 16 • Anniversary Parties • Class Reunions • Bene�ts

Accommodations for parties up to 180 people

Cherished Pets Remembered Pet Crematorium
Offering only private/individual pet cremation services. 

Affordable prices, cremation witnessing and private viewing 
room available at no additional charge.

To learn more go to CherishedPetsRemembered.com or 
call 1-800-497-4901.

Part of and a separate facility located in the
Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home & Crematorium, 7861 S. 88Th Ave., Justice

Mark & Laura Kaminski Owners

Own a home? You may be wealthier than you think
(NAPSI) The economy 

has taken its toll on Amer-
ican households over the 
last year, leaving many 
homeowners strapped 
for cash, but you may not 
have to be among them. 
Here’s some good news: If 
you’ve lived in your home 
for some time or if it has 
appreciated in value, you 
may be sitting on substan-
tial wealth in the form of 
home equity. In fact, The 
Wall Street Journal found 
that homeowners with 
mortgages hold nearly $10 
trillion in home equity 
thanks to a decade of ris-
ing home prices.

If meeting financial 
obligations is straining 
your cash resources, now 
is a good time to explore 
tapping into your home 
equity. Here are three op-
tions, including an inno-
vation that might be right 
for you:

Home Equity Loans
A home equity loan is 

one with a fixed inter-
est rate over a fixed term, 
using your home equity 
as collateral. Lenders will 
take a number of fac-
tors into consideration 
including your com-
bined loan-to-value ra-
tio, the appraised value 
of your home, and your 
own credit history. Some 
homeowners like this op-
tion because they can ac-
commodate fixed monthly 
payments and the addi-
tional debt burden. How-
ever an increasing num-
ber of homeowners have 

found lenders have tight-
ened their criteria and are 
unable to qualify.

Home Value Invest-
ments

A Home Value Invest-
ment, also called home eq-
uity sharing, is an innova-
tive offering that emerged 
4 years ago. Companies, 
such as Noah, which offer 
this product provide up-
front funding in exchange 
for a share of your home’s 
value. Unlike a home eq-
uity loan, there are no 
monthly payments over 
the period of the invest-
ment—typically 10 years. 
At the end of the term, you 
buy out the investment by 
refinancing, selling, or 
with savings. The amount 
you owe is based on your 
home value, whether it has 
gone up or gone down. 
Some homeowners like 
this option because it does 
not require monthly pay-

ments or add more debt to 
their credit reports. How-
ever, Home Value Invest-
ments are only available 
in select places, so you 
should check your eligibil-
ity.

Cash Out Refinancing
When you refinance 

your mortgage to take 
cash out of your home, 
you replace your existing 
mortgage with a larger 
mortgage, often at a lower 
rate. To take advantage 
of a lower rate, you’ll pay 
origination fees and likely 
have higher monthly pay-
ments over time. In times 
of economic uncertainty, 
if your home declines in 
value, you could end up 
with a mortgage that ex-
ceeds your home value. 

Learn More
For further information 

on options to access your 
home equity, visit www.
Noah.co.

Gifts That Do 
A World Of 
Good 

(NAPSI) This holiday 
season, you don’t have to 
look far to find items that 
deliver great features and 
functionality but use less 
energy. Products that earn 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s EN-
ERGY STAR label save 
money on energy bills and 

help protect the environ-
ment, making them gifts 
that do a world of good. 

With a wide range of 
things to wrap up—from 
smart thermostats, lap-
tops, tablets and other 
electronics, appliances 
and even lighting—you 
can put a bow on a gift 
that has been indepen-
dently certified to meet 
strict standards for energy 
efficiency. 

A typical household 

spends about $2,000 a year 
on energy bills. A home 
outfitted with products 
that have earned the EN-
ERGY STAR label can 
save 30% or about $575 a 
year on household energy 
bills. Over their lifetime 
these products save about 
$8,750 on utility bills 
and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 77,000 
pounds of carbon dioxide.

The ENERGY STAR 
Holiday Gift Guide at 

www.energystar.gov/holi-
day features energy-saving 
products popular this time 
of year, along with special 
deals from manufacturers, 
retailers, and utilities that 
participate in the ENER-
GY STAR Program. Look-
ing for the ENERGY STAR 
label on products specially 
priced for the holidays 
means you save on the ini-
tial price, plus keep saving 
through the holidays and 
beyond. 
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Crafters 
Corner & More

Crafters Crafters 
Corner & MoreCorner & MoreService DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory

International Floral
5912 W. 111th Street

Chicago Ridge
708-425-6870

www.heyflowerlady.com

Looking for a place 
for your Directory?  

Call 708-425-1910 or 
visit website at 

vvnew.com.

Solutions to puzzles for November 17, 2020 issue

Tree lights at Oak Lawn church
On Dec. 4, Calvary 

Church of Oak Lawn, at 
10056 Central Ave., will be-
gin their Christmas season 
with their 2nd annual Tree 
Lighting. Rain-out day is 
Saturday, Dec. 5, from 5-7 
p.m. The church has a 40-
foot evergreen tree with 
thousands of lights on the 
east side (front) which will 
be lit at 6:30 p.m. Friends 
and neighbors will gather 
for seasonal music, re-
freshments, and sponsored 
treats from Dunkin Donuts, 
Chick-Fil-A, and Noth-
ing Bundt Cakes. Covid-19 

safety rules will be in place.
There will be kids’ crafts, 

fire pits with s’mores, a 
bean-bag tournament, 
Christmas trivia and 4 free 
raffle giveaways! 

Register at Calvary.org/
OakLawn by Dec. 3 to get 
4 extra entries for the raffle 
baskets valued from $80 to 
$200 each. Complete Vision 
Care Company is sponsor-
ing a photo booth to take 
fun memento pictures. This 
event is free to the public. 
For more information, call 
708-429-2200, or visit Thi-
sIsCalvary.org/OakLawn .

A 100-year rivalry between Bears, Packers
The Bears faced off 

against the Packers on 
Sunday at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
continuing a matchup that 
has become one of the 
longest-standing rivalries 
in the NFL and the league’s 
most played. (The Bears 
lost 41-25.) Their first 
meeting was in 1921, when 
the Bears, then known as 
the Chicago Staleys, beat 
the Packers 20-0, starting a 
century-long conflict.

The Bears and Pack-
ers have been in the same 
conference since the NFL 
switched to a conference 
format in 1933, first in the 
Western Conference and 
then in the NFC North 

since 1970, and usually 
play each other twice a year. 
They have met 201 times 
in regular- and postseason 
games. In recent years, the 
Packers have taken over 
the lead in the series with a 
100–95–6 record.  

Notable Bears wins over 
the Packers include their 
second meeting of 1963 
(in the aerial shot), with 
both teams coming to the 
game with 8-1 records and 
playing for first place in 
the conference, and their 
October 21, 1985, win 
in which rookie defen-
sive tackle William “The 
Fridge” Perry was put in at 
fullback and scored his first 
touchdown. Both seasons 
would end with the Bears 
as national champions.

Notable losses include 
the infamous “instant re-
play game” in 1989, when 
a Packer touchdown was 
credited after instant re-
play overruled a penalty 

called on quarterback Don 
Majkowski for stepping 
over the line of scrimmage, 
and the teams’ last playoff 
meeting in the 2010 NFC 
championship.

Look back at 100 years 
of Bears history on the 
Chicago History Museum’s 
blog at chicagohistory.org/
bears100.

Truck repair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

Snow removal

Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.

Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discounts

708-424-4306

Residential Snow Removal

CALL NOW - SPACE IS LIMITED

Member of

roofing

New Roofs Tear-offs

Free Roof
Inspection
Senior Discount

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

Tree ServiceS

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

real eSTaTe Broker

Carol O’Malley
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Indiana & Illinois

708-703-8330
brokeromalley@gmail.com

9755 W. 143rd St.
Orland Park, IL 60462
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

CarolOMalley.com

funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

Mike Singletary plays 
against the Packers.



Moving ideas
(NAPSI) If you’ll be 

decking the halls of a new 
home this holiday season, 
you won’t be alone. Every 
year, one in ten Americans 
moves to a new place. It can 
take some careful coordina-
tion in the best of times, but 
during the holidays (and a 
pandemic) it can be even 
more of a challenge. One of 
the most important things 
you can do is to stay con-
nected to the people and 
things that matter most to 
you. For that, you’ll want 
your Internet, Cable TV 
and phone up and running, 
so you can continue to 
work and learn from home, 
celebrate in new ways with 
family and friends, watch 
all your favorite holiday 
movies and shop online for 
presents and festive foods.  

Here are hints on how: 
1. Take the proper pan-

demic precautions: Follow 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
disinfecting guidelines. 
While out for move-related 
errands, be sure to cover 
your mouth and your 
nose. Some festive holiday-
themed masks are available. 
Also, wash your hands reg-
ularly with soap and water.

2. Stay Connected: A 
good move, even before 
you move, is to get in touch 
with the new home’s lo-
cal Cable provider through 
www.smartmove.us and 
arrange for new Touchless 
Installs that let you safely 
connect your tech services 
yourself. The cable compa-
ny delivers the equipment 

with step-by-step activa-
tion information so you can 
set up your system on your 
own, or with support over 
the phone, online, through 
chat functionality or video 
tutorials. In most cases, no 
technician needs to come 
into your house. 

3. Keep up with holiday 
traditions, or create new 
one just for your new home: 
Use your new online con-
nection to find delivery 
services to help stock your 
pantry and fridge. Your 
new house will feel more 
like home if you take time 
to watch your favorite holi-
day shows, maintain your 
exercise program (to feel 
fit and fight those holiday 
pounds). Make time to con-
nect with people you care 
about through group video 
chats or viewing parties and 
show off your holiday deco-
rations or virtually ring in 
the New Year. 
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Help Wanted

Disclaimer: Village View Publications, Inc. is not responsible, and takes no responsibility for any unlawful action of our advertisers.  
Nor does it take any responsibility for unlawful harm to advertisers potential customers.

Truck Repair

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Attorney at Law

Licensed over  
35 Years! 

Graduate of Brother 
Rice High School and 
St. Xavier University.

Professionally licensed 
and insured.

CALL: 

ATTORNEY 
MICHAEL J. 
MASLANKA 
(312) 641-2424

FREE ATTORNEY 
CONSULTATION 

IN HOME, 
IN OFFICE, 

OR BY ZOOM
(Most general 

practice matters)

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!
GET THOSE LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS 
DONE NOW.

Engine Repair

Bill’s Small
Engine Repair

• Lawn Mowers • Snow Blowers
Formers Sears Tech.

Quick Service ~ Est. 1987
Bill Borner

(708) 594-3973

Asphalt

C & C
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1982

Complete Residential 
& Commercial Service

Your Complete Paving Contractor
(708) 425-0410

MEMBER
BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

Bedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Handyman

PAINTING • WALLPAPER REMOVAL • DRYWALL REPAIR
TRIM WORK • WOOD FINISHING • DECK & FENCE

POWER WASHING & STAINING • FLOORING • ELECTRICAL
PLUMBING • SMALL LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates
INSURED

HANDYMAN SERVICE

708.508.0528

Siding

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

JEG Painting
& Decorating

Fully Insured
Reasonable

708-566-7529

Help Wanted
Roofers Needed

Need your own Transportion
Must Have your own Tools

773-474-4963

Basement/Waterproofing

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Construction

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

Certified Domiciliary
Care Services

Providing Relief Comfort
to Seniors & their

families over 36 years.

Esp. W-T  CPR qualifications.

Can accommodate
WT COVID.

Full Time or
Over Night Available

Call 708-244-4017

Caregiver

Rates starting at $20,
Call Linda at  
708-425-1910

De La Salle’s 
Overton is 
Meteor of the 
Month

De La Salle Institute 
proudly announces that 
LeeVonn Overton ’22 has 
been chosen as the Me-
teor of the Month for Oc-
tober.

In a joint initiative be-
tween the school’s Cam-
pus Ministry and its City 
of De La Salle student 
government, nominations 
are received from faculty 
and staff highlighting stu-
dents who are motivated 
and enthusiastic about the 
school’s Lasallian mission 
inside and outside of the 
classroom.

Specifically, nominees 
are students who stand 
out among their peers by 
having demonstrated one 

or more of the Lasallian 
Principles of Faith, Com-
munity, Service, Social 
Justice and/or Associa-
tion.

Overton excels in the 
classroom at De La Salle as 
he is enrolled in the Hon-
ors Program and ranks in 
the top 15 percent of the 
Class of 2022.

Outside the classroom, 
Overton is involved with 
De La Salle’s Theatre 100 
program as well as the 
Model United Nations 
Club.

Congratulations, Lee-
Vonn, on all your achieve-
ments! Everyone at De La 
Salle is very proud of you!

#WeAreD

LeeVonn Overton ’22 poses with De La Salle principal Tom 
Schergen ’97. Overton ranks in the top 15% of his class and 
is involved in theater and Model United Nations.

MVCC hosting free Amazon Web Service Technical Essentials Course
Moraine Valley Com-

munity College is hosting a 
free Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) Technical Essentials 
course on Monday, Dec. 7, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A variety of organiza-
tions within a range of in-
dustries use the cloud for 
data backup, disaster re-

covery, email, virtual desk-
tops, software develop-
ment and testing, big data 
analytics and customer-
facing web applications.

This course introduces 
participants to AWS prod-
ucts, services and common 
cloud solutions. It provides 
the fundamentals to be-

come more proficient in 
identifying AWS services 
to help people make in-
formed decisions about IT 
solutions based on busi-
ness requirements and get 
started working with AWS.

The course code is AW5-
099-300. For more infor-
mation, visit us online.

Registration is required 
and can be done online or 
by calling (708) 974-2110.

For more information on 
noncredit classes, contact 
Corporate, Community 
and Continuing Education 
at (708) 974-5735 or com-
munityeducation@morai-
nevalley.edu.
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL
FREE Spend $20 Receive $2

Spend $50 Receive $10
Spend $100 Receive $30
Now through New Year’s Day

125 lb Giant Load Washer
  FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

 

DECEMBER SPECIAL
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! SEASON’S GREETINGS!

Soap Opera
Open24 hrs.

7 days a week*

1

For the person 
who has 
everything, 
give a
Soap Opera Laundromat

GIFT CARD
Available at SoapOperaLaundromats.com

Drop-Off Laundry
We will

Wash, Dry, Fold
Your Clothes for only

$125
lb

Password Protected

FREE Wi-Fi

3-32” HDTVS

– WEDNESDAY SPECIAL –
DOUBLE-LOAD
WASHES

$ 991

*With our Wash Club Membership

access card

Fill your Soap Opera Drop-Off Laundry Bag
& we’ll Wash, Dry, and Fold your clothes for
$10.00 OFF the current Laundry Bag Price

Laundromat
9624 S. Roberts Road

Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com
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