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Alsip revises lease agreement regarding cannabis 
by Jan Glaz 

At the Village of Alsip 
Board of Trustees Meet-
ing held on December 
2nd Trustee, Christine 
McLawhorn, brought 
forth a motion that met 
with approval authorizing 
the Alsip Village Attorney 
to develop language for in-
corporation into standard 
Heritage I and Heritage 
II lease agreements. The 
Village owned property is 
located at 3715 W. 123rd 
Place in Alsip, IL. 

Trustee McLawhorn 
stated the language to be 
along the lines, “The ten-
ant shall not and shall not 

permit anyone to smoke 
or cultivate cannabis or 
any other federally pro-
hibited substance in any 
part of the premises, the 
common areas or the 
property of which they 
form part of. Failure to 
comply will result in a 1st 
offense - written warn-
ing; 2nd offense - a $500 
fine, and the 3rd offense 
will result in termination 
of the lease and eviction.” 
For additional Heritage I 
and Heritage II apartment 
leasing information please 
call 708-388-8914 or visit: 
www.apartmenthomeliv-
ing.com 

Board meeting end-
notes: Trustees agreed to 
purchase a vehicle to be 
used in the Village’s Inves-
tigation Division at a cost 
not to exceed $24,000.00 
and approved to equip the 
vehicle purchased with ba-
sic emergency equipment 
not to exceed an amount 
of $6,000.00. 

The board also ap-
proved the purchase of 
(2) Sternberg Street Light 
poles from Paramont EO 
Electrical Company, 3308 
N. Sheffield Avenue, Chi-
cago, IL, for Pulaski Av-
enue in an amount not to 
exceed $25,620.00. 

Village of Alsip Heritage I and Heritage II Apartments, 3715 W. 123rd Place in Alsip.
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Blue Island’s 
historic 
landmark and 
district 
requirements 

The owner of any land-
mark property or property 
located within a Historic 
District is required to re-
ceive a COA before a build-
ing permit is issued. 

The COA indicates that 
the HPC has reviewed (and 

authorizes) plans for exte-
rior alteration, construc-
tion, demolition in whole 
or in part, and/or the re-
location of a Landmark or 
property, structure, site or 
object within a Historic 
District. The COA is in no 
way a substitute for a build-
ing permit, and all projects 
must comply with City 
building code. 

An applicant must di-
rectly submit to the Com-
mission an application for 
a COA. The HPC Chair 
will make the necessary ar-

rangements so that a com-
plete application is on the 
agenda of the next Com-
mission meeting. Once the 
HPC approves a COA, the 
applicant submits the ap-
proved certificate to the 
Building & Zoning Depart-
ment for permit approval 
subject to building code. 

COA applications are 
available online ,at http://
www.blueisland.org/wp-
content/uploads/BIHPC_
COA.pdf  in the Building 
& Zoning Department, or 
from the Chair of the HPC.

Steppenwolf in 
rehearsals for 
Dance Nation 

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company is now in re-
hearsals with Pulitzer 
Prize Finalist Dance Na-
tion by Clare Barron, di-
rected and choreographed 
by Lee Sunday Evans. 
Steppenwolf ’s produc-
tion features ensemble 
members Audrey Fran-
cis (The Moms/Vanes-
sa), Tim Hopper (Dance 
Teacher Pat), Caroline 
Neff (Zuzu), and Karen 
Rodriguez (Amina) with 
Ariana Burks (Sofia), 
Adithi Chandrashekar 
(Connie), Shanésia Davis 
(Ashlee), Torrey Hanson 
(Luke) and Ellen Maddow 
(Maeve). A success-driv-
en pre-teen dance troupe 
finds themselves trying 
to understand their ambi-
tion, insecurities, chang-
ing bodies, rivalries and 
friendships while explor-
ing the desires, confusion 
and sometimes feral na-
ture of adolescence. 

Dance Nation opening 
is Thursday and the pro-
duction runs through Feb. 
2 in the Upstairs Theatre 
at 1650 N Halsted Street, 
Chicago, IL. Single tickets 
($20  to $94) can be got 
at the Audience Services 
at 312-335-1650 or step-
penwolf.org. Classic and 
Flex Memberships are 
currently available for the 
2019/20 Season. To pur-
chase a Membership and 
secure the best seats at 
the lowest prices, contact 
Audience Services at 312-
335-1650 or steppenwolf.
org/memberships. 

Grant allows 
for solar panels 
installation at 
Moraine Valley

Green energy is be-
ing incorporated more 
into curriculum after stu-
dents helped install solar 
panels at Moraine Valley 
Community College. The 
panels were purchased 
with funds from a $5,000 
grant from the Illinois 
Green Economy Network 
(IGEN).

Students taking Air 
Conditioning Theory and 
Basic Electrical Controls 
this semester helped in-
stall the solar voltaic unit, 
power cabinets, batter-
ies and wiring under the 
supervision of Tom Var-
lotta, adjunct instructor 
of Heating and Air Condi-
tioning, and Steve Brasel, 
Mechanical Technologies 
department chair.

The equipment was in-
stalled on a shelf and in 
the windows of the tools 
and supplies room in the 
college’s technology build-

ing (Building T). The so-
lar power apparatus will 
be incorporated into the 
learning outcomes and 
lesson plans for HAC-105 
(Air Conditioning Theo-
ry), HAC-111 (Basic Elec-
trical Controls), HAC-150 
(Advanced Electrical Con-
trols) and HAC-165 (Sus-
tainable Energy).

Moraine Valley re-
ceived the IGEN grant to 
implement educational 
programming around en-
ergy efficiency, yielding 
this project. The panels 
will not only help teach 
students, but also supply 
120-volt power to some 
new refrigeration train-
ing boards rather than 
plugging into the col-
lege’s electrical power  
supply.

“This was a great proj-
ect that the students re-
ally enjoyed to install, 
wire and program. It gives 
them a firsthand experi-
ence why solar power is 
becoming such a big part 
of our industry through 
sustainability,” Brasel said. 
“It’s great to see the theory 
of sustainable energy put 
into practical use.”

Ring in 2020 in 
Blue Island 

Join the City of Blue Is-
land as we “Rock Around 
The Clock” to ring in 
2020 with a fireworks dis-
play and music. It will be 
Dec. 31 at 11:30 p.m. at 
Western Avenue and Ver-
mont Street.

For more information, 
visit the city's website at 
blueisland.org.

Pictures with 
Santa

Santa will be at the John 
D. Rita Recreation Center 

on Saturday, December 
21st. Have your picture 
taken with Santa, as this 
is his last stop in Blue Is-
land before the big night!  
Look for the Blue Is-
land Park District’s Santa 
House!

Santa will visit the John 
D. Rita Recreation Cen-
ter, 2805 W. 141st St., 
Blue Island, from 6 to 9 
p.m. that day.



Oak Forest sells Gateway properties  
by Jan Glaz 

The City of Oak Forest 
has authorized an agree-
ment for the sale of city-
owned property consisting 
of four Gateway parcels at 
15820 S. Cicero and 4960 
W. 159th Street to North 
Mark Construction LLC. 
The lots are sold in pairs for 
$100,000 each.   

Travis Bandstra, the 
City’s Economic & Com-
munity Development Di-
rector, reported that North 
Mark Construction plans 
consist of building four sto-
ries, 114 total units across 
two new buildings com-
prised of a mix of studios, 
and one and two bedroom 
units. The first level would 
consist of parking and com-
mon space. 

Bandstra stated that the 
developer will have until 
April 1, 2020 to perform 
due diligence that includes 
developing concepts, soil 

testing, securing financing, 
construction cost estimates, 
and market studies. If the 
developers proceed be-
yond April 1st the $25,000 
in earnest money becomes 
non-refundable. Regard-
ing Broker commissions, 
the City has offered a 10% 
commission to Tim Tynan 
of “eXp Realty” for procur-
ing the developer with com-
missions paid on each pair 
of scheduled closings at a 
price of $100,000.00. 

In other official news: 
Oak Forest Fire Chief, Pat-
rick Duffy, requested the 
city’s board of trustees to 
approve an ordinance dis-
posing of a 1993 Luverne 
Commander III-ST fire 
engine due to its age and 
condition and the board 
agreed. Chief Duffy com-
mented that the engine has 
not been used for the year 
and that a new engine is due 
to arrive later in January.
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Mokena Elected 
Officials granted 
salary increase 
by Jan Glaz 

At the Village of Mokena 
Board of Trustees Meet-
ing held on December 9th 
the Board of Trustees voted 
to adopt an ordinance ad-
justing the compensation 
levels of Mokena’s Elected 
Officials. John Tomasoski, 
Village Administrator, pro-
vided details in regard to the 
ordinance.   

Tomasoski stated that 
compensation levels of Mo-
kena’s Elected Officials have 
not been evaluated and ad-
justed since the year 2000. 
The current adjustment 
takes into consideration the 
Village’s population growth, 
duties and time commit-
ments associated with the 
positions and compensation 
levels of elected officials in 
similar-sized south/south-
west Chicagoland suburbs.  

The Elected Official sal-
ary increases were posted 
as follows: Village President 
current salary of $7,500 is 
adjusted to $12,500; Liquor 

Commissioner current sal-
ary of $1,800 is adjusted 
to $2,500; Village Trustee 
current salary of $4,200 is 
adjusted to $7,500; and Vil-
lage Clerk current salary of 
$4,800 will be adjusted to 
$6,000.  

Administrator Tomasoski 
concluded, “The existing 
salaries of the Village Presi-
dent/Liquor Commissioner, 
Village Clerk, and three 
Trustee seats up for election 
in April of 2021 will be im-
pacted during the Village’s 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget. 
The salaries of the remain-
ing three Trustee seats up for 
election in April of 2023 will 
be impacted thereafter.”  

Questions or additional 
information pertaining to 
the adopted ordinance ad-
justing the compensation 
levels of Mokena’s Elected 
Officials may be addressed 
to John Tomasoski, Village 
Administrator, at 708-479-
3900. 

Orland Park 
addresses 
cannabis 
intoxication 
by Jan Glaz 

The Board of Trustees in 
the Village of Orland Park 
voted to renew a purchase 
agreement for ‘Quantita-
tive Narcotics and Can-
nabinoid Testing and Ex-
pedited Examinations’ on 
December 2nd.  Officials 
stated that in 2016 the Il-
linois State Legislation 
passed a law establishing 
a legal level of cannabis 
intoxication for ‘Driving 
Under the Influence’ ar-
rest. Statutory quantitative 
testing is now required to 
determine levels of con-
centration of an offender’s 
whole blood and/or urine 
to determine intoxication.  

The Orland Park Police 
Department had, in the 
past, entered into a con-
tract with the University of 
Illinois Chicago “Analyti-
cal Forensic Testing Labo-
ratory” (AFTL). The con-
tract has been approved 
for renewal because the 
Illinois State Police Crime 
Laboratory still does not 
have the ability to conduct 
quantitative analysis and 
has not purchased foren-
sic equipment that satisfies 
the State of Illinois statu-
tory requirement.   

The University of Il-
linois Chicago AFTL is 
fully accredited to conduct 
quantitative testing for 
cannabis (delta-9-tetrahy-
drocannabinol concentra-
tion) within a maximum 
of 21 days and can conduct 
testing for other narcot-
ics as well. It has been re-
ported that rush requests 

Tinley Park 
awarded 
$223,000 grant
by Jan Glaz 

On December 3rd the 
Village of Tinley Park ad-
opted a resolution intro-
duced by Trustee, William 
Brennan. for a sub-award 
agreement between Tin-
ley Park and the County of 
Cook in regard to emergen-
cy management and region-
al security. Brennan stated 
that Tinley Park’s Emer-
gency Management Agency 
applied for an ‘Urban Area 

Security Initiative’ (UASI) 
grant through Cook Coun-
ty’s Emergency Manage-
ment, administered by the 
State of Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency, back 
in April of 2019. 

Trustee Brennan con-
cluded, “The grant pro-
gram is designed to assist 
high-threat, high density 
urban areas in their efforts 
to build, sustain, and de-
liver capabilities necessary 
to prevent, protect against, 
mitigate, respond to, and 
recover from acts of terror-
ism. Tinley Park was award-
ed a grant in the amount of 
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Tinley Park Police Chief Matthew Walsh, left, and TInley Park 
VIllage Clerk Kristin Thirion pose with newly sworn in Police 
Officers Troy White-Meyer, second left, and Ronald Fugger.
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$223,00.00 with the Village 
matching an amount of 
$20,000 to be used for the 
Automatic License Plane 
Recognition (ALPR) Tech-
nology System Project.”  

In other official busi-
ness: Trustee Diane Galante 
motioned, and trustees 
agreed, to approve an or-
dinance reducing (abating) 
a portion of the Village of 
Tinley Park Tax Year 2019 
property taxes extended 
for Surface Shields, Inc., lo-
cated at 8451 183rd Place. 
Galante reported that back 
in July of 2017, the Village 
board adopted an induce-
ment agreement with Sur-
face Shields, Inc. to locate 
its manufacturing facility in 
Tinley Park.  

Under the agreement the 
Village agreed to abate 50% 
of the property taxes for 
a period of 4 years, if the 
company met certain crite-
ria. Surface Shields met the 
required benchmarks and 
is eligible for a tax reduc-
tion. This is the 2nd year of 
abatements under the in-
ducement agreement.   

Meeting highlight: Vil-
lage Clerk, Kristin Thirion, 
conducted a swearing cer-
emony for two new Tinley 
Park police officers, Troy 
White-Meyer and Ronald 
Fugger. Both officers were 
showered with a round of 
applause, congratulations, 
and well wishes from all 
present at the board meet-
ing.     

are honored and can be 
completed by the AFTL in 
24 hours. 

Effective January 2020 
the University’s AFTL will 
charge $180.00 per sample, 
a $5.00 increase from 2019, 
for cannabinoid quanti-
tation in either blood or 
urine; alcohol concentra-
tion testing will be $80.00 
an increase of $5.00. Ad-
ditional quantitative test-
ing of blood is quoted at 
$100.00 each. Orland Park 
stated that the maximum 
funds requested annu-
ally is an account in the 
amount of $5,000. The Po-
lice Department would ex-
pend funds from the ‘State 

Asset Forfeiture Account’ 
#027-2800-432990.      

New & Noteworthy: 
There’s something new this 
year in Orland Park. A chil-
dren’s “New Year’s Celebra-
tion”. The festivities will be 
held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 28th from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Frank-
lin Loebe Center, 14650 
Ravinia Avenue. The party 
is for children ages 3 to 
10 years old accompanied 
by a paying adult. Cost is 
$15 for residents and $20 
for non-residents. Spaces 
are going fast! For further 
information call 708-403-
7275 or visit: http://ow.ly/
AuGI50xb3TY. 
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Palos Heights 
delivers holiday 
warning 
by Jan Glaz  

City of Palos Heights 4th 
Ward Alderman, Jerry Mc-
Govern, addressed the City 
Council Meeting held on 
December 3rd and stressed 
the importance of added 
diligence regarding public 
safety during the holiday 
season.  “his shopping sea-
son when retuning to your 
car have your car keys in 
hand ready to go and as 
soon as you enter your car 
lock your door, start your 
engine, and leave.  

“When returning to your 
car with packages make 
sure you immediately put 
the items inside your trunk 
or out of sight. Christmas 
shopping is also a wonder-
ful shopping season for for 
thieves, especially when 
they see valuable purchas-
es in the back of an SUV, 
and use caution as thieves 
will try to trick you. As an 
example, one person may 
ask you to help them with 
something and when you 
turn away for a minute an-
other person will take your 
purchases.” 

In other official news: 
4th Ward Alderman, Mi-
chael McGrogan, request-
ed and Aldermen agreed 
to adopt an ordinance pro-
viding for the “Tax Levy for 
the City of Palos Heights 
for the period beginning 
January 1, 2019 and ending 
December 31, 2019 in the 
amount of $9,712,875.00”. 
Aldermen also passed a 
“Resolution Proportion-
ately Reducing all Levies 
except City Corporate, Li-
brary Corporate, and Po-
lice Pension”. 

Expenses approved by 
the city council include: 
Payment to ‘Trane’ for a 
boiler replacement unit in 

the amount of $68,299.50; 
the purchase of a John 
Deere Gator for Lake 
Katherine in the amount 
of $16,853.19 from Shore-
wood Home & Auto; pur-
chase and installation of 
replacement exterior doors 
for the City Hall electri-
cal room in the amount of 
$5,029.50, by Hobbs Over-
head Door Company; pur-
chase of new tire chang-
ing equipment from Sam’s 
Tech Supply in the amount 
of $8,295; and the replace-
ment of damaged fencing 
on College Drive and 75th 
Avenue in the amount of 
$5,986, from K-Brothers 
Fence, Inc. 

Hurley invites 
residents to 
community 
events 

As the New Year quick-
ly approaches, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is inviting local residents 
to her upcoming commu-
nity events throughout the 
month of January to meet 
with her and members 
of her staff to share their 
thoughts about issues they 
are concerned about or for 
help accessing state-relat-
ed services. 

“While I have worked to 
pass significant reforms to 
get our state back on track, 
there are still many chal-
lenges facing Illinois,” said 
Hurley. “I encourage local 
residents to stop by one of 

City of Palos Heights 4th Ward 
Alderman, Jerry McGovern  

Steppenwolf in 
rehearsals for 
Dance Nation 

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company is now in re-
hearsals with Pulitzer 
Prize Finalist Dance Na-
tion by Clare Barron, di-
rected and choreographed 
by Lee Sunday Evans. 
Steppenwolf ’s produc-
tion features ensemble 
members Audrey Fran-
cis (The Moms/Vanes-
sa), Tim Hopper (Dance 
Teacher Pat), Caroline 
Neff (Zuzu), and Karen 
Rodriguez (Amina) with 
Ariana Burks (Sofia), 
Adithi Chandrashekar 
(Connie), Shanésia Davis 
(Ashlee), Torrey Hanson 
(Luke) and Ellen Maddow 
(Maeve). A success-driv-
en pre-teen dance troupe 
finds themselves trying 
to understand their ambi-
tion, insecurities, chang-
ing bodies, rivalries and 
friendships while explor-
ing the desires, confusion 
and sometimes feral na-
ture of adolescence. 

Dance Nation opening 
is Thursday and the pro-
duction runs through Feb. 
2 in the Upstairs Theatre 
at 1650 N Halsted Street, 
Chicago, IL. Single tickets 
($20  to $94) can be got 
at the Audience Services 
at 312-335-1650 or step-
penwolf.org. Classic and 
Flex Memberships are 
currently available for the 
2019/20 Season. To pur-
chase a Membership and 
secure the best seats at 
the lowest prices, contact 
Audience Services at 312-
335-1650 or steppenwolf.
org/memberships. 

The Holiday 
Shoppe is open 
in Palos Park

The Holiday Shoppe is 
open now through Satur-
day for your last-minute 
Christmas shopping.

Hours are Monday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

We’ll deck the halls with 
silk scarves, quilted purses, 
jewelry, fused glass dishes, 
picture frames, pen sets, 
and many more fine crafts. 
You’re sure to find some-
thing for everyone on your 
list, and best of all, you’ll be 
supporting local artists! 

The shop is at McCord 
Gallery and Cultural Cen-
ter, 602 W. Creek Road in 
Palos Park. Call708-671-
0648 for more information.

my upcoming community 
events to share their per-
spective on important is-
sues facing our state, or to 
share ideas for legislation 
that could help move our 
state forward.” 

During the month of 
January, Hurley is hosting 
the following free commu-
nity events: 

Extended office hours 
on Jan. 13 from 5 to 6 p.m. 
at her district office, lo-
cated at 10400 S. Western 
Ave. 

Senior Tech Tuesday on 
Jan. 14 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at her district office. 

Coffee and Conversa-
tion on Jan. 18 from 9 to 
10 a.m. at Starbucks, lo-
cated at 7202 W. 119th Pl. 
in Palos Heights. 

Satellite office hours on 
Jan. 22 from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Worth Public Library, lo-
cated at 6917 W. 111th St. 

For more information, 
contact Hurley’s constitu-
ent service office at 773-
445-8128 or RepFranHur-
ley@gmail.com.

Grant allows 
for solar panels 
installation at 
Moraine Valley

Green energy is being in-
corporated more into the 
curriculum after students 
helped install solar panels at 
Moraine Valley Community 
College. The panels were 
purchased with funds from 
a $5,000 grant from the Il-
linois Green Economy Net-
work (IGEN).

Students taking Air Con-
ditioning Theory and Ba-
sic Electrical Controls this 
semester helped install the 
solar voltaic unit, power 
cabinets, batteries and wir-
ing under the supervision 
of Tom Varlotta, adjunct 
instructor of Heating and 
Air Conditioning, and Steve 
Brasel, Mechanical Technol-
ogies department chair.

The equipment was in-
stalled on a shelf and in 
the windows of the tools 
and supplies room in the 

college’s technology build-
ing (Building T). The solar 
power apparatus will be in-
corporated into the learning 
outcomes and lesson plans 
for HAC-105 (Air Condi-
tioning Theory), HAC-111 
(Basic Electrical Controls), 
HAC-150 (Advanced Elec-
trical Controls) and HAC-
165 (Sustainable Energy).

Moraine Valley received 
the grant to implement 
educational programming 
around energy efficiency. 
The panels will not only help 
teach students, but also sup-
ply 120-volt power to some 
new refrigeration training 
boards rather than plugging 
into the college’s electrical 
power supply.

“This was a great proj-
ect that the students really 
enjoyed to install, wire and 
program. It gives them a 
firsthand experience why 
solar power is becoming 
such a big part of our indus-
try through sustainability,” 
Brasel said. “It’s great to see 
the theory of sustainable en-
ergy put into practical use.”
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Evergreen Park 
mayor happy 
with Walk and 
Talk police 
program 
by  Matt Mayer 

At the past brief Ev-
ergreen Park Board of 
Trustees meeting, Mayor 
James Sexton praised a 
program developed by 
the police department 
called Walk and Talk.  
The police officers have 
been going door to door 
visiting businesses in the 

outdoor Plaza from 9700 
S. Western Ave to 95th 
St.  The fact that police 
officers stop and talk to 
each business owner and 
their staff is well liked 
by both the businesses 
and the mayor and board 
members. Businesses are 
appreciative of the ex-
tra attention from police 
officers and are getting 
to know them by name.  
Sexton also thanked Po-
lice Chief Michael Saun-
ders and Deputy Police 
Chief Peter Donovan for 
their input into the pro-
gram. 

“Since the program be-

gan, retail theft reports 
have been quite low.  The 
police are doing a good 
job and businesses and 
shoppers appreciate the 
extra attention during 
the holiday season when 
retail theft goes up,” said 
Sexton. 

During the business 
portion of the meeting, 
the board approved an 
ordinance levying taxes 
for the Evergreen Park 
Library for the fiscal year 
which began Jan 1, 2019 
and ends Dec 31, 2019 
as well as an ordinance 
levying taxes for general 
corporate purposes for 

Justice recognizes Bethania Cemetery
by Jan Glaz

The Village of Justice 
recently conducted a cer-
emony of recognition in 
honor of Bethania Cem-
etery’s 125th Anniversa-
ry. Bethania Cemetery, a 
non-profit organization, 
is located at 7701 South 
Archer Road. Founded in 
1894, it is one of the old-
est cemeteries in the area. 
The first interment, a 10-
day old infant, occurred 
on July 22, 1894. 

Today, Bethania’s origi-
nal ‘Historic Bell’ from 
the year 1894 is tolled 
whenever a funeral pro-
cession passes through 
the cemetery gates and 
past the century-old ad-
ministration building. 

Although Bethania is a 
Christian Cemetery, it is 
recognized for serving 
families of all religions, 
cultures, and walks of life 
with compassion and in-
tegrity.  

Bethania Cemetery has 
numerous undeveloped 
acres to provide a place 
of beauty and excellence 
for future generations. 
Randy Liese is Bethania 
Cemetery’s current Su-
perintendent, 708-458-
2270, the website address 
is www.bethaniacem-
etery.com.    

In other official busi-
ness: On December 9th, 
Trustee Frances Mills, 
requested approval for a 
quote from ‘First Com-

munications’ for a new 
telephone system for the 
Justice Building Depart-
ment, Public Works, and 
Economic Development 
Department.  

“The agreement,” stat-
ed Trustee Mills, “would 
create a monthly cost of 
$522.11 plus tax and a 
one-time set up fee of 
$250.00. The item was 
postponed at this time 
and may be revisited at a 
subsequent meeting of the 
board of trustees. A new 
business, home occupa-
tion, license was granted 
for ‘Tatry Construction’ 
operating a home office 
for a painting business 
located at 8047 W. 82nd 
Street, Justice, IL.   
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Hurley invites 
local residents 
to upcoming 
community 
events 

As the New Year quick-
ly approaches, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is inviting local residents 
to her upcoming com-
munity events through-
out the month of Janu-
ary to meet with her and 
members of her staff 
to share their thoughts 
about issues they are con-
cerned about or for help  
accessing state-related 
services. 

“While I have worked 
to pass significant re-
forms to get our state 
back on track, there are 
still many challenges fac-
ing Illinois,” said Hurley. 
“I encourage local resi-
dents to stop by one of 
my upcoming commu-
nity events to share their 
perspective on important 
issues facing our state, or 
to share ideas for legisla-
tion that could help move 
our state forward.” 

During the month of 
January Hurley is hosting 
the following free com-
munity events: 

Extended office hours 

on Jan. 13 from 5 to 6 
p.m. at her district office, 
located at 10400 S. West-
ern Ave. 

Senior Tech Tuesday 
on Jan. 14 from 10 a.m. 
to noon at her district of-
fice. 

Coffee and Conversa-
tion on Jan. 18 from 9 to 
10 a.m. at Starbucks, lo-
cated at 7202 W. 119th Pl. 
in Palos Heights. 

Satellite office hours on 
Jan. 22 from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Worth Public Library, lo-
cated at 6917 W. 111th St. 

“Hearing the concerns 
of local residents helps 
me be a strong voice for 
our families in Spring-
field, and there are a wide 
variety of free services 
available through my of-
fice, including help with 
applications for profes-
sional licensure and 
veterans’ benefits,” con-
tinued Hurley. “I look 
forward to continued 
conversations with the 
residents of our com-
munities and discussing 
ideas on ways we can 
work together to make 
our state better for all 
that live here.” 

For more informa-
tion, contact Hurley’s 
constituent service of-
fice at 773-445-8128 or  
RepFranHurley@gmail.
com. 

Bethania Cemetery, 7701 South Archer Road, Justice IL  

fiscal year beginning Nov 
1, 2018 and ending Oct 
31, 2019.   

The following business 
licenses were approved:  
Christ Centered Church 
of Chicago at 2823-2825 
W. 87th St. for additional 
office space for counsel-
ing services; Snipes at 
9518 S. Western Ave for 
sales of footwear and 
apparel.   Dales Barber 
Shop at 3572 W. 95th St. 
was also approved. The 
mayor shared a story 

about being in Dale’s fa-
ther’s Evergreen Park 
barbershop when his son 
was a little boy. He was 
playing around and blew 
out the air-conditioning 
in the shop. Dale’s dad 
didn’t yell at his son or 
him but the mayor has  
always felt bad about 
blowing out the air-
conditioner on the hot-
test day of the year. The 
mayor welcomes Dale’s 
Barbershop back into Ev-
ergreen Park.  

Steppenwolf in 
rehearsals for 
Dance Nation 

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company is now in re-
hearsals with Pulitzer 
Prize Finalist Dance Na-
tion by Clare Barron, di-
rected and choreographed 
by Lee Sunday Evans. 
Steppenwolf ’s produc-
tion features ensemble 
members Audrey Fran-
cis (The Moms/Vanes-
sa), Tim Hopper (Dance 
Teacher Pat), Caroline 
Neff (Zuzu), and Karen 
Rodriguez (Amina) with 
Ariana Burks (Sofia), 
Adithi Chandrashekar 
(Connie), Shanésia Davis 
(Ashlee), Torrey Hanson 
(Luke) and Ellen Maddow 
(Maeve). A success-driv-
en pre-teen dance troupe 
finds themselves trying 
to understand their ambi-
tion, insecurities, chang-
ing bodies, rivalries and 
friendships while explor-
ing the desires, confusion 
and sometimes feral na-
ture of adolescence. 

Dance Nation opening 
is Thursday and the pro-
duction runs through Feb. 
2 in the Upstairs Theatre 
at 1650 N Halsted Street, 
Chicago, IL. Single tickets 
($20  to $94) can be got 
at the Audience Services 
at 312-335-1650 or step-
penwolf.org. Classic and 
Flex Memberships are 
currently available for the 
2019/20 Season. To pur-
chase a Membership and 
secure the best seats at 
the lowest prices, contact 
Audience Services at 312-
335-1650 or steppenwolf.
org/memberships. 
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Margo McDermed, the 37th District 
State Republican Rep. endorses 
August (O'Neill) Deuser for State 
Senate in 2020 for the 19th District. Ed 
Ronkowski, the former Will County 
Republican Chairman also endorses

August (O'Neill) Deuser
for Illinois Senate in 2020

www.deuser.us
God Bless
Our Vets!

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Committeeman August Deuser 
is running for state Senate 

August (O'Neill) Deuser 
is the Committeeman for 
the 2nd Precinct in Mokena. 
August received 83,000 votes 
when ran against Bobby 
Rush for Congress. Most of 
his votes came from southern 
Cook and Will Counties. Au-
gust was a third generation 
police officer before he went 
back to school to earn his 

education degree from the 
University of Illinois. August 
taught students with emo-
tional conditions for 25 years. 
He has his Masters in Educa-
tion from Lewis University. 

His wife of 38 years and 
their two sons also graduated 
from Lewis University. Visit 
his website, deuser.us. Vote 
for BIG IRISH on March 17. 

Past and present Tinley Park mayors visit Budingen, Germany 
Mayor Jacob Vanden-

berg, Village Manager Dave 
Niemeyer, former Mayor 
Edward J. Zabrocki and 
members of the Tinley Park 
Sister Cities Commission 
recently traveled to Budin-
gen, Germany to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Sister City relationship be-
tween the two communities. 

At a formal recognition 
ceremony on Dec. 6, Mayor 
Vandenberg and Budin-
gen Burgermeister (Mayor) 
Erich Spamer reaffirmed 
their mutual commitment 
to strengthening under-
standing, cooperation and 
friendship between Tinley 
Park and Budingen. 

"As I reflect back on the 
30th Anniversary Jubilee of 
the Tinley-Budingen Sister 
Cities partnership and my 
recent trip to Budingen, I’m 

reminded that now more 
than ever that unity, trust 

and friendship must be the 
bedrock of our commit-

ment to community," Van-
denberg said. "What started 
off as a 'trip' quickly trans-
formed into a formative, 
powerful experience for all 
involved." 

“The friendship between 
our two villages is some-
thing very special," Zabrocki 
said. "It represents people of 
two different languages and 
cultures coming together 
with the common goal of 
understanding each other. 
Sadly, this is something very 
missing in our world today. 
I wish we could take that 
positive relationship and 
sprinkle it around the world 
for all to enjoy!” 

The Village encourages 
residents to explore the 
work of the Sister Cities 
Commission and all of its 
commissions, and look for 
ways to get involved! 

Lipinski urges congressional leaders to protect patients from surprise medical bills
U.S. Representatives Dan 

Lipinski (IL-3), Mike Gal-
lagher (WI-8), Cindy Axne 
(IA-3), and Abigail Span-
berger (VA-7) recently called 
on House and Senate leader-
ship to consider legislation 
that would put an end to the 
expensive surprise medical 

bills patients receive when 
they are unable to select a 
healthcare provider and re-
ceive out of network care. 
The members, in a letter to 
the legislative leaders, also 
indicated their preference 
for ending surprise medi-
cal bills though proposals 

that concurrently maximize 
savings to healthcare con-
sumers, lower insurance 
premiums, and provide for 
meaningful deficit reduction 
to the federal government. 

Surprise medical bills are 
especially common after a 
patient visits the emergency 
room, or after a patient re-
ceives treatment from an 
out-of-network physician at 
an in-network hospital. Ac-
cording to a recent analysis 
by the Health Care Cost In-
stitute, 16.5% of emergency 
room visits nationally in 
2017 included out-of-net-

work claims from emergen-
cy medicine specialists.  

“Congress can and should 
take action right now to help 
protect patient from sur-
prise billing,” the members 
wrote. “First, we can take the 
patient out of the middle of 
payment disputes between 
insurers and out-of-network 
providers. Secondly, we can 
resolve the market failures 
that have led to surprise 
billing in the first place and 
provide for a mechanism 
for providers and insurers 
to resolve payment conflicts 
in a transparent, predictable 

way.” 
Several different propos-

als been introduced to ad-
dress this issue, including 
legislation from the Senate 
Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions 
(HELP) that bans surprise 
billing and requires insur-
ers to reimburse out-of-net-
work providers at the same 
rate as the median payment 
for in-network providers.  

According to the nonpar-
tisan Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO), of the sur-
prise billing-ending propos-
als that reduce the deficit, 

A delegation of Tinley Park officials, including former Mayor 
Edward J. Zabrocki, second left, and Mayor Jacob Vanden-
berg, right, visited sister city Budingen, Germany, and its 
“burgermeister” (mayor), Erich Spamer, this month.

savings range from $9 bil-
lion to $25 billion. 

Download your 
property tax bill

Next year’s First Install-
ment Cook County prop-
erty tax bills are available on 
cookcountytreasurer.com, 
three months before the due 
date, Treasurer Maria Pap-
pas said.  

Tax Year 2019 First Install-
ment taxes, due March 3, are 
55% of the previous year’s 
total tax, Pappas said. Prop-
erty owners should consult 
with a tax professional about 
income tax deductions.

“By knowing now what 
the tax bill is, homeowners 
can decide whether to pay 
next year’s taxes before De-
cember 31,” Pappas said. 

You may look up your 
tax bill with your address 
or 14-digit Property Index 
Number (PIN). The website 
is the most convenient way 
to pay.   

To make a payment, go to 
cookcountytreasurer.com: 

•Select the blue box la-
beled “Pay Online for Free” 

•Enter your address or 
PIN  

•There is no fee if you pay 
from your bank account 

The treasurer’s office ac-
cepts partial payments. But 
all taxes must be paid by the 
due date to avoid the interest 
charge of 1.5% per month 
mandated by Illinois law. 
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL
FREE Spend $20 Receive $22

Spend $50 Receive $60
Spend $100 Receive $130
Now through New Year’s Day

125 lb Giant Load Washer
  FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

 

DECEMBER SPECIAL
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! SEASON’S GREETINGS!

Soap Opera
Open24 hrs.

7 days a week*

1

For the person 
who has 
everything, 
give a
Soap Opera Laundromat

GIFT CARD
Available at SoapOperaLaundromats.com

Drop-Off Laundry
We will

Wash, Dry, Fold
Your Clothes for only

$125
lb

Password Protected

FREE Wi-Fi

3-32” HDTVS

– WEDNESDAY SPECIAL –
DOUBLE-LOAD
WASHES

$ 991

*With our Wash Club Membership

access card

Fill your Soap Opera Drop-Off Laundry Bag
& we’ll Wash, Dry, and Fold your clothes for
$10.00 OFF the current Laundry Bag Price

Laundromat
9624 S. Roberts Road

Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com
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Bingo Every Sunday!
Doors Open at 4:30

Bonanza Starts at 6:30
Bingo to follow

Food Kitchen | Bar | Gaming Machines

Evergreen Park American Legion
9701 S. Kedzie, Evergreen Park, IL

708-422-9513
alpost845il@aol.com

Serving Businesses & Individual Homes Since 1979

Call Us!708-598-3819Veteran's Family

www.hayscleaning.com
www.helping-our-heros.com
www.facebook.com/hayscleaning

*Offer expires 12/25/19.
Can be used until 1/31/20.

Not Valid with Other Offers.
Reg. Rate $35/Hr.

Insured - Free Estimates - OfferCode DC19

Buy Three 3-hr. cleanings for $315,
get one 3-hr cleaning FREE Value $420

Buy Three 5-hr. cleanings for $525,
get one 5-hr cleaning FREE Value $700

HAYS Cleaning, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated - Service is Our Best Product

St. Bernadette Parish
9343 S. Francisco Ave.

Evergreen Park, IL
708-422-8995

Christmas Mass Schedule
Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. Mass
Caroling begins around 20 minutes before the start of Mass

Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass

Caroling begins around 20 minutes before the start of Midnight Mass
8:30 a.m. Morning Mass • 10:30 a.m. Morning Mass

Wednesday, January 1 –
New Year’s Day/Solemnity of Mary

10:30 a.m. Mass

Fun and games 
at Greenhill 
Public Library

Board Games and Mug 
Cakes: Come to the Library 
to make a yummy mug cake! 
Enjoy your delicious creation 
while playing board games 
with your friends. Ages 10-
17. Limit 30. 6-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 6.

Bingo: Join us for an eve-
ning of action-packed bingo 
excitement! Winners will 
receive gift cards and other 
prizes! Light refreshments 
will be served. Ages 18 and 
up. Limit 75. 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. .

3D Snowflake Art: Skill 
Level: Easy. Learn how to 
make your own wall art!  
We will learn how to con-
struct a three-dimensional 
snowflake and mount it to 
wooden pallets. All supplies 
will be provided. Patrons are 
limited to registering for only 
one session. Ages 16 and up. 
Limit 20 per session. 2 or 6 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 9.

Passport Pals: Come to 
the Library and explore the 
world! Every month we will 
travel to a new country to 
learn about their history and 
culture. Children ages 7 and 
up. Limit 25. 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 10

Chocolate Desserts with 
Chef Maddox: Chef Mad-
dox returns to demonstrate 
how to make delicious des-
serts featuring chocolate! 
Recipes and samples provid-
ed. Ages 16 and up. Limit 75. 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
15. Register at greenhillsli-
brary.org.

History of the Chicago 
Auto Show: Relive the de-
buts of the legendary vehicles 
during a fast-paced, highly 
visual presentation on the 
history of the Chicago Auto 
Show presented by Mitch 
Frumklin. Mitch has spent 
many years covering the au-
tomotive industry as well as 
the auto show circuit, and 
he has written several books 
on the subject. Ryba’s Fudge, 
the official confection of the 
Chicago Auto Show since 
the late 1950s, will be served. 
Ages 16 and up. Limit 90. 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23. 
Register online at green-
hillslibrary.org

Green Hills Public Li-
brary is at 10331 S. Interlo-
chen Drive, Palos Hills. Call 
708-598-8446 or visit green-
hillslibrary.org to learn more.

Rockin’ New 
Year’s Eve Bash 

Enjoy Your 2019 Holiday 
season at VFW Post 2791. 

As Willie Wonka says 
we all know to be true, “so 
little time so much to do”. 
Take some time out, catch 
your breath from your 
Christmas shopping and 
Christmas and New Year’s 
decorating and stop by the 
“V”. We have a great holi-
day atmosphere and you 
can enjoy a little holiday 
refreshment with family 
and friends. 

Don’t forget to get your 
tickets for our back by pop-
ular demand “Rockin’ New 
Year’s Eve Bash”. Everyone 
had such a great time we 
just had to do it again. $10 
gets you in the door and 
for another $10 you can re-
serve a full table.

Even though we will have 
some food for everyone 
to enjoy we ask that you 
bring something (Appetiz-
ers, Finger Foods and Des-
serts) to add to the feast. 
Last year everyone was so 
generous it made for an 
outstanding event.  We will 
have a countdown at Mid-
night, Champagne Toast 

and sing Auld Lang Syne 
together. You can enjoy the 
entire evening in a friendly 
and safe atmosphere. We 
have parking out front and 
across the street as well. 

MVCC offers 
sex harassment 
training

Effective Jan. 1, sexual 
harassment training is re-
quired for everyone who 
holds various Illinois pro-
fessional licenses. Moraine 
Valley Community College 
training is $25 and offered 
for social workers, public 
accountants, professional 
counselors, massage thera-
pists, nursing home ad-
ministrators, occupational 
therapists and nurses.

Training times are 5:30-
7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29; 
9-10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
22; 5:30-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 25; 9-10:30 
a.m. Saturday, April 18; 
and 5:30-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 29.

To register, email com-
munityeducation@morai-
nevalley.edu or call (708) 
974-5735.

Palos Heights community rallies for crisis center 
Palos Heights busi-

ness owner Scott Farrow 
wanted to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of his 
company, United Insur-
ance Services Ltd.  He 
threw a huge party, turned 
it into a fundraiser and 
unveiled a brand new box 
truck which he donated 
to the Crisis Center for 
South Suburbia.  The Cri-
sis Center supports adults 
and children who are vic-
tims of domestic violence 
through a 24-hour hot-
line, emergency shelter, 
housing, counseling, edu-
cation and outreach pro-
grams.

“The truck was an an-
swer to our prayers,” said 
Lorri Nagle, Director of 
Development at the Crisis 
Center.  “We were using an 
old cargo van to transport 
donations and furniture, 
and that vehicle was on its 
last legs.” Staff and volun-
teers at the Crisis Center 
quickly learned that while 
the new truck opened up 
many opportunities to 
transport donations and 
help victims move to safe 

housing, the threshold of 
the truck was nearly four 
feet of the ground making 
it challenging to load and 
unload it.

Maintenance staff at the 
Crisis center suggested a 
lift gate be installed and 
initial inquiries put the tab 
at over $4,000. The Cen-
ter’s tight budget could 
not absorb the expense so 
Nagle began reaching out 
to local civic clubs for sup-
port and the “Lift Me Up 
Campaign” was born.

Bill Paglia, President 
of Orland Park/Palos Ro-
tary, was the first to ask 
how their club could help.  
Soon after, Paglia con-
nected Nagle to other local 
civic clubs including Mo-
raine Valley Rotary and 
the Orland Park Kiwanis 
Club.  “We were happy to 
help lead the campaign 
and encourage others to 
support it too.  It’s what 
Rotary is all about and our 
club has been supporting 
the Crisis Center for many 
years,” said Paglia. Finally, 
Scott Farrow, the donor of 
the truck, stepped in with 

a donation and the fund-
raising campaign for the 
project was complete.

Kiwanis member Scott 
Kallemyn, of Kallemyn 
Collision, helped by nego-
tiating the cost of the lift 
and installation.  “Scott 
came to the rescue as 
we really didn’t have the 
knowledge we needed to 
choose the right lift gate. 
With his guidance we got 
the right lift and a great 
price too,” said Nagle. 

Today, the Crisis Center 
truck, featuring its new lift 
gate, can be seen traveling 
through the south sub-
urbs carrying donations 
and furniture to and from 
the agency’s Neat Repeats 
Resale shops in Worth and 
Orland Park, new client 
homes, and the agency’s 
other sites.

The Crisis Center has 
been a beacon of hope 
and educated more than 
60,000 people over the 
past 40 years.  To learn 
more about the Crisis 
Center for South Subur-
bia, visit www.crisisctr.
org.
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The Blake Hotel unveils a Winter Garden at 
their Rooftop Restaurant and Bar in New Haven 

High George, the rooftop 
restaurant and bar at The 
Blake Hotel has been trans-
formed into a Winter Gar-
den with a magical culinary 
adventure and experience 
for guests and patrons this 
season. RMS Companies, 
the owner of The Blake Ho-
tel and award-wining chefs, 
Tyler Anderson and Ashley 
Flagg have designed a ven-
ue for guests to enjoy new 
winter dishes along with 
hot cocktails created by re-
nowned master mixologist 
and partner, Tim Cabral. 

New winter items in-
clude: Cheese fondue for 

two, charcuterie, melted 
raclette cheese, butternut 
bisque, mushroom skew-
ers, chicken schnitzel, kale 
and apple salad and dark 
chocolate fondue for des-
sert.  Seasonal cocktails have 
been categorized as Double 
Black Diamond, Some Like 
it Hot and Bunny Slopes and 
include: Spiked Lodge Hot 
Chocolate, Grand Central 
Cider, a Hot Toddy Pot (1½ 
servings) Mulled Wine and 
House Made Mulled Cider. 

The rooftop space is deco-
rated with snow covered 
pine trees and branches, 
twinkling lights, cozy win-

ter blankets and pillows, 
lanterns and candle-lit ta-
bles. High George is open 
Wednesday through Satur-
days, 5 p.m. to closing, happy 
hour specials occur 5-7 p.m. 
and special chef pop-ups on 
selected weekends will often 
include Sundays. 

“We are thrilled to be able 
to offer our popular rooftop 
restaurant and bar to guests 
throughout the winter 
months,” said Tom Sullivan, 
General Manager of The 
Blake Hotel.  “The initial 
response to the design and 
food and beverage offerings 
has been overwhelming.”  

Tyler Anderson, Execu-
tive Chef of High George 
and Hamilton Park, both lo-
cated inside the Connecticut 
based boutique hotel stated, 
“Rooftops are well sought 
after as a destination, so we 
look forward to offering a 
unique opportunity for peo-
ple to meet and enjoy our 
culinary experiences in our 
different spaces.” For more 
information and to “Stay in 
the Know” individuals and 
groups interested may call 
the hotel directly at (203) 
390-5352 and sign up for 
the hotel newsletter at www.
blakenewhavenhaven.com 

Give your Keto diet a kick 
(NAPS) When you’re 

looking to add some excite-
ment and variety to your 
Keto routine, Lindsay Olives 
are the answer. Loaded with 
antioxidants, healthful fats 
and important phytonutri-
ents, olives add a nutritious 
boost and savory goodness 
to just about anything.

You can change up your 
meal routine with these 
olive-rich, Keto-friendly 
ideas:

1. Enjoy a portable after-
noon snack: Pack a handful 
of pistachios or almonds in 
a snack bag and grab a Lind-
say Snack and Go! olive cup. 
Olives—such as Black Ripe 
or Pimento Stuffed—are 
great for satisfying hunger. 

2. Create a crowd-worthy 
appetizer: Thread mozza-
rella balls, salami, prosciutto 
and black and green olives 
on bamboo skewers for a 
salty and delicious appe-
tizer.

3. Work up a wonderful 
weekday breakfast or week-
end brunch: Scramble two 
eggs in Lindsay EVOO and 
mix in a teaspoon or two 
of sliced or chopped olives 
and a handful of shredded 
cheddar cheese. When fin-
ished, garnish with chopped 
chives.

4. Prepare a phenom-
enal dinner (with leftovers 
for lunch): Try this recipe 
for Taco-Stuffed Spaghetti 
Squash.

Ingredients
2 lb. spaghetti squash
2 tablespoons Lindsay Extra 

Virgin Olive Oil, separated
1 cup diced red onion
3 cloves garlic
1 lb. ground chicken
1 14 oz. can diced tomatoes
1 teaspoon cumin
2 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon salt
12.25 oz. can Lindsay Cali-
fornia Black Sliced Olives
2 limes, 1 for wedges
1½ cup Monterey jack 
cheese
1 avocado, diced
1 large tomato, diced
1 jalapeño, sliced
½ cup Lindsay California 
Black Medium Olives

Preheat oven to 400 de-
grees. Place whole squash 
into microwave and cook 
for 3 minutes. This makes it 
easier to cut in half. When 
done, cut in half and scrape 
out the seeds. Drizzle 1 tea-
spoon oil over each half and 
rub it around until the whole 
inside is coated. Sprinkle 
with salt and pepper. Then 
place squash halves on a 
parchment-lined baking 
sheet center down, so it lays 
flat. Bake for 50 minutes.

Meanwhile, dice onion 
and mince the jalapeño and 
garlic. Heat a large sauté 
pan over medium-high 
heat. Pour 2 teaspoons of oil 
into the pan, then add the 

Cocktails & Banquet Room

Take us home for the Holidays
Make Reservations Early for New Years Eve • Catering available

Merry

Christmas

Monday 4pm-10pm, Tuesday-Thursday 11am-2pm 4pm-10pm
Friday 11am-2pm 4pm-11pm, Saturday 4pm-11pm, Sunday 3pm-9pm

Capri Ristorante Italiano
12307 S. Harlem Ave., Palos Heights, IL

708-671-1657

Rosangela’s
Pizza Restaurant

2807 W. 95 Street
Evergreen Park, IL

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year

708-422-2041
Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 11 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 11 pm

Sunday 1 pm - 10 pm • Closed Tuesday
Dine In • Carry Out • Delivery • Catering

Since 1955

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Dine In or Carry Out

We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Top Notch Burgers

Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm • Friday & Saturday 7:30am-8:30pm

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

VELVET CAKE
BAKERY

5168 W. 95th St., Oak Lawn
(708) 424-2095

European Bakery  •  Wedding Cakes  •  Christmas Cookies
Gingerbread Cookies  •  Chalka Bread  •  Strudels

Christmas Cakes  •  Poppy Seed Roll  •  Kolackys  •  Crullers
Pies  •  Golabki/Cabbage Rolls  •  Pierogi  •  Order Early!

Tues-Fri 6am-6pm • Sat 6am-4pm • Sun 8am-1pm
Christmas Eve 6am-1pm • Closed Christmas Day • 12/26 6am-4pm

chicken, ¾ cup onion and 
garlic. Cook until chicken 
is cooked through. Add to-
matoes, cumin, chili powder 
and salt to chicken mixture. 
Stir to combine, bringing 
mixture to a boil. Cook un-
covered for 15 minutes to 
reduce the liquid, stirring 
occasionally. Remove from 
heat. Stir in the olives and 
juice from the lime. 

When the squash is done, 
scrape the inside with a fork 
to release from edge, creat-
ing a little nest in each half. 
Put ¼ of the chicken mix-
ture in each half. Put ¼ cup 

cheese over the top of each 
half, then place back into 
the oven for 5 minutes or 
until cheese is melted. 

Top with sliced avocado, 
diced tomatoes, onions, ja-
lapeño, whole olives and a 
lime wedge.

Grilled sweet potatoes
(NAPS) The next time 

you’re firing up the outdoor 
grill (or indoor grill pan, 
for that matter), throw on 
a sweet potato or two. An 
easy, healthy side dish with 
a huge wow factor, grilled 
sweet potatoes are nutrient 

rich, high in fiber and abso-
lutely delicious. And they go 
great with burgers, steaks, 
chops, chicken or pretty 
much anything off the grill.

Start with this basic reci-
pe, and if you’re feeling cre-
ative, try different shapes 
like sweet potato coins or 
steak fries. Or add your 
favorite herbs and spices, 
such as chopped fresh rose-
mary, thyme, cinnamon or 
smoked paprika.

Ingredients
1 lb orange- or yellow/
white-fleshed sweet pota-

toes, cut lengthwise into 
3/4-inch wedges
1½ tbsp olive oil
1 tsp salt, plus more for 
sprinkling

Heat a grill or grill pan to 
medium-high. Meanwhile, 
in a large bowl, combine 
sweet potatoes, oil and salt. 
Arrange sweet potatoes on 
the grill or grill pan and 
cook until lightly charred 
and tender, 6 to 8 minutes, 
turning halfway through. 
Sprinkle with more salt and 
serve.

Serves 3 or 4.



The Center 
holding holiday 
services

Yule Log Service Sun-
day Dec. 22, 7:30 p.m.: 
The Yule Log Service is a 
family-friendly evening 
at The Center, featuring 
Christmas carols, scrip-
ture, stories, and a variety 
of old-fashioned tradi-
tions. The highlight of 
each service is the light-
ing of the huge log and 
the opportunity for each 
participant to throw his 
or her own twig into the 
fire, symbolizing a fresh 
start for the new year. Spe-
cial music by The Center 
Singers, the Christmas 
scripture from Luke 2 read 
by Chris Hopkins, and 
the "Night Before Christ-
mas" poem read by Megan 
Wells make the Yule Log 
Service a night of warm 
fellowship, good cheer, 
and Christmas spirit. In 
order to make the experi-
ence both wonderful and 
safe, there is an attendance 
limit and so advance tick-
ets are required. The tick-
ets are actually name tags, 
so that they can be worn 
at the Yule Log Service. 
Those interested are en-
couraged to get nametag-
tickets early to insure a 
place in this wonderful 
and traditional Christ-
mas evening. $10 advance 
tickets required, available 
at the Lodge. The Center, 
12700 Southwest Highway, 
Palos Park. 

Children’s Christmas 
Eve Service Tuesday Dec. 
24, 3 p.m.: This is one of 
two services at The Cen-
ter on Christmas Eve. This 
earlier of the two services 
is geared toward fami-
lies with young children. 
All are welcome to bring 
their families to celebrate 
the birth of Christ in our 
world. Please note: The 
separate service geared 
towards adults (and older 
children) takes place at 
4:30 p.m. in the Lodge, 

which is located on the 
west side of Southwest 
Highway. There are no 
chapel services at The 
Center on Christmas Day. 
The Anderson Center, 
12700 Southwest Hwy 
(east side of the Highway), 
Palos Park. 

Candlelight Commu-
nion Service Tuesday 
Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m.: This 

is the later of two services 
at The Center on Christ-
mas Eve. The Great Hall 
of the Lodge will be aglow 
with candles, scripture, 
communion, and song at 
this service for adults and 
older children. This is a 
celebration of Christ in our 
world. There are no chapel 
services at The Center on 
Christmas Day. The Cen-

ter, 12700 Southwest Hwy 
(west side of the Highway), 
Palos Park. 708-361-3650

Keep the 
wreath red!

The Tinley Park Fire De-
partment urges everyone 
to help “Keep the Wreath 
Red” through Jan. 2.

The fire department 
has placed a wreath illu-
minated with red bulbs in 
front of Fire Station No. 46, 
17355 S. 68th Court; Fire 
Station No. 48, 9191 W. 
175th St.; and Fire Station 
No. 49, 7801 W. 191st St.

If a fire occurs during the 
holiday season in which 
holiday decorations are 
determined to be involved, 
one of the red bulbs will be 
changed to a white bulb. 
This will serve as a remind-
er of the safety precautions 

that should be taken dur-
ing the holidays.

Celebrate at 
St. Damian

St. Damian Catholic 
Church, 5300 155th St. in 
Oak Forest, is holding sev-
eral Masses for the holidays. 

Christmas Eve Masses 
will be at 3 p.m., 3: 15 p.m. 
(Shaw Hall), 4:30 p.m., 6 
p.m. and midnight.

Christmas Day Masses 
will be at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

A New Year's Eve Mass 
will be held at 5 p.m. and 
New Year's Day Masses will 
be at 9 and 10:30 a.m.
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The gals at Class Act Travel would like to wish you and yours
a Blessed Christmas filled with Good Cheer and a Tremendous

New Year filled with love, laughter and good health.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Ginnie, Marilyn and Kathy

6946 W. 111th Street, Worth
(708) 448-6560

classacttravel@hotmail.com
Open evenings by Appointment Only

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

Congratulations to Jr. Girl Scout Troop 60315 for taking first 
place in the 2019 Oak Forest Trim-a-Tree contest. Visit the 
photo album on Facebook and see all the amazing trees from 
this year's participants. 

Congrats, girls, on 
your tree-trim win!

Tuesday, December 31st, 2019 

7:00 p.m. till 1:00 a.m.

New Years Eve Party

Dinner ~ Open Bar ~ Music by:
D.J. Mike “The Italian Stallion”

Champagne Fountain
Donation: $40 per person

Please purchase tickets by Friday, December 27, 2019

Johnson-Phelps VFW Post #5220
9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL • 708-423-5220 

Families attend the Christmas Eve Kids' Service at The Center 
last year.

The Tinley Park Fire Depart-
ment is urging residents to 
keep fire safety in mind this 
holiday season.
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Wishes y� a Happy H�iday!

Mariyana
Spyropoulos

President

Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District

(312) 751-5650

ChristmasChristmasChristmas   
James J. Sexton, Mayor 
Catherine Aparo, Village Clerk 
Trustees: 
Norm Anderson, Kelly Burke, Carol Kyle 
Mark Marzullo, James McQuillan, Mark Phelan 

 

MerryMerryMerry      

May Peace, Joy, Hope and
Happiness be yours during
this Christmas Season and
throughout the New Year!

Barbara M. Harrison
Clerk

Charles E. Tokar
Mayor

TRUSTEES
Edmund M. Kowalski Lisel Kwartnik John "Jack" Lind
William R. McFarland Roger W. Meslar Debby Pyznarski

The Village of Chicago Ridge

US AT THE VILLAGE VIEW 
Happy (almost) New Year! 

Would you like our 2020 Media Kit?
Email the Village View at vvnew@

sbcglobal.net or call 708-425-1910.

Library gets early Christmas gift
The Friends of the Or-

land Park Public Library 
presented checks of $10,000 
and $2,000 to the Orland 
Park Public Library, 14921 
S. Ravinia Avenue.  

The $10,000 was the 
winter donation to library 
programming. The $2,000 
check was a special dona-
tion in the name of a former 
library trustee who had pass 
away, Jay Parker.

“Mr. Parker was a board 
member for over 25 years, 
and he was a voracious 
reader,” said Friends Trea-
surer Mary Ann Ahl. 

Ahl is a former library 

board member herself. 
Now, she serves on the 
board of the Friends of the 
Orland Park Public Library. 
Ahl asked event attend-
ees to consider joining the 
Friends. 

“We are grateful for the 
Friends’ continued sup-
port,” said Library Director 
Weimar.  

The Friends and library 
representatives will meet 
after the library renovation 
to determine what is to be 
done with the $2,000. The 
Friends will likely dedicate a 
shelf or bench at the library 
in Jay Parker’s name. 

Friends Treasurer Mary Ann Ahl presented checks for $10,000 
and $2,000 to Library Director Mary Weimar. 

Happy Holidays and
Good Health in the New Year!

Palos Township Officials

Jane Nolan
Clerk

Robert E. Maloney
Assessor

Gene Adams
Highway Commissioner

Sharon Brannigan
Trustee

Pamela Jeanes
Trustee

Richard Riley
Trustee

Brent Woods
Trustee

Colleen Grant Schumann
Supervisor

We Wish You A
Merry Christmas And 

A Happy And Healthy New Year
Village of Midlothian

Gary L’Heureux, Mayor
Allen Moskal, Village Clerk

Trustee Kathy Caveney
Trustee Sandi Crowley

Trustee Jerry Gillis
Trustee Carl Ivan

Trustee Don Killelea
Trustee Karen Kreis

WORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
6917 W. 111th Street

Worth, IL
708-448-2855 www.WorthLibrary.com

Happy Holidays

Happy Holidays
from

Hills Chamber of Commerce
8632 West 103rd Street
Suite A, Palos Hills, IL

708-233-6860
http://thehillschamber.org
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PETS Book
ReviewANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
ANIMAL KRACKERS

PET CENTER
Premium Dog and Cat food,

Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.
Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,

small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Cherished Pets Remembered Pet Crematorium
Offering only private/individual pet cremation services. 

Affordable prices, cremation witnessing and private viewing 
room available at no additional charge.

To learn more go to CherishedPetsRemembered.com or 
call 1-800-497-4901.

Part of and a separate facility located in the
Damar-Kaminski Funeral Home & Crematorium, 7861 S. 88Th Ave., Justice

Mark & Laura Kaminski Owners

Pre-school & Kindergarten

3-6 Years Old
1/2 Day Extended Day 5 Hrs
& Full Day Classes Available

Open Registration

(708) 444-1574

ABC C
A
T

Oak Lawn Montessori School

(708) 499-1574

Oak View Center - Room 8
4625 West 110 Street • Oak Lawn, Il

There There by Tommy Orange, 
(Knopf 2018)
By Lorraine Schmall 

It’s impossible to read There There by Tommy Or-
ange without holding your breath. The drumbeat of 
doom begins on page one. Orange’s genius is in mak-
ing us very quickly care about his characters, a dozen 
urban Native Americans, ranging from young teenagers 
to grandparents, almost all family, who speed purpose-
fully but heedlessly toward the “Big Oakland Powwow” 
with headdresses and old beaus and 3D guns, into the 
maws of sadness and loss. There are times when we can’t 
tell if we are reading or watching a movie. Orange has 
one young, nerdy Native fly his drone over the Powwow 
from his nearby yard to make our view of the events in-
finitely more intimate and frightening.  

Unsure if the characters are more Twelve Apostles 
(with a Judas among them) or the Dirty Dozen, Or-
ange describes them with such compassion, so swiftly 
and precisely, we keep hoping they can be saved. There 
are women among them, and spiritual leaders, and re-
formed alcoholics and proud parents — all of whom 
have life stories that are, at once, rife with tragedy and 
brimming with triumph. Orange lets us peek at their 
childhoods and then moves them each to the time 
just before the Powwow. As urban “Indians and Na-
tive Americans, American Indians and Native Ameri-
can Indians, North American Indians, Natives, NDNs 
(or) Ind’ins,” they have various degrees of connection 
to their culture, which is invariably centered on the res-
ervations. We see where they’ve been and why they’re 
going, and ultimately discover what happens to them in 
Oakland. 

 The book is more than a gripping drama: It is an 
education. In his “prologue” and “interlude,” Orange 
provides us with irrefutable facts about what it means, 
and has meant, to be Native in this country. While pay-
ing homage to the strength, resilience, religion and in-
tuition of his father’s people, he offers brutal examples 
from our history of violence against them. “We are our 
memory,” he says of his ancestors, and writes about their 
near-annihilation by invaders both human and biologi-
cal. Even now, Natives are significantly more likely to 
die from suicide, tuberculosis, alcoholism, car crashes, 
sexual assault and other crimes than their non-Native 
peers. We learn that most Natives — 70% — live in cit-
ies, and become homogenized while remaining “differ-
ent.” Orange told NPR: "For Native writers there's a kind 
of burden to set the record straight because it's been told 
wrong so long.” Tommy Orange tells his truth, wrapped 
up in a story we can’t put down.

PCT/CHW WEI GranT  
InformaTIonal SESSIonS

Contact:
South Suburban College Workforce 

Equity Initiative
workforceequity@ssc.edu
(708) 596-2000 ext. 2413

ssc.edu

Patient Care Technician (PCT) 
Community Health Worker (CHW) 

January 3, 2020, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
 5:00 - 6:30 PM

State Rep. Rita 
offers anti-drug 
presentation

During the first week of 
December, state Rep. Rob-
ert Rita’s staff presented “El-
ementary School Students 
in the Drug World” for the 
third through eight graders 
at Wendell Smith Elemen-
tary School.

“It’s is my goal to provide 
additional resources and op-
portunities to educate our 
children about the pitfalls of 
using drugs,” Rita said.

The goals of the presen-
tation were: why elemen-
tary school students use and 
don’t use drugs, what hap-
pens to elementary school 
students’ brains when they 
use drugs, how fast can el-
ementary school students 
become addicted to drugs 
and how elementary school 
students can discuss drug 
use with someone

Ms. Laura Rosestated 

said: “The presentation was 
entertaining, informative, 
and interactive. We will defi-
nitely have them back!”

“We have to understand 
that children as young as 8 
to 12 years old are starting to 
experiment with drugs. Let 
ususe every opportunity to 
educate our children about 
the dangers of drug use at 
that young age,” stressed Mr. 
Danny Romeo

The presentation is suit-
able for high school, middle 
school, and elementary 
school students.

To schedule a presenta-
tion, call (708) 396-2822 or 
email dromeo.28ilstaterep@
gmail.com. The presenta-
tion is about an hour.

New way to save all shelter pets
(NAPS) The lives of nearly 

733,000 cats and dogs could 
be saved with the help of 
caring humans and an inno-
vative Web-based platform 
introduced this week by Best 
Friends Animal Society.

Envisioned as a tool to 
help animal lovers help their 
communities save more pets, 
the new community lifesav-
ing dashboard combines 
groundbreaking data visual-
ization technology with the 
most comprehensive data set 
on animal welfare ever pub-
lished.

Two years in the making, 
the tool crowdsources, vali-
dates and translates complex 
data about the dogs and cats 
inU.S. shelters. It brings an 
unprecedented level of trans-
parency to the animal welfare 
movement, unlocking new 
opportunities for saving pets 
by providing a detailed pic-
ture showing precisely — on 
a city, state and community 
level — where cats and dogs 
need to be saved.

For the first time, any-
one with a smartphone or 
computer will be able to 
easily access his or her com-
munity’s snapshot of how 
many cats and dogs need to 
be saved and find tools to 
help individual shelters save 
more pets. The organization 
used independent research, 
government data and even 
FOIA requests to create the 
most comprehensivedata set 
on animal welfare ever pub-

lished.
Best Friends CEO Julie 

Castle says the investment in 
data was necessary to achieve 
the organization’s goal of 
bringing the whole country 
no-kill by 2025.

“Up until two years ago, 
we didn’t even know how 
many shelters existed,” she 
said. “How can you possibly 
save allthe animals if you 
don’t even know how many 
need to be saved?“With this 
data in hand, our goal to save 
every savable pet by 2025 is 
finally within reach.”

Visit BestFriends.
org/2025.

Kenpo Self Defense Studio
13620 S. Cicero Avenue, Crestwood, Il

PLEASE CALL US TO LEARN MORE AT
(708) 385-8800 • www.kenposchools.com

IS ANNOUNCING ITS
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

MERRY CHRISTMAS

For the month of December we are
offering discounted rates for

three months to new students.
KSDS is a family oriented Kenpo Studio 
offering self defense training through the 

ancient art of Kenpo. Our students are single 
people, moms, dads, and kids. We have a great 

atmosphere for learning and comradery.
Gift Certi�cates available.

Mon.-Fri Noon-9pm, Sat. 10am-3pm, Close Sunday

School counselor Laura Rose 
and special assistant Danny 
Romeo

28th District Illinois State Representative Robert Rita                                              December 9, 2019 
2355 York St # 2, Blue Island, IL 60406 
(708) 396-2822 

Press Release 
During the first week of December 2019, State Rep. Robert Rita’s staff presented “Elementary 
School Students in the Drug World” for the students (3rd through 8th grade) at Wendell Smith 
Elementary School. 

“It’s is my goal to provide additional resources and opportunities to educate our children about 
the pitfalls of using drugs,” emphasized Rep Rita. 

The goals of the presentation were: 

• Why elementary school students use and don’t use drugs. 

• What happens to elementary school students’ brains when they use drugs. 

• How fast can elementary school students become addicted to drugs.  

• How elementary school students can discuss drug use with someone.  
 

 

Ms. Laura Rose stated, “The presentation was 
entertaining, informative, and interactive. We will 
definitely have them back!” 
 

“We have to understand that children as young as 
8 to 12 years old are starting to experiment with 
drugs. Let us use every opportunity to educate our 
children about the dangers of drug use at that 
young age,” stressed Mr. Danny Romeo. 

School Counselor Laura Rose and Special Assistant Danny Romeo 
 

The presentation is suitable for high                     
school, middle school, and elementary 
school students. 

 
To schedule your school presentation 

 

Telephone: (708) 396-2822 
 
Email: dromeo.28ilstaterep@gmail.com 
 
The presentation is approximately 1 hour.  
                                                                                                 Students from Wendell Smith Elementary School 
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Entertainment  Theater 
By Your Entertainment Concierge 
Richard Gore 

The Holidays are a great time for entertain-
ment. Some of our recommendations for this 
special time of the year for all to enjoy are: Mid-
sommer Flight’s fifth annual holiday production 
of Shakespeare’s comedy “Twelfth Night” running 
to December 22 in the Lincoln Park Conserva-
tory. 2391 N. Stockton Dr., Chicago for reserva-
tions (www.midsommerflight.com). This beauti-
ful, and intimate production among the flowers 
and greenery is staged in present day modern 
dress with delightful music, as part of Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot’s Night Out in the Parks. 

Whenever we talk about Shakespeare, we have 
to talk about our incredible Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater on Navy Pier (312-595-5600). “Romeo 
and Juliet” running until December 22 with a 
brilliant cast of 25, is a timeless tale of love and 
tragedy. Also, for the Holiday season, “Q Brothers 
Christmas Carol” runs until December 23.  

Black Ensemble Theatre’s “The Other Cinder-
ella” runs until January 19 at 4450 N. Clark Street. 
Chicago (773-769-4491). This hit show has now 
reached it’s 43rd Anniversary and it still is not 
only an amazingly wonderful show, but it gets 
better all the time with lots of great music, dance, 
songs and laughs. 

Porchlight Music Theatre 773-777-9884, will 
present a Chicago Holiday hit “The Ruffians’ 
Burning Bluebeard” at the Ruth Page Center for 
the Performing Arts 1016 N. Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, running until December 27. In it’s 
eighth year, an annual tradition for many, the 
play is inspired by the true story of the infamous 
Iroquois Theatre Fire in 1908, The vaudevillian 
musical includes lots of clowning, tumbling and 
acrobatics. 

Some other wonderful shows for a Holiday out-
ing might be: 

Theo Ubique Cabaret Theatre will perform 
“Working” running through January 26, at the 
Howard Street Theatre 721 Howard Street, Evan-
ston, Illinois (773-347-1109). The musical is 
based on Studs Terkel’s best-selling book of inter-
views with American workers. Seven songwriters 
provide the music including Stephen Schwartz, 
James Taylor and Lin-Manuel Miranda. 

Music Theater Works 600 Emerson St. Evan-
ston (847-920-5360) will present “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” running 
December 21-31. An updated version of Andrew 
Lloyd Weber’s first big hit, staged with a full or-
chestra. 

The House Theatre of Chicago Celebrates the 
10th Anniversary of their hit production of The 
Nutcracker. The company’s Ballet-Free Adapta-
tion of the Holiday Classic will run through De-
cember 29 at The Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Di-
vision Street, Chicago (773-769-3832). This new 
adaption sparkles, as it unveils a new family por-
trait, redesigned puppets, fresh sets, costumes, 
new original songs and dialogue in honor of a 
decade of this special family tradition. 

Theatre at the Center 1040 Ridge Road, Mun-
ster, Indiana, (219-836-3255) presents Irving 
Berlin’s White Christmas running through De-
cember 22. This family favorite gives a warm and 
fuzzy feeling to all in the audience and is a won-
derful way to usher in the holiday season. So, get 
your jingle on and get ready to sing along. 

HO! HO! HO! Ho ping a wonderful Holiday 
Season for you and yours. 

Ukrainian ballet brings ‘Romeo & Juliet,” “Swan Lake” to us
The National Ballet The-

atre of Odessa, is proud to 
announce two performanc-
es coming to Chicagoland 
in January.  Featuring 55 
of Ukraine’s top perform-
ers, “Romeo & Juliet” will 
be performed at the Har-
ris Theater for Music and 
Dance, 205 E. Randolph St. 
in Chicago, Sunday, Jan. 19, 
at 3 p.m., and “Swan Lake” 
will be performed at the 
North Shore Center for the 
Performing Arts in Skokie, 
9501 Skokie Blvd., Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, at 7:30 p.m. “Romeo 
& Juliet” tickets are $55-$85 
and are available by calling 
the box office at 312-334-
7777 or through harris-
theaterchicago.org. “Swan 
Lake” tickets are $38-$68 
and are available by calling 
847-673-6300 or by visiting 
northshorecenter.org. 

“Romeo & Juliet” is a 
ballet performed in two 
acts, set to the music of 
composer Sergei Proko-
fiev, choreographed by Mi-
chael Lavrovsky, directed 
by Elena Baranovskaya and 
produced by Garri Sevoian. 
The full-scale production is 
based on the Shakespeare’s 
tragedy of two doomed 
young lovers. The principal 
dancers are Olena Dobrian-
ska as Julietand Sergii Dot-
senko as Romeo.

“Swan Lake” is a ballet in 
four acts, with one inter-
mission, also set to the mu-
sic of Prokofiev. The script 
is based on the scenario 
by Vladimir Begichev and 
Vasiliy Geltser, directed by 
Elena Baranovskaya, and 
choreographed by Marius 
Petipa, Alexander Gorsky, 
Lev Ivanov, Konstantin Ser-
geyev and Yuri Grigorovich. 
The story follows a young 
prince as he tries to free 
the beautiful swan maiden 
from an evil spell. 

Steppenwolf 
hosts 2 dynamic 
storefront 
theaters

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company is proud to host 
two bold visiting compa-
nies as part of LookOut, a 
year-round series that pres-
ents the work of artists and 
companies across genre and 
form. Steppenwolf ’s 1700 

Theatre will be the home to 
two productions from im-
pressive Chicago storefront 
theatres next year: First 
Floor Theater and Defini-
tion Theatre.  

First up is First Floor 
Theater’s Chicago premiere 
of the wonderfully strange 
production of Plano (Feb-
ruary 16 through March 
28) by Will Arbery, directed 
by Steppenwolf ensemble 

member Audrey Francis. 
Next is Definition The-
atre’s brash and uproari-
ous production of WHITE 
(April 17 through May 
24) by Definition Theatre 
ensemble member James 
Ijames, directed by Tasia A. 
Jones. This show will co-
incide with Steppenwolf ’s 
bold and inventive main 
stage production of James 
Ijames’s The Most Spec-

tacularly Lamentable Trial 
of Miz Martha Washington 
(April 2 through May 17). 

Tickets are on sale now 
through Audiences Services 
(1650 N Halsted), 312-335-
1650 and steppenwolf.org. 
Steppenwolf RED Card 
holders may use their ticket 
credits toward Plano and 
WHITE. Prices vary. For 
information, visit steppen-
wolf.org/lookout.

The National Ballet Theatre of Odessa will put on “Swan Lake” Sunday in Skokie.



Funeral Home
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International Floral
5912 W. 111th Street

Chicago Ridge
708-425-6870

www.heyflowerlady.com

WANTED 
Crafters &
Vendors

Call Debbie 708-752-5397

Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.Dependable Lawn Care, Inc.

Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discounts

708-424-4306

Residential Snow Removal

CALL NOW - SPACE IS LIMITED

Member of

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

ESTATE PLANNING
WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE

Happy Holidays!

708.839.9622
www.vdwlaw.com

KARYN R. VANDERWARREN
ATTORNEY AT LAW, CPA

Crafters 
Corner & More

Crafters Crafters 
Corner & MoreCorner & More

lawn Careattorney at law

Service DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory

Looking for a place for your Directory? Use Page 10! Call 708-425-1910 or visit vvnew.com.

Tinley Park seeks artists for 
2020’s ‘Benches’

Calling all creative types! 
The Village of Tinley Park 
will host its annual Benches 
on the Avenue public art 
program from May to Octo-
ber next year in Downtown 
Tinley and is looking for lo-
cal artists to participate. 

This year's theme is 
“Around the World” and will 
feature imaginative, three-
dimensional works that 
depict some of the most ex-
plored and fascinating travel 
destinations, vacation spots 

and/or iconic landmarks 
in the world. Those who 
are interested can fill out 
an application form https://
cms6.revize.com/revize/tin-
leypark/document_center/
Benches%20on%20the%20
Avenue/2020%20Call%20
to%20Artists.pdf and sub-
mit it by Jan. 31 with a de-
sign for review.  

For more information, 
please contact Joanne Car-
roll at jcarroll@tinleypark.
org or (708) 444-5031. 

6 quick tips for 
winter driving

(NAPS) When it comes 
to winter car care, many 
motorists tend to think of 
antifreeze and batteries—
but vehicles need extra at-
tention in winter, especially 
when the temperatures 
drop. 

“Making sure your ve-
hicle is properly prepared 
for all of winter’s elements 
will help you avoid the ag-
gravation of an unplanned 
road emergency,” says Rich 
White, executive director, 
Car Care Council.

The nonprofit Car Care 
Council offers six quick tips 
to help your vehicle per-
form at its best during cold 
weather months:

1. Keep the gas tank at 
least half full; this decreas-
es the chance of moisture 
forming in the gas lines and 
possibly freezing. 

2. Check the tire pres-
sure, including the spare, as 
tires can lose pressure when 
temperatures drop. Consid-
er special tires if snow and 
ice are a problem in your 
area. 

3. Have the exhaust sys-
tem checked for carbon 
monoxide leaks, which can 

be especially dangerous 
during cold weather driving 
when windows are closed.

4. Allow your car a little 
more time to warm up 
when temperatures are be-
low freezing, so that the oil 
in the engine and transmis-
sion circulate and get warm. 

5. Change to low-viscosi-
ty oil in winter as it will flow 
more easily between mov-
ing parts when it is cold. 
Drivers in sub-zero tem-
peratures should drop their 
oil weight from 10-W30 to 
5-W30, as thickened oil can 
make it hard to start the car.  

6. Consider using cold 
weather washer fluid and 
special winter windshield 
blades if you live in a place 
with especially harsh winter 
conditions.

Drivers should also stock 
an emergency kit with an 

ice scraper and snowbrush, 
jumper cables, flashlight, 
blanket, extra clothes, bot-
tled water, dry food snacks 
and needed medication. 
In addition, the Car Care 
Council recommends a 
thorough vehicle inspec-
tion by a trusted profes-
sional service technician, 
as winter magnifies exist-
ing problems such as pings, 
hard starts, sluggish perfor-
mance or rough idling.

The Car Care Council is 
the source of information 
for the “Be Car Care Aware” 
consumer education cam-
paign promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, 
maintenance and repair to 
consumers. To order a free 
copy of the popular Car 
Care Guide, visit the coun-
cil’s consumer education 
website at www.carcare.org. 

Santa’s safety suggestions for people, pets and packages
(NAPS) It’s near the time 

to celebrate the holidays 
with family and friends. 
The U.S. Postal Service 
has long been known as a 
Santa’s helper, and we take 
this role seriously. Here 
are some tips to help keep 
people, pets and packages 
safe.

People: Last year, 18,684 
Postal Service employees 
experienced a slip, trip or 
fall. Carriers are encour-
aged by the Postal Service 
to wear proper footwear, 
avoid areas of patchy snow 
or ice, avoid wet leaves and 
mud or cracked or uneven 
surfaces. 

Postal customers also 
have safety responsibili-
ties. 

Last year, 6,000 Postal 
Service employees and 4.5 
million Americans were 
attacked by dogs. Here’s 
what you can do to help:

1. If a carrier delivers 
mail to your door, keep the 
family dog secured.

2. Children and other 
family members should 
not take mail directly from 
carriers in the presence of 
the family dog, who may 
perceive the carrier as a 
threat.

3. If a carrier feels 
threatened by a dog, or if a 
dog is loose or unleashed, 
the owner may be asked to 
pick up mail at a Post Of-
fice until the pet has been 
restrained.

Packages: The Postal In-
spection Service is asking 
for your help to keep your 
mail and packages safe. 
Here are a few tips:

1. Don’t leave your de-
livered mail and packages 

unattended.
2. Going out of town? 

Hold your mail at your lo-
cal Post Office using the 
USPS Hold Mail service on 
www.usps.com. 

3. Customize the deliv-
ery by authorizing the car-
rier to leave it in a specified 
location. Visit usps.com, 
enter the tracking number 
in Track a Package, and se-
lect Delivery Instructions.

4. Secure the shipment 
using USPS Special Servic-
es by requiring a signature 
at the time of delivery. 

5. For your most valu-
able packages, opt for Reg-
istered Mail service, which 
receives special handling 
from mailing to delivery, 
with documentation at 
each step.

6. If you have a home 
security camera system, 
ensure it captures activ-
ity at your front door and 
mailbox, and alert your 
local Postal Inspectors of 
package thefts. 

For more great tips you 
can use during the holi-
days, and year-round, visit: 
uspis.gov. 

The Postal Service wish-
es you a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Vehicles require extra care to keep run smoothly in the winter.

Postal canine mascot 
Killian Cashew Brennan is 
“pawsing” to share a “ruff” 
statistic. 
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Electrician

Attorney

Painting

SidingCleaning

Affordable
House Cleaning

5 Hours for $99
Call Lori

630-854-1913

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!!

FREE 
ATTORNEY 

CONSULTATION 
IN HOME OR  
IN OFFICE

(Most general practice 
matters, including 
estate planning)

A SEASON FOR 
GIVING.

GIVE YOUR 
FAMILY A LITTLE 
PEACE OF MIND.

GET ALL 
THOSE LEGAL 
DOCUMENTS 

UPDATED TODAY!

Call Attorney 
Michael J. Maslanka
(312) 641-2424

Graduate Of Brother Rice 
High School and 

St. Xavier University
Attorney Over 35 Years

Professional Insured Bill’s Small
Engine Repair

• Lawn Mowers • Snow Blowers
Formers Sears Tech.

Quick Service ~ Est. 1987
Bill Borner

(708) 594-3973

Borre Electric
1 Man Stop - Me

Small Jobs
708-598-5917

Licensed & Insured 

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

JEG Painting
& Decorating

Fully Insured
Reasonable

708-566-7529

Help Wanted
Experienced

Shingler's Needed
Hourly or by Square
773-474-4963

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A+ by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Aged Oak
Firewood

1 Face $125.00
Call 708-277-5687

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198

Tripolis Roofing
& Sons

Shingle Roofs • Siding
Gutters • Windows 

Welcome Insurance Claims
Family owned &

operated over 40 years
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

License No#104016481
Free Estimates

815-485-1900
www.tripolisroofingandsons.com

Experienced Layout Person
Needed for Local Newspaper

Work in your own home
Be able to work weekends

Must have Indesign!
Call 312-841-8303

Part Time Help Wanted

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMESRoofing

Wanted

Waterproofing

Construction

Bedding

CV Houseworks
General Carpentry, Painting,

Drywall, Repairs
No Job is to Small

10% discount to Seniors & Veterans
708-682-8785

Insured

Handyman

Make money 
renting your 
second home

(NAPS) If you’re ever 
thinking about investing in a 
second home or listing your 
property as a vacation rental, 
you’ll be in good company. 
New research on the global 
second-home market re-
veals for the second straight 
year that more homeowners 
are buying a second home to 
use as a vacation rental rath-
er than for their own use. 
Just under half of surveyed 
homeowners reported buy-
ing a second home primar-
ily for use as a short-term 
rental. 

Regardless of where or 
why homeowners are buy-
ing that second home, they 
all agree on one thing: In-
ternet access is essential. 
Any internet, no matter the 
speed, is the most impor-
tant feature to homeowners 
planning to buy a second 
home. After internet access, 
U.S. homeowners consider 
central air conditioning to 
be most important, whereas 
Greek, Portuguese and Ital-
ian homeowners believe 
having a balcony or ter-
race is essential, and British 
homeowners want access to 
a swimming pool.

Second-home buyers in 
the U.S. have also historically 
been domestically focused. 
This year, 94% of American 
second-home owners own a 
property in the U.S., up from 
84% last year. French sec-
ond-home owners similarly 
prefer to buy in their own 
country, with 89% owning 
homes in France.

More travelers are choos-
ing to stay in vacation rentals 
instead of hotels or resorts 
when going on family trips 
because these offer more 
space and privacy, better 
amenities and a chance to 
stay in some truly unique 
properties. As a result, the 
second-home market has 
changed significantly over 
the past decade, and home-
owners are taking advantage 
of the opportunity to get 
income by renting out their 
property. In fact, the average 
homeowner who rents a sec-
ond home on Vrbo can earn 
nearly $31,000 a year. 

“A third of American 
owners rent their second 
homes primarily to help 
cover the cost of the mort-
gage and taxes, and nearly 
40% use rental earnings as 
a secondary source of in-
come,” said Bill Furlong, vice 
president of Vrbo, Americas. 
“We’ve seen many second-
home owners turn their 
property into an income-
generating asset by listing it 
on Vrbo where millions of 
travelers book vacation rent-
als each year.”

If you’re curious to see 
how much you could make 
by renting out a second 
home, you can use the com-
pany’s rent potential calcu-
lator to estimate the rental 
income of your house. There 
are a variety of resources and 
tools to help you get started 
at www.vrbo.com/lyp.

Seniors have 
a lot to smile 
about

(NAPS) Healthy teeth 
and gums are an impor-
tant part of overall well-
being. However, as people 
age, they become more 
prone to gum disease and 
other oral health prob-
lems. With regular den-
tal check-ups and proper 
care, your smile may never 
get old. 

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, approxi-
mately 1 in 5 seniors lives 

with untreated tooth decay 
and about 68% of adults 
age 65 or older have gum 
disease. 

To help keep your smile 
healthy and strong, the 
American Dental Associa-
tion offers these additional 
tips:

See the dentist on a reg-
ular basis, even if you have 
dentures.

Brush and floss, or clean 
your dentures, daily.

Watch for changes in 
your mouth. Your risk 
for oral cancer increases 
as you age. If you see any 
changes in your mouth, 
it’s important to get them 
checked out by a dentist or 
doctor.

Talk to your dentist or 
doctor about dry mouth. 
Dry mouth can make it 
hard to eat, swallow, or 
talk. It can also lead to 
tooth decay or infection.

Practice healthy habits 
such as eating a balanced 
diet, limiting sugary foods 
and drinks, and avoiding 
cigarettes and other tobac-
co products.   

Visit your dentist annually to keep your teeth and gums strong 
and healthy.
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Buy a $50 
South Side Social

Gift Card 
for only $30

We are Open :
Christmas Eve,

Christmas Morning at 6 am
New Year's Eve and 

New Year's Day Brunch 2020
Couple's Package 

Includes:
And Overnight stay for 2 

at the newly renovated Hilton Hotel, 
Champagne and Strawberries,

Party Favors
 Three Course Prime Rib

or Halibut Dinner ,
New Year's Day Brunch

 

12.25.19

Limited Time Offer

Shrimp and Salmon, 
Prime Rib and Roasted Turkey Carving Stations

Salmon Wellington
Chef's 18 item Salad Bar, Vegetable Crudite

Home Made Chicken Dumpling Soup
Chef Attended Pasta Station

Roasted Vegetables, Wild Rice, Mashed Potatoes,
Chocolate Torte, Black Forest, Raspberry Cheese Cake, 

Mini Sweets Table and Much More!

Special Senior Pricing- only $19, 
Kids under 7- Free, Kids 7-12  $14, Adults- $35

All  You Can Eat Buffet

12 pm-4 pm

Plated Dinners

5 pm- 8pm
Adults - $25, Kids- $12

Chicken Dumpling Soup, Chopped Salad, 
10 Oz Prime Rib 

or Salmon Wellington
Roasted Vegetables, Mashed Potatoes

Holiday Dessert

Reservations 
708-229-8888

9333 South Cicero Ave, Oak Lawn IL 60453

Ad an extra night's stay for only $69

$269

Join Us On 

Reservations  708-425-7800

Christmas 

New Year's Eve 
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