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Rock Around The Clock

Join the City of Blue Island for their 
annual cele bration to ring in the new year 
on Friday, December 31, 2021 at 11:30 pm, 
on corner of Vermont & Western Ave, Blue 

Island. Complete with music, ball drop and 
fireworks! After the event, continue the 
revelry along Western and Olde Western 
Avenue.

Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas Posts 
First Installment Property Tax Bills

Cook County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas has posted 
the First Installment Tax 
Year 2021 bills on cook-
countytreasurer.com.

The First Installment, 
which is 55 percent of the 
previous year’s total tax, 
is due March 1, 2022. By 
providing an early look at 
the bills, property owners 
can plan their finances or 
make payments before the 
end of the year.

“During the holiday 
season, it’s good to think 
about what bills will come 
due in the new year,” 
Pappas said. “My office 
is committed to helping 

taxpayers keep their 
homes and seeing these 
bills early allows people 
to think ahead about their 
budgets.”

You can download 
your tax bill and make a 
payment by visiting cook-
countytreasurer.com and 
following these steps:

Select the blue box 
labeled “Pay Online for 
Free”.

Enter your address or 
14-digit Property Index 
Number (PIN).

There is no fee if you pay 
from your bank account. 
The Trea sur er’s Office 
accepts partial payments 

but First Installment 
taxes  must be paid by 
March 1 to avoid a late 
charge of 1.5 percent per 
month, as mandated by 
Illinois law.

You can also use cook-
countytreasurer.com to:

Search $84 million in 
available refunds.

Check if you are missing 
out on $34 million in 
property tax exemptions, 
which lower your tax bill.

Re ad  t he  Papp as 
Stu dies,  a series of 
research projects that 
includes a 20-year history 
of Cook County property 
taxes.

BIG Thank You
Village of Alsip would 

like to give a BIG Thank 
you, to the American 
Lawmen for donating 
29 bicycles, 2  Harley 
Davidson big wheels, and 
20 filled, black construc-
tion bags filled with toys, 
to  the Worth Township 
facilit ies at 116th & 
Pulaski recently. American 
L awmen have  b een 
donating toys to  Worth 
Township for years, but 

every year they go  over 
and beyond, and this-
year was no exception!!!! 

Great Job and Thank you 
for your endless support 
and generosity!!!

Midlothian Tackles Lack of Firefighters 
by Jan Glaz
At the Village of Midlo-

thian Board  of Trustees 
Meeting, December  8th, 
Trustee Donald Killelea 
read a letter from Midlo-
thian Fire Chief, Stephen 
Hotwagner, requesting the 
board authorize a letter 
directed to the Fire and 
Po l i c e  C om m i s s i on 
requesting notification of 
the next eligible, full-
time, firefighter appli-
cant. Killelea reported an 
injury and disability of a 
full-time firefighter made 

the situation to replace the 
position an emergency.   

Trustee Killelea stated, 
“Basically the village 
is striving just to keep 
minimum manning at the 
fire stations. We’re using 
overtime like it’s going out 
of style. In addition, there’s 
another firefighter consid-
ering retirement in the 
spring. We have to figure 
this out by January. This is 
not only Midlothian, every 
town seems to have the 
same problem, and it’s sort 
of frightening.”

Midlothian Mayor, Gary 
L’Heureux, commented, 
“It’s a very, very, serious 
issue and it seems to be 
getting worse in all public 
service trades. In Chicago 
and other municipalities. 

Village of Midlothian 
Trustee, Donald Killelea

Public service pays quite 
well, so it’s not the pay. I 
implore everyone out there, 
please join the ranks of 
public service and become a 
fireman and police officer!”

In other official news: 
An Ordinance #2087 met 
with full board approval 
in regard to repealing 
and renaming the munic-
ipal code to ‘Create 
Community Involvement 

Liaison Committees’. In 
part, the ordinance states 
that Community Liaison 
Committees are established 
for the purpose of providing 
increased participation of 
residents and the business 
community to enhance 
the  quality of life in the 
village. 

Upon application to, and 
approval of the Village Clerk, 
qualified resident members 

of the economic develop-
ment committee that serve 
for the entire one-year term 
shall be eligible to receive one 
complimentary Village of     
Midlothian Vehicle License 
sticker for each year of service,  
as compensation. For further 
information please contact 
the Village of Midlothian, 
14801 S. Pulaski Road (708) 
389-0200, or visit: www.villa-
geofmidlothian.net



Tinley Park Cites First Merchant Bank
by Jan Glaz
On December 7th offi-

cials in the Village of Tinley 
Park adopted a Resolution 
declaring First Merchants 
Bank a public nuisance per 
violation of the village’s 
zoning ordinance which 
prohibits construction of 
free standing signs in the 
public right-of-way: An 
existing drive-thru sign is 
in the way of the construc-
tion of a public sidewalk at 
7231 171st  Street. 

The case was gener-
ated when a new 7-Eleven 
building began construc-
tion. First Merchants 
Bank had an ATM sign in 
the parkway preventing 
7-Eleven from connecting 
the sidewalk to the current 
curb out to the West. The 
sign was constructed in 
the Cook County R.O.W. 
without a permit. Tinley 
Park does not have any 

record of a sign permit in 
their files.

On November 4, 2021, 
the vi l lage’s  Zoning 
Ad-ministrator provided 
written notice of violations 
to the property owner, 
First Merchants Bank, to a 
mailing address in Indiana 
to have them remove the 
sign within 10 days after 
such notice. 

First Merchants Bank 
refused to remove the struc-
ture or otherwise comply 
with Tinley Park’s Zoning 
Code. The Corporate 
Au thorities of the Village 
of Tinley Park, in the best 
interest of the village and 
its residents, will exercise 
its right to require removal 
of the sign at the owner’s 
expense.

In other official news: 
Trus tees agreed to abate 
50% of Surface Shields,  
Inc., 8451 183rd Place, Tinley 

Park, IL property taxes. The 
abatement is in regard to 
an inducement agreement 
between the village and 
Surface Shields, Inc. when 
the Company decided to 
locate in the village. Under 
the inducement agreement 
the Company had to meet 
or exceed certain bench-
marks for a period of four 
years. Surface Shields has 
met the requirements. This 
is the fourth and final year 
of abatements under the 
inducement agreement.  

First Merchants Bank ATM 
sign, located at 7231 
171st  St., Tinley Park, Illinois

Loyola Medicine Holds Groundbreaking for 
New Ambulatory Care Facility 

Village officials recently 
joined representatives 
from Loyola Medicine 
for  a   ground breaking  
ceremony for the new 70,000 
square-foot ambulatory care 
center at 179th Street and  

La  Grange Road.
“We couldn’t be more  

excited that Loyola Medi-
cine has chosen Tinley Park 
for its brand-new center,” 
Mayor Michael Glotz said. 
“Not only is it an honor 

to have such a respected and 
esteemed medical establish-
ment in town, it will be great 
to have access to that kind of 
quality care right here in our 
own back yard.”

The facility will be an 

Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas  
Posts First Installment Property Tax Bills

The First Installment Tax 
Year 2021 bills have been 
posted on cookcountytrea-
surer.com.

The First Installment, is 
55 percent of the previous 
year’s total tax, is due March 
1, 2022. By providing an 
early look at the bills, prop-
erty owners can plan their 

finances or make payments 
before the end of the year.

Visit cookcountytrea-
surer.com and you can 
download your tax bill, 
make a payment, search $84 
million in available refunds 
or check if you are missing 
out on $34 million in prop-
erty tax exemptions—which 

lower your tax bill.
There is no fee if you pay 

from your bank account. 
The Treasurer’s Office 
accepts partial payments but 
First Installment taxes must 
be paid by March 1 to avoid 
a late charge of 1.5 percent 
per month, as mandated by 
Illinois law.

Oak Forest News 
Deputy Chief Dominic 

D’Ambrosio has been desig-
nated as a certified eligible 
police chief through the 
Illinois Association of 
Chiefs of Police (ILACP) 
Police Chief Certification 
Program. This designa-
tion signifies that Deputy 
Chief D’Ambrosio has met 
the highest standards of 
competency and conduct 
for his profession.

To be eligible for consid-
eration, those interested in 
pursuing certification must 
first meet the association’s 
criteria for experience, 
education, professional 
membership, and commu-
nity involvement. In the 
first phase of the process, 
candidates must demon-
strate extensive law enforce-
ment experience, including 
command and executive 
posts, a solid educational 
background that encom-
passes continuing educa-
tion and training, and an 
active participation in 
relevant professional and 
community organiza-
tions. After meeting these 
requirements, they are 

allowed to proceed with the 
certification examination, 
which tests their knowledge 
of managerial concepts, 
modern policing concepts, 
law and leading cases, 
and budgeting principles. 
Candidates who demon-
strate their mastery in these 
areas must then face a panel 
of their peers, consisting 
of  three active Illinois  
police chiefs. During the 
structured interview, the 
panel questions and eval-
uates the candidate in 
the areas of leadership, 
management, public rela-
tions, verbal communica-
tion and ethics.

Only those who have 
successfully completed 
all phases of the assess-
ment process are granted 
the distinction of a certi-
fied eligible police chief 
in Illinois. Deputy Chief 
D’Ambrosio is among only 
a select few Illinois police 
command staff able to meet 
the stringent requirements 
of the program since its 
inception in 1998.

Illinois is the only state 
in the United States that 

currently offers a police 
chief certification program 
based on an extensive, 
legally validated examina-
tion process. The associa-
tion, in conjunction with 
Stanard & Associates, Inc., 
a Chicago-based public 
safety consulting firm, 
oversaw a rigorous devel-
opment and review process 
that involved police chiefs 
from across the state. 
The program is designed 
to recognize those law 
enforcement professionals 
who excel in all facets of 
the police chief function. 
To maintain certification 
status, police command 
staff must meet on-going 
requirements and apply for 
re-certification every five 
years.
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ambulatory care center for 
primary care and a range of 
medical specialties including 
orthopedic surgery, oncology, 
cardiology, pulmonary medi-
cine, urology, audiology and 
general surgery.

The new facility is expected 
to employ as many as 130 
people and will serve about 
1,500 patients per week. The 
anticipated working hours 
will be from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
weekdays and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

weekends. The center is slated 
to open in 2023.

See a photo gallery of 
the groundbreaking cere-
mony on the Village website 
at  https://www.tinley 
park.org/.
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Chicago Ridge Introduces New Businesses
by Jan Glaz
At the December 7th 

Village of Chicago Ridge 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
trustees discussed and 
voted to welcome a host 
of new businesses: PMR 
heating & Cooling, Inc., 
10030 Andersen Avenue, 
Unit C; Mohammed ABJ 
Omar d/b/a Signzilla Print- 
ing, Inc., 10317-B Oxford 
Avenue; Almalkeya Inc. 
d/b/a Exclusive Beauty 
Supply, 205 Commons 
Drive; Randa’s Gaming 
Café, LLC, 10602 Ridge- 
land Avenue; M&K Quality 
Truck Sales of Joliet, LLC 
d/b/a M&K Truck Center, 
6301- 101st Street, and 
Schoolbelles, 10139 Harlem 
Avenue. 

The Chicago Ridge Fire 
Department promoted two 
Captains and two Lieute- 
nants. Swearing in ceremo-
nies were held for Captain 
Christopher Schmelzer; 
Captain Steve Trnka; 
Lieutenant Joe Bandy; and 
Lieutenant Brian Weinstein. 
Congra-tulations and 
rounds of applause followed 
each promotion ceremony.

In other Board Meeting 
news: Trustees proclaimed 
the week of January 23 to 
29th as ‘School Choice 
Week’. School Choice is a 
nonprofit charitable effort 
to develop and provide 
free, practical, and unbi-
ased school resources for 
Illinois families, allowing 
every family to choose the 
K-12 educational options 
that best fit their children. 

The options include all 
forms of education, from 

traditional public schools 
to public charter schools, 
public magnet schools, 
private schools, online acad-
emies and homeschooling. 
Each January during aware-
ness week schools and home-
school groups partner with 
community organizations 
to plan school fairs, parent 
information sessions, open 
houses and other events. For 
more information please 
visit:  https://schoolchoice-
week.com/states/illinois.

Standing left to right: Chicago Ridge Fire Chief, William E. 
Bonnar Junior; Chicago Ridge Fire Captain, Steve Trnka; and 
Chicago Ridge Village Clerk, Barbara M. Harrison

Mc Cord Gallery Award winning artist 

Congratulations to artist 
Bob Palmerton, his award-
winning pastel painting 
“Winter’s Breath” was 
chosen for our Winter 2022 
Newsletter cover! “Winter’s 
Breath” won an award in 

the Pastels Chicago 2021 
National Juried Open 
Exhibition that we hosted 
this year. 

As a landscape artist, I 
take advantage of all that 
nature offers me. Each of 

my pastel paintings is an 
interpretation of the land-
scape created with equal 
ingredients of contempla-
tion and artist’s supplies!  
I trust that you will enjoy 
viewing my pastel art. My 
goal is to encourage you to 
spend more time appreci-
ating nature and the varied 
landscapes that it presents.

Bob’s blog presents 
frequent updates on pastel 
painting techniques and 
features newly completed 
paintings and special offers.  
(palmertonimages.com).

McCord Gallery & 
Cultural Center, 9602 W. 
Creek Road, Palos Park, IL

Moraine Valley Speech and Debate Team 
has Success this Fall

The Moraine Valley 
Community College Speech 
and Debate Team had a 
successful fall semester, 
winning first place twice 
and taking third once, as 
they returned to in-person 
competition.

Earlier this month, 
Moraine Valley finished in 
first place overall at the Elgin 
Community College compe-
tition. Moraine Valley also 
hosted an on-campus tour-
nament recently, where 20 
colleges and universities 
from around the country 
participated. 

Moraine Valley students 
on the team include Naail 

Chaudhry, of Orland 
Park; Ameet Dhaliwal, of 
Orland Hills; Alexis Lyons, 
of Orland Park; Aidan 
McGuire, of Mokena; 
Chayse Mueller, of Hickory 
Hills; Robert Murillo, 
of Chicago; Oswaldo 
Ocampo, of Burbank; Eliza 
Perkovich, of Hickory 
Hills; Itzel Rojas, of Oak 
Lawn; Cameron Spencer, of 
Oak Forest; and Eli Zwiesler, 
of Chicago Ridge.

“The students are not 
taking this opportunity for 
granted. I think they appre-
ciate the ability to connect 
with their team, their 
coaches and competition so 

much more now. This is one 
of the tightest family unit 
teams we have had in quite 
some time,” said John Nash, 
Moraine Valley communica-
tions professor and co-coach 
of the team. “Overall, I am 
pleased with how well 
the team did. They are all 
mostly first-year students, 
and they won two tourna-
ments. However, what I am 
truly happy about is how 
much they are learning 
about themselves and about 
communication in general.”

The team will continue 
their season on Jan. 7 and 8 
with a tournament hosted by 
Phi Rho Pi Region IV.

Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas  
Posts First Installment Property Tax Bills

The First Installment Tax 
Year 2021 bills have been 
posted on cookcountytrea-
surer.com.

The First Installment, is 
55 percent of the previous 
year’s total tax, is due March 
1, 2022. By providing an 
early look at the bills, prop-
erty owners can plan their 

finances or make payments 
before the end of the year.

Visit cookcountytrea-
surer.com and you can 
download your tax bill, 
make a payment, search $84 
million in available refunds 
or check if you are missing 
out on $34 million in prop-
erty tax exemptions—which 

lower your tax bill.
There is no fee if you pay 

from your bank account. 
The Treasurer’s Office 
accepts partial payments but 
First Installment taxes must 
be paid by March 1 to avoid 
a late charge of 1.5 percent 
per month, as mandated by 
Illinois law.

Grand Opening for a.c.e. therapies
Recently, a.c.e. therapies 

held their grand opening 
and ribbon cutting for 
their fourth location in the 
Chicagoland area!

The office a.c.e. thera-
pies work with children 

and young adults on the 
Autism spectrum, individ-
uals dealing with behavioral 
issues and disabilities to help 
them gain independence 
using ABA therapy.

For more information 

visit their website https://
ace-therapies.com or 
call  708-792-0715. Or  
stop by our office at 7440 
West College Drive, 
Suite #201, Palos Heights, 
Illinois.
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Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas  
Posts First Installment Property Tax Bills

Cook County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas has posted the 
First Installment Tax Year 
2021 bills on cookcounty 
treasurer.com.

The First Installment, 
which is 55 percent of the 
previous year’s total tax, 
is due March 1, 2022. By 
providing an early look at 
the bills, property owners 
can plan their finances or 
make payments before the 
end of the year.

“During the holiday 
season, it’s good to think 
about what bills will come 
due in the new year,” Pappas 
said. “My office is committed 
to helping taxpayers keep 
their homes and seeing these 
bills early allows people to 
think ahead about their 

budgets.”
You can download your 

tax bill and make a payment 
by visiting cookcountytrea-
surer.com and following 
these steps:

Select the blue box 
labeled “Pay Online for 
Free”;

Enter your address or 
14-digit Property Index 
Number (PIN).

There is no fee if you pay 
from your bank account. The 
Treasurer’s Office accepts 
partial payments but First 
Installment taxes must be 
paid by March 1 to avoid a 
late charge of 1.5 percent 
per month, as mandated by 
Illinois law.

You can also use cook-
countytreasurer.com to:

Search $84 million in 
available refunds.

Check if you are missing 
out on $34 million in prop-
erty tax exemptions, which 
lower your tax bill.

Read the Pappas Stu dies, 
a series of research proj-
ects that includes a 20-year 
history of Cook County 
property taxes.

State of Illinois Utility Assistance Program
Covid has affected us all.  

Many have either lost their 
jobs or have been hit with a 
significant loss of income, 
which made utility bill 
payments very daunting.  
When the pandemic began 
in March of 2020, the 
Village of Evergreen Park 
suspended all late water bill 
penalties and temporarily 
discontinued shutoffs.

The Pritzker Admini  stra-
tion, in partnership with 
the Illinois Depart ment of 
Commerce and Eco nomic 
Opportunity  (DCEO), is  
leveraging federal ARPA 

funds to help Illinois fami-
ly’s access and afford home 
energy assistance and other 
essential services during 
COVID-19. Building on 
the State’s Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) and the 
Community Services Block 
Grant (CSBG) program, the 
State’s Fiscal Year 2022 (FY 
22) budget authorizes an 
expansion of the LIHEAP 
and CSBG programs for 
eligible Illinoisans seeking 
assistance to cover costs of 
utility bills, rent, tempo- 
rary shelter, food, and  

other household neces - 
sities.

This means that there 
may now be help for those 
in need to receive some 
assistance, not only with 
the water bills, but any other 
utilities.

If you are looking for 
help paying your water 
bill, you will be requested 
to check “Water/Sewer 
Bill Assistance”, Or if you 
have any questions, you 
will be able to call them 
at  1-833-711-0374, and 
they can provide transla-
tion services if necessary.

Oak Lawn Requests Residents Support
by Jan Glaz
At a recent Board of 

Trustees Meeting Oak Lawn 
Trustee, Alex Olejniczak, 
addressed the issue of 
flooding and revealed the 
creation of a ‘Comprehensive 
Master Water Plan’. “The 
flood plan will not only help 
Oak Lawn’s problem, but 
will also address flooding 
that occurs in eleven 
other communities,” said 
Olejniczak. The village hopes 
that funds required for the 
plan will come from the 
recently passed $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure bill, slated to 
deliver $550 billion dollars 
of new federal investments in 
America’s infrastructure over 
a period of five years.   

Trustee Olejniczak 
con cluded, “If we get funded, 
and we feel confident we will, 

this project will take between 
3 and 7 years to complete 
and once it’s complete, it 
will reduce our flood plain 
and flood plains throughout 
the surrounding commu-
nities. This comprehen-
sive flood plan is the best 
I, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District 
(MWRD), the Army Core 
of Engineers, the county, 
and  the state has ever 
seen! 

“The plan needs around 
$46 million dollars, plus 
support from all our local 
representatives. What I 
would ask the residents of 
the Village of Oak Lawn is to 
please contact your represen-
tatives and let them know this 
something that will benefit 
a long list of municipalities.” 
For more information in 

regard to the flood plain and 
the master plan visit: www.
oaklawn-il.gov.

In other official news: 
Oak Lawn trustees agreed 
to grant a ‘special use permit’ 
for a two-family residence in 
a C-1 district located at 9518 
S. 53rd Street; and approved 
a request for the Fire and 
Police Commission to hire 
(4) firefighters/paramedics 
from their current eligibility 
list, due to (4) retirements.

Village of Oak Lawn Trustee, 
Alex Olejniczak

Spartans Named State Scholars
Written by Jennifer 

Jepsen, OLCHS Staff 
Writer

Every year The Illinois 
Students Assistance 
Com mission acknowl-
edges its state scholars.  
State Scholar acknowl-
edgement is a non-
monetary award. Each 
State Scholar designee 
receives a congratulatory 
letter and Certificate of 
Achievement from ISAC, 
and can download an  
official Illinois State 
Scholar badge to display 
on their online profiles  
and social media plat-
forms, as well as share with 
their high school coun-
selors, colleges, employers, 
family members and 
others. 

The Illinois Student 
Assist ance Com mission 
c o n g r a t u l a t e s  t h e 
following Oak Lawn 

Community High School 
students for their excep-
tional academic achieve-
ment: Yusra Abdelrah - 
man, Reem Al-Adwan, 
Bi anc a  B af i a ,  Ava 
Cipriani, Mary Teresa 
C on c an n on ,  Et han 
Delk, Zaid Elayyan, Elviz 
Elmazi, Elliott Flores, 
Lucas Fritz, Indel Garcia, 
Sathya Hale wicz, Adriana 
Hall, Hedaya Hasan, 
Steven Hebel, Jessica 
K a s p r z a k ,  D a m i a n 
Ko mp e r d a ,  A l y s s a  
Librizzi, Sarah Lindsay, 
C am i l l e  L i s tow sk i , 
Emma Mathews, Taleb 
Mreiziq, Jianna Nazifi, 
A m a l  Pe r u m   b u l l y, 
Emily Pietrzak, Bianca 
Ravesloot, Islam Shehata, 
Isabella  Smykow ski, 
Abigail Sodaro, John 
Unger, Soleil Wallack, 
Chae Rin West, Ashari 
Williams, and Jeneen 

Yassin.
I S A C  E x e c u t i v e 

Director Eric Zarnikow 
said, “Con gratulations 
to all of the Illinois State 
Scholars for their hard 
work and commitment 
inside and outside of the 
classroom. In the past two 
years students and fami-
lies have faced unprec-
edented difficulties as 
a result of the COVID- 
19  pandemic ;  f rom 
financial and personal 
ordeals to all of the 
challenges of remote 
learning. The achieve-
ments of these students 
are a credit to their 
perseverance and resil-
ience, and to the support 
and encouragement of 
their families, princi-
pals, teachers, mentors, 
counselors, and others 
invested in their growth 
and success.”

New Year’s Eve Party
The Johnson-Phelps 

VFW will be hosting a New 
Year’s Eve Party, on Friday, 
December 31st.,2021, at 
7pm until 1am at 9514 S. 
52nd. Ave., Oak Lawn, 

IL. The cost is $45.00 per 
person includes, Sit down 
Dinner, Open Bar, and 
Champagne Fountain., 
Party Favors, Music by DJ 
Mike “The Italian Stallion”. 

For Tickets call-708-423-
5220. Tickets will not 
be available at the door.  
Deadline to purchase 
tickets is Dec.27th.,2021. 
Everyone is welcome.
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City Council Approves 2.5 Percent Tax Levy Increase
The Oak Forest City 

Council approved the 2021 
tax levy of $11,568,103, 
resulting in a 2.5 percent 
increase from last year. As 
a result, an average home-
owner can expect the city’s 
portion of the real estate tax 
to go up approximately $34.

The tax levy calcula-
tion requires a $1.1 mil lion 
increase in property taxes 

due to fiscal year 2022 oper-
ating expenses, capital proj-
ects, and authorized full-time 
personnel, which remains at 
124. Realizing that many 
residents and business 
owners are still recovering 
from the pandemic, the city 
is using $800,000 of general 
fund reserves to close the gap 
and keep the tax levy as low 
as possible.

“We understand that 
increasing the levy while 
property values are not 
growing is difficult for many 
households and businesses,” 
said Mayor Hank Kuspa. 
“That is why we are mini-
mizing the tax levy through 
alternative resources.”

Using reserves is a one-
time solution made possible 
due to the current fiscal 

year, state-shared reve-
nues that are $775,000 
higher than budgeted. The 
Illinois Municipal League 
cites increased spending 
from three rounds of stim-
ulus checks and advances of 
the child tax credit for the 
increased revenues. The city 
still meets its fund balance 
policy after the $800,000 
withdrawal.

Hurley Alerts 
Landlords and 
Renters

To assist landlords and 
tenants who have experi-
enced financial hardship 
over the last year, state Rep. 
Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, 
is encouraging the second 
open application period for 
the Illinois Rental Payment 
Program (ILRPP), which 
will be open until Sunday, 
Jan. 9, 2022.

“Many families are still 

struggling to make ends 
meet after the many obsta-
cles we have faced over 
the last two years,” said 
Hurley. “It is important 
that our state continues to 
support those who need 
help as we work to rebuild 
our economy and help resi-
dents get back to work.”

The ILRPP is open to 
all Illinois landlords and 
tenants who meet certain 
eligibility requirements. 
Some of the program’s 
requirements for renters 
include having an unpaid 
rent balance and having 
a household income that 
is not greater than 80% 
of their area’s median 
income. Renters may apply 
for ILRPP assistance even 
if they received emer-
gency rental assistance in 
the past or another unit of 
government provided them 
with federal rental assis-
tance. However, they may 
not receive more than 18 
months of total combined 
assistance, regardless of 

the source.
Approved applicants can 

receive one-time grants of 
up to $25,000 in assistance 
through the program. To 
apply, housing providers 
and tenants can submit a 
joint application together, 
and grants will be paid 
directly to the landlords. 
If the landlord chooses 
not to participate in the 
program, tenants may 
receive payments directly 
to make rental payments. 
To apply or view a complete 
list of eligibility require-
ments, individuals can visit 
www.illinoishousinghelp.
org.

“With the upcoming 
holidays and the cold 
winter weather it is so 
important that people are 
able to remain in their 
homes without putting 
financial burden on land-
lords,” continued Hurley. 
“I encourage landlords and 
renters who are struggling 
to consider applying for 
free rental assistance.”

Jesse White Extends Driver’s License and ID 
Card Expiration Dates until March 31, 2022

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White announced that 
expiration dates for driver’s 
licenses and ID cards have 
been extended an additional 
three months, from Jan. 1, 
2022, to March 31, 2022. This 
extension does not apply to 
commercial driver’s licenses 
(CDL) and CDL learner’s 
permits. White noted this 
will be the final extension.

“During the pandemic, 
my office has continued to 
serve the public, including 
face-to-face transactions, 
in a safe and responsible 
manner,” said White. “This 
extension is necessary as my 
office continues to address 
the heavy customer volume 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic through expanded 
online services and the intro-
duction of appointments 
at select Driver Services 
facilities.”

Public Act 102-678 

authorizes the Secretary of 
State’s office to extend driver’s 
license and ID card expira-
tion dates to March 31, 2022.

Throughout the pan demic, 
White’s office has launched 
a diversified effort to 
address the heavy customer 
demand at facilities caused 
by the ongoing pandemic 
by requiring appoint-
ments at select facilities and 
expanding online services. 
These efforts include:

Requiring appointments 
at select Driver Services 
fa cilities for behind-the-
wheel road tests, REAL IDs, 
standard driver’s licenses 
and ID cards. Customers 
may visit ilsos.gov for a list of 
participating facilities, as well 
as to schedule an appoint-
ment. New appointment slots 
will be available each day at 
ilsos.gov.

Expanding remote renewal 
for driver’s license and ID 

card holders. Since fall, 
the office has been mailing 
letters to eligible customers 
with expired driver’s licenses 
and ID cards requiring them 
to renew online, by phone 
or by mail. The office esti-
mates that this will elimi-
nate the need for approxi-
mately 1 million people to 
visit a facility.

Urging the public to 
consider using online 
services at ilsos.gov instead 
of visiting a facility for trans-
actions such as purchasing 
license plate stickers, 
obtaining a duplicate driv-
er’s license or ID card, and 
renewing driver’s licenses 
and ID cards, including 
REAL IDs, for those who 
are eligible.

As a reminder, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security has extended the 
federal REAL ID deadline to 
May 3, 2023.

Oak Lawn Village View Newspaper Archive
Explore digitized microfilm from the Oak Lawn Village View. 

Papers range from 1973 to 2013 and are hosted by the Internet 
Archive. Look at the Oak Lawn Library website 

at https://www.olpl.org.

Oak Forest Hires Edmond Cage as Economic and 
Community Development Director

The City of Oak Forest 
has hired Edmond Cage as 
economic and community 
development director. Cage’s 
appointment was approved 
by the City Council.

“We are very excited to 

welcome Ed to our team,” 
said City Administrator Tim 
Kristin. “I believe his energy, 
creativity, intelligence, and 
strong people skills make 
him ideal for this role.”

Most recently, Cage 

served as the commu-
nity development director 
for the City of Wood Dale 
where he worked to bring 
national and global compa-
nies to town, including 
Amazon,  St arbucks , 
Nippon Express, and 
Duravant Manufacturing. 
In addition to attracting 
new businesses, Cage 
implemented a commer-
cial occupancy program, 
supervised the adoption of 
a new comprehensive plan, 
enhanced building and 
development applications, 
and developed improved 
flow charts for the zoning 
variation, special use, 

and zoning amendment 
processes. He also estab-
lished a geographic infor-
mation systems analyst 
position to improve effi-
ciency on projects and data 
collection.

Happy Holidays
& a Prosperous

New Years
from the Village View

Publications, Inc. & Staff
Annette Dixon, Linda Steiner,

Steve Bilski, Charlie Noetzel
& Brandon Gillespie

Alsip Chamber of Commerce 
www.alsipchamber.org

Bedford Park-Clearing 
Industrial Association 

www.bpcia.org

Blue Island Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 

www.blueislandchamber.org

The Burbank Chamber of Commerce 
www.burbankilchamber.com

Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

www.visitchicagosouthland.com

Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce 
www.evergreenparkchamber.org

The Hills Chamber of Commerce 
www.thehillschamber.org

Justice Chamber of Commerce 
www.villageofjustice.org

Oak Forest-Crestwood Area Chamber -  
The OC Chamber of Commerce 

www.oc-chamber.org

Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce 
www.oaklawnchamber.com

Palos Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.palosareachamber.org

Proud member of following 2021 Chambers
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Tinley Home wins ABC7’s Light Fight 2021
A Tinley Park family 

recently took home brag-
ging rights by winning 
ABC7’s Great Chicago Light 
Fight 2021!

The home at 7414 W. 
162nd Place was deco-
rated by homeowner Scott 
O’Connor over the course 
of several weeks and utilizes 
more than 80,000 lights. 
This is the second win for 
Scott, as his home also won 
Best Use of Music in the 
Village’s recent Holiday 
House Decorating Contest.

ABC7 asked viewers 

to submit videos of their 
homes for consideration 
and then vote on their favor-
ites. The O’Connor home 
beat out four other finalists 
from Schaumburg, Mount 
Prospect, Carol Stream and 
Naperville to take the crown. 
Scott and his family recently 
to accept the award.

“I just want to congrat-
ulate the O’Connor family 
for bringing joy and the 
holiday spirit to our resi-
dents,” Tinley Park Mayor 
Michael Glotz said. “It’s a 
wonderful addition to the 

many beautifully decorated 
homes across Tinley Park.”

Scott is asking visitors to 
his display to make dona-
tions to Together We Cope, 
a Tinley Park nonprofit 
organization that provides 
resources to families in 
temporary crisis, enabling 
them to stay in their homes.

A video of the interview 
with the O’Connors, Mayor 
Glotz and Village Manager 
Pat Carr is now playing 
on the Village’s YouTube 
page and on Tinley Park 
Television.

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas
& Prosperous New Year from

Subscribe to our Weekly E-Newsletter by
emailing info@palosareachamber.org

Follows us on Facebook

from the

City of Hickory Hills
MAYOR - MIKE HOWLEY
CLERK - DEE CATIZONE

TREASURER - ALAN VODICKA
ALDERMEN

BRIAN WAIGHT, MICHAEL McHUGH - WARD 1
DEBBIE FERRERO, PATRICK PURTILL - WARD 2

HENRY KMAN, BRIAN FONTE - WARD 3
SCOTT ZIMMERMAN, JOSEPH STACHNIK - WARD 4

Class Act Travel w�ld like to wish
y� and y�rs a v
y M�y Christmas

and a Happy New Ye�

6946 W. 111th Street, Worth
(708) 448-6560

classacttravel@hotmail.com
Open evenings by Appointment Only

Happy Holidays and
Good Health in the New Year!

Palos Township Officials

Jane Nolan
Clerk

Robert E. Maloney
Assessor

Gene Adams
Highway Commissioner

Tasneem Abuzir
Trustee

Pamela Jeanes
Trustee

Richard Riley
Trustee

Brent Woods
Trustee

Colleen Grant Schumann
Supervisor

May Peace, Joy, Hope and
Happiness be yours during
this Christmas Season and
throughout the New Year!

Barbara M. Harrison
Clerk

Charles E. Tokar
Mayor

TRUSTEES
Elaine C. Davenport John "Jack" Lind Roger W. Meslar
Edmund M. Kowalski William R. McFarland Andrew L. Siegel

The Village of Chicago Ridge

WORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
6917 W. 111th Street

Worth, IL
708-448-2855 www.WorthLibrary.com

Happy Holidays

Christmas Eve Service at 
Oak Lawn and Orland Park 

Please join us on Friday, 
December 24th as we cele-
brate the birth of our Savior 
together! You’re invited to 
join us for our 6 pm to 7 pm 
services. Calvary Church 
10056 Central Avenue, Oak 
Lawn, Illinois.

You’re invited to join 
us  at one of our three 
services happening on 
Christmas Eve at 1 pm, 
3 pm, or 5 pm services. 
Calvary Church 16100 
104th Avenue, Orland Park, 
Illinois.

Check out our website  
at www.vvnew.com
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Leaving a Legacy
As this year comes to an 

end and CEO-elect Megan 
Ross, Ph.D., takes flight 
as the new President and 
CEO, we give a sincere 
thank you to Kevin Bell 
for serving as Lincoln Park 
Zoo’s President and CEO 
for the last 26 years. Bell, 

whose passion for wildlife 
was sparked by growing 
up in the Bronx Zoo, has 
worked at Lincoln Park 
Zoo for the past 45 years 
and has impacted the 
zoo world significantly. 
Discover the legacy he 
leaves behind.

For more information please call 773-253-3600 

Please join us for a tour and refreshments during our
Sunday Open House on March 22, 2020

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proud of our 5-star CMS rating!

Independent Living   Assisted Living   Memory Care
   

Short-Term Stay Rehab   Skilled Nursing Care    

Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

3659 West 99th Street   Chicago, IL 60655
773-253-3600   MercyCircle.org

All therapies for short-term 
stay rehab patients are  
conducted in their rooms

Private
Suites

You’ll       our therapists

EEOC

Rosangela’s
Pizza Restaurant

2807 W. 95 Street
Evergreen Park, IL

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year

708-422-2041
Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 11 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 11 pm

Sunday 1 pm - 10 pm • Closed Tuesday
Carry Out • Delivery • Catering

Since 1955

Evergreen 
Park Ice Rink

The Daniel Capuano Ice 
Rink at Yukich Field is open 
for the season (pending the 
weather).

For updated Rink hours, 
(evergreenpark-ill.com), 
or call the Rec Dept at 
708-229-3373. The Rink 
is also available for private 
parties.

Ring in the  
New Year

Gather your flock of 
friends and head to Zoo 
Year’s Eve for a countdown 
to 2022! Hours are Friday, 
Dec 31, 2021, 9:00 pm to Sat, 
Jan 1, 2022, 1:00 am. This 
special ticketed event will 
take place under the glow 
of ZooLights Presented by 
ComEd and Invesco QQQ 
in one of Chicago’s most 
beautiful parks. At this 
adults-only event (21+ only), 
guests can enjoy millions of 
dazzling lights and cash bars 
(beer, wine, champagne and 
spirits), plus a DJ, games, 
giveaways, and more!

Animal buildings will be 

open, so there will be plenty 
of spots to warm up and 
enjoy the zoo. Take a break 
from the usual spot and start 
a new tradition: spend New 
Year’s Eve at Lincoln Park 
Zoo!

Activities:
Live Music from one of 

Chicago’s Top Djs;
Multiples Bars Serving 

Beer,  Wine,  Seltzer, 

Champagne & More!
C oncess ion Stands 

Serving Up Your Favorite 
Foods;

Midnight Countdown;
Stroll around the zoo 

under the glow ZooLights;
Free rides on the AT&T 

Endangere d  Sp e c ies 
Carousel;

Complimentary Ad mission 
to the Light Maze;

Complimentary Admission 
to the Enchanted Forest;

Plenty of spaces to stroll, 
sit, and sip with friends and 
family!

FREE TICKETS:
Celebrate your birthday 

at the event and your ticket 
is free! Email Birthdays@
RiverNorthFests.com for 
more info (conditions apply).

Want to earn a free 

ticket and some cash 
for spreading the word? 
Email Ambassadors@
RiverNorthFests.com for 
more info!

To buy tickets go to 
https://www.eventbrite.

com/e/zoo-years-eve-at- 
lincoln-park-zoo-tickets-
205227981417?aff=lpzzoo
mail121621.

Lincoln Park Zoo, 2200 
North Cannon Drive, 
Chicago, Illinois.

Pat’s Pantry Creates  
Christmas Cheer

Kathy Turney (L), founder 
of Pat’s Pantry, shares festive 
Christmas placemats with 
Mercy Circle resident 
Tim Hickey (R). The Mt. 
Greenwood food pantry, 
which feeds 50 families each 

week, asked Mt. Greenwood 
Elementary School students 
to color a  variety of 
Christmas scenes, which she 
laminated, for assisted living, 
memory care, rehabilita-
tion and skilled nursing care 

residents at the continuing 
care retirement community 
in Chicago’s Mt. Greenwood 
neighborhood. 

Turney founded Pat’s 
Pantry to honor the memory 
of her son Patrick Turney, 
who died unexpectedly in 
September 2019 at age 23. 
Patrick was nicknamed “the 
Mayor of Mt. Greenwood” 
for his outgoing personality 
and commitment to the 
community. 

For more informa-
tion about Mercy Circle 
or to  schedule a private 
app oint ment,  please 
call 773-253-3600 or 
visit MercyCircle.org. 
To support Pat’s Pantry, 
contact Turney at (708) 
955-1784 or cavallonekath 
leen@gmail.com.

Happy Holidays 
from all of us at 

the Village View 
Newspaper!

BEEFBURGERS
Since 1942

MERRY CHRISTMAS
We Salute Special Olympics Chicago

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm • Closed Sunday

2116 West 95 Street
773-445-7218

Closed
Christmas Day

10717 S. Ridgeland Ave., Chicago Ridge
708-636-3437

www.jackandpats.com
We carry a Full Line of: Imported Irish Grocery's,

Homemade Soda Bread, John Diamond &
Winston's Irish Sausage and some puddings

MERRY

CHRIST
MAS

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

Sunday 9am-3pm

If you would like to receive 
a 2022 Media kit, email us 
at vvnew@sbcglobal.net.

Fax 708-221-6663
You can also fill out our 

Contact Form on our web-
site at www.vvnew.com 

or just call  
708-425-1910.
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Broadway In Chicago is 
pleased to announce the 
opening of THE PLAY 
THAT GOES WRONG. 
The  Tony Award®-win-
ning hit comedy returns 
to Chicago for a limited 
e ng age me nt  at  t he 
Broadway Playhouse at 
Water Tower Place (175 
E. Chestnut) with a cast 
of local Chicagoans. 
Tickets are on sale now 
for performances through 
January 30, 2022, at www.
BroadwayInChicago.com.

What would happen 
if Sherlock Holmes and 

Monty Python had an ille-
gitimate Broadway baby? 
Co-written by Mischief 
Theatre company members 
Henry Lewis, Jonathan 
Sayer and Henry Shields, 
THE PLAY THAT GOES 
WRONG is a riotous 
comedy about the theatre. 
The play introduces the 
‘Cornley University Drama 
Society,’ whose members 
are attempting to put on a 
1920s murder mystery, but 
as the title suggests, every-
thing that can go wrong…
does, as the accident-prone 
thespians battle on against 
all odds to get to their final 
curtain call. 

Design, Broadway.com’s 

Audience Choice Award for 
Best Play, and the Theater 
Fans Choice Award for Best 
Play.

Performances are on 
Tuesday through Friday at 
7:30 PM (with a Wednesday 
matinee at 2:00 PM on 
December 22, December 
29, January 5, January 12, 
and January 26), Saturdays 
at 2:00 PM & 8:00 PM, and 
Sundays at 2:00 PM (with 
7:30 PM evening shows on 
December 19, December 26, 
January 2 and January 23). 
There will be one Monday 
performance on December 
27 at 7:30 p.m. There will be 
one performance on Friday, 
December 24 at 2:00 p.m. 
There will be no shows on 
Saturday, December 25 and 
Saturday, January 1.

Individual tickets for 
THE PLAY THAT GOES 
WRONG are now on sale 
and range from $35.00 to 
$85.00 with a select number 
of premium tickets avail-
able. Tickets are available 
now for groups of 10 or 
more by calling Broadway 
In Chicago Group Sales 
at (312) 977-1710 or 
emailing GroupSales@
B r o a d w a y I n C h i c a g o. 
com.

Jarred Webb and Kelly O’Sullivan in The Play That Goes 
Wrong Chicago Company.  Photo by Jeremy Daniel 

Steppenwolf Theatre Company opens Liz and 
Eric Lefkofsky Arts and Education Center

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company, the nation’s 
premier ensemble theater 
company, opened recently 
its trailblazing new 50,000 
square foot theater building 
and education center, the Liz 
and Eric Lefkofsky Arts and 
Education Center. Designed 
by world-renowned archi-
tect Gordon Gill FAIA of 
Adrian Smith + Gordon 
Gill Architecture, with 
theater design and acous-
tics by Charcoalblue and 
construction by Norcon, 
the expanded Steppenwolf 
campus is a cultural nexus 
for Chicago, offering bold 
and ambitious opportuni-
ties for creative expression, 
social exchange, unparalleled 
accessibility, and arts-driven 
learning for Chicago youth 
in The Loft, Steppenwolf ’s 
first-ever dedicated educa-
tion space. The expanded 
Steppenwolf campus also 
features bright new lobbies 

and two new full-service bars 
for socializing designed by fc 
STUDIO, inc.

Opening to the public this 
month as in-person perfor-
mances return to Steppenwolf; 
the Liz and Eric Lefkofsky 
Arts and Education Center 
is the largest new permanent 
cultural asset to open in the 
City of Chicago in 2021. The 
$54 million new building is 
part of Steppenwolf ’s multi-
phase $73 million Building 
on Excellence expansion 
campaign.

“What an extraordinary 
day this is for our company 
and Chicago. This multi-
phase campus expansion 
is over two decades in the 
making and is a manifestation 
of Steppenwolf ’s core values 
of ensemble, innovation and 
cultural citizenship. Formed 
by an ensemble of young 
actors who wanted to create 
courageous work, nearly 50 
years later our expanded 

campus builds on the compa-
ny’s infamous beginnings 
and ensures a future for the 
continued artistic growth 
of the ensemble and space 
for tens of thousands of 
Chicagoland teens to expe-
rience transformative arts 
education. We are investing in 
this expansion of our artistic 
home in Chicago to serve 
our extraordinary city and 
support the work of genera-
tive and diverse theater artists 
for generations to come,” 
shares Executive Director 
E. Brooke Flanagan.

“It’s rare to find a group 
of people who are so invested 
in not just the function of the 
building, but the emotional life 
and equity of the space. One 
of my proudest moments in 
the design is that arguably the 
most primary space is given 
to the students, which speaks 
volumes to the company, its 
ideals and its future,” adds 
Gill.

Soloists Announced for Sir Andrew Davis 
Conducts Beethoven 9

Anthony Freud, Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s presi-
dent, general director, and 
CEO, is pleased to announce 
the four soloists who will 
perform in the Sir Andrew 
Davis Conducts Beethoven 
9 concert on Friday, April 1, 
2022 at 7pm. Bass-baritone 
Eric Owens and tenor 
Matthew Polenzani, an 
alumnus of Lyric’s Patrick 
G. and Shirley W. Ryan 
Opera Center, will appear 
along with two current 
members of the Ryan Opera 
Center Ensemble, soprano 
Mathilda Edge and mezzo-
soprano Kathleen Felty.

The concert celebrates Sir 
Andrew Davis’s two-decade 
tenure as Lyric’s music 
director with one of his 
favorite works, never previ-
ously performed at Lyric: 
Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 9, the “Choral,” one of 
music’s most exalted hymns 
to the human spirit. Sir 

Andrew will conduct the 
four soloists along with the 
Lyric Opera Orchestra and 
Chorus. “All of us at Lyric 
are thrilled to welcome Sir 
Andrew Davis back to the 
podium for a towering work 
never before done on Lyric’s 
stage,” says Freud. “This will 
be a very special perfor-
mance experience.”

The concert will begin 
with a new choral work 
by Sir Andrew’s son, the 
composer Ed Frazier Davis, 
commissioned by Lyric. The 
evening is dedicated to the 
memory of Lady Gianna 
Rolandi Davis, Sir Andrew’s 
wife and Ed’s mother, who 
was the longtime director 
of the Ryan Opera Center.

Tickets are on sale now.
Sir Andrew Davis served 

as music director and 
principal conductor of 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 
from 2000 through the 
2020/21 Season. Since his 

debut engagement in the 
1987/88 Season, he has led 
690 opera performances 
plus nine special concerts at 
Lyric, as well as the majority 
of Lyric’s free concerts in 
Millennium Park. The 
vast repertoire that he has 
led at Lyric encompasses 
operas by Berg, Berlioz, 
Bizet, Britten, Dvořák, 
Gilbert and Sullivan, 
Gounod, Janáček, Lehár, 
López, Massenet, Mozart, 
Mussorgsky, Poulenc, 
Puccini, Rossini, Strauss, 
Tchaikovsky, Verdi, Wagner, 
and Weinberg. A native of 
Hertford shire, England, he 
was created a Commander 
of the British Empire in 
1992 and was designated 
a Knight Bachelor in the 
New Year Honours List in 
1999. For more information 
on the Sir Andrew Davis 
Conducts Beethoven 9 
concert,visit lyricopera.
org/beethoven.

From the producer of 
The Lion King and Aladdin, 
Disney’s Frozen, the Tony®-
nominated Best Musical, is 
currently playing an exclu-
sive 10-week premiere 
engagement at the Cadillac 
Palace Theatre, with perfor-
mances through January 22, 
2022, only.

Frozen stars Caroline 
Bowman as “Elsa” and 
Caroline Innerbichler 
as “Anna,” the sisters at 
the heart of the joy-filled 
musical. Joining them are 
principal cast members 
Austin Colby as “Hans,” 
F.  Michael Haynie as 
“Olaf,” Mason Reeves as 
“Kristoff,” Jeremy Morse 
as “Weselton,” Collin Baja 
and Evan Strand alter-
nating as “Sven,” as well as 
Natalia Artigas (“Young 
Elsa”), Olivia Jones (“Young 
Anna”), Arwen Monzon-
Sanders (“Young Elsa”) 
and real-life sisters Natalie 
Grace Chan (“Young Elsa”) 
and Victoria Hope Chan 
(“Young Anna”).

Frozen has been created 
for the stage by an award-
winning team and features 
the songs you know and 
love from the original 
Oscar®-winning film, plus 
an expanded score with a 
dozen new numbers by the 
film’s songwriters, Oscar 

winner Kristen Anderson-
Lopez and EGOT winner 
Robert Lopez. Joining 
them on a creative team 
that has won a cumula-
tive 16 Tony Awards are 
Oscar winner Jennifer Lee 
(book), Tony and Olivier 
Award winner Michael 

Grandage (director), and 
Tony winner Rob Ashford 
(choreographer).

Ticket Information:
Individual tickets for 

Disney’s FROZEN are on 
sale now. Ticket prices 
range from $33 $179 plus a 
select number of premium 
tickets are available. Tickets 
are available for groups 
of 10  or more by calling 
Broadway In Chicago Group 
Sales at (312) 977-1710 
or emailing GroupSales@

B r o a d w a y I n C h i c a g o.
com. For more infor - 
mation or tickets, visit 
www.BroadwayInChicago.
com.

For information, visit 
FrozenTheMusical.com/
Tour – Follow Frozen on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Caroline Bowman and Caroline Innerbichler  
photo by Deenvan Meer
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Service DirectoryService DirectoryService Directory Crafters 
Corner & More

Crafters Crafters 
Corner & MoreCorner & More

International Floral
5912 W. 111th Street

Chicago Ridge
708-425-6870

www.heyflowerlady.com
Thursday, December 23rd

Extended Hours 10am-7pm
Sales, Raf�es, Appetizers
Crafters Wanted

Sassy Girl Chalet
Marketplace     

7224 W. College Dr, Palos Heights
708-752-5397

Pet Center

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

ANIMAL KRACKERS
PET CENTER

Premium Dog and Cat food,
Refrigerated and Frozen Dog and Cat food.

Salt & fresh �sh including cichlids,
small animals, birds, reptiles and a large
selection of supplies for all your pets

3309 W. 115th Street | Merrionette Park
708-389-7248

Monday - Friday 9:30-8:30 | Saturday 9:30-6 | Sunday 10-5
www.AnimalKrackers.com

Local Family Owned and Operated since 1998

Funeral Home

Linda Kosary
Director

Cremation & Pre Need Services Available
Independently Owned

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Serving Your Family With Traditional

And Personal Attention

9837 South Kedzie Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL

(708) 499-3223

Kosary Funeral Home

tree ServiCe

Stump Removal - Tree Removal

Reasonable Discount!

Lowest Prices in Town

773-239-3570
708-913-8968

Licensed and Bonded
Senior Citizen Discount

labrotherstreeservice@gmail.com

La Brothers Tree Service Inc.

auto & truCk rePair

I.D.O.T. Testing Lane Facility
Diesel Emissions Testing

11818 S. Cicero Ave., Alsip
(708) 385-2210 | aautotruck@comcast.net

A-AUTO & TRUCK

We Specialize in Truck Repair!*

*Affiliated with IL Dept. of  Transportation since 2008.
Focusing on inspections for Uber, Lyft, School Buses,
Semitrucks, Ambulances & Village Owned Vehicles

Savaglio Raises Game 
at Both Ends of Floor for 
Lady Spartans

Written by OLCHS Staff 
Writer, Brian Frangella

Rose Savaglio is usually 
assigned to guard one of 
the top two scoring threats 
of opponents for the Oak 
Lawn Community High 
School girls basketball team. 
And this year she is living 
up to that task and holding 
those opponents below their 
season averages. Now, she 
is adding big offense to her 
resume on the court as well. 
It’s a deadly combination 
that is leading the Spartans 
to success.

Savaglio scored 12 points 
and had four steals in victory 
over Riverside-Brookfield 
on Monday, and she scored 
seven points with four steals 
in a road win at Lemont in 

Big Man Lawrence Buries 
Game-Winning Shot at 
Tinley Park

Written by OLCHS Staff 
Writer, Brian Frangella

With just seven seconds 
remaining and trailing by 
one point in the game at 
Tinley Park Tuesday night, 
the Oak Lawn Community 
High School boys basketball 
team had just one chance 
left for a road win. It took 
three perfect passes down 
the court and a short jump-
shot from Davion Lawrence 
at the buzzer to seal the 
deal. The Spartans walked 
away with a thrilling 65-64 
South Suburban Conference 
victory.

In the win at Tinley, he 
was 5-for-5 from the free-
throw line to go along with 
the game-winning shot. 
Lawrence has emerged as 
an alpha on the team as he 
leads the Spartans in both 
scoring and rebounding. He 
is averaging 13.7 points per 
game and 8.3 boards. He is 

shooting an impressive 54 
percent from the field and 
72 percent at the free-throw 
line. He is adding 2.5 assists 
a game as well.

“He is a very good and 
willing passer out of the post, 
which makes our team more 
difficult to guard,” said head 
coach Jason Rhodes. “We’re 
very proud of the develop-
ment he has made already 
this year and look forward 
to his continued improve-
ment this season.”

South Suburban Conference 
play last Friday. In beating 
Lemont, Savaglio held their 
second-leading scorer to just 
three points. She also had 
10 points, four rebounds, 
four assists, and two steals 
in a conference victory over 
Tinley Park.

“Rose has been crucial in 
leading the team, to a 10-2 

overall record thus far,” head 
girls basketball coach Mark 
Sevedge said. “She has been 
a constant leader in practice 
being loud, communicating, 
and showing her team-
mates how to continuously 
work hard to get better. As 
only a junior, Rose is really 
starting to establish herself 
as a leader of our program.”

Illinois Tollway Approves 
2022 Budget

The Illinois Tollway Board 
of Directors has approved a 
balanced 2022 Budget with 
$1.49 billion in revenue 
allocated to fund mainte-
nance and operations, debt 
service transfers and capital 
investments for the 294-mile 
system. 

The 2022 Budget will 
allow the Tollway to 
commit $1.49 billion in 
capital spending, including 
funding for the 11th year 
of the agency’s 15-year, $14 
billion Move Illinois capital 
program.

“Consistent with the 
Tollway’s long-term finan-
cial plan, the 2022 Budget 
accommodates expendi-
tures to maintain roadway 
and customer service activ-
ities,” said Illinois Tollway 
Board Chairman and CEO 
Will Evans. “This spending 
plan ensures the Tollway has 
the resources necessary to 
further improve the gover-
nance, accountability, safety 
and security of the organiza-
tion while investing heavily 
in the technology necessary 
for the future of the tolling 
industry.”

In 2022 estimated reve-
nues include $1.48 billion 
from tolls and evasion 
recovery, $3 million from 
investment income and 
$11 million from conces-
sions and miscellaneous 
revenue. The Tollway also 
plans to issue $400 million 
in new bonds in 2022 to 
provide funding for new 
and future capital program 
investments.

The 2022 Budget allo-
cates nearly $1.08 billion 
for direct funding and debt 
service on capital invest-
ments, as well as $411 
million for maintenance 
and operations.

Annual maintenance 
and operations activities 
including an Information 
Technology budget of $37.5 
million, $39.8 million for 
State Police and security 
services, as well as $102.3 
million for Operations 
and Business Systems to 
providing customer service, 
support and enhancements.

“The Illinois Tollway 
remains dedicated to strong 
fiscal management of day-
to-day operations as the 

agency continues to both 
recover and continue to 
mitigate from the global 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Illinois Tollway Executive 
Director José Alvarez. “In 
addition, this 2022 Budget 
will allow us to continue to 
deliver the largest capital 
program in the agency’s 
history and to provide safe 
and efficient daily service to 
our customers.”

The Tollway’s 2022 
Capital Program calls for 

investing $1.49 billion in 
2021 with $296.8 million 
budgeted for systemwide 
roadway and bridge repairs 
to keep the existing Tollway 
system in good repair, as well 
as along with funding for key 
projects including:

$439.9 million to continue 
planning and construction 
for the new I-490 Tollway and 
new interchanges connecting 
to the Jane Addams Memorial 
Tollway (I-90), Tri-State 
Tollway (I-294), the Illinois 

Route 390 Tollway, as well as 
providing direct access in and 
out of O’Hare International 
Airport as part of the Elgin 
O’Hare Western Access 
Project.

$690.1 million to continue 
design and reconstruction 
work for the Central Tri-State 
Tollway (I-294) Project.

$46.2 million to complete 
construction of the I-294/
I-57 Interchange.

The 2022 Budget includes 
a total $1.49 billion in 

projected revenue, an 
increase of 5.4 percent 
over 2021. This includes 
$1.48 billion from evasion 
recovery and tolls, including 
an annual commercial truck 
toll rate increase previously 
approved by the Tollway 
Board in 2008. There is no 
toll increase planned for 
passenger vehicles.

The 2022 Budget is posted 
on the Illinois Tollway 
website www.illinoistollway.
com for public viewing.
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Obituary
Kathleen Whirity (nee) 

Gade passed away on 
December 7th 2021.Beloved 
Wife of William J. Whirity 
Jr; Dear Mother of Jaime 
(Dan) Farrell and Katie 
(Seth) Wiselogel; Beloved 
“Nonnie” to Avery, Gemma, 
Billy, Danny, Jack, Silas and 
Vada; Fond Sister to Tim 
Gade, Alice (Staffan) Brandt, 
Bill (Diane) Gade and Tom 
Gade; Dear sister-in-law 
to Joe and Karen Whirity; 
Terry and Linda Whirity; 
Patsy and Chris Sojka; Marie 
and Tim Kennedy; Glenn 
Whirity; Mike and the late 
Darlene Frost; Marty and 
Kerry Whirity; Dear Aunt 
to many. 

Kathy was the devoted 
wife of Bill. They spent their 
45 years of marriage at their 
home in Mt. Greenwood 
where they lovingly raised 
two daughters, Jaime and 
Katie. Kathy was a home-
maker but welcomed chil-
dren into her home to 
babysit for almost 30 years. 
Kathy loved the kids she 
cared for and considered 
them family, often main-
taining relationships with 
them long after they moved 
on to school. 

Kathy always had a 
special talent for writing. 
She was a published 
author, and also shared a 
family life column in the 

Mt. Greenwood Express. She 
proudly submitted several 
of her stories to Chicken 
Soup for the Soul and was 
elated each time her arti-
cles were accepted into the 
book. Another gift Kathy 
had been crocheting. 
Anyone who knew and 
loved Kathy was likely the 
recipient of a scarf, blanket, 
or in recent times – a mask! 
One of her favorite things 
to crochet was headbands 
for the newborns at  the 
hospital. 

What made Kathy 
happiest were her grand-
kids and attending as 
many  sporting events as 
possible. The cheering 
section will be a little 
quieter now and Kathy will 
be deeply missed. In lieu 
of  flowers, please donate 
to  Christmas without 
Cancer.

For info 708-422-2700 or 
www.curleyfuneralhome.
com

For Free for
501C3 Organization

Grand Upright
Piano w/Bench

Needs Tuning
Good Condition

708-837-4066

Free

Attorney at Law

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

Give Yourself A 
Gift This Season!

Review or 
prepare your 

Legal Documents 
so that they say 

all you really 
want them to 

say!

FREE 
Consultations 

in Home or Office 
Loop or Suburbs

Call Attorney 
Mike Maslanka
(312) 641-2424
www.sgmclegal.com
Attorney Over 37 Years
Graduate of Brother 
Rice And St. Xavier

Professional Licensed 
and Insured

I.D.O.T. Testing
Lane Facility

Diesel Emission Truck Testing,
All Testing Lane Facility

for all Trucks, Uber & Lift, 
Rebuilt Cars, & Tow Trucks

(708) 385-2210
11818 S. Cicero Ave,

Alsip, IL 60803
We Do Inspections & Repairs

on All Autos and Trucks!

A-AUTO
& TRUCK

Auto & Truck Repair

Custom Sewing
by Joan

All types of sewing
Beat the cleaners’ prices

708-256-0951

SewingBedding

Factory Discount
Clearance Center
Mattress $88, Chest $128
Futon $148, Recliner $248,
Bunk Beds, Day Beds $178
5 Pc Dint. Set $188, Stools $35
2 Pc Sofa & Love Seat $498

Bedroom Sets $399
Adjustable Bed w/Mattress $895
EZ Fast Credit up to $5,000

Free Layaway
3844 W. 147th Street,

Midlothian, IL
708-371-3737

factorybeddingfurniture.com
Like us on Facebook

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

George's
Plumbing LLC

40 Years Experience  Lic. # SL 3029
773-585-1893

• Bathroom Installations
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Rodded • Sump Pumps
• Sewers Inspected by Camera
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work • Resonable Prices

Plumbing

Help Wanted
Part Time HVAC Helper

& Subcontractors
for HVAC Installers

708-228-7197

J&M
• Vinyl Siding

• Aluminum Fascia,
Soffit & Gutters

• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
• Repair

Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
708-389-6796

Siding

Painting

Chris Johnson
Painting

Insured
Affordable Rates
Free Estimates

773-709-2434
Painting/Decorating

JEG Painting
& Decorating

Fully Insured
Reasonable

708-566-7529

LALLY BROS.
MASONRY

10% OFFwith this ad

Fully Licensed • Insured • Bonded

708•687•6826

Over 40 Years of Integrity & Pride

Expert Chimney &
Fireplace Inspection:

FREE

• Chimneys Rebuilt
• Tuckpointing
• Waterproofing
• All Concrete

Rated A by the BBB

Qualtiy &
Safety 1st

Concrete/Masonry

Motorcycles Wanted

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
All Make & Models

Cash Paid - Reasonable
Will Pick Up

630-660-0571

RELIABLE
WATERPROOFING

Foundation Cracks Repaired
Sump Pumps Installed

FREE Lifetime Guarantee
Transformable to New Homeowner

708-479-8300

Waterproofing

TR Construction
Fences  Decks

Siding
Soffit & Fascia

Gutters
Windows
Kitchen

Bathrooms
Licensed &

Bonded
Insured
Call Tim

708-243-0198
#07327109-19

Construction Help Wanted

HELP
WANTED

Experience 
Newspaper 

Delivery Drivers
Substitute, Part Time

Must Have Proof of Exp. 
and own vehicle 

Fax Resume to 
708-221-6663.
or Call Linda 
708-425-1910

Wanted

CLASSICS WANTED
Restored or Unrestored

Cars & Vintage Motorcycles
Domestic / Import Cars:

Mercedes, Porsche, Corvette,
Ferrari's, Jaguars, Muscle Cars,

Mustang & Mopars

$$ Top $$ all makes, Etc.
Collector James

630-201-8122

WANTED

Paying Cash - Any Condition
CALL 630-330-9681

OLD JUKE BOXES 
OLD SLOT MACHINES
OLD VENDING GAMES
OLD ARCADE GAMES

Amos Alonzo Stagg High 
School Students’ Artworks

McCord Gallery is pleased 
to present an exhibition of 
Amos Alonzo Stagg High 
School Students’ Artworks! 
The McCord Gallery is 
honored to provide the space 
to display up and coming 
artists in our community. 

We invite you to come and 
see their talents on display.

Join us for the reception 
on Friday, January 21 from 
6-8 pm. Free and open to 
the public! McCord Gallery 
& Cultural Center, 9602 W. 
Creek Road, Palos Park.

Membership 
Drive

Amer ican 
Legion Central 
Park Post 1028 
is conducting a membership 
recruiting All You Can Eat 
Breakfast on Friday February 
11, 2022, at 10:30 a.m. at Les 
Brothers Restaurant, 87th 
& Ridgeland, Oak Lawn. 
Veterans of any era are 
invited to join free of dues for 
the first year. Bring a fellow 
veteran and if that veteran 
also joins, free of dues the 
first year, you earn a $50 gift 
card. Verification of veteran 
status is required at the door 
(DD-214) with honorable or 
general discharge.

RSVP with number of 
guests by January 5, 2022.

John Divizio 708-423-5922 
jdivizio56@comcast.net or 
Henry A. Roa  773-247-1522 
mexfolroa@ameritech.net.

‘Keep the Wreath Red’ 
this Holiday

The Tinley Park Fire 
Department is urging 
everyone to help “Keep the 
Wreath Red” now through 
Jan. 2.

The Fire Department has 
placed a wreath illuminated 
with red bulbs in front of 
each of the four fire stations. 
If a fire occurs during the 
holiday season in which 
holiday decorations are 
determined to be involved, 
one of the red bulbs will be 
changed to a white bulb. This 
will serve as a reminder of 

the safety precautions that 
should be taken during the 
holidays. Have a fire-safe 
holiday season!

This Could be your AD
Rates starting at $25, Call Linda at 

708-425-1910
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL
FREE Spend $20 Receive $2

Spend $50 Receive $10
Spend $100 Receive $30
Now through New Year’s Day

125 lb Giant Load Washer
  FREE Soap, Bleach & Fabric Softener

 

DECEMBER SPECIAL
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! SEASON’S GREETINGS!

1

For the person 
who has 
everything, 
give a
Soap Opera Laundromat

GIFT CARD
Available at SoapOperaLaundromats.com

Drop-Off Laundry
We will

Wash, Dry, Fold
Your Clothes for only

$125
lb

– WEDNESDAY SPECIAL –
DOUBLE-LOAD
WASHES

$ 991

Fill your Soap Opera Drop-Off Laundry
Bag & we’ll Wash, Dry, and Fold your

clothes for $10.00 OFF the
current Laundry Bag Price

Soap Opera
Open24 hrs.

7 days a week*

Password Protected

FREE Wi-Fi

3-32” HDTVS *With our Wash Club Membership

access card

Laundromat
9624 S. Roberts Road

Hickory Hills, IL
708-599-5970 • 888-251-1860
SoapOperaLaundromats.com

 ALL WASH IS NOW SANITIZED KILLING
ALL BACTERIA, VIRUSES AND COVID-19




